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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
). — /
historic 1877 California-Nevada State Boundary Marker ' 2 ~
and/or common
2. Location
street & number (On California-Nevada border — not for publication
city, town Verdi _X— vicinity of congressional district  5+_] arge
Sate Nevada £ods 99 county Washoe code 03]

3. Classification (aeo e Serva Cony  CR)

Category Ownership Status Present Use .
— district _X_ public _X_ occupied — agriculture —___ museum
_ building(s) — private —__ unoccupied —_ commercial — park
— structure — both ___ work in progress _educational ___ private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
_X_— object ___in process _X__yes: restricted —X_government ____scientific
— being considered __ yes: unrestricted ___industrial __ transportation
—__no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

hameé State Director U.S. Bureau of land Management “\’"”""?\/

street & number poom 3008 Federal Building, 300 Booth Street

city, town Reno —__vicinity of state  Nayada

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washoe County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Reno state  Noyada

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Ne\f?)San:gi;oric Engineeri ng Site has this property been determined elegible? ____yes ____no
dateg_»>7_7q __ federal x__state ____county ___ local

depository for survey records History of Engineering Program, Texas Tech University




7. Description

Condition . Check one Check one
__excelient — deteriorated __Xx_ unaltered X__ original site
____good —__ruins _____ altered ____moved date
___fair —___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The 1872 California-Nevada Boundary Marker is a hollow, cast iron
pylon 8 feet tall. Six feet of the marker appears above ground. The
marker is encased in a cage made of chain-link storm fence. The word
CALIFORNIA, cast in raised letters, in on the west face of the marker
and NEVADA is on the east face. The south face contains 1872, LONGI-
TUDE 120° WEST OF GREENWICH, A. W. VON SCHMIDT, U.S.; while the north
face presents 170 MILES 47 CHAINS TO OREGON. The only damage to the
marker is a broken out place about a foot tall and 8 inches wide near
the very bottom of the west face. . Other than this one fracture, the
marker is remarkably well preserved.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Sy prehiétoric ____archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

___1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature _— sculpture

___1600-1699 ____ architecture —education — military ____social/

—1700-1799 ___art _X_engineering —_ music humanitarian

_Xx_ 1800-1899 ___ commerce _x_ exploration/settiement __ philosophy — theater

— 1900- — communications — industry ____politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____other (specify)

Specific dates 1872 Builder/Architect 771 exey W. Von Schmidt

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The 1872 California-Nevada Boundary Marker is an important element in the
history of both California and Nevada. It is a vestige of one of the Far West's
largest surveying efforts, an effort which still affects the populace of both
states today.

When California wrote a constitution in 1849, it defined its northern border
as the 42nd parallel; its southern border as the border between the U.S. and
Mexico, established in the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo of 1848; and its eastern
border as commencing at the intersection of the 120th degree of longitude and
the 42nd degree of latitude then running south along this Tine until it strikes
the 39th degree of north latitude then south-easterly in a straight line to the
point where the 35th degree of north latitude crosses the Colorado River, then
south down the center of the Rio Colorado to Mexico. Thus, California's eastern
(and Nevada's western) boundary was created on paper. The real problem developed
in laying this boundary out on the ground. Between 1855 and 1900, six different
surveys of California's eastern boundary were made. None of them agreed as to
the Tocation of the boundary or the 120th degree of longitude. Various surveys
were conducted in 1855, 1863, 1872, 1889 and 1893. The 1872 Von Schmidt survey
is the only one that was clearly marked along its entire length with stone, rock,
wood and iron markers. The 1872 survey also was accepted longer than any other
survey before its inaccuracy became widely known. It was not until 1893 that the
Von Schmidt Tine was found to be 1,600 to 1,800 feet too far west. However, even
after 1893, the Von Schmidt 1line remained the accepted boundary, and is still
used more today than the more accurate 1893 version. 0ddly enough, both the 1872
and 1893 Tlines have been recognized and are used by both California and Nevada.

The Von Schmidt marker near Verdi has two-fold importance: 1. It became Von
Schmidt's initial Tocation point of the 120th meridian. Before any survey could
occur the 120th degree of longitude had to be located as accurately as possible.
Von Schmidt located and marked the 120th meridian with this iron marker in 1872.
2. It is a physical remnant of one of the most important surveys conducted in
the Far West. Therefore, the fact that this simple cast iron marker was one of
the major reference points in this historically important survey and the fact
that it has remained intact for over a century makes it an historical site of re-
gional signficance.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Uzes, Francois D. Chaining the Land: A History of Surveying in California.
Sacramento, California: Landmark Enterprises, 1977.

