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1 . Name o f P r o p e r t y 

historic name Cooper, Robert Lafayette House 
other names/site number n / a 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

street & number 1 0 9 C a m p b e l l S t r e e t n^a^inot for publication 

city, town Murphy vicinity 
stale North Carolina code NC county CherokRfi code 2ip code 2 8 9 0 6 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 

Fx l private 

I I public-local 

I ! public-State 

i I public-Fede.-al 

Category of Property 

py ] buildinq(s) 

J district 

• site 

F j structure 

i I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 

_J : buildings." g a r a g e 

sites 

structures 

objects 

1 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

n / a 
Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register - 0 -

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby ce^ i^ / that this 

EH nomination d ! request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propenies in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fonn in 36 CFR Pan 60. 

In my opiniBBn the p w p e r T y . l j m e e t does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of cenifying official Date 

State cr Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the propeny m,eets i I does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other otticial Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Na t i ona l P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n Entsred in x 
Hational Reglfltfi I, hereby, cenify that this property is: 

r /yenlered in the National Register. 

I ! See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the National 

Register. • ; See conlinuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

(removed from the National Register. 

• other, (explain:) 

'7 

nature ol me Keeper Date ol Ac: cn 



6. Funct ion or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n s 

7. Descr ipt ion 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Queen Anne 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

br ick 
weatherboard 

roof _ 
other 

composition shingle 
wood r t r iml 
br ick ^chimney;) 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Robert L a f a y e t t e Cooper House of 1889-1891 i s one of s e v e r a l residences 
b u i l t by d i f f e r e n t members of t h e Cooper f a m i l y a l o n g Campbell S t r e e t , one 
of the o l d e r neighborhoods i n Murphy, N.C. S i t t i n g back on a hedge-
enclosed l o t a t 109 Campbell S t . , the l a r g e , f r e e s t a n d i n g frame d w e l l i n g 
has been noted as "oi^e of t h e o n l y f u l l e x p r e s s i o n s of the Queen Anne S t y l e 
i n Cherokee County." The Cooper House f a c e s n o r t h e a s t on a r e g u l a r l o t 
w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 115' of s t r e e t f r o n t a g e and extends downward on a 
s l o p i n g s i t e 174' t o 116' f r o n t a g e on B a u l t S t r e e t . 

Two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , the liouse has a r o u g h l y square, h i p r o o f e d core from 
which are p r o j e c t e d a s e r i e s of lower h i p p e d and gabled masses, two 
o c t a g o n a l c u p o l a s , and a f a n c i f u l o n e - s t o r y p o r c h w i t h an o c t a g o n a l corner 
t e r m i n u s . The wood framed s t r u c t u r e s i t s above a b r i c k f o u n d a t i o n and i s 
sheathed i n w h i t e p a i n t e d w e a t h e r b o a r d w i t h d e c o r a t i v e panels of i m b r i c a t e d 
wood s h i n g l e s at gable ends and a t the upper p o r t i o n of one of t h e to w e r s . 
Double-hung sash windows of generous s i z e occur i n p a i r s and s i n g l y , i n 
e i t h e r one-over-one or two-over-two pane f o r m . Windows are f i t t e d w i t h 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l l o u v e r e d wood b l i n d s at a l l l o c a t i o n s where w a l l space 
p e r m i t s t h e i r placement. S t a i n e d g l a s s i s found i n windows a t t h e s t r e e t 
facade ( n o r t h e a s t ) and east e l e v a t i o n s . Windows and doors are trimmed 
w i t h p l a i n a r c h i t r a v e s w i t h cyma moulded caps; s i m i l a r l y , the cornerboards 
are broad and p l a i n . A box c o r n i c e w i t h bedmoulded a r c h i t r a v e c a r r i e s 
around t he house and across t h e f r o n t p o r c h . A l l r o o f s u r f a c e s are 
p r e s e n t l y c l a d i n grey c o m p o s i t i o n s h i n g l e l a i d over t he o r i g i n a l wood 
s h i n g l e s . Two s i m p l y capped r e d b r i c k chimneys, s e t one behind the o t h e r , 
crown t he p e a l of t h e c e n t r a l h i p p e d r o o f . Large panels of wood l a t t i c e 
are found a t the r e a r f o u n d a t i o n , s e t between b r i c k p i e r s t h a t r i s e t o a 
h e i g h t of up t o t e n f e e t as a r e s u l t of t h e d r a m a t i c s l o p e of t h e l o t . 

