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1. Name of Property ~ 
historic name Propst , David F . House 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
K/jViot for Dublicatiorr street & number NW c o r . , j c t . o f SR 1810 S. SR 1878 

city, town Maiden I Xlvicinlty~ 
state North Caro l ina code NC county Catawba code 0 3 5 zip code 2 8 6 5 0 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[xD private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

K } building(s) 

I I district 

I i site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
H i s t o r i c SI A r c h i t e c t u r a l Resources o f 
"Catawba Countv, N.C. 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register. 0 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In mvstPPifjipn, thacprofiejtyjLxJ nf\eets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

L State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

entered In the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 

Q determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

1 I removed from the National Register. 

Q other, (explain:) 

Sntorod In tho 
National SeglstoB 

nature of the Keeper Date of Action 



David F. Propst House, Catawba County, N.C. 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic; single dwelling Domestic: single dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from Instructions) 

foundation br ick. 
Other: Vernacular Late Vic to r ian walls br ick 

roof asbestos 
other wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The David F. P r o p s t Hcwuise i s one of a small group of two-
s t o r y b r i c k houses b u i l t , i n t h e 1870s and 1880s s u r v i v i n g i n 
r u r a l Catawba County. While a l l of th e s e houses — i n c l u d i n g t h e 
Propst House, t h e Keever-Cansler House, t h e Joe Bandy House, t h e 
T. L. Bandy House, and t h e Abraham Anthony House -- are 
t h r e e - b a y - w i d e , s i n g l e p i l e s t r u c t u r e s w i t h end chimneys, and 
w h i l e some i n t h e group share o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , each e s t a b ­
l i s h e s i t s own i d e n t i t y t h r o u g h t he use of i n d i v i d u a l d e t a i l i n g . 

Located a p p r o x i m a t e l y two m i l e s n o r t h e a s t of t h e town of 
Maiden, t h e Propst House i s s i t u a t e d on t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r of 
the j u n c t i o n o f SR 1810 and SR 1878. A l t h o u g h t h e house was 
o r g i n a l l y accompanied by over 100 a c r e s , t h e p r o p e r t y a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h i t has been reduced t o o n l y t h e house l o t on t h e n o r t h s i d e 
of SR 1878. The house i t s e l f faces s o u t h e a s t i n a yard t h a t i s 
bordered on t h e east and s o u t h by SR 1810 and SR 1878 and on t h e 
n o r t h and west by t r e e s and shr u b b e r y . 

The Propst House was b u i l t ca. 1887, and a c c o r d i n g t o f a m i l y 
t r a d i t i o n , t h e b r i c k s used i n i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n were handmade. 
La i d i n s i x - t o - o n e common bond, the b r i c k s a re l a r g e r than usual 
and are l i g h t orange-brown i n c o l o r . The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c harac­
t e r i s t i c s o f t h e Propst House e x t e r i o r a re i t s use of p l a i n b r i c k 
p i l a s t e r s t o d e f i n e t h e bays, i t s c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e which c o n t i n ­
ues across t h e n o r t h and s o u t h ends of t h e house t o s e p a r a t e t h e 
w a l l s from t h e g a b l e s , and i t s o r i g i n a l o n e - s t o r y b r i c k r e a r e l l 

^ which c o n t i n u e s t h e d e t a i l i n g of t h e main body of t h e house. The 
use of p i l a s t e r s r e l a t e s t h i s house t o t h e w a l l t r e a t m e n t found 
both a t t h e Memorial Reformed Church (1887) i n nearby Maiden and 
a t t h e Joe Bandy House ( 1 8 8 7 ) , l e s s t h a n t e n m i l e s t o t h e n o r t h ­
e a s t . Other e x t e r i o r f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e a gable r o o f w i t h boxed 
eaves, i n t e r i o r end chimneys which p r o j e c t o n e - b r i c k ' s t h i c k n e s s 
on t h e end w a l l s , a b r i c k water t a b l e , p e n c i l l e d b r i c k J o i n t s and 
f o u r - o v e r - f o u r sash windows w i t h f l a t - a r c h e d b r i c k l i n t e l s . A 
low arched e n t r a n c e t o t h e c e l l a r i s found on t h e s o u t h s i d e of 
the house near t h e f r o n t , and a v e n t i l a t i o n a r c h i s found a t the 

