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1. Name of Property ^ 
historic name (former) F i r s t Bapt is t Church 
other names/site number Main Street Bapt is t Church 

2. Location 
street & number 126 North Main Street I I not for publication N7A 

I I vicinity 
TJ57 

city, town Kernersvi l le 
state North Carolina code N.C. county Forsyth ~2yr5m code zip code 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 

I 1 public-local 

I ! public-State 

I 1 public-Federal 

Category of Property 

building(s) 

I I district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 

Name of related multiple property listing' 

Historic and Architectural Resources 

Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

0 Total 

m 
Number of contributing resources previously 

Kernersville, N. C. 
listed in the National Register. 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

X x J nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic P laces^nd meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my.djpirHtH^, the prap^r ty^X] meets CHdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. , 

Signature of certifying offici 
State His tor ic 

Date 
eservation O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 

I 1 See continuation sheet. 

[ 1 determined eligible for the National 

Register. \ X ] See continuation sheet. 

[ Z ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the Nationai Register. 

O other, (explain:) 

'^ y y m ^ ' 

/ 
•gnature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Religion: Religious s t ruc ture 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Rel ig ion: r e l ig ious s t ructure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Tudor Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Late Gothic Revival 

foundation 
walls 

b r i c k 
b r i c k 

roof 
other 

metal 
stone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The ( f o r m e r ) F i r s t B a p t i s t Church was comple t e d i n 1916 t o house a congrega­
t i o n o r g a n i z e d i n 1884. The t w o - s t o r y c r o s s - g a b l e d b r i c k b u i l d i n g , e xecuted 
i n a b l e n d o f t h e G o t h i c and Tudor R e v i v a l s t y l e s , s i t s on a s l i g h t r i s e c l o s e 
t o t h e c o r n e r of N o r t h Main and Church s t r e e t s . A compatiblecbrick 1950 educational 
wijig i s located behind the church,conneipted.by-an. arched .-breezeway. A-large education 
building', b u i l t i n the .1.970s, stands .to the north and i s not included i n t h i s nomination. 

The b u i l d i n g i s s h e l t e r e d by a c r o s s - g a b l e r o o f , w i t h round v e n t i l a t o r s i n 
each gable end. A s h o r t t h r e e - s t a g e t o w e r w i t h a r ched e n t r i e s t o t h e s o u t h 
and west i s l o c a t e d a t t h e southwest c o r n e r o f t h e p r i n c i p a l facade. These 
e n t r i e s a re surmounted by s i n g l e a r ched windows a t t h e second f l o o r b a l c o n y 
l e v e l , and p a i r e d arched v e n t i l a t o r s i n t h e t h i r d s t a g e . T h i s t h i r d s t a g e i s 
c r e n e l a t e d , w i t h a s h o r t p y r a m i d a l s t e e p l e c l a d i n t i n s h i n g l e s . A c r e n e l ­
l a t e d t w o - s t o r y tower i s s e t i n t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r , and a l s o c o n t a i n s one 
arched e n t r y surmounted by a s i n g l e window. A l l windows c o n t a i n b e v e l e d 
leaded g l a s s . 

Between t h e two towers and p r o j e c t i n g s l i g h t l y , i s t h e main b l o c k w i t h c e n t r a l 
f o u r - p a r t round-arched windows i n a Tudor-arched opening a t t h e c e n t e r , 
s e p e r a t e d f r o m t he s i n g l e arched windows on e i t h e r s i d e a t b o t h l e v e l s by 
p i l a s t e r s . T h i s p a t t e r n o f f e n e s t r a t i o n on t h e west f r o n t e l e v a t i o n i s 
rep e a t e d on the n o r t h and s o u t h s i d e e l e v a t i o n s . A s t o n e w a t e r t a b l e d i v i d e s 
the f o u n d a t i o n f r o m t h e main b l o c k and a l l windows have g r a n i t e s i l l s and 
keystones. 