The Campbell S t r e e t 
e l e v a t i o n . Massing 
c o m p o s i t i o n u n i f i e d 
d e c o r a t i v e sawnwork 
low h i p p e d r o o f w i t h 
t e r m i n u s w i t h b e l l - s 
type b a l u s t e r s . Squ 
and simple b r a c k e t s 
At the en t r a n c e bay. 

facade i s t h e most complex and e l a b o r a t e l y a r t i c u l a t e d 
and f e n e s t r a t i o n are a s y m m e t r i c a l , w i t h the whole 
by a o n e - s t o r y porch w i t h a r i c h a p p l i c a t i o n of 
t y p i c a l of t h e Queen Anne s t y l e . The porch f e a t u r e s a 
a gable d c e n t r a l e n t r y bay and an o c t a g o n a l e a s t e r n 

haped r o o f . The b a l u s t r a d e i s of sawn or s i l h o u e t t e 
are p o s t s f e a t u r e chamfered edges and r i s e t o molding 
t h a t s u p p o r t a paneled f r i e z e w i t h c i r c u l a r c u t o u t s . 
the b r a c k e t s are l a r g e and i n an e l a b o r a t e f o l i a t e 

ee :cn;:.-.ation sneet 
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m o t i f and meet at a pendant i n the middle of the bay. The p r i n c i p a l 
entrance i s a door s e t somewhat o f f c e n t e r on the facade, f l a n k e d a t the 
f i r s t f l o o r by two t a l l windows t o the east and by t h e o c t a g o n a l c o r n e r bay 
to the n o r t h . The o c t a g o n a l c o r n e r bay or tower r i s e s t h r o u g h t o the 
second s t o r y and th e n c o n t i n u e s as a broad s h i n g l e d f r i e z e , p l a i n a t the 
bottom and s c a l l o p e d above, t h a t t e r m i n a t e s i n a b e l l - s h a p e d r o o f w i t h wood 
f i n i a l . B a l a n c i n g o u t the second s t o r y p o r t i o n of t h e tower i s a gabled 
p r o j e c t i o n w i t h p a i r e d windows and a tympanum w i t h a l t e r a t i n g rows o f 
s c a l l o p e d and sawtoothed s h i n g l e s . Above t h e f ^ r s t f l o o r door i s a second 
s t o r y window w i t h s t a i n e d g l a s s , added i n 1903. The f r o n t door i s an 
o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e , w i t h E a s t l a k e i n s p i r e d c a r v i n g and a p p l i e d mouldings t h a t 
enframe a c l e a r g l a z e d pane s e t above two recessed wood p a n e l s . The door 
a l s o r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l screened door w i t h s p o o l f r i e z e and spoked 
q u a r t e r - c i r c l e s . 

The o r i g i n a l f r o n t p o r c h of 1889-1891 extended across the t h r e e east bays 
of the facade a t the f i r s t s t o r y . A s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g pediment w i t h 
s h i n g l e d tympanum m a t c h i n g t h a t of the upper gable was c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d , 
a l i g n e d w i t h and emphasizing t h e f r o n t door. The remainder of the porch 
was set under a h i p p e d r o o f . Turned columns s u p p o r t e d the p o r c h r o o f . 
Around 1903, the p o r c h was extended t o the east and t o the west. The 
octa g o n a l t e r m i n u s was added a t t h i s time and the t u r n e d columns r e p l a c e d 
w i t h the c u r r e n t square p o s t s . C o n c u r r e n t l y , the o r i g i n a l sawn c o r n e r 
b r a c k e t s were r e p l a c e d w i t h s i m i l a r , i f s i m p l i f i e d , forms and the f r i e z e 
was i n s t a l l e d . The pedimented p o r c h bay was r e b u i l t w i t h a s h a l l o w e r 
p i t c h , i t s tympanum r e f i g u r e d i n beaded v e r t i c a l boards. As extended t o 
the west , the porch now wraps around t h e base of the o c t a g o n a l c o r n e r 
tower and t e r m i n a t e s a t the o n e - s t o r y h i p p e d r o o f e d wing a t the west 
e l e v a t i o n , added a t t h e same t i m e ( c i r c a 1903). The handsome sawn 
b a l u s t e r s of the o r i g i n a l porch were r e p l i c a t e d f o r t h e a l t e r a t i o n s . 

