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1. Name of Property 
historic name 
other names/site number 

Roberts - j t j s t i ce House 

2. Locat ion 
" H J not for publication 
I I vicinity 

N/A 
N/A 

zip code 21584 

street & number 133 North Mam Street 
city, town Kernersvi l le 

"OFT" state North Carolina code N.C. county Forsyth code 

3. Classif icat ion 
Ownership of Property 
r i( l private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I ! public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[X] building(s) 
I I district 
• site " 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

. 2 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
,H:i s t o r i c a l and Architectural Resources 
Kprnprsvi 11 p , N. P.. 

m 

Noncontributing 
] buildings 

. sites 
structures 
objects 

2 ^ Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register p 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
XXJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Plaaas and mepts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my/Opiniar/, (the propSly LKJifrrjeets DOS not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

signature of certifying official T Date 
State Historic Preservat: O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Dale 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[Z l entered in the National Register. 
• \X} See continuation sheet. 

CD determined eligible for the National 
Register. X ] See continuation sheet. 

Q determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

C J removed fiom the National Register, 
n o t h e r , (explain:) 

X>Ml Resist** 

ature ot the Keeper Dale of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic: Single dwelling 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic: Single dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

- - - Italianat.e 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

Colonial Revival 
roof _ 
other 

b r i c k 
b r i ck 

metal 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The R o b e r t s - J u s t i c e House i s s i t u a t e d i n t h e 100 b l o c k o f N o r t h Main S t r e e t i n 
K e r n e r s v i l l e . The l o t on which i t s i t s once s t r e t c h e d t h r o u g h t h e b l o c k t o 
Cherry S t r e e t t o t h e r e a r , b u t e a r l y i n t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y t h e r e a r p o r t i o n was 
s o l d (see R. C. M o r r i s House, #6, N o r t h C h e r r y S t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ) . The 
L-shaped house was b u i l t i n 1877 o f conunon-bond b r i c k . Bays a l l have decora­
t i v e l i n t e l s and s i l l s o f stone. There i s an o r i g i n a l o n e - s t o r y k i t c h e n e l l , 
w i t h l a t t i c e d p o r c h t o t h e r e a r , 

P r i o r t o i t s r e m o d e l i n g , ca. 1916, t h e house was s i m i l a r t o o t h e r T- and L-
p l a n houses of t h e 1870s i n K e r n e r s v i l l e . The s t y l e , p l a n and massing were 
v e r y p o p u l a r i n K e r n e r s v i l l e i n t h e 1870s, as d i s c u s s e d i n Co n t e x t I I , I ndus­
t r i a l and Commercial "Boom" P e r i o d , P r o p e r t y Type A, B r i c k I t a l i a n a t e 
Residences of t h e "Boom" P e r i o d , o f t h e M u l t i p l e P r o p e r t y Format cover. 

The o r i g i n a l p l a n of t h e house was L-p l a n , w i t h two s m a l l e r rooms t o t h e 
sou t h , and a l a r g e r room t o t h e n o r t h o f a c e n t e r h a l l . An i n t e r i o r chimney 
se r v e d t h e two s o u t h e r n rooms and an e x t e r i o r chimney s e r v e d t h e n o r t h i-'oom. 
The po r c h r a n a l o n g t h e l e g of t h e L, t h e n o r t h room. ' 

In 1909 t h e house was purchased by J. T. J u s t i c e , a p h y s i c i a n who cared f o r 
Mr. Roberts i n h i s l a s t years, and some t i m e a f t e r moving i n t o t h e house Dr. 
J u s t i c e remodeled i t . A c c o r d i n g t o f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n t h i s o c c u r r e d b e f o r e 
1916, and s t y l i s t i c a l l y , t h i s d ate i s a p p r o p r i a t e . 

