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1. Name of Property 
historic name T u n s t a l l , Eldon B . , Farm 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number State Road 1500 Nl / ^no t for publication  

K I vicinity city, town B u l l o c k 
county G r a n v i l l e code 077 zipcod^7565 state Nor th Caro l ina code NC 

3. Classif icat ion 
Ownership of Property 
l~}tprivate 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
rX| district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 3 

16 

^^ffs'^^l^^c^ ̂ 'tfS'WMyt'iteiral Resources of 
Granville County. North Carolina 

Noncontributing 
buildings 
sites 

2 structures 
objects 

2 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
Qgiomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Place$.^nd meet^ the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my QDinnfyvtble proper^/fiSArnQ^rL-ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. . 

Signature of certifying official / y Date 
State Historic Preservatxon Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property CH meets CII does not meet the National Register criteria. CHsee continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

J / 1 entered in the National Register. 
/ CZI See continuation sheet. 
f I determined eligible for the National 

Register. CH See continuation sheet. 
I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
CH other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic-single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
D o m e s t i c r . s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: I-house 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

^ . s t o n e 
foundation 
walls weatherboard 

roof _ 
other. 

metal 
b r i c k 
wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

^A-ir---

' • o n See continuation sheet 
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R i s i r i g t a l l and w h i t e neai" t h e c e n t e r o f an expanse o f 
n e a t l y trimmed y a r d and f i e l d s , t h e 1907 Eldon B. T u n s t a l l house 
i s a wel 1-rnaintained, i n t a c t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e many 
t r a d i t i o n a l , c e n t e r - h a l l p l a n I-houses r a i s e d i n S r a n v i l l e County 
i n t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . Running 
frorn i t s f r o n t e l e v a t i o n t o t h e n o r t h w e s t i s a long g r a v e l lane 
t h a t s k i r t s t h e edge o f a for m e r s t o r e b u i l d i n g and c r o s s e s a 
f i n g e r o f Beaver Creek Pond b e f o r e t e r m i n a t i n g a t Old US Highway 
15. To i t s r e a r , a r r a y e d i n two uneven rows, i s a complete 
c o l l e c t i o n o f e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , b r i g h t l e a f tobacco farrn 
o u t b u i I d i n g s . 

L i k e many o f i t s l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , t h e house i s a weatherboarded frarne 
b u i l d i n g , two s t o r i e s t a l l and one-roorn deep, w i t h a porch 
shading i t s t h r e e d o w n s t a i r s f r o n t bays, br^ick chimneys 
b r a c k e t i n g i t s gable ends and an e l l extended t o i t s r e a r . I t s 
t r a d i t i o n a l form and m a t e r i a l s a r e .joined by a t r a d i t i o n a l p l a n ; 
a c e n t e r h a l l w a y d i v i d e s i t s two d o w n s t a i r s and two u p s t a i r s 
rooms. I n d e c o r a t i o n , t o o , t h e house i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f i t s 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . I t i s p l a i n l y f i n i s h e d , w i t h few d e c o r a t i v e 
f e a t u r e s . I t s e x t e r i o r adornment c o n s i s t s o f s i r n p l y a r t i c u l a t e d 
c o r n e r p i l a s t e r s and c o r n i c e r e t u r n s , and t u r n e d p o s t s a t i t s 
f r o n t porch, chamfered p o s t s a t i t s e l l . 

I n s i d e , t h e house i s a l s o p l a i n l y f i n i s h e d . ft heavy cedar 
newel post anchors t h e tobacco s t i c k r a i l i n g s o f i t s f r o n t s t a i r , 
f i v e - p a n e l doors connect i t s rooms, and mantels w i t h s i r n p l y 
c u r v e d o r s c a l l o p e d l i n t e l s and p l a i n l y i n c i s e d p o s t s p u n c t u a t e 
t h e end w a l l s o f i t s p l a s t e r e d bedrooms and p a r l o r . The few 
changes made t o t h e house i n c l u d e t h e 1S39 c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 
p a r t i t i o n w a l l a t t h e back s t a i r w a y and a o n e - s t o r y k i t c h e n e l l 
at t h e r e a r o f t h e o r i g i n a l t w o - s t o r y e l l , as w e l l as t h e 
a d d i t i o n o f bathrooms and dropped c e i l i n g s . 

