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1 • Name of Property 
historic name T h n m d a l P 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
}^/ \ \ not for publication street & number 2T3 Wf.qf T h n m r l a l P D r i v P 

city, town Oxford. TVII/AI vicinity 

state North Carol ina code NC county g r a n v i H P code 077 zip code?7S(^S 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
Fxl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
Fyl district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

—L 
Noncontributing 

2 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

2 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

H i s t - o r i r anrI A rph i f p r f m - a l ResoTjrces of Granvi l le 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register Q 

^iajeifeleraF jj^e^W^^ei^ication 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my ODinjorn/the properly oes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. ^ 

Signature of certifying official 
State Historic Preser^ 

Date 
t i o n O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

J n \ entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. \Z2 See continuation sheet, 

undetermined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n n other, (explain:) 

Entdred i n tha 
^-,?-y-

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic-single dwelling 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Dnmp.srir-single dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Other: transitional nporgian/Fpdpral 

foundation 
walls 

brick 
weatherboard 

roof 
other 

metal 
wood 
brick 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

fy lSee continuation sheet 



NPS Form 10-90(V« • • . , OMB Approval No. 10240018 
(8-88) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 1 DESCRIPTION 

Dne o f O x f o r d ' s o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g p l a n t a t i o n e r a r e s i d e n c e s , 
t h i s s u b s t a n t i a l , t w o - s t o r y frarne d w e l l i n g was l i k e l y b u i l t by 
Horace L. Robards as t h e c e n t e r p i e c e o f h i s £06 a c r e p l a n t a t i o n . 
Set down a long oak and cedar l i n e d l a n e , w i t h wooden—fenced 
hov^se p a s t u r e s s t r e t c h i n g t o i t s w e s t e r n s i d e and i t s r e a r , t h e 
house r e t a i n s much o f i t s o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r , and v i r t u a l l y a l l o f 
i t s o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r , f i n i s h . O r i g i n a l l y t h e d w e l l i n g had f o u r 
rooms d o w n s t a i r s and two v>ooms above, d i v i d e d by a c e n t e r 
h a l l w a y . Whether t h e two back d o w n s t a i r s rooms were covered by a 
shed r^oof, a l i k e l y c o n f i g u r a t i o n , i s not known, f o r t h e y were 

V ' topped by two a d d i t i o n a l rooms l a t e i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h o r e a r l y i n 
t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . Wings wer-'e a l s o extended t o e i t h e r s i d e 
o f t h e r e a r rooms o f t h e o r ^ i g i n a l b l o c k around t h a t t i m e . ft 
f i n a l t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y a d d i t i o n - an e l a b o r a t e , t w o - t i e r 
V i c t o r i a n porch adorned w i t h sweeping b r a c k e t s , s p i n d l e s , and 
t u r n e d p o s t s and b a l u s t e r s - was removed i n t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y . 

The o r i g i n a l t h r e e - b a y wide f r o n t b l o c k f e a t u r e s a number" o f 
m o t i f s common t o t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n t h e 
count y . Beaded weatherboards sheath i t s heavy t i m b e r frame and 
i t s r a i s e d basement i s b u i l t o f b r i c k , l a i d i n F l e m i s h bond. I t s 
e x t e r i o r end chimneys, r e p l a c e m e n t s for-^ t h e o r i g i n a l s , a r e l a i d 
i n s t r e t c h e r bond. ft l a r g e , o r i g i n a l , r a i s e d s i x - p a n e l door 
l e a d s i n t o t h e b r i c k - w a l l e d basement a t t h e east g a b l e end. The 

•windows o f t h e o r i g i n a l b l o c k a r e n i n e - o v e r - n i n e d o w n s t a i r s and 
s i x - o v e r - s i x above. They a r e enframed i n d e l i c a t e t h r e e - p a r t 
s u r r o u n d s - a form commonly found a t Georgian and Feder^al s t y l e 
d w e l l i n g s i n t h e c o u n t y — which a r e a d d i t i o n a l l y adorned w i t h t h e 
f l a t - a n g l e d m o lding t h a t would become p o p u l a r l o c a l l y w i t h t h e 
coming o f t h e Gr-̂ eek R e v i v a l . Changes t o t h e f r o n t b l o c k , i n 
a d d i t i o n t o t h e house's e x t e n s i o n s , i n c l u d e t h e a d d i t i o n o f a 
one-bay wide porch i n p l a c e o f i t s V i c t o r i a n porch e a r l y i n t h e 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y - a f r o n t facade gable, t h e mar^k o f which 
remains i n t h e metal r o o f , was a l s o removed a t t h i s t i m e - and 
t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e once f l u s h g a b l e end eaves t h a t s t i l l r e t a i n 
t h e i r " box c o r n i c e s and patternboar^ds. 

