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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL A P P E A R A N C E 

The Las Vegas Grammar School, built in 1936, is a completely realized example, for its era, of 
Mission-Style architecture in Las Vegas. The single-story public school is an extensive complex, 
occupying a fu l l block in Clark's Las Vegas Townsite, the historical core of Las Vegas. Rear wings 
built perpendicular to the main building create a series of closed and open courtyards with oa\»Eed 
walkways. Built in an era before air-conditioning, the building was an excellent adaptation to 
a desert environment. The complex functioned as a school until the 1960s when it was converted 
to use as a Clark County Courthouse Annex. The exterior has largely retained its integrity, though 
its once-landscaped courtyards and playgrounds have been paved for parking. The interior has 
undergone major remodeling, preserving little of its original division of space. 

The main block of the school parallels and faces Las Vegas Boulevard (Fifth Street). This is topped 
by a tiled gable roof which is interrupted near its center by a projecting wing with cross gable 
and a taller rectangular entrance loggia with a hipped roof. An arched entrance on either side 
of these projections provides an unobstructed vista into a completely enclosed courtyard at the 
rear. The more northerly of these entrances has a two-bay vaulted ceiling supported by columns 
with ornate floral capitals. 

The Fif th Street facade is, at present, largely unadorned. Windows have been cut into the facaae 
below each of the fourteen original windows, each of which had three panes. Interior ceilings 
have been lowered in remodeling, rendering the original windows superfluous. This change tends 
to negatively alter the original appearance of the main facade. (The lowered ceilings also remove 
the feeling of airiness and spaciousness of the interior which was noted at the time of the building's 
opening.) Also detracting from the appearance is the uniform coat of white paint which obliterates 
the vertical articulations created by alternating reinforced concrete piers and concrete block 
bays. The plain facade is also relieved at the north end by a small rounded extension toward Fif th 
Street which has seven French windows. This space originally served as an extension of the science 
room and contained a growing area and aquarium. An arched arcade runs the length of the rear 
of the main building, intersecting the three perpendicular wings. Columns of the arcade support 
a shed tile roof. 

The longest of the three wings terminates in a structure which originally served as a gymnasium 
and auditorium. The gymnasium opened onto Fourth Street with an arched entrance loggia echoing 
that of the main entrance on Fi f th Street. The capitals on the columns here lack the decoration 
of those on the main entrance. 

Considerable care was taken with the decoration of the complex, considering the Depression era 
date of the building's construction. Exterior walls were white with vivid yellow, orange, and 
terra-cotta colored highlights. Original dark red tile walkways in the courtyards remain, though 
the main courtyard surfaces have been paved. Set into the rear wall of the one completely enclosed 
courtyard is a decorative fountain and fish pond with an intricate green and blue mosaic tile pattern. 
Similar blue and green tile is used sparingly to highlight other areas of the building, including 
the base of the flag pole in front. 
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Architecturally, the building was and remains, despite the negative alterations mentioned, a gem. 
Viewed from practically any perspective, an intriguing mix of architectural features pleases the 
eye: redwood and concrete piers; walkways with arched and shed-roofed ceilings and exposed beams; 
closed, open, and semi-enclosed courtyards; and a mixture of shed, gable, and hipped roofs. These 
otherwise disparate elements blend well to create an outstanding example of public architecture. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

CRITERION C 

The Las Vegas Grammar School (Clark County Courthouse Annex) is significant as an outstanding 
example of Mission-style architecture in Las Vegas. It exemplifies, along with three other major 
public edifices built in the 1930s (Las Vegas Hospital, Las Vegas High School, and a new post office) 
the impact of federal projects upon the growth of Las Vegas. The massive Hoover Dam construction 
project created a population explosion in Las Vegas and helped the city to avoid many of the 
economic problems associated with the Depression. The school itself was one of several projects 
of lasting importance which were built with federal funds funneled through New Deal agencies. 
As by far the largest of three elementary schools in the district, the Las Vegas Grammar School 
provided the early education for an entire generation of community leaders. 