The s outheast s i d e e l e v a t i o n f e a t u r e s two p r o j e c t i n g bays: t h e f i r s t , a 
one- s t o r y r e c t a n g u l a r bay w i t h narrow s i d e windows and p a i r e d windows at 
the broad s o u t h e a s t e l e v a t i o n ; t h e second, a t w o - s t o r y , s e m i - o c t a g o n a l bay 
i s set under a gabled and b r a c k e t e d r o o f p r o j e c t i o n . At the f i r s t s t o r y , 
the semi-octagonal bay has a l a r g e , h o r i z o n t a l l y o r i e n t e d window trimmed i n 
s t a i n e d g l a s s t h a t l i g h t s the d i n i n g room. 

Toward the rear i s t h e k i t c h e n w i n g , r a i s e d a t an e a r l y date from one t o 
two s t o r i e s . I t now f e a t u r e s an e x t e r i o r wood s t a i r t h a t a l l o w s access t o 
a second f l o o r a p a r t m e n t — a s u b d i v i s i o n of the o r i g i n a l s i n g l e - f a m i l y 
r esidence made i n t h e 1930s. 

The o t h e r s i d e , or n o r t h w e s t e l e v a t i o n , was a l t e r e d c o n s i d e r a b l y i n the 
changes of c i r c a 1903. The o r i g i n a l t w o - s t o r y p r o j e c t i n g wing i s now 
concealed a t the lower s t o r y by a hipped r o o f e d a d d i t i o n t h a t f e a t u r e s an 
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o c t a g o n a l p r o j e c t i n g tower a t i t s n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r . The d i m i n u t i v e tower 
has f i v e of i t s e i g h t s i d e s exposed, each f i t t e d w i t h narrow windows, the 
whole crowned w i t h a b e l l - s h a p e d r o o f . A o n e - s t o r y porch w i t h t u r n e d 
columns and both sawn and s i m p l e m a t c h s t i c k b a l u s t e r s was extended from t h e 
base of t h e wing around 1900. T h i s p o r c h , now screened, n e a r l y r e p l i c a t e s 
an e a r l i e r porch i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t t o t h e west t h a t was encl o s e d as a 
hipped r o o f bedroom a d d i t i o n of t h e 1930s. 

Other known a l t e r a t i o n s t o the e x t e r i o r i n c l u d e : porch and house r o o f s 
were covered w i t h c o m p o s i t i o n s h i n g l e s (sometime around 1950) over the 
o r i g i n a l , d e c o r a t i v e wood s h i n g l e s ; the c e n t r a l chimney, o r i g i n a l l y 
c o r b e l l e d w i t h recessed p a n e l s , was r e b u i l t i n a s i m p l e r , s h o r t e r form 
a f t e r 1903; the second f l o o r was c o n v e r t e d t o apartment use i n t h e 1930s, 
w i t h an e x t e r i o r wood s t a i r added a t the s o u t h e a s t e l e v a t i o n ; t h e e x t e r i o r 
has been p a i n t e d u n i f o r m l y w h i t e , w i t h green p a i n t e d b l i n d s , and r e d 
p a i n t e d f o u n d a t i o n ( t h e pre-1900 p h o t o g r a p h shows a p o l y c h r o m a t i c c o l o r 
scheme t h a t emphasized bands of p a t t e r n e d s h i n g l i n g and o t h e r d e t a i l s ) and 
the o r i g i n a l wood p i c k e t fence a t the f r o n t y a r d l i n e was r e p l a c e d w i t h a 
p r i v e t hedge around 1920. 

The i n t e r i o r arrangement of spaces and t h e q u a l i t y of d e t a i l i n g c a r r y out 
the promise of the e x t e r i o r . The p l a n i s a s y m m e t r i c a l , w i t h f o u r 
p r i n c i p a l or p u b l i c rooms o r g a n i z e d about a r o u g h l y c e n t r a l e n t r y - s t a i r 
h a l l . From the f r o n t door, e n t r y i s made d i r e c t l y t o the e n t r y / s t a i r h a l l , 
designed i n the manner of l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y l i v i n g h a l l s . T h i s space 
encompasses a broad passage, s t a i r , and t h e o c t a g o n a l c o r n e r tower a t the 
n o r t h c o r n e r of the facade. 