I n s i d e , t h e house has been l i t t l e changed and r e t a i n s a 
, s u r ^ p r i s i n g l y u n i f o r m f i n i s h . ftll o f i t s o r ^ i g i n a l rooms - t h e 
f o u r d o w n s t a i r s , t h e two above and t h e h a l l w a y s — a r e f i n i s h e d i n 
t h e same o r n a t e f a s h i o n , a r ^ a r i t y i n a c o u n t y where u p s t a i r s 
rooms were commonly l e s s e l a b o r a t e l y f i n i s h e d t h a n t h e i r more 
p u b l i c d o w n s t a i r s mates. ftll o f t h e r^ooms have t h e same 



NPS Farm 104(XVt OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 
(M«) 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page ?. v 

t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian/Fedev^al and F e d e r a l s t y l e f i n i s h , i n c l u d i n g 
s i x - p a n e l d o o r s - f l a t on one s i d e and s l i g h t l y r a i s e d on t h e 
o t h e r - w i t h t h e i r o r i g i n a l C a r p e n t e r l o c k s i n p l a c e ; d e l i c a t e 
t h r e e - p a r t s u r r o u n d s ; F e d e r a l m a n t e l s w i t h f l u t e d p o s t s ; and 
f l a t - p a n e l e d , molded w a i n s c o t i n g . The west r e a r d o w n s t a i r s room 
r e t a i n s a b u i l t i n cupboav^d w i t h t h r e e - p a r t m o l d i n g t h a t i s s a i d 
t o have once been connected by a dumbwaiter t o t h e k i t c h e n below. 
The h a l l f e a t u r e s a g r a c e f u l s t a i r w i t h narrow t a p e r e d newels and 
an e l e g a n t l y modeled h a n d r a i l . P h y s i c a l e v i d e n c e a t t h e second 
f l o o r " suggest t h a t i t may have o r - i g i n a l l y s p l i t i n t o two r"uns a t 
t h e l a n d i n g ; i t now makes but a s i n g l e , w i n d i n g c l i m b . 

To t h e r e a r o f t h e house C"ft" on t h e a t t a c h e d s k e t c h map] 
s t a n d two n o n — c o n t r i but i n g frame s t r ^ u c t uv"es, a s m a l l , ear"ly 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y s e r v a n t s ' house LBl and a m i d - t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y , frame hor^se s t a b l e CCD; a l l t h e o r - i g i n a l o u t b u i l d i n g s 
a r e gone. These two b u i l d i n g s do not d e t r a c t from, but r a t h e r 
enhance, t h e pastor^al c o n t r i b u t i n g s i t e and s e t t i n g o f t h e former" 
p l a n t a t i o n . -

5 * . f '• • ! f \ J. i ' 

r 11 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

HH nationally I I statewide [v l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria I ^ I A I I B F ^ I C I I D 1 ^ 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I IA I I B I Ic I I D I IE I I F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architectiire circa 1837-1865 circa 1837 AgrictiL ttire 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A imknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

1X1 See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County-
history located at Richard H.Thornton Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Granville County Wills. Granville Coutny Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmaric 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 

I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
approximately 13 acres Acreage of property _ 

UTM References 

A U J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

c L U I I I I I I 

J L _L 
Northing 

I I I J L 

B 
Zone 

D U _ J 
Easting Northing 

J L 

p n See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

• See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

{X\ See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Siorvey date. 8/18/87 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office Wphnne 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford . state N.C. . zip code 27565 
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T h o r n d a l e i s one o f Oxfor^d's few s u r v i v i n g p l a n t a t i o n e r a 
pr^oper^t i e s t h a t p r e d a t e s t h e Greek R e v i v a l p e r i o d . Once t h e 
c e n t e r o f a l a r g e p l a n t a t i o n l o c a t e d t o t h e west o f t h e town, i t 
r e t a i n s a g r a c i o u s s e t t i n g - surrounded by ho r s e p a s t u r e s and , 
approached down a cedar and oal< l i n e d l a n e - i n s p i t e o f i t s 
l a t e r i n c l u s i o n w i t h i n c i t y l i m i t s and t h e development o f much o f 
i t s o r ^ i g i n a l p r o p e r t y . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o v ^ i c a l l y as a w e l l -
m a i n t a i n e d , i n t a c t example o f an e a r l y p l a n t a t i o n e r a d w e l l i n g o f 
a s u b s t a n t i a l p l a n t e r (see a s s o c i a t e d H i s t o r i c Context 1 - The 
P l a n t a t i o n Era i n G r a n v i l l e County, 174S-ia&5), and 
av^ch i t e c t u r a l l y as a f i n e example o f t h e t r a n s i t i o n a l 
G e o r g i a n / F e d e r a l and F e d e r a l s t y l e s i n t h e c o u n t y (see a s s o c i a t e d 
P r o p e r t y Type 1 - Georgian and F e d e r a l S t y l e D w e l l i n g s ) . Turn o f 
t h e c e n t u r y a d d i t i o n s were made above i t s r e a r two rooms and t o 
t h e s i d e s o f t h o s e rooms, but i t s t i l l r e t a i n s t h r e e - p a r t 