From its founding as a railroad diversion point in 1905 until preparatory work began on the 
construction of Hoover Dam in the late 1920s. Las Vegas was oriented in almost every way to 
the railroad. The Las Vegas Land and Water Company, a subsidiary of the San Pedro, Los Angeles, 
and Salt Lake Railroad, laid out the tov/nsite, sold the lots, and provided water and electricity 
to the small town. Income derived from the railroad payroll and from shipping and passenger 
traffic associated with the railroad was the economic mainstay. 

For its first two decades, Las Vegas grew only very slowly. Its population and economic fortunes 
fluctuated according to the activities of the railroad. Housing and commercial properties were 
mostly modest, unimposing, and utilitarian. For over two decades the Mission-style passenger 
terminal at the head of Fremont Street, the main commercial district was the most imposing 
building. 

Educational facilities too were quite modest. Until 1911, a two room building on Second Street 
sufficed for all grades through high school. In that year, a large new building was completed on 
the block adjoining the present site of the Courthouse Annex. The high school occupied four rooms 
in one wing of this building. By 1917, the high school student population had sufficiently increased 
as to require a separate building which was constructed on the present site of the Annex and next 
to what now was occupied solely by the grammar school. 

This arrangement was sufficient until the rapid growth in the community occasioned by the Boulder 
Canyon Project. During this period of the late 1920s and early 1930s many new residences and, 
as mentioned above, several large public buildings, including a new high school, were constructed. 
The upper grades of the grammar school moved into the vacated 1917 high school building. 
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The old high school building, now housing the upper grades of the grammar school, was destroyed 
by fire in May 1934. In this Depression year, the city had no funds to rebuild, and during the next 
school year, students were instructed in tents on the playground. Application was made to the 
Public Works Administration for a grant of $72,000 and a loan of $88,000, but the project was 
rejected by Work Progress Administrator Harry Hopkins. Hopkins apparently wished to preserve 
local labor for smaller WPA jobs. Intervention by Congressman James Scrugham and Senators 
Key Pittman and Patrick McCarran finally secured a grant and loan package totalling $165,000. 
A subsequent PWA grant bought the total cost of the school to just over $230,000. The remainder 
of the money can via a bond sale. 

The school opened in the fa l l of 1936. Through only the upper three grades attended the new 
facility, its first principal, K.O. Knudson later recalled that classes were still in excess of forty 
students per classroom. The building served as a school facility until the 1960s, when it was 
converted to its present use. 

Architecturally, the building is one of a very small number built during the period which are 
significant reminders of the expansive and optimistic mood of the dam construction era. It is 
also a reminder of the major role which federal government projects have played in the growth 
of Las Vegas. 
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ÎAY 21 1987 

PAUL J. CHRISTENSEN 
Chairman 

•/<P rP |l)r^u^^/^/ 
CLARK COUNPC BRIDGER BUILDING 

226 BRIDGER AVENUE 

LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 89155 

(702) 455-3500 

May 21, 1987 

Mr. Ronald M. James, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Conservation and Natural 
201 S. Fall Street 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 

Dear Mr. James: 

Resources 

The Board of Clark County Commissioners, at a public meeting 
held May 19, 1987, formally considered the nomination of the 
Las Vegas Grammar School, at 400 Las Vegas Boulevard South, to 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Board, acting as the sole owner of the above-mentioned 
•property, voted to object to the lis t i n g of the property in the 
National Register. The recorded vote was 7 objecting and 0 
concurring with the lis t i n g of the property. 

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, I am requesting the 
State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation and Archeology 
not l i s t the Las Vegas Grammar School in the National Register. 

Sincerel 

PAUL J. CHRISTENSEN 
Chai rman 

/nt 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS DAY OF 

1987. 

My Commission Expires: /- <̂'> -

Jp. 