To the no r t h w e s t of t h e e n t r y / s t a i r h a l l i s a s i t t i n g room, added c i r c a 
1903 as a o n e - s t o r y h i p p e d r o o f ^ ^ d i t i o n w i t h o n e - s t o r y o c t a g o n a l corner 
tower; i t s n o r t h w e s t s i d e opens/a screened p o r c h . On the o p p o s i t e s i d e of 
the e n t r y / s t a i r h a l l i s a f r o n t p a r l o r a r r a n g e d en s u i t e w i t h a d i n i n g 
room. A l i b r a r y , s i n c e c o n v e r t e d t o use as a bedroom, i s l o c a t e d behind 
the e n t r y / s t a i r h a l l . 

I n the back, s e r v i c e p o r t i o n of t h e f i r s t f l o o r i s a k i t c h e n w i t h b u t l e r ' s 
p a n t r y . I n the 1930s, t h e po r c h c o n n e c t i n g t h e d i n i n g room on t h e 
sout h e a s t was a l t e r e d t o a b r e a k f a s t room, a p a n t r y , and a s m a l l r e m a i n i n g 
porch f a c i n g the s o u t h / s o u t h w e s t . On the western c o r n e r , a s m a l l playroom 
was c o n v e r t e d i n t o a bathroom and a s m a l l bedroom was added i n t h e 1930s. 

I n t e r i o r f i n i s h e s are somewhat u n u s u a l f o r t h e i r v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l s and 
p a t t e r n s . Throughout, w a l l s and c e i l i n g s are p l a s t e r e d and f l o o r s are of 
wood ( t h e s u b f l o o r i n g i s h e a r t p i n e ) . The i n t e r i o r was r a t h e r t y p i c a l 
u n t i l the e x t e n s i v e r e m o d e l l i n g i n 1903. With the e x c e p t i o n of t h e f r o n t 
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p a r l o r , each o f - t h e f i r s t f l o o r p u b l i c rooms f e a t u r e s a d i f f e r e n t and 
e l a b o r a t e p a t t e r n o f p a r q u e t r y i n w a l n u t , c h e r r y , and oak. W a i n s c o t i n g i n 
t h e e n t r y / s t a i r h a l 1 a nd i n t h e d i n i n g room i s o f v e r t i c a l b eaded b o a r d s , 
l a i d i n a p a t t e r n o f w a l n u t , o a k , c h e r r y , m a p l e , and t w o t y p e s o f p i n e . I n 
t h e e n t r y / s t a i r h a 1 1 , t h i s t r e a t m e n t (now c o v e r e d w i t h c a n v a s and w a l l p a p e r ) 
c o n t i n u e s t h e f u l l h e i g h t o f t h e w a l l s , f i r s t and s e c o n d f l o o r . Window 
bays a r e f i t t e d w i t h e l a b o r a t e p a n e l s o f w a l n u t s p i n d l e w o r k . S t a i n e d wood 
d o o r s a r e f o u n d i n t h e s e rooms, w i t h f o l d i n g p a n e l e d d o o r s ( i n s t a l l e d 1903) 
bet w e e n t h e e n t r y - s t a i r h a l 1 and f r o n t p a r l o r and b e t w e e n t h e l i b r a r y and 
d i n i n g room, and p a n e l e d p o c k e t d o o r s f o u n d b e t w e e n t h e f r o n t p a r l o r and 
d i n i n g room. E l e c t r o p l a t e d E a s t l a k e s t y l e d o o r h a r d w a r e i s f o u n d 
t h r o u g h o u t and numerous l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s o f c i r c a 1903 o r e a r l i e r r e m a i n 
i n p l a c e . 

