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3. CLASStF ICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• S i te Q S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

1 1 P r i v a t e 

B o t h 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P r o c e s s 

X X B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

1 1 O c c u p i e d 

U n o c c u p i e d 

1 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

} C X U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

C o m m e r c i a l 

n E d u c a t i o n a l 

r~l En te r t a i nmen t 

1 I G o v e r n m e n t 

(X| I ndus t r i a l 

• Mil i tary 

r~~l M u s e u m 

• Park 

1 1 P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

• Religioil* 
I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n CH Commen ts 

• Ofher (Specify) M i n i n g 

OWHER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Smel t ing Co. and p u b l i c domain 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

R . F . D . 

i i^iOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

C l a r k County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

200 Eas t Carson S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Las Vegas 

j R g l ^ g g ^ N t A T t Q N rN EXISTING S U R V E Y S 

32 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Nevada H i s t o r i c a l S i t e s 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1968 Federal • State • County • Loca l 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: U n l v e r s l t y of Nevada, Deser t Research 
I n s t i t u t e , Center f o r Western S tud ies 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Stead F a c i l i t y 
C I T Y OR T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 
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|7. PgSCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

( C f t e c * O n e ; 

• E x c e l l e n t • G o o d • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted S R u i n [~1 U n e x p o s e d 

f C h e c k One) 

n A l t e r e d % 3 ( U n o l t e r e d 

fChec fc OneJ 

• M o v e d X } ( O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f I c n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

P o t o s i i s a camp and a mine. The mine i s high on a j u n i p e r 
and p i n i o n covered h i l l and i t s p o r t a l i s on the west face 
of an almost perpendicular c l i f f 150 f e e t h i g h , near the 
summit of P o t o s i Mountain. The camp i s at P o t o s i Spring, a 
h a l f - m i l e north and 700 f e e t i n e l e v a t i o n below the mine. 

A l a r g e wooden s t r u c t u r e c o n t a i n i n g various types of mining 
machinery stands at the entrance to the h o r i z o n t a l s h a f t . 
Around p a r t of the h i l l are the remains of the mining-gauge 
r a i l w a y i n s t a l l e d at a l a t e r date to c a r r y the ore to a p o i n t 
opposite the s h a f t side of the h i l l , where i t was loaded i n t o 
buckets and lowered by cable to the bottom. The h o i s t i n g 
equipment i s d i f f i c u l t to reach, as i t i s l o c a t e d a t the 
top of an 800 f o o t h i l l . 

A h a l f - m i l e north of the mine and 70 0 f e e t below i t i s the 
camp at P o t o s i Spring. Only foundations remain of t h i s 
small camp. 

The area i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by scenic yellow sandstone 
formations, p i n i o n - j u n i p e r and Joshua t r e e p l a n t l i f e . 
P etroglyphs, mescal p i t s , and rock s h e l t e r s are i n evidence 
i n the area. • 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th C e n t u r y • 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18 th Cen tu ry 

19th Cen tu ry 

20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

(21 C o m m e r c e 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

E n g i n e e r i n g 

IXI Indust ry 

I I I nven t ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o sophy 

[ 3 S c i e n c e 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

1 I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

M i n i n g 
C o l o n i z a t i o n 
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LU 

UJ 
C O 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The P o t o s i l e a d - s i l v e r mine i s probably the o l d e s t lode mine 
i n Nevada. The d e s i r e of the Mormon settlements f o r economic 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y l e d to pros p e c t i n g by m i s s i o n a r i e s f o r l e a d . 
In A p r i l 1856, Na t h a n i e l V. Jonfes was sent by Mormon lea d e r , 
Brigham Young, t o recover ore from the "mountain of l e a d " 30 
road miles southwest of the church's mission a t Las Vegas 
Springs. 

Wood was p l e n t i f u l and running water was 12 miles away. A 
s p r i n g ;Eor camp purposes was l o c a t e d w i t h i n Ih m i l e s . On August 
21, 18^6, Jones s t a r t e d h i s lead mining o p e r a t i o n . By the 10th 
of September a furnace had been b u i l t and smelting s t a r t e d . I t 
was soon found t h a t the m a t e r i a l from which the furnace was con 
s t r u c t e d could not stand the b l a s t . Jones, w i t h the f i r s t wagon 
load of ore, set out to ob t a i n s u p p l i e s i n S a l t Lake C i t y . He 
returned to the mine on December 9 and, beginning on Christimas 
Day, the new furnace began smelting ore. 

Mining d i f f i c u l t i e s , however, beset them. The r i c h e r ore was 
soon gone and the poor grade, too f l a k y and b r i t t l e , was hard 
to process. F u e l was f a s t becoming scarce, as i t was then 
necessary to haul wood a distance of seven miles to keep the 
furnace going. A shortage of p r o v i s i o n s both f o r men and animal 
was a constant problem and s u p p l i e s had to be hauled 230 miles 
from Parowan and Cedar C i t y , Utah. 

Not more than a dozen loads of l e a d , or about 9,000 pounds, 
vere recovered before processing d i f f i c u l t i e s forced the remote 
nining camp to be abandoned i n January 185^7. P o t o s i thus became 
bhe f i r s t abandoned mine i n Nevada. ' 

B r i e f l y reopened from 1861-1863 as a source of s i l v e r , more 
2xtensive operations were made p o s s i b l e i n 1^5 by c o n s t r u c t i o n 
learby of the Los Angeles, San Pedro and S a l t Lake R a i l r o a d 
(now the Union P a c i f i c ) . 

Between the years 1913-19/7 P o t o s i was Nevada's l a r g e s t z i n c 
producer and during World War I i t was an important source of 
;his product. 

A c t i v i t y by l e s s o r s i n l a t e r years helped push P o t o s i pro­
duction to an estimated $41.5 m i l l i o n . The mine at P o t o s i 
supplied l e a d , s i l v e r , z i n c , and other v a l u a b l e ores over more 
:han a century of development. 

H i s t o r i c a l marker nxjmber 115 marks the s i t e of P o t o s i . 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS WHEN THE PROPERTr IS HESUH4ITTED, DATE: 
liM̂ IE OF PROFERTT 

attached National Register Inventory-Ncsnination form is being retumed to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated belov. 

1. Name. 

2, Location. 

3* Classification. 

k. Owner of Property. 

5* Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation In Existing Surreys. 

y T. Dee^ptlop. 

8. Statesient of significance. 

9. Bibllograpl^, 

_10. Geographical Data, 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. 

b. Screage" 

11. Form Prepared lEly. 

1̂2. Certification. 

y Pbot^raph^ Coyerage. P ^ d ^ MO^/OK ^ UT^y^Jlji-^^ 

_Map Coverage. Please use a map bearing an Identified system of coordinates, 
preferably an o r ig ina l USGS, vhich allovs us to check latitude-longitxjde. 

Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of ovir professional reviev. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure .that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria In ful l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above Items checked. 
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