Elizabeth H. Wells 
Of-HCIAL SEAL 

NOIAMR PUBLIC-NEVADA 
CLARK COUNTY 

My ftppiiinimeni t "Ui'e!. Hn Z9, 1989 
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CLAflK C O U N n BRIDGER BUILDING 

225 BRIOGER AVENUE 

LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 89155 

(702) <55-3500 

February 5, 1988 

Ms. Cynthia Grassl(?y Baker, Chairman 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Ms. Baker: 

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners of Clark County, Nevada, 
I am requesting that any action regarding the listing of the 
Clark County Public Services Building (Las Vegas Grammar School) 
in the National Rei.iister of Historic Places be deferred until all 
legal reviews and remedies can be exhausted. 

Briefly, the Nevada State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation 
and Archeology informed the Board of Commissioners of the 
consideration to nominate the Public Services Building to the 
National Register after the allocation of Federal Revenue Sharing 
for handicapped accessibility had been made. On May 19, 1987 
(see enclosures), the Board of County Commissioners, acting as the 
owners of the property, unanimously voted to object to the listing 
of the property. 

At its June 11, 1987 meeting, the State Advisory Board overruled 
the Board of County Commissioners and voted to nominate the 
structure to the R.egister. The submission of the nomination was, 
however, tabled until a future meeting. On January 7, 1988, the 
Board was informed that the meeting was scheduled to be held on 
February 10, 1988. 

At the February 10 meeting, it is the intention of the Board of 
County Commissione'"S' representatives to ask the State Advisory 
Board to postpone submission until a legal determination can be 
made regarding the impact on the rights of the County in this 
structure as it relates to the federally funded expenditures 
that have been made. If, at this meeting, the Advisory Board 
decides to once again overrule this elected Board, County Counsel 
wishes to explore the option of legal remedy. 



Ms. Cynthia Grassley Baker 
February 5, 1988 
Page Two 

If the State Advisory Board submits the nomination over the 
objections of the Board of Clark County Commissioners, I 
respectfully requer̂ t that you defer any action. 

, / I Sincerely, 

/P?PfPt 
'PAUL J. CHRISTENSEN 
Chairman 

/nt 
Enclosures 

cc: Governor Richard H. Bryan 

Roland Westergard 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Ronald James, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 



RICHARD H . BRYAN S T A T E O F N E V A D A R O L A N D D. WESTERGARD 
Governor State Historic Preservation Officer 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION A N D A R C H E O L O G Y 

201 S. Fall Street 

Capitol Complex 

Carson City, Nevada 89710 

(702) 885-5138 

March 28, 1988 

Chief of Registration 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention : Bruce Noble 

Dear Bruce: 

I have enclosed the nomination for the Las Vegas Grammar School 
for your review. A l l n o t i f i c a t i o n procedures have been followed 
and the nomination was favorable reviewed by the Nevada Advisory 
Board on H i s t o r i c Preservation at t h e i r l a s t meeting. 

Please note that the Clark County, who owns the property, has 
formally objected to the l i s t i n g . I have enclosed a copy of the 
objection l e t t e r submitted by the County Commissioners for your 
reference. 

Please c a l l i f you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn M. Kuranda 
Ar c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

enclosure 

APR TI988 
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Commission 
Backup 

AIDR #1253 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY'COMMISSIONERS, ACTING AS THE OWNERS OF THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 400 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD SOUTH (PUBLIC SERVICES 
BUILDING). CONCUR OR OflJECT TO THE LISTING OF THE PROPERTY IN THE 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES AND DIRECT THE COUNTY MANAGER 
TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

None by this action, 

BACKGROUND: 

The Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources informed 
the Board "that the property at 400 Las. Vegas Boulevard South (Public 
Services Building) will be considered by the State Advisory Board for 
Historic Preservation aiid Archeology for nomination to the National 
Register for Historic Places. 

The listing of the prontM-ty would entail a "protective review" by 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, of federally funded 
projects that might adversely affect the character of the historic 
property. The owners of the property can either concur or object 
to the listing. If tho owners object to the listing, the property 
will not be listed. 