The e n t r y / s t a i r h a 1 1 f e a t u r e s a p a t t e r n o f c o n c e n t r i c o c t a g o n a l r i n g s i n 
a l t e r n a t e l y l i g h t and d a r k f l o o r b o a r d s . The s t a i r has t u r n e d , o c t a g o n a l 
b a l u s t e r s and a heavy t u r n e d n e w e l p o s t , a l l i n w a l n u t . The w a i n s c o t i n g 
t h a t c a r r i e s a r o u n d t h e room and c o n t i n u e s up t h e s t a i r c a s e o n t o t h e second 
f l o o r h a l l w a y r e p e a t s t h e a l t e r n a t i n g l i g h t and d a r k wood c o l o r s o f t h e 
f l o o r . Windows a t t h e o c t a g o n a l c o r n e r bay a r e f i t t e d w i t h w o r k i n g 
i n t e r i o r b l i n d s , s t a i n e d d a r k , and t h e bay i s f u r t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e d by an 
e l a b o r a t e s p i n d l e w o r k f r i e z e . An e a r l y 2 0 t h C . l i g h t f i x t u r e i s su s p e n d e d 
f r o m t h e c e i l i n g : t h e f i x t u r e i s a b r a s s t u b e w i t h a l a r g e d r o p p e d f r o s t e d 
g l a s s g l o b e w i t h h e a v y b r a s s c o l l a r . 

The s i t t i n g room o f c i r c a 1903 r e p e a t s t h e d e c o r a t i v e m o t i f s o f t h e 
e n t r y / s t a i r h a l 1 , b u t w i t h o u t t h e use o f w a i n s c o t i n g . Woodwork h e r e has 
been p a i n t e d w h i t e , and t h e s e m i - o c t a g o n a 1 c o r n e r bay i s p a n e l l e d i n t h e 
f a s h i o n o f t h e s t a i r / e n t r y h a l l . 

The f r o n t p a r l o r f e a t u r e s an u n f i n i s h e d h a r d w o o d f l o o r c o n c e a l e d b e n e a t h an 
o r i g i n a l B r u s s e l s t y p e w a l l - t o - w a l l c a r p e t . Woodwork, a l l d a r k s t a i n e d , 
i n c l u d e s a c o r n e r f i r e p l a c e w i t h N e o c l a s s i c a l s t y l e c h i m n e y p i e c e f e a t u r i n g 
a m i r r o r e d and s h e l v e d o v e r m a n t l e above a b l u e - t i l e d f i r e o p e n i n g i n s t a l l e d 
i n 1904. At t h e r e c t a n g u l a r bay i s a v e r y e l a b o r a t e sawnwork and 
s p i n d l e w o r k f r i e z e s e t w i t h i n a d a r k s t a i n e d p i n e s u r r o u n d . The windows 
a r e f i t t e d w i t h l o u v e r e d , o p e r a b l e i n t e r i o r b l i n d s . A c i r c a 1903 e l e c t r i c 
f i x t u r e i l l u m i n a t e s t h e room f r o m a c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n on t h e c e i l i n g . The 
f i x t u r e i s a d r o p p e d b r a s s w i t h 2 arms t h a t c u r v e o f f an u r n - s h a p e d f i n i a l : 
shades a r e o r i g i n a l f r o s t e d g l a s s w i t h r a i s e d c l e a r f l e u r s - d e - l i s . 
However, t h e o r i g i n a l c e i l i n g has been c o v e r e d o v e r by a d r o p p e d a c o u s t i c a l 
t i l e c e i l i n g . 

The d i n i n g room a g a i n f e a t u r e s a v e r t i c a l b o a r d w a i n s c o t o f a l t e r n a t e l y 
d a r k and l i g h t woods. A l o n g h o r i z o n t a l window i n t h e s e m i - o c t a g o n a 1 bay 
has a f r i e z e o f a l t e r n a t i n g m agenta and g r e e n g l a s s s q u a r e s . The 
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c h a n d e l i e r h e r e d a t e s t o a b o u t 1930 and i s o f c r y s t a l . The c h i m n e y p i e c e i s 
s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n t h e f r o n t p a r l o r . The p a r q u e t r y h e r e i s somewhat 
s i m p l e r t h a n i n t h e e n t r y - s t a i r h a l l . 

The l i b r a r y (now a bedroom) i s s i m i l a r t o t h e o t h e r p u b l i c rooms on t h e 
f i r s t f l o o r . I t f e a t u r e s a p a r q u e t f l o o r and a N e o c l a s s i c a l c h i m n e y p i e c e . 

The s e c o n d f l o o r p l a n r e p e a t s t h a t o f t h e o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n o f t h e f i r s t 
f l o o r . Here d e t a i l i n g i s somewhat d i m i n i s h e d , b u t handsome m i r r o r e d 
c h i m n e y p i e c e s and o t h e r f e a t u r e s a r e s t i l l i n e v i d e n c e . F l o o r s a r e o f t h e 
c o n v e n t i o n a l h e a r t p i n e s t r i p f l o o r i n g t y p e . The s e c o n d f l o o r rooms were 
a l l a p p a r e n t l y i n t e n d e d as b e d r o o m s . 