" same l o c a t i o n on t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e house. The f r o n t porch 
w i t h hipped r o o f and modern i r o n w o r k posts i s a m i d - t w e n t i e t h 

See continuation sheet 
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c e n t u r y replacement of t h e o r i g i n a l . The s i n g l e chamfered post 
r e m a i n i n g on t h e shed porch of the e l l suggests t h a t t h e f r o n t 
porch may o r i g i n a l l y have had s i m i l a r p o s t s . The f o c a l p o i n t of 
the facade ( e a s t s i d e ) o f t h e house i s t h e c e n t e r bay e n t r a n c e 
w i t h f o u r - p a n e l door f l a n k e d by s i d e l i g h t s . 

The o n l y a d d i t i o n t o t h e Propst House c o n s i s t s o f a semi­
detached frame s t r u c t u r e p r o j e c t i n g westward and n o r t h w a r d f r o m 
the r e a r of t h e e l l . Sheathed i n a c o m b i n a t i o n o f f l u s h b o a r d ­
i n g , w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g and German s i d i n g , and covered w i t h a hipped 
r o o f , t h i s m u l t i - p u r p o s e a d d i t i o n ( o f unknown d a t e ) f u n c t i o n e d as 
a s t o r a g e room ( c l o s e s t t o t h e e l l ) , and on t h e o t h e r s i d e o f a 
breezeway, as an i c e house. The e l l porch c o n t i n u e s across t h e 
east s i d e of t h e frame a d d i t i o n , and a gabled porch extends 
westward from t h e breezeway on t h e r e a r . 

A l t h o u g h t h e i n t e r i o r of t h e Propst House r e t a i n s much of 
i t s o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g , i t has seen more a l t e r a t i o n s than t h e 
e x t e r i o r . O r i g i n a l l y t h e house f e a t u r e d a c e n t e r h a l l p l a n w i t h 

,„-s'' two-over-two rooms i n f r o n t and an a d d i t i o n a l two rooms i n t h e 
s i n g l e s t o r y e l l . The o u t e r w a l l s were p l a s t e r e d , t h e i n n e r 

" p a r t i t i o n s were f l u s h - s h e a t h e d , and t h e c e i l i n g s may a l s o have 
been f l u s h sheathed. At p r e s e n t , however, t h e p a r t i t i o n d i v i d i n g 
the c e n t r a l passage from t h e n o r t h room ( p a r l o r ) on t h e f i r s t 

•., s t o r y has been removed, and many of t h e w a l l s have been sheathed 
w i t h modern plywood p a n e l i n g , w h i l e t h e c e i l i n g s a r e covered w i t h 
narrow beaded b o a r d i n g . Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t a re t h e f i r s t 
s t o r y mantels i n both f r o n t and e l l s e c t i o n s of t h e house w i t h 
t h e i r reeded p i l a s t e r and c u r v i l i n e a r f r i e z e , and t h e v e r n a c u l a r 
s t a i r w a y w i t h i t s chamfered newel, ramped h a n d r a i l and c u r v i l i n ­
ear s t a i r b r a c k e t s . The reeded c a s i n g s which s u r r o u n d t h e f o u r 
and f i v e panel doors r e f l e c t t h e mantel t r e a t m e n t . There a r e no 
mantels on t h e second s t o r y . 



uavid F. Propst House, Catawba County, N.C. 
8. Statement of Signi f icance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide IxH locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria H H A Q B Q C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A n o • £ ^ F I |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

A r c h i t e c t u r e ca. 1887 ca. 1887 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ' Architect/Builder 
N/A Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Summary 

The David F. Propst House, a two-story b r i c k s i n g l e p i l e 
farmhouse b u i l t c i r c a 1887 i n south Catawba County between the towns 
of Maiden and Newton, i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as one of a small 
group of s i m i l a r b r i c k houses b u i l t i n r u r a l Catawba County d u r i n g the 
1870s and 1880s. A p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e of the Propst 
House i s the strong d i v i s i o n of the w a l l surfaces by p i l a s t e r s and 
co r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . The house, s t i l l i n Propst f a m i l y ownership,^"^ was 
the seat of a prosperous small farm v a r y i n g from 150 t o 250 acres w e l l 
i n t o the t w e n t i e t h century, but now only the house l o t remains. The 
Propst House meets the r e g i s t r a t i o n requirements f o r the pr o p e r t y type 
"Houses of Catawba County: Postbellum (1864-1900)," under C r i t e r i o n C. 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 
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.d.,1..?.jr..9r...1..9..§..]. .i..§..?..te.9.r.,9.y..Q.̂  

