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1. Name of Property

historic name  Thorndale
other names/site number

MAR 1 4 1988

2. Location
street & number 213 West Thorndale Drive not for publication
city, town  Oxford NLZA vicinity
state North Carolina code NC county Granville code (77 zip code 2756/5
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
l__X-] private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] public-local [x] district 1 2 buildings
[] public-State [Isite 1 sites
[] public-Federal [ structure structures
[ ] object objects
2 2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectuiral Resources of Granville listed in the National Register e 5 AR
4. State/Federal Agency ication

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opjnio e pro%ny sts || gdes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.
| P e B =P 7. / -2 &
Signature of certifying official g 1/ Date
State Historic Prese tion Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
%ereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register. W Ernter »\_,35 : ;
[ ] see continuation sheet. C c ¢ e~ National ileglsiab %‘ RAE-§§

[ determined eligible for the National
Register. []see continuation sheet.

E]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

E] removed from the National Register.
[lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic—si ngle dwell ing

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Federal

Other: transitional Georgian/Federal

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
walls weatherboard
raok metal
other wood
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X]See continuation sheet
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Section number _.7__ Page _1_.__ DESCRIPTION

Orne of Oxford’s oldest swviving plantation era residernces,
this substantial, two-story frame dwelling was likely built by
Horace L. Rabards as the centerpiece of his 206 acre plantation.
Set down a long ocak and cedar lined lane, with wooden—fenced
horse pastures stretching to its western side and its rear, the
house retains much of its ocriginal exterior, and virtually all of
its ocriginal interior, finish. Originally the dwelling had fouwe
rooms  downstairs and two rooms above, divided by a -center
hallway. Whether the two back downstairs rooms were covered by a
shed roof, a likely configuwration, is not known, for they were
topped by two additional rooms late in the nineteenth or early in
the twentieth century. Wirngs were also extended to either side
of the rear rooms of the original block around that time. A
fimal turn of the century addition - an elaborate, two-tier
Victorian porch adorned with sweeping brackets, spindles, and
turned posts and balusters — was removed in the early twentieth
century.

The original three—bay wide front block features a number of
motifs common to the first half of the nineteenth century in  the
county. Beaded weatherboards sheath its heavy timber frame and
its raised basement is built of brick laid in Flemish bond. Its
exterior end chimrneys, replacements for the originals, are laid

in stretcher bond. A large, original, raised six—-panel door
leads into the brick-walled basement at the east gable end. The
"windows of the original block are nine—over—-nine downstairs and
six—caver—-six above. They are enframed in delicate three-—-part
surrounds — a form commonly found at Georgian and Federal style
dwellings in the county — which are additionally adorned with the
flat—angled molding that would become popular locally with the
coming of the Greek Revival. Changes to the front block, in

addition ta the house’s extensions, include the addition of a
orie—bay wide porech in place of its Victorian porch early in  the
twentieth century - a front facade gable, the mark of which
remains  in the metal roof, was also removed at this time - and
the extension of the orce flush gable end eaves that still retain
their box cornices and patternboards. '

Inside, the house has been little changed and retains a

surprisingly wniform finish. All of its original rooms - the
four downstairs, the two above and the hallways — are finished in
the same ornate fashion, a rarity in a county where upstairs

rooms . were commonly less elaborately finished than their more
public downstairs mates. A1l of the rooms have the same
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transitional Georpian/Federal and Federal style finish, including
six—panel doors - flat on one side and slightly raised on  the
other ~ with their original Carpenter locks in place; delicate
three-part suwrrounds; Federal mantels with fluted posts; and
flat—parneled, malded wainscoting. The west rear downstairs room
retains a built in cupboard with three—part molding that is said
to have once been cormected by a dumbwaiter to the kitchen below.
The hall features a graceful stair with narrow tapered rnewels and
an elegantly modeled handrail. Physical evidence at the second
floor suggest that it may have originally split into two runs at
the landings; it rnow makes but a single, winding climb.

To the rear of the house ["A" on the attached sketch mapl
stand two non—contributing frame structures, a small, early

twentieth century servants? house [Bl and a mid-twentieth
century, frame horse stable [Cl; all the original outbuildings
are gone. These two buildings do viot detract from, but rather

enhance, the pastoral contributing site and setting of the former
plantation.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ ] statewide [x]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [y]A [ 1B [y]c [ D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 1B []Jc [Jp [Je [JF [JaG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture circa 1837-1865 circa 1837
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Si%?ificant Person Architect/Builder
/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County
history located at Richard H.Thornton Library, Oxford, N.C.

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.
Granville County Wills. Granville Coutny Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public
Library, Oxford, N.C.