The i n t e r i o r i s p a r t i t i o n e d t o c r e a t e f o y e r and c l a s s r o o m space on e i t h e r s i d e 
of t h e san c t u a r y . The p a r t i t i o n w a l l s have massive t w o - s t o r y l o u v e r e d open­
ings which can be opened when necessary. The a l t a r i s l o c a t e d on t h e wes t e r n 
w a l l , w i t h a Tudor-arched niche t o c o n t a i n i t . Tudor-arched doors are l o c a t e d 
a t e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e a l t a r p r o v i d i n g access t o t h e c l a s s and s t u d y spaces be­
hin d . The pews, which a r e o r i g i n a l , b u t which have been p a i n t e d , are ranged 
on e i t h e r s i d e of a c e n t r a l a i s l e . The r o o f of t h e nave i s v a u l t e d and two 
s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t w i t h an ornamental p l a s t e r c e i l i n g , A c h o i r l o f t i s l o c a t e d 
a t t h e r e a r (west) o f t h e s a n c t u a r y . 

To t h e r e a r are an apse and a o n e - s t o r y m i n i s t e r ' s s t u d y . These a r e o r i g i n a l 
t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e church, and a l s o have G o t h i c - a r c h e d bays t o t h e 
s i d e s and a Tudor-arched bay a t t h e r e a r o f t h e apse. . .. . .. 

I I See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide fX] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria ^ A [X jc I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) |Q(1A I |B I Ic I lo I |E I I F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1915/16 1915/16 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The ( f o r m e r ) F i r s t B a p t i s t Church, 126 N o r t h Main S t r e e t . , b u i l t i n 1915,/16, 
i s t h e o n l y example o f t h e Gothic/Tudor R e v i v a l s t y l e s i n r e l i g i o u s a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e i n K e r n e r s v i l l e where a l l o t h e r examples of r e l i g i o u s a r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e 
p e r i o d were executed i n t h e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t y l e . The b r i c k c h u r c h i s i n ­
t a c t and r e t a i n s o r i g i n a l f u r n i s h i n g s . I t i s one o f a group of churches b u i l t 
i n t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y t o accomodate K e r n e r s v i l l e c i t i z e n s (Context 
I I I ; M a t u r a t i o n P e r i o d , 1900-1930; P r o p e r t y Type B: Commercial and R e l i g i o u s 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ) . ' 

1X1 See continuation sheet 
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The ( f a r m e r ) F i r s t B a p t i s t Church was o r g a n i z e d i n 1884 by t e n c i t i z e n s o f 
K e r n e r s v i l l e . By 1890 t h e membership had grown t o a s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g congrega­
t i o n and had b u i l t a s m a l l b r i c k s a n c t u a r y l o c a t e d on t h e c o r n e r o f Mountain 
and Cherry s t r e e t s which was d e s t r o y e d i n 1893 by a t o r n a d o . (1) I t was r e ­
p l a c e d w i t h i n f o u r months by a frame c h u r c h which was used i n r o t a t i o n by Bap­
t i s t , M e t h o d i s t , M e t h o d i s t P r o t e s t a n t and Moravian c o n g r e g a t i o n s , w i t h a un­
i t e d meeting o f a l l f o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n s on f i f t h Sundays. (2) By 1914 t h e 
c h u r c h had grown t o 128 members and p l a n s were underway t o b u i l d a new 
s a n c t u a r y t o be l o c a t e d on Main S t r e e t . The f i r s t s e r v i c e s were h e l d i n t h e 
new c h u r c h on A p r i l 27, 1916. ( 3 ) . 

Most o f t h e s u r v i v i n g l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h and v e r y e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y c h u r ­
ches b u i l t i n or near K e r n e r s v i l l e a re frame, and o r i g i n a l l y were c o n s t r u c t e d 
i n a modest Gothic R e v i v a l s t y l e . At l e a s t t h r e e o f t h e s e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y churches have been b r i c k veneered i n t h e m i d - t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y t o im­
i t a t e t h e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l . Of t h e r e m a i n i n g frame churches most have been 
s i d e d w i t h aluminum or v i n y l , and have r e c e i v e d replacement p o r t i c o s . No ex­
amples o f these s t y l e s l i e w i t h i n t h e two K e r n e r s v i l l e h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s . 