Although the property may not be formally listed, the Preservation 
Officer can nominate the property for e l i g i b i l i t y . Thus, federal 
agencies will be required to allow the Advisory Council to have the 
opportunity to comment before the funding of a project. 

In objecting to the formal listing, the County would retain the 
responsibility for maintaining the historical value of the Las Vegas 
Grammar School instead of delegating the responsibility to federal 
and state agencies. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.D L. SHALMY 
County Manager 

Cloared lor Agenda 

j Agenda 



CL.ARK COUNTY. NEVADA 

''''°cL7M?nT„'.7"''''^^ A G E N D A ITEM DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

LLE W. ASKEW, CPA NO. ^^^^ 
A i i l i U n t County Manage r 

MICHAEL P. COOL DATE: 7 1007 
A i i l j l . n l C o u n l y M a n . f l t r M a y / , I y t l / 

SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF THE PROPERTY AT 400 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD 
SOUTH (PUBLIC SERVICES BUILDING) TO THE NATIOiVAL REGISTER 
OF HISTORIC PLACES 

The Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources recently 
informed the Board that the property at 400 Las Vegas Boulevard South, 
referenced as the Las Vegas Grammar School, will be considered by 
the State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation and Archeology 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places-. 

Listing in the Register provides recognition of the community's historic 
importance, certain federal tax credits for rehabilitation, and, If monies 
become available, possible funding for rehabilitation projects. Listing 
does not imply that the federal government will seek to acquire or attach 
restrictive covenants to the property. Listing does, however, assure a 
"protective review" of federally funded projects that might adversely 
affect the character of the historic property. 

The owner of the propert^y is given an opportunity to concur or object 
to listing. If the owner objects, the property is not listed. However, 
the State Historic Preservation Officer would submit the nomination for 
e l i g i b i l i t y status. Although not formally listed, the eligible property 
owner would be required to allow the Advisory Council on. Historic 
Preservation to have an opportunity to comment before a federal agency 
could fund a-project. 

The Public Services Building contains a number of County departments 
with a high volume of public traffic. Modifications have been made to 
the f a c i l i t y to accommodate both the public and the departments housed 
in the building. In particular, recent modifications have made the 
structure more accessible to the handicapped. 

Listing in the Register would place constraints on the County's ability 
to adapt, modify or use this valuable location. This property contains 
132,000 square feet of u::;ible land which is in excess.of 200X larger 
than the Valley Bank Pla;:a Complex. The County assessment for this 
parcel is approximately iJl.a million. 

REPORT #1253 



Listing in the National Register delegates the responsibility for 
maintaining the historical value of the property to federal and state 
agencies. Objecting to the listing would place the Public Services 
Building on the l i s t for e l i g i b i l i t y and allow comment by the Advisory 
Council; however, the County would retain responsibility for Its federally 
funded projects. 

The State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation and Archeology 
is requesting comments by June 1, 1987. Therefore, this matter will be 
before you for consideration at the May 19, 1987 meeting. 

The State Advisory Board will consider the nomination of the Public 
Services Building on June 11, 1987. 

If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Faulx (455-3530). 

.D L. SHALMY 
County Manager 

/nt 



STATE: ADVISORY UOARU TOR 

H I S T O R I C PRESERVATION AND ARCLLEOLCCY 

Juno 11. 1987 
i 2:00 P.M. 