A l t e r a t i o n s o f 1903-1904 and, more i m p o r t a n t l y , i n t h e 1930s, c h a n g e d t h e 
o r i g i n a l a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e back o r s e r v i c e p o r t i o n o f t h e house, b o t h i n 
t h e r e c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f t h e f i r s t f l o o r s p a c e s and i n t h e a d d i t i o n o f rooms 
a t t h e s e c o n d f l o o r . The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r s e r v i c e s t a i r f r o m t h e k i t c h e n 
was removed i n 1950, a l t h o u g h t h e e x t e r i o r a p a r t m e n t s t a i r was added i n t h e 
1930s. The f i r s t f l o o r b a t h r o o m was added i n 1903 and a second f l o o r 
b a t h r o o m added i n t h e 1930s when t h a t space was c o n v e r t e d t o an a p a r t m e n t . 
The c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e s e c o n d f l o o r t o an a p a r t m e n t i n v o l v e d m i n o r a d d i t i o n s 
and s p a t i a l r e c o n f i g u r a t i o n s among t h e rooms t o w a r d t h e back o f t h a t f l o o r 
r e s u l t i n g i n a s m a l l k i t c h e n a nd b a t h r o o m . C o r r e s p o n d e n t changes i n t h e 
use o f some f i r s t f l o o r s p aces were made, w i t h t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d s o u t h e a s t 
p o r c h c o n v e r t e d i n t o a b r e a k f a s t , room and a p a n t r y , and t h e l i b r a r y 
c o n v e r t e d t o use as a bedroom. 

A r e c t a n g u l a r , o n e - s t o r y g a r a g e / s h e d was added a b o u t 1930 o f f t h e w e s t 
c o r n e r o f t h e ho u s e . I t i s f r e e - s t a n d i n g and f e a t u r e s w e a t h e r b o a r d o v e r 
wood f r a m e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

^ D o c k e r y . M a r b l e & Lo g. . . . Page 135. 

2 
The window does n o t a p p e a r i n an e a r l y p h o t o g r a p h o f 1900 o r b e f o r e , and 

i s m e n t i o n e d i n R. L. Cooper's a c c o u n t book o f 1903. 



8. Statement of Signif icance 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally Q statewide Pvlloca.lv 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A O B 2 I 1 C | !D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A ( U B Q C H J D C J E [ H F I ] G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 
1889-91; 1905-1904 

Significant Dates  
1889-1891 
1903-1904 

Cultural Affiliation 
n / a 

Significant Person 
n/a 

Architect/Builder 
nnr Vnnwn 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas ana periods of significance noted above.  

S UMMARY 

The Robert L a f a y e t t e Cooper House was b u i l t i n 1839-1891; i t was e n l a r g e d 
i n 1903-1904 w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t e l a b o r a t i o n of the i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g . I t i s 
a r a r e and e x c e l l e n t example of Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r e i n wes t e r n N o r t h 
C a r o l i n a . I n a r e g i o n where v e r n a c u l a r forms predominate, the Cooper 
House's a s y m m e t r i c a l massing and f u l l y r e a l i z e d Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g s e t i t 
a p a r t as the best l o c a l embodiment of i t s s t y l e . Imposing i n i t s s m a l l 
town s e t t i n g f o r i t s s i z e , t h e house d e r i v e s i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e f r o m t h e 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of i t s i r r e g u l a r f o r m and from the e l a b o r a t e t r e a t m e n t 
a f f o r d e d i t s myriad d e t a i l s such as bays and t o w e r s , porches, v a r i a t i o n of 
window massing and d e s i g n , v a r i e d and r i c h use of m a t e r i a l s , and, f u r t h e r , 
from t he e x t e n t t o which these o r i g i n a l and e a r l y elements and d e t a i l s 
remain i n t a c t and f a i t h f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of the o r i g i n a l owner's d e s i g n 
i n t e n t i o n s . The house was b u i l t by Robert L a f a y e t t e Cooper as a wedding 
pr e s e n t f o r h i s w i f e . Cooper was q u i t e p r o m i n e n t i n t h e a f f a i r s of Murphy 
and the r e g i o n , and t h e house r e f l e c t e d h i s success as a l a w y e r , banker, 
and l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n . 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e Robe 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . The house wou 
Anne s t y l e i n any s e t t i n g ; i 
Murphy and Cherokee County w 
While not s i n g u l a r l y o u t s t a n 
p r o g r e s s i v e example of i t s s 
s k i l l f u l l y composed so as t o 
i n i t s asymmetry and i n i t s 
massing of the e x t e r i o r w i t h 
p i c t u r e s q u e towers and bays 
p l a n t h a t i n c o r p o r a t e s a l a r 