The farm r e t a i n s many o f i t s e a r l y and o r i g i n a l 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , a few s e t near t h e k i t c h e n e l l , but rnost s t r e t c h e d 
i n two r o u g h l y p a r a l l e l rows t o t h e r e a r o f t h e house C"B" on 
accompanying s k e t c h rnapll. ftll o f t h e 16 o u t b u i l d i n g s , but f o r 
two s m a l l w e l l houses, a r e rno^e t h a n 50 y e a r s o l d and c o n t r i b u t e 
t o t h e i n t e g r i t y o f t h e farrn. To t h e s i d e and r e a r o f t h e e l l 
ar^e a t i n y frarne d a i r y CCD b u i l t i n t h e l a t e 1910s , a c i r c a 1910 
frarne smokehouse CD] and a n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g c o n c r e t e b l o c k w e l l 
house CE3 b u i l t i n t h e l a t e 1940s. The n o r t h e r n row o f 
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o u t b u i l d i n g s , e x t e n d i n g east frorn t h e w e l l house, c o n t a i n s : a 
c i r c a 1908 square-notched l o g c o r n c r i b CFH; a n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g 
c o n c r e t e b l o c k w e l l house LBl b u i l t i n t h e e a r l y 19S0s; a c i r c a 
1936 V-notched l o g horse and mule bar-^n CHIl ; a c i r c a 1913 frarne 
packhouse CID; and a c i r c a 1913 V-notched l o g s t r i p h o u s e CJD w i t h 
a s i m i l a r l y c o n s t r u c t e d , l a t e 1930s o r d e r i n g house CKD appended 
t o i t s e a s t e r n gable end. The o p p o s i t e f l a n k o f o u t b u i l d i n g s 
c o n t a i n s , frorn west t o east : a c i r c a 19i20 frarne garage CQD ; a 
c i r c a 1909 fv-̂ ame shop CPD ; a frarne c h i c k e n house b u i l t i n t h e 
l a t e 19£:0s COD ; and t h r e e V-notched l o g tobacco barns, t h e f i r s t 
b u i l t c i r c a 1911 CND, t h e second c i r c a 1916 CMD and t h e l a s t 
c i r c a 19£3 CLD. 

fi s i n g l e o u t b u i l d i n g s t a n d s t o t h e f r o n t o f t h e house, a 
frarne s t o r e b u i l t by t h e T u n s t a l I s around 19£:1 ad.jacent t o t h e 
fo r m e r r o u t e o f US Highway 1. With t h e s h i f t i n g o f US 1 and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f Old US Highway 15 i n t h e rnid-19£0s (which has 
s i n c e been r e p l a c e d by a newer goad), t h e s t o r e was c l o s e d and 
c o n v e r t e d t o a s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g . 

The d a t e s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e house and o u t b u i l d i n g s were 
p r o v i d e d by t h e house's owners and occupants, C l i f f o r d T u n s t a l l 
and P e a r l T u n s t a l l Crews - two o f t h e c h i l d r e n o f Eldon B. and 
ft!ice T u n s t a l l ~ d u r i n g i n t e r v i e w s on January 3, 1986 and 
September 16, 1987. Mr. T u n s t a l l , who was born .just t o t h e n o r t h 
i n 1900, v i v i d l y remembers t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e house and t h e 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , many o f which he helped b u i l d . 

2 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h C l i f f o r d T u n s t a l l and P e a r l T u n s t a l l Crews, 

September 16, 1987. 

,.i^-^iiiifMii.i... 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

, ^ I I nationally I I statewide K~\ locally j j - i 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X | A O B | X | C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I I A I I B I Ic I I D I I E I I F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1907-1937 1907 
Agriculture 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A Bolden. Tom, carpenter 

Others unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted aboye. 