David F. Propst was born i n 1860, t h e son of A l f r e d P r o p s t . 
The Propst f a m i l y were f a r m e r s , and David f o l l o w e d h i s f a t h e r 
i n t o t h i s p r o f e s s i o n . In 1886 David purchased 88 1/2 acres from 
h i s f a t h e r f o r $575. He augmented t h i s w i t h s e v e r a l s m a l l e r 
purchases.*^ Catawba County t a x r e c o r d s f o r 1 887 show t h a t Propst 
owned 125 a c r e s , valued a t $375. Three years l a t e r he owned 146 
acres valued a t $450. In t h i s same t h r e e years h i s aggregate 

• p e r s o n a l and r e a l e s t a t e v a l u e i n c r e a s e d from $1,199 t o $1,535. 
This i n c r e a s e may i n d i c a t e t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of h i s house between 
1887 and 1890. Propst owned 155 acres by 1893. His acreage and 
i t s v a l u e of $500 remained c o n s t a n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e remainder o f 
t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . His aggregate e s t a t e f l u c t u a t e d g r e a t l y , 

'• however, r e a c h i n g a low of o n l y $600 i n 1894 b e f o r e r i s i n g t o 
. over $1,000 i n 1 895 and 1 896.'^ This f l u c t u a t i o n may have been a 
response t o t h e economic hard t i m e s s u f f e r e d by farmers t h r o u g h ­
out t h e South i n t h e 1890s. D e t a i l e d census i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h i s 
p e r i o d i s not a v a i l a b l e and i n i t s absence i t i s not p o s s i b l e t o 
a s c e r t a i n what crops Propst grew. However, d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d 
Catawba County was one of t h e s t a t e ' s l e a d i n g c o u n t i e s i n both 

- the p r o d u c t i o n o f wheat and i n t h e development of the c a t t l e 
i n d u s t r y . * 

David Propst m a r r i e d Bessie J e a n e t t e Parker (1875-1938) i n 
1893. She was a n a t i v e of Catawba County and was t h e daughter of 
Samuel Parker.^ The Prop s t s had t e n c h i l d r e n , C l e t u s , Clarence, 

V W i l l i a m , L e s t e r , Marion, Beulah, F l o r e n c e , J e s s i e , Blanche and 
L i l a . ^ Propst c o n t i n u e d t o farm and t h e v a l u e o f h i s farm con-
t i n u e d t o i n c r e a s e . By 1915 he owned 244 a c r e s , w i t h a v a l u e o f 
$2,185. He a l s o owned 3 horses, 6 c a t t l e , and 3 hogs i n t h a t 

' year. In 1935, i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e d e p r e s s i o n , h i s land was 
va l u e d at$5,000.''' 

Bessie Propst d^ed i n October of 1938. Two year l a t e r David 
Propst m a r r i e d Laura Hoover Sigmon. In November of 1945 David 
Propst d i e d . He was b u r i e d a t S t . James Lutheran Church, where 
he had been a member of t h e church c o u n c i l f o r many y e a r s . ^ He 
d i e d i n t e s t a t e . The p r o p e r t y was d i v i d e d among h i s w i f e and 
c h i l d r e n . Clarence Propst o b t a i n e d t i t l e t o t h e house and l i v e d 
t h e r e u n t i l h i s death i n 1986. I t was passed on t o Clarence's 
younger b r o t h e r W i l l i a m , who c u r r e n t l y owns i t . The house has 
been s p o r a d i c a l l y vacant s i n c e 1986. 

• David Propst began f a r m i n g d u r i n g a p e r i o d of i n c r e a s e d 
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m o d e r n i z a t i o n . His farm had t o s u r v i v e t h e economic d i f f i c u l t i e s 
of t h e 1890s, t h e Great Depression of t h e 1930s, and o t h e r p e r i ­
ods o f hard t i m e s i n between. A l t h o u g h o n l y a modest farm t h e 
Propst o p e r a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o modernize, expand, and p r o s p e r . 
Catawba County i s a c o u n t y o f small farms and t h e Propst house 
and farm are e x c e l l e n t examples of t h e s i n g l e f a m i l y farm t h a t 
has dominated much of Catawba's h i s t o r y . 