' Business l J u i l d i n g , Room 508 
U n i v e r s i t y of Nevada Reno 

Reno, Nevada 09557 

A G !• N D A 

1. C a l l To Order 

2. R o l l C a l l 

3. Incroduccion of Guests and S t a f f 

'^i . Report of D i v i s i o n A c t i v i t i e s 

A. S t a f f Report 

B. ArcheologisI.'s Report 

C. A r c l i i t e c C u r a l H i s t o r i a n ' s Report 

D. Grants Manager's Report 

5. Approval of the lli n u t e s of the February 5, 1987 Meeting, 

6. Old Business 

A. Na t i o n a l Rejj.lster 

6.1 Las Vegas Grammar School 

7. New Business 

A.- N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 

7.1 Gray House 

7.2 Elko County Courthouse 

7.3 C h u r c h i l l County Courthouse 

11. State Register 

1 .k C o l l i n s H o t e l / C o l l i n s f i u i l d i n g 

7.5 Hic He, Inc. 

8. Adjournment 



IIICIIAIIO M. hllVAN S T A T U o r N t V A D A IIOLANU U. WLSTtHGAlIO 
Cu'tftilQI f~i I— . . ~. . .••IMU- IIUIuiU fir.ti.tllttn OIlKt' 

< C !:. i V E D 

liM 6 9 35 m '87 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND N J O t m i A l H l l ' U ^ q R C E S 
DIVISION o r MISTOIIIC PHUSIiUVATION AND AHCIILOLClGV 

2U1 S. r-al l S l T K K l 

C a p l t u l C u i n j ) l c x 

Carton Cl ly . Nevada 89710 

(70'.i) B«5-S138 

Ma// 5, 19S7 

CloAk Coantij Coo/td 

225 IhA-dgeA Autnuii ; 
1.04 Vtgcu,, Utvadc^ ,S915S 

Enclostd ioA. yauP' .Lniomotion iM a copi/ oi tht agenda ioK tht 
SXate. AdvtiOKtj BoaPd ^OA HtAto/Uc F^ucAvation and AA.chtologij' i 
mxX me.(Lting. It i>iilL be hzU. on June IJ , 191:7, tn tht Bui tn t i i 
ditUdtnQ, Room SOS, at tht UniveAittij o i Htvada - Keno. P l t a i t 
notizt undeA. Old Bii^tntM tht toptc o i tht LoA VtQOA GAcurvncui 
School. ; 

Ji ijou luLVt any coinAtntl> pltaAt Itt as, knoio bij June I, I9S7. 
Thank you. 

StntfiAtly, 

RONALV M. JMES, Vtpu.ty 
State HPitoAtc FfitiQAvation OHiceA 

RMJ: cmt 
Entloiu^t 
CC-" VonaZd Shatmy, County WonagcA ̂  



DEPARTMENT OF C O N S E R V A T I O N A N D N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E S 
DIVISION OF HISTORIC P R E S E R V A T I O N A N D A R C H E O L O G Y 

.201 S . Fa l l Street 

C a p i t o l C o m p l e x 

Caraon Ci ty . Nevada 89710 

(702) 885-5138 

May 5, 19S7 . 

CloAk County BooAd oi 
ComrjUA^toneAJt 

BAJAgtA. EutZdtng 
225 BAtdgtA Avzntjte. 
Lai Vtga^, Utvaxia. 59155 

PeoA. ComTTici4.ioneA.4: ' 

EncIo6td ioA. youJi Information a. copy of the. agtnda. iofi tht 
St(Vtt AdvUoJiy BooAd foA. HUtoAlc PAt6eAvcuUon and UthtoijogyU 
ntx^ mtdjUng. U uiUl be htZd on June JJ, 19S7, In tht Biutnuj. 
BLuMUng, Room 50i, (vl tht Univtnj^Pty oi Utvada. - Re.no. Vlttut 
notPct undtA Old BLuJjit6j> thu topic of tht las l^ego^ GAMimoA 
School. 

li yoa havt any corm(>j\tj> pliuut l&t u4 knou) by June ], 19i7. 
Thank you, . > 

ROU AID W. JMES, Vtputy 
Statt HlstoAA.c PAt^tAva-tlon OHlctA 

RUJ:zmt 
Enclo6uA.z. 

VonaZd Shalmy, County UanagtA cc 



' i'TATE ADVISORY BU/JID FOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION Ai-JU ARCHEOLOGY 

, June 1 1 , 1 9 8 7 
2:00 P . M . 