Sinclair, C.H. Oblique Boundary Line Between California and Ngvada. Washington,D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1901.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state  ra1ifornia code f county Sjerra code 011

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie  Donald Abbe, Research Assistant

organization History of Engineering Program date 9-5-79

street & numberTexas Tech University, P.0. Box 4089 telephone (806) 742-3591

city or town Lubbock : state Texas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certlflcatlon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_X_ national ___ state ____local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature %IW ))/%W/
we o 1/ A0 date fL2azon ot I8 /27

. For HCRS use only
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FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic 1872 california-Nevada State Boundary Marker

and/or common

2. Location

street & number (On California-Nevada border — not for publication
city, town Verdi _X_ vicinity of congressional district  at_Jarqe
state Nevada code 75 county achge code (3]

3. Classification tan = Serno Loy CR)

Category Ownership Status Present Use i

___district _X_ public _X_ occupied ____agriculture —_ museum

— building(s) __ private ___ unoccupied —__ commercial — park

_ structure — both __work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment —__ religious

_X_ object ____in process _X_ yes: restricted _X_ government ____ scientific
____being considered ____yes: unrestricted - industrial — transportation

—__no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name State Director U.S. Bureau of Land Management

street & number poom 3008 Federal Building, 300 Booth Street

city, town Reno —__ vicinity of state  Noyada

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washoe County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Reno state  Noyada
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

~ Nevada Historic Engineering Site
titte  Inventory

has this property been determined elegible? ___yes ____no

dateqg_o7_79 _ federal _x state ____county ___ local

depository for survey records History of Engineering Program, Texas Tech University

city, town Lubbock state Texas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
__.._excellent __ deteriorated __x_ unaltered _X__original site
—_good —__ruins __ altered ___moved date
—fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The 1872 California-Nevada Boundary Marker is a hollow, cast iron
pylon 8 feet tall. Six feet of the marker appears above ground. The
marker is encased in a cage made of chain-link storm fence. The word
CALIFORNIA, cast in raised letters, in on the west face of the marker
and NEVADA is on the east face. The south face contains 1872, LONGI-
TUDE 120° WEST OF GREENWICH, A. W. VON SCHMIDT, U.S.; while the north
face presents 170 MILES 47 CHAINS TO OREGON. The only damage to the
marker is a broken out place about a foot tall and 8 inches wide near
the very bottom of the west face.  Other than this one fracture, the
marker is remarkably well preserved.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ____ landscape architecture___ rel_igion

__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —literature — sculpture

____1600-1699 ____ architecture —education — military ____social/

—1700-1799 ____art _X_ engineering —__ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 ___ commerce _x_ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—— 1900- _____communications __ industry ____politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____other (specify)

Specific dates 1872 Builder/Architect 577 exey W. Von Schmidt

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The 1872 California-Nevada Boundary Marker is an important element in the
history of both California and Nevada. It is a vestige of one of the Far West's
largest surveying efforts, an effort which still affects the populace of both
states today.

When California wrote a constitution in 1849, it defined its northern border
as the 42nd parallel; its southern border as the border between the U.S. and
Mexico, established in the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo of 1848; and its eastern
border as commencing at the intersection of the 120th degree of longitude and
the 42nd degree of latitude then running south along this Tine until it strikes
the 39th degree of north latitude then south-easterly in a straight line to the
point where the 35th degree of north latitude crosses the Colorado River, then
south down the center of the Rio Colorado to Mexico. Thus, California's eastern
(and Nevada's western) boundary was created on paper. The real problem developed
in laying this boundary out on the ground. Between 1855 and 1900, six different
surveys of California's eastern boundary were made. None of them agreed as to
the location of the boundary or the 120th degree of longitude. Various surveys
were conducted in 1855, 1863, 1872, 1889 and 1893. The 1872 Von Schmidt survey
is the only one that was clearly marked along its entire length with stone, rock,
wood and iron markers. The 1872 survey also was accepted Tonger than any other
survey before its inaccuracy became widely known. It was not until 1893 that the
Von Schmidt line was found to be 1,600 to 1,800 feet too far west. However, even
after 1893, the Von Schmidt line remained the accepted boundary, and is still
used more today than the more accurate 1893 version. 0ddly enough, both the 1872
and 1893 Tines have been recognized and are used by both California and Nevada.