r t L a f a y e t t e Cooper House i s i n i t s 
I d s t a n d as a noteworthy example of the Queen 
t stands p a r t i c u l a r l y so i n i t s s e t t i n g i n 
here t r a d i t i o n a l v e r n a c u l a r forms p r e v a i l . 
d i n g from a n a t i o n a l v i e w p o i n t as a landmark or 
t y l e , t h e house i s non e t h e l e s s s u b t l y and 
e x e m p l i f y t h e p r e c e p t s of the Queen Anne s t y l e 

r i c h and f a n c i f u l d e t a i l i n g . The i r r e g u l a r 
i t s complex r o o f , m u l t i p l e porches, and 

i s matched a t t h e i n t e r i o r i n the a s y m m e t r i c a l 
ge and i m p r e s s i v e e n t r y / s t a i r h a l l (a s m a l l e r 

X See continuaiicr. sneet 
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s c a l e d r e s p o n s e - - t o t h e g r a n d " l i v i n g h a l l s " o f t h e e a r l y Queen Anne 
m a n s i o n s e r e c t e d i n t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n s t a t e s b e g i n n i n g i n t h e 1870s f r o m 
d e s i g n s by M c K i m , Mead & W h i t e a n d o t h e r a v a n t - g a r d e a r c h i t e c t s ) . Of 
f u r t h e r n o t e i s t h e d i s t i n c t i o n made b e t w e e n f r o n t o r f a m i l y p o r t i o n s o f 
t h e house and r e a r o r s e r v a n t s ' a r e a s - - a d r a m a t i c s h i f t f r o m l o c a l 
v e r n a c u l a r p l a n s a n d a s t r o n g s t a t e m e n t as t o t h e s o c i a l s t a t u s o f t h e 
o r i g i n a l o w n e r s . N o t e w o r t h y , t o o , i s t h e u s e o f l o c a l m a t e r i a l s t o e x p r e s s 
a n a t i o n a l s t y l e , i n t h i s c a s e s e e n i n t h e u se o f m u l t i p l e n a t i v e woods 
f o r d e c o r a t i v e e f f e c t on t h e i n t e r i o r , a n d , i n more u t i l i t a r i a n w a y s , i n 
t h e use o f l o c a l l u m b e r a n d o n - s i t e f i r e d b r i c k f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

R o b e r t L a f a y e t t e C o o p e r and w i f e G r a c e P r u d e n C o o p e r t o o k s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e s 
i n t h e d e s i g n a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r h o u s e a t 109 Cai tpbel l S t r e e t , as 
d e t a i l e d i n t h e e x t e n s i v e j o u r n a l s w h i c h C o o p e r k e p t . A l t h o u g h no 
a r c h i t e c t o r b u i l d e r has been d e f i n i t e l y i d e n t i f i e d . C o o p e r ' s a c c o u n t b o o k s 
n o t e an u n u s u a l l y s t r o n g i n t e r e s t i n e v e n t h e s m a l l e s t d e t a i l s o f t h e 
h o u s e . I n a d d i t i o n t o R. L . C o o p e r ' s b o u n d v o l u m e s o f c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , an 
e a r l i e r a c c o u n t b o o k d a t e s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e h o u s e as b e g i n n i n g i n 
1889 . T h i s a c c o u n t b o o k a l s o d e s c r i b e s t h e use o f l u m b e r f r o m R. L . 
Cooper's own t imber l a n d s , and the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l s t o the s i t e v i a r a i l r o a d . 
His correspondence a l so revea ls t h a t the Coopers designed and supervised the 1903-1904 
remodel l ing of the house. For example, on May 23, 1903, Cooper wrote to the Woodward 
Lumber Company i n A t l a n t a and s t a t ed t h a t "Mrs. Cooper has had another change o f h e a r t , 
or r a the r of mind; and ins t ead of the window ordered yes te rday , she wants one l i k e the 
enclosed s k e t c h . " 