Businesis B u i l d i n g . Room 508 
Uni v e r s i t y of Nevada Reno 

Reno, Nevada 89557 

A G E N D A 

1. C a l l To Order 

2. R o l l C a l l 

3. Introduction of Cuesc;; and St a f f 

4. Report of D i v i s i o n A c f : i v l t l e s 

A. Staff Report 

B. Archeologist's Report 

C. A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n ' s Report 

D. Grants Manager's Report 

5. Approval of the Minuter of the February 5, 1987 Meeting 

6. Old Business 

A. National Register 

6.1 Las Vegas Gr.icenar School 

7. Hew Business , 

A- National Register 

7 . I TCray House 

7.2 Elko County Courthouse 

7.3 C h u r c h i l l County Courthouse 

B. State Register 

7.A C o l l i n s H o c e l / C o l l i n s B u i l d i n g 

7.5 Hic Mc, Inc. 

8. Adj ournmcnt 



C L A R K COUNTY. NEVADA 

ALD L. -PAT- SHALMY A G E N D A ITEM D E V E L O P M E N T REPORT 

1253 

County Manager 

\ L E W. A8KEW, CPA NO. 
A i i l i K n l C o u n l y Manage r 

4ICHAEL P. COOL DATE: 7 1007 
AsaliUnl Counly Manager May / , i ) j U / 

SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF THE PROPERTY AT 400 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD 
SOUTH (PUBLIC SERVICES BUILDING) TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
OF HISTORIC PLACES 

I 

The Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources recently 
informed the Board that the property at 400 Las Vegas Boulevard South, 
referenced as the Las Vegas Grammar School, will be considered by 
the State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation and Archeology 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places-. 

Listing in the Register provides recognition of the community's historic 
importance, certain federal tax credits for rehabilitation, and, if monies 
become available, possible funding for rehabilitation projects. Listing 
does not imply that the federal government will seek to acquire or attach 
restrictive covenants to the property. Listing does, however, assure a 
"protective review" of fsderally funded projects that might adversely" 
affect the character of the historic property. 

The owner of the property is given an opportunity to concur or object 
to listing. If the owner objects, the property Is not listed. However, 
the State Historic Preservation Officer would submit the nomination for 
e l i g i b i l i t y status. Although not formally listed, the eligible property 
owner would be required to allow the Advisory Council on. Historic 
Preservation to have an opportunity to comment before a federal agency 
could fund 'a project. 

The Public Services Building contains a number of County departments 
with a high volume of public traffic. Modifications have been made to 
the f a c i l i t y to accommodiite both the public and the departments housed 
in the building. In part, icular, recent modifications have made the 
structure more accessible to the handicapped. 

Listing in the Register would place constraints on the County's ability 
to adapt, modify or use this valuable location. This property contains 
132,000 square feet of unable land which is in excess.of 200X larger 
than the Valley Bank PlaiM Complex. The County assessment for this 
parcel is approximately *2.8 million. 

REPORT #1253 



Listing in the National Register delegates the responsibility for 
maintaining the historical value of the property to federal and state 
agencies. Objecting to the listing would place the Public Services 
Building on the l i s t for e l i g i b i l i t y and allow comment by the Advisory 
Council; however, the '^)unty would retain responsibility for its federally 
funded projects. 

The State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation and Archeology 
is requesting comments by June 1, 19Q7. Therefore, this matter will be 
before you for consideration at the May 19, 1987 meeting. 

The State Advisory Board will consider the nomination of the Public 
Services Building on June 11, 1987. 

If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Faulx (455-3530). 

Wm.D I. SHALMY 
County Manager 

/nt 



PAUL J. a;RISTENSEN 
Chairman 

CLXnK COUNTY ilRIDGER BUILDINQ 

225 BHIDQER A7f NUE 

LAS VEGAS. NEVADA B9155 

(702) <5S-JiOO 

May 21, 1987 

Mr. Ronald M. J.imes, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
201 S. Fall Street 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 

Dear Mr. James: 

The Board of Clsrk County Commissioners, at a public meeting 
held May 19, 1987, formally considered the nomination of the 
Las Vegas GramrT.ar School, at 400 Las Vegas Boulevard South, to 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Board, acting as the sole owner of the above-mentioned 
property, voted to object to the listing of the property in the 
National Register. The recorded vote was 7 objecting and 0 
concurring with the listing of the property. 