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 5

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:

has been requested [X] state historic preservation office
[ previously listed in the National Register []other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register E] Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [CJrocatl government
[Irecorded by Historic American Buildings [Juniversity

Survey # [_]other
E]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

 Record #

10._Geographical Data

Acreage of property approximately 15 acres

UTM References

el ) B T e O T P SRS BlLod Ll b s bbby byl
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

oo B B W R T SR N I o 8 T T e e L L e

mSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

IZ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

organization __Granville County-Oxford HIstoric Survey date 8/18/87

street & number PO, Box 1 556(State Historic Pres. Office )telephone 919—693-1491

city or town ___Oxford state _N.C. zip code 27565
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Thorndale is orne of Oxford?’s few surviving plantation era

properties that predates the Greek Revival period. Orice  the
center of a large plantatiorn located to the west of the town, it
retains a gracious setting — surrounded by horse pastures and
approached down a cedar and ocak lined lane — in spite of its

later inclusion within city limits and the development of much of
its original property. It is significant historically as a well~-
maintained, intact example of an early plantation era dwelling of

a substantial planter (see associated Historic Context 1 - The
Flantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865) , and
architecturally as a fine example of the transitional

Georgian/Federal and Federal styles in the county (see associated
Froperty Type 1 - Georgian and Federal Style Dwellings). Turn of
the century additions were made above its rear two rooms and to
the sides of those rooms, but it still retains three—-part
surrounds, box cormices, patternboards and a locally rare Flemish
bond foundation. Inside, it was surprisingly finished as finely
upstairs as down. All four ocriginal downstaivs rooms and  the
original  two  above retain their matching three—-part surrounds,
six—parnel doors, Carpenter locks, flush—-sheathed wainscoting and
Federal style mantels; in addition, the hallway has an elegantly
fashioned stair. Thorndale’s period of significance does not
extend beyond 1865, the end of the plantation era, because there
are no buildings or structures remaining on its grounds  that
relate to its use in the post-Civil War years as a bright leaf
tobaceo farm.

Horace L. Robards was deeded 206 acres of land by his father
in 1837 [Deed Book 8, FPage Z021]. A chimney brick found by the
current owners, bearing the same date, suggests that Robards
built the original bleock of the house in 1837, making the
dwelling orne of the last surviving examples of the transitional
Georgian/Federal and Federal style dwellings built in the county
befocre the coming of the Greek Revival style in force in the
1840s. A wealthy planter, Robards owned approximately 30 slaves
in 1840.

In 1863, Sarah T. Thornton bought 100 acres of the property,
including the dwelling, for $2,600.00 [Deed Book 21, Page 612]1.
At her death in 1887 she left the house to her brother, Robert
William Lassiter (1815-18%91) [Will RBRook 24, Fage 141 and it
remained in the Lassiter family for three gernerations.
Lassiter’s wife, the former Catherine ERBlount (1826—-1303),
transferred it to their son and daughter—-in-law, Robert Walter
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(1855-198) and Sarah (Kittrell) Lassiter (1860-1909), whao  in
turn passed it on to their son, Robert Gilliam Lassiter. In 1949
lst Citizens Rank acquired the property from Robert Gilliam [Deed
Book 126, Fage 4511. Three years later the house and much of the
still extensive acreage of the former plantaticon were purchased
by John King Nelms [Deed Book 136, Fage 295]1. He sold the house
and a small part of its property in 1984 to F. R. ERarlowe [Deed
Book 136, Page 2951 and, with others, begarn the development of
the Thorndale Subdivision, a substantial development at the
town’s west end. The house, largely insulated from the
development by idits lot and pastures, was purchased with
approximately 17 acres of land from Barlowe in 1965 by its
present owners, state Representative William T. Watkins and his
wife, Louwise, who returned it to its past glory.
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UTM REFERENCES