Since t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y t h e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l has been t h e p r e f e r r e d 
s t y l e f o r r e l i g i o u s and domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e i n K e r n e r s v i l l e . Of the f o u r 
b r i c k churches or c h u r c h - r e l a t e d b u i l d i n g s (Moravian Church, Moravian Church 
E d u c a t i o n Wing, Main S t r e e t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t Church and the ( f o r m e r ) F i r s t 
B a p t i s t Church) b u i l t o r remodeled i n t h e 1910s and 1920s and which remain 
r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t i n K e r n e r s v i l l e , t h r e e a r e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l i n s t y l e . Com­
p a r a b l e i n s c a l e and degree o f i n t e g r i t y and d e t a i l t o t h e f o r m e r t h r e e c h u r ­
ches, t h e ( f o r m e r ) F i r s t B a p t i s t Church i s t h e o n l y example o f t h e Tudor 
R e v i v a l s t y l e i n K e r n e r s v i l l e , and as such i s a s i g n i f i c a n t d e p a r t u r e f r o m 
t h a t t r e n d . . . . . . . 

I n 1927, when t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f K e r n e r s v i l l e s t o o d a t 1600, t h e membership of 
the F i r . s t B a p t i s t Church had grown t o 216. (4) The c o n g r e g a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o 
grow, c o n s t r u c t i n g an e d u c a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g t o t h e r e a r o f t h e c h u r c h i n 1950. 

I n 1959 t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n of t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t Church moved t o a new s a n c t u a r y 
and s o l d t h e o l d c h u r c h t o t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n of Oakhurst B a p t i s t Church, which 
changed i t s name t o Main S t r e e t B a p t i s t Church, and i n t u r n s o l d i t s o l d . -
s a n c t u a r y t o a P r e s b y t e r i a n c o n g r e g a t i o n . (5) 

The ( f o r m e r ) F i r s t B a p t i s t Church, now Main S t r e e t B a p t i s t Church, has s e r v e d 
the s p i r i t u a l needs of K e r n e r s v i l l e c i t i z e n s f o r over 100 y e a r s , and c o n t i n u e s 
t o do so. The c o n g r e g a t i o n , s e e i n g t h e needs o f w o r k i n g p a r e n t s , o r g a n i z e d a 
day ca r e , and l a t e r t h e f i r s t C h r i s t i a n e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l i n K e r n e r s v i l l e i n 
1966. (6) A l a r g e t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k e d u c a t i o n a l wing was b u i l t t o the e a s t i n 
1950, and a se p a r a t ^ d u c a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g was b u i l t t o t h e n o r t h o f the c h u r c h 
i n t h e 1970s. 
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FOOTNOTES: . ^ .. \ ' : . 7 ' ' 

1 M i l l s , John R., c o m p i l e r . "Church D i r e c t o r y and a B r i e f H i s t o r y o f t h e 
F i r s t B a p t i s t Church, K e r n e r s v i l l e , Worth C a r o l i n a . " Albemarle, N. C.: Caro­
l i n a P r i n t i n g Company, 1927, p. 2. 

2 B i c e n t e n n i a l Committee. K e r n e r s v i l l e , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , B i c e n t e n n i a l .  
Winston-Salem: Hunter P u b l i s h i n g Company, 1971, r e v i s e d 1976, pp. 27-28;  
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as B i c e n t e n n i a l . 

3 B i c e n t e n n i a l , p. 28. ; 

4 " K e r n e r s v i l l e F i r s t B a p t i s t Church, 1884-1984." T y p e s c r i p t i n p o s s e s s i o n 
of Mrs. J. T. J u s t i c e , K e r n e r s v i l l e , N. C., p. 1; h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as " F i r s t 
B a p t i s t Church." 