^ s u r r o u n d s , box c o r n i c e s , p a t t e r n b o a r d s and a l o c a l l y r a r e F l e m i s h 
bond f o u n d a t i o n . I n s i d e , i t was s u r p r i s i n g l y f i n i s h e d as f i n e l y 
u p s t a i r s as down. A l l f o u r o r i g i n a l d o w n s t a i r s rooms and t h e 
o r i g i n a l two above r e t a i n t h e i r matching t h r e e - p a r t s u r r o u n d s , 
s i x — p a n e l doors, Car^penter locl<s, f l u s h - s h e a t h e d w a i n s c o t i n g and 
F e d e r a l s t y l e m a n t e l s ; i n a d d i t i o n , t h e h a l l w a y has an e l e g a n t l y 
f a s h i o n e d s t a i r . T h o r n d a l e ' s p e r i o d o f s i g n i f i c a n c e does not 
ext e n d beyond 1865, t h e end o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n e r a , because t h e r e 
ar-e no b u i l d i n g s o r s t r u c t u r e s r e m a i n i n g on i t s grounds t h a t 
r e l a t e t o i t s use i n t h e p o s t - C i v i l War y e a r s as a br^ight l e a f 
t o b a c c o far^rn. 

Horace L. Robards was deeded £06 acv^es o f l a n d by h i s f a t h e r 
i n 1837 CDeed Bool-< 8, Page £0£n. 1̂  chirnney b r i c k found by t h e 
c u r r e n t owners, b e a r i n g t h e same da t e , s u g g e s t s t h a t Robards 
b u i l t t h e o r i g i n a l b l o c k o f t h e house i n 1837, making t h e 
d w e l l i n g one o f t h e l a s t suv^viving examples o f t h e tr'^ansit i o n a l 
Geov'g ian/Feder-^al and F e d e r a l s t y l e d w e l l i n g s b u i l t i n t h e c o u n t y 
b e f o r e t h e corning o f t h e Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e i n fov^ce i n t h e 
1840s. PI w e a l t h y p l a n t e r , Robards owned approx i r n a t e l y 30 s l a v e s 
i n 1840. 

I n 1863, Sarah T. T h o r n t o n bought 100 a c r e s o f t h e p r o p e r t y , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e d w e l l i n g , f o r $£,600.00 CDeed Book £1, Page 61£3. 
fit her death i n 1887 she l e f t t h e house t o her b r o t h e r , Robert 
W i l l i a m L a s s i t e r (1815-1891) CWill Book £4, Page 143 and i t 

, remained i n t h e L a s s i t e r f a m i l y f o r t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s . 
L a s s i t e r ' s w i f e , t h e f o r m e r C a t h e r i n e B l o u n t (18£6-1903), 
t r a n s f e r r e d i t t o t h e i r son and d a u g h t e i — i n - l a w , Robert Walter^ 
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(1855-19£e) and Sarah ( K i t t r e l l ) L a s s i t e r (1860-1909), who i n 
t u r n passed i t on t o t h e i r son, Robert G i l l i a m L a s s i t e r . I n 1949 
1st C i t i z e n s Bank a c q u i r e d t h e pr^operty fr^om Rober-^t G i l l i a m CDeed 
Book 1£6, Page 4513. Three y e a r s l a t e r t h e house and much o f t h e 
s t i l l e x t e n s i v e acreage o f t h e former^ p l a n t a t i o n were purchased 
by John King Nelrns CDeed Book 136, Page £953. He s o l d t h e house 
and a s m a l l p a r t o f i t s proper^ty i n 1954 t o F. R. Bar 1 owe CDeed 
Book 136, Page £953 and, w i t h o t h e r s , began t h e development o f 
t h e T h o r n d a l e S u b d i v i s i o n , a s u b s t a n t i a l development a t t h e 
town's west end. The house, l a r g e l y i n s u l a t e d from t h e 
development by i t s l o t and p a s t u r e s , was purchased w i t h 
approx i r n a t e l y 17 a c r e s o f land frorn Bar 1 owe i n 1965 by i t s 
pre s e n t owners, s t a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W i l l i a m T. Watkins and h i s 
w i f e , L o u i s e , who r e t u r n e d i t t o i t s past g l o r y . 