Zone Easting Northing

- 17 714880 4019910
2] 17 715030 4019920
c 17 715000 4OE0R00
D 7 714910 4020190
E 17 714800 4020070
= 1.7 714800 4020000

VEREAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

EBegirming at point A: 17 714880 40193910 on the USES polygon
where the ferce line, drawn on the USGS map, meets the tree line,
continuing due west in a straight line approximately 400 feet,
alorng the edge of the woods, to point B: 17 715030 4019920 on the
polygor, where the edge of the woods meets the western edge of
Dale Drive. Comtinuing due north, along the western edge of Dale
Drive, approximately 825 feet to the southwestern corner of the
intersection of Dale Drive and Thorndale Drive at point C: 17
713000 4020200 on the polygon. Comtirming from point C on the
polygon along the southern edge of Thorndale Drive approximately
325 feet to poiwmt D: 17 714910 4020190 on the polygon, where the
ferce lire meets the southern edge of Thorndale Drive.
Comtinuing southeast in a straight line from point D on the
polygon appraximately 460 feet to poaint E: 17 714800 4020070 on
the polygon where the fernce line turns due south. Continuing due
south in a straight line approximately 325 feet along the fence
live to point F: 17 714800 4020000 on the polygon. Comtinuing in
a straight line southwest, along the fernce line marked on  the
USGS map, approximately 325 feet to the point of origin.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
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The thirteen acres rmominated include the dwelling house and
surrounding  pasture land that have been a historic part of the
property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property’s
historic setting. A ron—comtributing servant’s house and a norn-
comtributing horse stable that stand immediately behind the
house are also included in  the wnomination., Although the
noaminated area  largely conforms with the owner’s property
boundaries some acreage was rnot rnominated because of the presence
of  dintruding structures or because it is now avergrown woodland.
In these cases the land use has substantially changed so that it
no longey contributes to the historic  integrity o historic
significance of the property as a plantation era farm.

The southern boundary of the nominated property from UTHM
point A to UTM point B includes pastuwre land to its north  and
excludes woodland to its south. The eastern boundary from UTH
point B to the southwest cormner of the intersection of Dale Drive
and Thorndale Drive includes the dwelling and pasture land to its
west and excludes property that does rnot belong to the owner  to
its east. The northern boundary from UTM points C to D and D to
E includes the dwelling and pasture land to its south and
excludes praoperty that does wot belong to the owner ta the rnorth.
The western boundary from UTM points E to F include pasture land
to its east and excludes housing development to its west. The
southwest boundary from UTM point F to A includes pasture land to
its rnortheast and excludes property that does not belong to the
owrner to its southwest.



N Aegroy seade 1V = 100!

B b
| 6 ' L/D {/‘7 [A\ ’ A \‘/ l«\6)67(ox 1) el

bK\vZ_

ll\r\&{(‘s;r\fg_ Qﬁﬁ)\fn' ‘Q\‘\L(S
Ht_t?(! 2 - * i‘r.,‘;.. (A\

INCrna ()/A\ {4

F Ha o b(‘;g('l.v.“
b

\
oN '\i\g
QLCrnn '\'J[‘- "\\{‘ {‘6‘_\
L)E- (:\&a l’\\fﬁ)'

|

Co_n%’i’éuﬁn 8()"’!{""\3 %

A\‘ TlﬁOfﬂ/{a'L
COv\4r Luhn S'f‘ :

Fastures

_C; THéavore D&V ﬂ on- aM;@rjﬁg,u ngs :
& -D 6— Cf'rlu-, 20% 1. CQ\«-"\JVJ' 5
¥y

i Servants house

(__ /1(" 7()‘“—~ C(n'*/ruz)

“THORNDALE
Granville Cwﬂk\ \Ak— e horse. stable

mép ({mwr\ l,..‘ Ratvica E&Pcmh)A?r.?)l'—]%;"




NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-08)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section number
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Name Granville County MPS

State  CGranville County, NORTH CAROLINA

Nomination/Type of Review

»'L. Allen--Mangum House

3. Blackwell, James, House
4. Brookland
5. Edgewood
6. Ellixson, William, House
7. Elmwood
8. Freeman, James W., House
9. Hart, Maurice, House
10. Locust Lawn
Oak Lawn
12. Oxford Historic District
13. Peace, John, Jr., House
14. Puckett Family Farm

15. Rose Hill

17. Smith. William G., House

18. Sycamore Valley

M 21, Wimbish, Lewis, Plantation

16. Royster, Marcus, Plantation

19. Taylor, Col. Richard P., House

ER osubstantive Heview

2. Amis, Rufus, House and Mill

Fubstantive Heview
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R” June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

me
Thorndale (Granville County M-R?A)
Granville County
NORTH CAROLINA Working No. ___MAR 1 4 1988

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: ﬂ//l/ﬂ 3//”7//,/1'/

an ﬂ{éction: __‘-:t&CCEPT A2 F -5

[ resubmission Entered 1ster —RETURN
[J nomination by person or local government ﬁa.tional neg __REJECT
[ owner objection Federal Agency:

[J appeal

Substantive Review: [J sample [J request () appeal [CJ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria

Reviewer

Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent [ deteriorated (] unaltered (] original site

Bl good [ ruins [ attered ] moved date
[ fair [ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[J summary paragraph
[ completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

T summary paragraph

[J completeness

= clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource

[J context "
[ relationship of integrity to significance

[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
[ Maps

] Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500360