...f, 

rX| See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Granville County Deeds, Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Granville County W i l l s . Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Interviews with C l i f f o r d Tunstall and Pearl Tunstall Crews, son and 
daughter of Eldon B. Tunstall and present owners and occupants of 
house, January 3, 1986, and September 16, 1987. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
d l designated a National Historic Landmarl< 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
Pxl State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Approximate ly 40 acres 

UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing 
J L B 

Zone Easting 

J L 

_L _L 
Northing 

I I I I 

f x l See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

rX| See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

rXl See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Marvin A. B r o w n / A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n & P a t r i c i a Espe ron /His to r i an 
organization G r a n v i l l e County-Oxford H i s t o r i c Surveyate 10/20/87 
street & number P.O. Box 1556 (State H i s t o r i c Pres. 0£i£phhne 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N.C. zip code 27565 
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The t r a d i t i o n a l p l a n , m a t e r i a l s and form o f i t s farmhouse, 
cou p l e d w i t h i t s f u l l a r r a y o f wel 1-rnaintained ear-'ly t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y o u t b u i l d i n g s , make t h e Eldon B. T u n s t a l l Farm s i g n i f i c a n t 
as an i n t a c t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e way o f l i f e on a t u r n o f t h e 
c e n t u r y , o l d tobacco b e l t , b r i g h t l e a f farm. (See H i s t o r i c 
Context £ - B r i g h t Leaf Tobacco and Rural G r a n v i l l e County, 1866— 
1937) V i r t u a l l y u n a l t e r e d , t h e p l a i n l y f i n i s h e d , frame, c e n t e r -
h a l l p l a n I-house e r e c t e d i n 1907 for" Eldon B. <ia73-196£:) and 
A l i c e (Jones) T u n s t a l l (ia74-196£) i s t y p i c a l o f many d w e l l i n g s 
r a i s e d on b r i g h t l e a f t o bacco farms t h r o u g h o u t t h e cou n t y d u r i n g 
t h e l a t t e r t h i r d o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y and t h e opening 
q u a r t e r o f t h e t w e n t i e t h . (See a s s o c i a t e d Pr-'operty Type 3 -
B r i g h t Leaf Era Farmhouses and Tenant Houses) ftlthough many 
s i m i l a r l y f a s h i o n e d farmhouses were r a i s e d d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s , 
and many s t i l l s t a n d , few a r e as i n t a c t and w e l 1 - m a i n t a i n e d , and 
fewer y e t r e t a i n as f u l l and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a complement o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l , l o g and frame, e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y o u t b u i l d i n g s . 
(See a s s o c i a t e d P r o p e r t y Type 6 - O u t b u i l d i n g s ) The t r a d i t i o n a l 
way o f l i f e and c u l t i v a t i o n and p r o c e s s i n g o f t h e b r i g h t l e a f 
c o n t i n u e d on t h e farm i n t o t h e 1950s, but i t s p e r i o d o f 
s i g n i f i c a n c e has been ass i g n e d a c l o s i n g d a t e o f 1937, f o r i t has 
not a c h i e v e d e x c e p t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e w i t h i n t h e past 50 years. 

The T u n s t a l I s ' house i s on t h e l a r g e r end o f t h e s c a l e o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l b r i g h t l e a f t o bacco farmhouses. Most t e n a n t s and 
many s m a l l f a r m e r s d u r i n g t h e b r i g h t l e a f e r a were l i v i n g i n l e s s 
s u b s t a n t i a l one and one-and-a-half s t o r y houses. The house on 
t h e P u c k e t t F a m i l y Farrn i n c e n t r a l G r a n v i l l e County, f o r example 
— a l s o nominated t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r - i s an e q u a l l y 
t r a d i t i o n a l but s m a l l e r d w e l l i n g b u i l t f o r a s m a l l e r l a n d h o l d e r , 
fi c e n t e r - h a l l p l a n house one-and-a-half s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , i t was 
r a i s e d on a 135 a c r e farm. The T u n s t a l I s , perhaps more 
prosperous on t h e i r £00 ac r e s , r a i s e d th e i v ^ c e n t e r — h a l l p l a n 
d w e l l i n g a f u l l two s t o r i e s . 