1 A^.A-' f ...I i l 
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UTM REFERENCES 

Zone East i n g Nor^thing 

17 714880 4019910 

B 17 715030 401g9£0 

C 17 715000 40£0£00 • v:. 
D 17 714910 4020190 .A \ 

f ii - 714800 40£0070 

714800 
} 

40£0000 

VERBAL BOUNDflRY DESCRIPTION 

B e g i n n i n g a t p o i n t Pi: 17 714880 4019910 on t h e USGS po l y g o n 
where t h e fence l i n e , drawn on t h e USGS map, meets t h e t r e e l i n e , 
c o n t i n u i n g due west i n a str-^aight l i n e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 400 f e e t , 
a l o n g t h e edge o f t h e woods, t o p o i n t Bs 17 715030 40199£0 on t h e 
polygon, where t h e edge o f t h e woods meets t h e wester^n edge o f 
Dale D r i v e . C o n t i n u i n g due nor^th, a l o n g t h e w e s t e r n edge o f Dale 
D r i v e , appr^oxirnately e£5 f e e t t o t h e s o u t h w e s t e r n c o r n e r o f t h e 
i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Dale D r i v e and Tho r n d a l e D r i v e a t p o i n t C: 17 
715000 40£0£00 on t h e polygon. C o n t i n u i n g from p o i n t C on t h e 
polyg o n a l o n g t h e s o u t h e r n edge o f Th o r n d a l e D r i v e approx i r n a t e l y 
3£5 f e e t t o p o i n t D: 
fence l i n e meets 
C o n t i n u i n g s o u t h e a s t 
p o l y g o n a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
t h e p olygon wher-'e t h e 
so u t h i n a s t r ^ a i g h t 

17 714910 4020190 on 
t h e s o u t h e r n edge 

i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e 
460 f e e t t o p o i n t E: 
fence l i n e t u r n s due 

l i n e appr^oxirnately 3£5 

t h e polygon, where t h e 
o f T h o r n d a l e D r i v e , 
f rom p o i n t D on t h e 
17 714800 4020070 on 

so u t h . C o n t i n u i n g due 
f e e t a l o n g t h e fen c e 

l i n e t o p o i n t F: 17 714800 40£0000 on t h e polygon, 
a s t r ^ a i g h t l i n e southwest, a l o n g t h e 

3 £ 5 f e e t t o t h e USGS rnap, a p p r o x i r n a t e l y 

C o n t i n u i n g i n 
fenc e l i n e marked on t h e 
po i n t o f o r i g i n . 

BOUNDPlRY JUSTIFICATION 
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The t h i r t e e n a c r e s nominated i n c l u d e t h e d w e l l i n g house and 
surr'^ound i n g p a s t u r e l a n d t h a t have been a h i s t o r i c par-^t o f t h e 
propev^ty, m a i n t a i n h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y , and convey t h e propev^ty's 
h i s t o r i c s e t t i n g . PI n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g s e r v a n t ' s house and a non-
c o n t r i b u t i n g horse s t a b l e t h a t s t a n d i m m e d i a t e l y behind t h e 
house a r e a l s o i n c l u d e d i n t h e n o m i n a t i o n . filthough t h e 
nominated av^ea l a r g e l y conforms w i t h t h e owner's p r o p e r t y 
b o u n d a r i e s some acreage was not nominated because o f t h e presence 
o f intr-^uding s t r u c t u r e s o r because i t i s now ovev^grown woodland. 
I n t h e s e cases t h e land use has s u b s t a n t i a l l y changed so t h a t i t 
no l o n g e r c o n t r - i b u t e s t o t h e h i s t o r ^ i c i n t e g r - ^ i t y or-* h i s t o r i c 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e p r o p e r t y as a p l a n t a t i o n e r a farm. 

The s o u t h e r n boundary o f t h e nominated proper-^ty frorn UTM 
p o i n t fl t o UTM p o i n t B i n c l u d e s p a s t u r e l a n d t o i t s n o r t h and 
e x c l u d e s woodland t o i t s s o u t h . The e a s t e r n boundary from UTM 
p o i n t B t o t h e southwest corTier o f t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Dale Dr^ive 
and T h o r n d a l e D r i v e i n c l u d e s t h e d w e l l i n g and p a s t u r e l a n d t o i t s 
west and e x c l u d e s p r o p e r t y t h a t does not belong t o t h e owner" t o 
i t s e a s t . The n o r t h e r n boundary frorn UTM p o i n t s C t o D and D t o 
E i n c l u d e s t h e d w e l l i n g and pastur^e l a n d t o i t s s o u t h and 
e x c l u d e s p r o p e r t y t h a t does not belong t o t h e owner t o t h e nor-'th. 
The w e s t e r n boundary frorn UTM p o i n t s E t o F i n c l u d e p a s t u r e l a n d 
t o i t s east and e x c l u d e s housing development t o i t s west. The 
southwest boundary frorn UTM p o i n t F t o fl i n c l u d e s p a s t u r e l a n d t o 
i t s n o r t h e a s t and e x c l u d e s pr-^operty t h a t does not belong t o t h e 
owner t o i t s southwest. 
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