Cooper was born i n present-day Graham County, Nor th Ca ro l i na i n 1865, educated a t the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Nor th C a r o l i n a and, l i k e h i s f a t h e r , became a succes s fu l a t t o r n e y . He 
served as mayor of Murphy i n 1894, as l o c a l a t t o r n e y f o r the A t l a n t a , K n o x v i l l e & Northern 
Ra i l road and the Southern Rai lway, as p r e s iden t o f the Bank of Murphy, and as p res iden t of 
the Murphy F u r n i t u r e Manufac tu r ing Company. Cooper d i e d a t age 39 i n 1904 and l o c a l 
o b i t u a r i e s note h i s prominence i n the a f f a i r s of Murphy and the r e g i o n . 

Since Cooper's dea th , the house has passed c o n t i n u o u s l y i n the hands o f h i s f a m i l y : Grace 
Pruden Cooper i n h e r i t e d the house upon her husband's dea th ; i t passed i n 1948 to the 
Coopers' daughter , Emily Cooper Davidson; and i n 1985 to her son Je r ry W. Davidson. Mr. 
Davidson cont inues to own the house, w h i l e h i s daughte r , Margaret A. Davidson, l i v e s there 
on a p a r t - t i m e b a s i s . 

S i g n i f i c a n t changes were made to the house c i r c a 1903, and i n the 1930s the house was 
a l t e r e d by i t s h o r i z o n t a l d i v i s i o n i n t o two f l a t s . The f i r s t a l t e r a t i o n s may be seen as 
ref inements of the o r i g i n a l design and c a r r y out i t s s p i r i t and i n t e n t . The a l t e r a t i o n s 
necessary to convert the house to apartments i n the 1930s were s i m i l a r l y accomplished to 
respect the o r i g i n a l design i n t e n t . 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

A l l of l o t 7638 i n Section 1 (block 54) of Cherokee County Tax Maps for the town of Murphy 

Q S e e continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification The house i s s i tuated on the o r i g i n a l c i t y lot that f ron ts to Campbell 
Street and backs to Bault Street; the street facade faces northeast. Sides o f the lo t are 
shared wi th adjacent house lots at 107 and 111 Campbell. 
The lo t was assembled from d i f f e r e n t parcels in 1889, and the present lo t size and dimensions 
r e f l e c t those o r i g i n a l l y intended f o r the house. No s i g n i f i c a n t ::h£Age5 have occurred to the 
lot since the erection o f the house (1891-1895). The proposed boundaries, then, encompass 
the f u l l extent of the o r i g i n a l l o t and [XJSee continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Robert A. Warnock a rch i tec tu ra l h i s to r i an 

organization 
street & number 1514 1 7 t h S t r e e t . NW 

1/90 

cir/ or town Washington. DC 

. date _ 

. tp i f tphnnft202/66/-5863 

. Slate Z;D code ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



HPS f>.«'frsoo-i 0^3 ijLTz-ti NO m»-a3n 

United States Department of tfie Interior 
National'Park Sen/ice 

National Register of Historic Places 

C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t Robert Lafayette Ccxper House, Murphy, N C  

Section number Page ^ 

do not i n f r i n g e iipon any adjacent p roper t i es . The h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y o f the lo t l ines 
and the lo t size (116' x 174') suggest that nomination of the f u l l extent of the 
present lo t i s appropriate to the purposes o f the National Register. 
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The following information applies to a l l photographs unless otherwise noted: 

1) Robert Lafayette Cooper House 
2) Murphy, North Carolina 
3) 7/1988 
4) Margaret Davidson 
5) Western Office, NC Division of Archives & History, Asheville, NC 

A. 6) main facade, to the southwest 

B. 6) main and northwest facades, to the south 

C. 6) northwest and rear facades, to the east 

D. 6) rear facade, to the north 

E. 6) southeast facade, to the north 

F. 3) 3/90 
6) front parlor 

G. 3) 3/90 
6) dining room 

H. 3) 3/90 
6) fl o o r at front door 
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EXHIBIT: Robert Lafayette Cooper House, ca. 1896 
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Dear Mr. Rogers: 
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