The T u n s t a l I s a c q u i r e d t h e £00 acr e s upon which t h e y were t o 
r a i s e t h e i r house and farm frorn Samuel R. Adams, L. C. fldams and 
Mrs. C. W. fidams i n 1906 CDeed Book 60, Page 833. I n 1907, t h e y 
employed c a r p e n t e r s , one o f whom was named Tom Bolden, t o h e l p 
b u i l d t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l d w e l l i n g , t h e wood o f which came from 
t h e i r r e c e n t l y clearned l a n d . Aided by t h e i r seven sons and two 
daug h t e r s , t h e y r a i s e d c r o p s and l i v e s t o c k f o r t h e t a b l e and, 
most i m p o r t a n t l y , f i e l d s o f tobacco. T h e i r emphasis on t h e 
b r i g h t l e a f i s apparent frorn t h e o u t b u i l d i n g s t h e y b u i l t , which 
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i n c l u d e t h r e e t y p i c a l l y t a l l t o b acco barns, an u n u s u a l l y long and 
squat packhouse, a s t r i p h o u s e and an a t t a c h e d o r d e r i n g house used 
t o s o f t e n t h e tobacco b e f o r e i t was prepared f o r market. The 
s u b s i s t a n c e a s p e c t s o f farm l i f e , even t h a t devoted p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
t o t h e r a i s i n g o f a cash c r o p , are i n d i c a t e d by t h e pv^esence o f a 
smokehouse, a d a i r y , a c o r n c r i b and a c h i c k e n house. A r^^are 
s u r v i v i n g fov^mer^ s t o r e b u i l d i n g , b u i l t around 19£1 al o n g t h e 
form e r r o u t e o f o l d US Highway 1, s t i l l s t a n d s t o t h e house's 
f o r e . The T u n s t a l I s d i e d t h r e e days a p a r t i n 196£ and l e f t t h e 
farrn t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n CEldon B. T u n s t a l l w i l l . W i l l Book 34, 
Page 178, pr o b a t e d 196£3. I t i s now owned and occ u p i e d by t h e i r 
son and daughter, C l i f f o r d T u n s t a l l and P e a r l T u n s t a l l Crews. 

I n t e r v i e w s w i t h C l i f f o r d T u n s t a l l and P e a r l T u n s t a l l Crews, 
January 3, 1986, and September 16, 1987. 

r ' fi - • .̂ er-» • - V" 

...1 •rrl&JHi, ' j i IO--..-- ii iV 
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UTM REFERENCES 
' i i . ' . r ' . . . •' 

Zone East i n g N o r t h i n g 

A 17 7£10£0 4045830 < . 

B 17 7£1140 4045790 ^• i ,..v ...4' 

V 

C 17 7£1ISO 4045510 

D 17 721060 4045400 

E 17 7£0870 4045350 

F 17 7£0680 4045580 

• w . t t i . . . . I t * * 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Be g i n n i n g a t p o i n t A: 17 7£10£0 4045830 on t h e USGS polygon, 
where t h e 3£0 f o o t e l e v a t i o n l i n e ( a l s o t h e owner's p r o p e r t y 
l i n e ) meets t h e t r e e l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e 
s o u t h e a s t a l o n g t h e edge o f t h e woods approx i r n a t e l y 500 f e e t t o 
p o i n t B: 17 7£1140 4045790 on t h e polygon, where t h e t r e e l i n e 
t u r n s s o u t h . C o n t i n u i n g i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e s o u t h , a l o n g t h e edge 
o f t h e woods, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6£5 f e e t t o p o i n t C: 17 7£1180 
4045510 on t h e polygon, where t h e t r e e l i n e t u r n s southwest. 
C o n t i n u i n g i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e southwest, a l o n g t h e f i e l d l i n e , 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6£5 f e e t t o p o i n t D: 17 7£1060 4045400 on t h e 
polygon, wher-'e t h e t r e e l i n e t u r n s west. C o n t i n u i n g i n a s t r a i g h t 
l i n e west, a l o n g t h e edge o f t h e woods, approx i r n a t e l y 3£5 f e e t t o 
p o i n t E: 17 7£0870 4045350 on t h e polygon, where t h e t r e e l i n e 
t u r n s n o r t h . C o n t i n u i n g i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e n o r t h , a l o n g t h e edge 
o f t h e woods, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 900 f e e t t o p o i n t F: 17 7£0680 
4045580 on t h e polygon, where t h e t r e e l i n e meets t h e 3£0 f o o t 
e l e v a t i o n l i n e . C o n t i n u i n g a l o n g t h e 3£0 f o o t e l e v a t i o n l i n e , 
marked on t h e USGS map, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1300 f e e t t o t h e p o i n t o f 
o r i g i n . 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