FOOTNOTES 

ĵy.§,V!{.£,9.Q .Q.l?,9.r..y.9.r.' August 4, 1952. 

'^Catawba County Deed Book 29, p. 566 ; Book 35, p. 13; Book 
3 5 , p . 5 3 6 . 

•^Catawba County Tax S c r o l l s , 1 897-1 896. 

^Charl es J. P r e s l a r , J r . A ,Hj,story., of ii:.sLt„?.wba_ County; 
( S a l i s b u r y : Rowan P r i n t i n g Company, 1954), 64. 

^Catawba M a r r i a g e Index; HJ_c.kory DcijJ,y f;e.9„orLd, October 10, 
1 938. ' " " " " " " " " " " " . - V 

^ T w e l f t h Census of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 1900, Catawba County, 
N o r t h C a r o l i n a , P o p u l a t i o n Schedule; Hlckopy D a i l y Record, Novem­
ber 1 2, 1 945 . • " ... . >• • 

'Catawba County Tax S c r o l l s , 1 91 5, 1 935.- < . 

Ĵli?..!<.9.r..y .Q.§..1...Iy .f̂.§.9.9.C..?(» October 10, 1938, November 12, 1945. 



D.F. Propst House 
9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Cont inua t ion Sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
! I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
n designated a National Historic Landmarl< 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
! I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

{T\ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[ x l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
Q University • , , 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 2.61 acres 

UTM References 
A |A 18 ,3 11 ,8 ,0 13 ,9 13 |1 ^ |5 

Zone Easting 

c L i J I I I 
Northing Zone Easting 

J L 

J L 

Northing 

I I I I 

\ I See continuation sheet 

J L 

Verbal Boundary Description 

A l l of l o t 5, block 5, sheet 65-N, Catawba County Tax Maps. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the l o t which encompasses the house and i t s immediate yard, 
the remaining property associated with the house. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Barbara Kooiman, compi le r ; Laura A. W. Ph i 11 i p.s , dpspri pt i nn ; Jim Snmi-iprj h i s t n ry 
organization Catawba Countv H i s t o r i c a l Assoc. date fi/7^/8Q 
street & number R t . 1 . Box 76 AB telephone 70^/?Sfi--Hn/ jn 
city or town Conover state N.C. zip code 2861 3 
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PHOTOS 

1) David F. Propst House 
2) Maiden v i c i n i t y , North Carolina 
5) North Carolina D i v i s i o n of Archives and H i s t o r y , Raleigh, N.C, 

B. 

C. 

Barbara Kooiman 
A p r i l 1989 
House, northwest 

Randall Page 
March 1982 
House, southwest 

Laura P h i l l i p s 
March 1963 
House i n t e r i o r , s t a i r 

Laura P h i l l i p s 
March 1983 
House i n t e r i o r , mantel 

NOTE: One of the photos used i n t h i s nomination was taken as 
e a r l y as March 1982. A l l resources have been f i e l d checked by 
Barbara Kooiman i n 1989 and have been determined to be unchanged 
from t h e i r appearance and c o n d i t i o n portrayed i n photographs 
taken p r i o r to 1989. 
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Date Listed 

COVER Subst7nTlva Kevievr i f f i e M / l ^ ^ ^ / f d 

Q^fi^l. Balls Creek Campground Substautiv,d Revie- A^j^j./^-^-l''•'^-^ ' ^~^^<^ 

•2. Brandy Farms Historic District ^g^^yLutiva Kci^?" / f ^^'^ H ^ ""^^ ^^"^ '^/^ '^/o 

• 3. Moore, Alexander, Farm fi ' ^ ^ J ^ l / y - J L ^ yA^A^ 

4. S h e r r i l l , Miles Alexander, House ^^^^''^^T^gegiS'*^ 

^5. Anthony, Abraham, Farm B tionftl-^i®*^^ /o/9 d 
JiTdrnd m the ' ' o ' 

^ 6. Grace Union Church and Cemetery Hatlonal Heglater A A — L - l A ^ * 

^ 7. Keever-Cansler Farm ' ^ / A A Z ^ 

^ 8. Miller—Cansler House .. _^jPlfc A^O 
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