5 " F i r s t B a p t i s t Church," p. 1. The frame c h u r c h , now t h e home of t h e F i r s t 
P r e s b y t e r i a n Church, i s s t i l l s t a n d i n g on Oakhurst S t r e e t , b u t has been s i d e d 
w i t h asbestos s i d i n g , which obscures any s u r v i v i n g o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g o f t h e 
s m a l l gable f r o n t s t r u c t u r e , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of a s m a l l b e l l tower. 

6 B i c e n t e n n i a l , p. 33. ... , 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

M i l l s , John R., c o m p i l e r . 
F i r s t B a p t i s t Church," Albemarle: 

"Church D i r e c t o r y and a B r i e f H i s t o r y o f 
C a r o l i n a P r i n t i n g Company, 1927. 

K e r n e r s v i l l e B i c e n t e n n i a l Committee. K e r n e r s v i l l e , M. C. , B i c e n t e n ­
n i a l . Winston-Salem: Hunter P u b l i s h i n g Company, 1971, r e v i s e d 1976. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
r~1 previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmarl< 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

n S e e continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[ x l State historic preservation office 
I ] Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Less than one acre Acreage of property. 

UTM References 
A | 1 | 7 | | 5 | 8 , 3 | 4 , 7 , Q 

Zone Easting 
I I 

| 3 , 9 | g , 7 | 4 , 7 

Northing 

J L 

B _L 
Zone 

D 

Easting 
J L 

J L 

Northing 
J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The p r o p e r t y b e i n g nominated c o n s i s t s o f t h e l o t s o n which t h e ch u r c h i s 
s i t u a t e d , shown on t h e e n c l o s e d t a x map, 4A and 5A, Block 2100, Kernersville. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The two lo t s containing the" 1916 church and i t s 1950 rear wing. Lots 4A and 
5A, are included i n t h i s nomination. Lots 1A,2A and 3A, where the 1970s Education 
Building i s located, are not included i n t h i s nomination. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title V i r g i n i a Uswaia 
organization Consul tant , Survey and P lann ing Branch 
street & number R t . 4 , Box 20M 
city or town Apex 

. date 
telephone 
state 

October 1987 
(919) 362-1725 
N. C. zip code 27502 
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10. 

Substantive Havl:;?!? 
Keeper 

Date/Signature 

F i r s t Baptist Church ^ L t n i ^ BeglsteE <?'4g^er. -^^^ 

'2. Harmon-Reid M i l l 

3. Kernersville Depot 

' Attest 

^ \ Keeper 

U:... J . , . . , A t t e s t 

akrm 

,iial SegiBt«» y^Rgeper (C^^^^^^^^^^ ^ S - / 4 j ' 

McKaughan, Isaac Harrison, 
House 'BubstantiT* HevieK 

North Cherry Street Historic '^•^•••y Ui to® ^-Ke-eper(^-'^LCc-^.^^^^'^^yc^' 

A t t e s t 

Keeper ^ A l j j / ^ ( f ^ I 

A t t e s t 

îf4ce€pi 

A t t e s t 

Roberts—Justice House 

Attest 

South Main Street Historic 
D i s t r i c t 

* * l U n t l T O B#V^eeper 

"8. Stuart Motor Company 
.-;.*3a in t!£« 

Attest 
/ 

-<y°^eeyer, y 

h 
Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 
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First Baptist Church (Kernersville MPS) 
Forsyth County 
NORTH CAROLINA 

cn resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
n appeal 

Substantive Review: IHI sample • request 

Working No. _ JAN I 4 1988 

Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: -

" Action: _4=:r^CCIEPT 

Ent«r8d i n the RETURN 

Katiooal BegiBtes REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerstilp 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 
c n fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness - r . 
cn clarity : ^ y j , . , 
cn alterations/integrity ^ ' : 
cn dates 
r~l boundary selection . , 

Check one 
• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ffn one paraffrap/j^ 

cn summary paragraph ..y. .- s X . ^ ! ' *yi*A^^i2?.^P-i.' 
cn completeness >, 
cn clarity * ' J"' Î -' 
cn applicable criteria /? 
cn justification of areas checked i 
cn relating significance to the resource 

cn context ' n l .^&fj.v*(l3.. 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other v; 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
cn Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

^ for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500364 
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