Approx i r n a t e l y 40 ac r e s t h a t i n c l u d e t h e d w e l l i n g , 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , and f i e l d s t h a t have been h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d 
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w i t h t h e p r o p e r t y , m a i n t a i n h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y , and convey t h e 
p r o p e r t y ' s h i s t o r i c s e t t i n g a r e being nominated f o r t h e N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c Places. The r e m a i n i n g pr-^operty has been 
ex c l u d e d because i t i s now woodland and i s no l o n g e r used f o r 
farrn p r o d u c t i o n . 

The e a s t e r n boundary frorn UTM p o i n t s ft t o B and B t o C 
i n c l u d e s t h e f i e l d s t o i t s west and e x c l u d e s woodland t o i t s 
e a s t . The r e m a i n i n g e a s t e r n boundary from UTM p o i n t s C t o D 
i n c l u d e s t h e d w e l l i n g t o i t s west and e x c l u d e s p r o p e r t y t o t h e 
east not owned by t h e owner. The s o u t h e r n boundary from UTM 
p o i n t s D t o E and E t o F i n c l u d e s t h e d w e l l i n g t o i t s n o r t h and 
e x c l u d e s woodland t o i t s s o u t h . The w e s t e r n boundary from UTM 
p o i n t s F t o A i n c l u d e s t h e d w e l l i n g t o i t s east and e x c l u d e s 
p r o p e r t y not owned by t h e owners t o i t s west. 

..Ji-.., .l,ii.4«,::i.v...J,..,,.;-.t.,..,;,.j,Jt,«.i!._,Li.::.i 
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State NORTH CAROLINA 

Nomination/Type of Review , S ' s Date Listed 

^ V - ^ 2 . Adoniram Masonic L o d ^ - f tatitlvg j^g^^ ^ 3 - ' / / i ^ 

J l ^ Via. Bobbitt-Rogers House and Tobacco gubetantiVft fevleW S^/^//^/' 

Entered in th« ^ s A ^ ^ 
24. Brassfield Baptist Church BatiOOai BegiStfiDB ^ 

'3x tercid I n t l S T v s / z - r /k i^ 
25. Central Orphanage , ^ c a a l fle^^^vaO / 

2ji/ First National Bank Building ^^^^aegiatflg ^3^/yk' 

21. Harris-Currin H o u s e g j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I . ^ 

5 '̂̂ 28. Hunt, Joseph?., Farm ilurilt •Ji.^.iSij .^avl.ai ' ''^ ^ 3 / / / ^ 

29. Lawrence, John P., Plantation '|ui.t"StSX»tiiijU liftVi.e* ^ / j . / / y y ' ' 

Entere'a I f l As,^jp^y < ' 
30. L i t t l e j o h n , Joseph B. , House fctJi?Xi8JL BeglstiSB J^r/<j'dr 

""Stered In the ^/if,/<><y 
31. Mount Energy Historic District aitlnnal Heglstor ^ 

Enter«rW*«» s^^/Ajt^ ' 
32. Oliver-Morton Farm Satioaal Hegistor ^ ^ i f o s 

^ Royster, John Henry, Farm ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t l v ^ Bovlew ^ ' ^'v^ 

. , , 34. Salem Methodist Church K^'^if'Sl^tt\i. .̂ ̂ /i^ 
•^"'̂  ??nter©a in the ''̂  

3$. Sherman, Elijah, Farm |p^ioaal RegS.St;« / ' ° 

Entered In th0 ,)i y 
36. Stovall, John W., Farm SatlOOal Begl|tt« ^^^''^^ 

jjntered In tho / t t 

37. T u n s t a l l , Eldon B . , Farm- SfttiOnal BeglBt«C ' ' ^ ^ ' ' ^ , - - . 

X Winston, Obediah, Farm Substantive B©vi©w 
(.139. Pascha l l—Dan ie l H o u s e O O E / O W N E R C O . ! £ C T I O N Substant iVfl fisviet S / i / / / / 
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