The Von Schmidt marker near Verdi has two-fold importance: 1. It became Von
Schmidt's initial location point of the 120th meridian. Before any survey could
occur the 120th degree of longitude had to be located as accurately as possible.
Von Schmidt located and marked the 120th meridian with this iron marker in 1872.
2. It is a physical remnant of one of the most important surveys conducted in
the Far West. Therefore, the fact that this simple cast iron marker was one of
the major reference points in this historically important survey and the fact
that it has remained intact for over a century makes it an historical site of re-
gional signficance.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Uzes, Francois D. Chaining the Land: A History of Surveying in California.
Sacramento, California: Landmark Enterprises, 1977.

Sinclair, C.H. Oblique Boundary Line Between California and Nevada. Washington,D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1901.

10. Geographical Data Ul NOT VERIFIED.
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Quadrangle name Verdi, Nevada
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See plhone yeport of 8/97/5)/ D heee 4o all gides of e marker,
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state  ~-1ifornia code (g county Sierra code (1]

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Donald Abbe, Research Assistant

organization History of Engineering Program date 9-5-79

street & numberTexas Tech University, P.0. Box 4039 telephone (806) 742-3591

city or town Lubbock state Texas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certmcatmn

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_X_ national ___ state ___local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /@M

title QE?;(/,éQéD. dame,{&%}%ﬁ¥éﬁZ£/QJZZ?/475759

GPO 938 835
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Verdi, Nevada

View looking North
Photographer Wendell Bell
History of Engineering Progr
Texas Tech University
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9pA THE NEVADA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND ARCHEOLOGY
Q d 201 South Fall Street — Nye Building — Room 113 — Carson City, Nevada 89710

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator Telephone (702) 885-5138
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES ROLAND D. WESTERGARD, Director
ROBERT LIST File #470.0
GOVERNOR

December 28, 1979

Ms. Carol Shull

Acting Keeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
440 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed for review is the nomination of the 1872 CALIFORNIA-
NEVADA STATE BOUNDARY MARKER to the National Register of Historic
Places.

The property nomination was submitted to and received a favorable
vote from the Nevada Review Board for Historic Preservation on its
meeting of 8 December 79. The State Office, Bureau of Land
Management, has been apprised of the nomination.

Sincerely,

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator
(State Historic Preservation Officer)

Ilher 3. ¢ sl
By: Wilbur E. Wieptecht
Historian

WEW:vh
Encs:

Recycling
Nevada's Heritage

@@ 0-343
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File #470.0

April 8, 1980

Mr. Daryl Lewis, Chief ,

. Division of Recreation y ' -
Bureau of Land Management :

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Enclosed for your review and approval is a copy of the nomination
1872 California-Nevada State Boundary Marker to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. This marker lies just outside of Verdi,
Nevada and is on BLM land.

Sincerely,

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator
(State Historic Preservation Officer)

WEW:vh

Enc:

cc: Dr. Knox Mellon
State Hist. Pres. Officer
Sacramento, California
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND W\V%GEUEVT
WASHINGTON, 20240

E@ERWE@ MAY | 5 1980

MAY 2 7 1980

8120 (420)

Ms. Mimi Rodden Divishen of Historik Pressresiion . o 5
State Historic Preservatlon Of f nd Archoslogy / '

Nevada State Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

201 South Fall Building

Nye Building, Room 113

Carson City, Nevada 98710 “‘v“)

Dear Ms. Rodden:

Thank you for your letter of April 8, 1980 requesting comments on

the 1872 California-Nevada  State Boundary Marker National Register
nomination. After careful review, I have no objections regarding this
nomination for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

However, since there is the California-Arizona Von Schmidt Boundary
Marker nomination currently under review, and another marker located in
Needles, California, perhaps a thematic nomination for the entire

line or markers and properties related to it should be considered.

This alternative may avoid duplication efforts.

If I can be of further assistance to you, do not hesitate to con-
tact me.