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, I am requesting the 
State Advisory Board for Historic Preservation and Archeology 
not l i s t the Las Vegas Grammar School in the National Register. 

Sincerel 

MUL J . CHRISTENSEN 
Chai rman 

/nt 



PAUL J. CHRISTENSEN 
Chaiiman 

CtARK COUNTY uri 'DGEH BUILDING 

?25 BRIDGER AVENUE 

LAS VEGAS. NEVAU, «9115 

(702) 4Si-3SOO 

September 9, 1987 

Mr. Ronald M. James, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
201 S. Fall Street 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 

Dear Mr. James: 

I am writing to reiterate the May 19, 1987 vote of the 
Clark County Board of Commissioners objecting to the lis t i n g 
of the Public Services Building (Las Vegas Grammar School) 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Board of Commi :is ioners, in objecting to the l i s t i n g , 
acted as the elected representatives of the citizens of 
Clark County, and the citizens are the owners of this 
property. Your notification contained information on the 
manner in which tliu owners of the property could make comment 
on the l i s t i n g . The Board of Commissioners, acting as the 
owners of the property, objected to the listing per these 
requirements. 

The members of the Board are aware of the requirements placed 
upon federal agencies regarding projects associated with 
historically identified f a c i l i t i e s . The Board understands 
that the federal review process assures future protection 
for historical sites, and the Board is acutely aware of the 
prestige associated with a list i n g in the Register, 

It is of great concern to the Board of Commissioners to 
learn that a state advisory board, consisting of 
representatives appointed by the Governor, can overrule 
the elected representatives of the citizens of Clark County 
and make decisions for our taxpayers. 



Mr. Ronald J. James 
September 9, 1987 
Page Two 

I appreciate youriaction of administratively holding 
this matter and allowing additional comments at your 
September 17 meeting. However, since the matter is not 
up for reconsiderc'tion and you have stated that the Advisory 
Board is not mandated to follow the recommendations of the 
County Commission, further action or comments by the Board 
of Commissioners appears pointless. Nevertheless, I would 
appreciate a copy of the nomination form and background 
information that is to be submitted for the listing of 
this property. 

Sincerely, 

JL J . C H R / m 
Chairman 

/nt 



i i A H U " 11. U H Y A n s i / t i c \ j f i t c v n u n i.v........^ - — 
Corefxar SlJilr tllsluilc I'irtri.Mllon Ulllcrr 

RECEIVED 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATU'I ' IAL [ItiJOURCES 
DIVISION o r MISTOIIIC PnESCIIVATION AND AIICIIUOLOCY 

20 1 S . F . l l Street C U S' T j }] \ M /, | . : 

Cnpl to l Complex 

Ca ison Cl ly . Ncv«<l« 89710 

(702) 885-SI38 

January 7, 1988 

Clark County CommlsBloneri 
225 Dridger Avenue 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89155 

Dear Commlsalonersi 

At the last meeting of the Adviaory Board fof Historic Prcncrvntlon and 
Archeology It was decided to table the Las Vegas i.yrnmmnr School nomination 
until their meeting In February, 1988. This wtft̂ 'rfohe to give the Clark County 
Commissioners the opportunity to express th ĵr oplnloni> ô the Donrd In person. 

The meeting will be held at the Union Flazajnotcl, ffl Main Street, Las Vegas, 
February 10, 1988 at 9:00 a.m. Your contrn)»ijflon to the review of this nomination 
will be appreciated. 

If you have any questions or concA|n8 plenjikr; let me know. 

Sincerely, 

R O H A I D M . JAMES, Deput/ 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

RHJjemt 
cct Donald Shalmy, County Manager 