P

0l

Sincerely yours,

it S fir—

Chief, Division of Recreation
and Cultural Resources
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IN REPLY REFER TO

6233 (931)

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ARIZONA STATE OFFICE
2400 VALLEY BANK CENTER
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85073

FEB 2 9 1980

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Memorandum

Director (370)

To:
ASSOCIATE

From: State Director, Arizona

Subject: Transmittal of National Register Nomination

The approved nomination for the Von Schmidt State Boundary Monument
is enclosed for your submission to the National Register of Historic

Places,

For information, this nomination was one of our FY 1975 AWP and OPS

The original nomination was completed by the District
We did some addi-

obligations,
for June, 1975 submission to the State Office,

tional research and a rewrite, then learned of a citizen group's
Re-photographing the

plans to modify the setting of the monument,
monument and site was done by the State Office in June of this year,

the nomination was sent to the California SHPO in July, and received

J

approved December 10,1976,

Enclosure
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DATE
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE ,F’ ﬂ/ m

TELEPHONE REPORT e er et o

1. caLL [Z] To; [ #mom (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed)
Wil Weiprned WV-skrp (701) P65 5135

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

092 Popmbey Aluidin

4., DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

Srsso 4 ~
'70""4 aen W £ 1960 f BLar ¥ tA-sHPO.

[;’L/}ﬂ W/Mﬂ) WV{M{MN“XM
HP 5 "
’ Lsed ) oo 2scll

NAME OF PERSON PLAC /RECEIVING CALL l'l’lfl.l OFFICE

FHR-8-227 v
June 1978




THE NEVADA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND ARCHEOLOGY
201 South Fall Street — Nye Building — Room 113 — Carson City, Nevada 89710

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator Telephone (702) 885-5138
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES ROLAND D. WESTERGARD, Director
ROBERT LIST File #470.0

GOVERNOR

August 25, 1980

Mr. Joe Towner

Historian

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
440 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20243

e
Dear M ner:

In response to our telephone conversation on this date regarding the nomina-
tion of the 1872 CALIFORNIA-NEVADA STATE BOUNDARY MARKER, I am enclosing
copies of correspondence relating to our notification of BIM and the Calif-
ornia SHPO. Also included is the BLM response.

Sincerely,

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator
(State Historic Preservation Officer)

durd);

By: Wilbur E. Wikpkecht
Historian
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7.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

P.O. BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO 95811

(916) 445-8006

AUG 14 198

Ms. Mimi Rodden

State Historic Preservation Officer

Division of Historic Preservation
and Archeology

201 South Fall Street

Nye Building, Room 113

Carson City, NV 89710

Dear Ms. Rodden:

I am happy to say that I concur with the nomination of the 1872 California-Nevada
state boundary marker, located in California and Nevada, to the National Register
of Historic Places at the national level of significance. This nomination
originated with the Nevada Division of Historic Preservation and Archeology,

and was approved earlier by the Nevada Advisory Board and by yourself. This
nomination was presented to the California State Historic Resources Commission

at its meeting of August 7, 1981, where it was recommended. Please transmit

this letter of concurrence to the Keeper of the National Register, along with

the nomination for this property.

Thank you for your cooperation on this important historical resource. I Tlook
forward to working with you on other cultural resources of mutual interest.

Sincerely,

WL 22en

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Historic Preservation
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OpA THE NEVADA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND ARCHEOLOGY
201 South Fall Street — Nye Building — Room 113 — Carson City, Nevada 89710

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator Telephone (702) 885-5138
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES ROLAND D. WESTERGARD, Director
ROBERT LIST
GOVERNOR
August 18, 1981
Ms. Carol Shull Re: Nomination: 1872 Calif-
Acting Keeper of the National Register ornia-Nevada State
National Park Service Boundary Marker

440 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed herewith is a letter of concurrance regarding the nomination of a
state boundary marker from Dr. Knox Mellon. With the approval of both the
Nevada and California review boards, we request that the nomination be pulled
from its file and reviewed at the National level.

Sincerely,

MIMI RODDEN, Administrator
(State Historic Preservation Officer)

I, 00

By: Wilbur E. Wieprech
State Historic Pres

Alternate
ation Officer
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Recycling
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

. BEVAD
Date Entered

‘ws 27 198

Name

Marzen House

Also NHotified

Honorable Paul Laxalt

Honoxable Howard W. Cannon
Honorable. Jim Santini
Western Region, NPS

Eady/bjr/9/1/81

. 15?2 Califofniéfﬂevé&a*Stézé Bﬁﬁﬁdary Maékéi‘; .

Location

- Lovelock vicinity
Pershing County

’Verdi . '
Washoe County (also in Sierra County

ca)

State Historic Prgservation Officer

‘Mrs. Mimi Rodden

Division of Historice 9reservaeion &
. Axcheology

" Capitol Complex =

Carson City, Nevada 89701

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343=640Ql,

272-3504