The r o o f was changed f r o m s i d e g a b l e t o h i p w i t h a s i d e g a b l e d s e c t i o n and 
s m a l l e r o f f - c e n t e r main and s i d e facade g a b l e s . The gable ends were s t u c c o e d 
w i t h c o l o r e d glas.s c h i p s embedded i n them, and c o n t a i n round v e n t i l a t o r s . A 
t w o - s t o r y r e a r e l l was added t o accomodate a d i n i n g room on t h e f i r s t f l o o r 
and a a bedroom on t h e second, c o n v e r t i n g t h e p l a n t o a c e n t e r h a l l w i t h two 
rooms on e i t h e r s i d e . A l a t t i c e d p o r c h f l a n k s t h e t w o - s t o r y e l l . The f r o n t 
p o r c h was r e p l a c e d and a p o r t e c o c h e r e was added t o t h e n o r t h end. The p o r c h 
r o o f i s f l a t , w i t h a b a l u s t r a d e , and i s a c c e s s i b l e f r o m a s e c o n d - f l o o r door 
over t h e c e n t r a l e n t r y . Bays are f l a t a r c h e d w i t h s t o n e l i n t e l s ; windows a r e 
one-ovei—one sash. The c e n t r a l e n t r y c o n t a i n s a wood door w i t h n e a r l y f u l l -
l e n g t h o v a l l i g h t . The s i d e - l i g h t s are l e a d e d b e v e l l e d g l a s s ; t h e transom 
c o n t a i n s t h r e e b e v e l l e d and s t a i n e d g l a s s l i g h t s . 

I. I See continuation sheet 
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A l t h o u g h t h e o r i g i n a l p l a n o f t h e house was r e t a i n e d , i n t e r i o r t r i m was r e ­
pl a c e d w i t h C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l d e t a i l s . The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r t r i m was p r o b a b l y 
l a t e Greek R e v i v a l , w i t h s i m p l e post and l i n t e l mantels, and molded door and 
window surrounds. T h i s t r i m i s found i n t h e t h r e e o t h e r s u r v i v i n g examples of 
t h i s I t a l i a n a t e d w e l l i n g . The s t a i r s s t i l l r i s e a g a i n s t t h e s o u t h w a l l o f t h e 
house, w i t h a l a n d i n g l i t by a s t a i n e d g l a s s window a c r o s s t h e r e a r w a l l , and 
a s h o r t f l i g h t a l o n g t h e n o r t h w a l l . The i n t e r i o r t r i m i s heavy mahogany 
a g a i n s t w h i t e p l a s t e r over t h e b r i c k w a l l s which are 18 i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The s o u t h f r o n t p a r l o r has a d e l i c a t e d e l i c a t e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l mantel w i t h an 
overmantel and s p i n d l e work. The n o r t h p a r l o r has a s i m p l e r C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 
mantel w i t h o u t an overmantel. j 

Beyond t h e f r o n t p a r l o r s a r e a (bed) room t o t h e s o u t h and a d i n i n g room t o 
the n o r t h . The r e a r s o u t h e r n room has a mantel s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n t h e n o r t h 
f r o n t p a r l o r . The d i n i n g room mantel i s more o r n a t e w i t h m i r r o r e d o v e r m a n t e l , 
and i s reached t h r o u g h p a i r e d French doors. The k i t c h e n , which was remodeled 
i n t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , i s a c c e s s i b l e o n l y t h r o u g h t h e d i n i n g room, w h i l e 
a l l o t h e r f i r s t f l o o r rooms a l s o open on t o t h e s t a i r h a l l . 

The second f l o o r a l s o f o l l o w s a c e n t e i — h a l l , two-room-deep p l a n , w i t h a doot— 
way l e a d i n g onto t h e porch balcony a t t h e e a s t end o f t h e h a l l . The rooms on 
th e second f l o o r are f i n i s h e d w i t h p l a s t e r and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y wood­
work. I n c l u d i n g more modest C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l mantels w i t h s h e l v e s and 
p i l a s t e r s . The r e a r room on t h e n o r t h s i d e was a l t e r e d t o accomodate a 
bathroom a g a i n s t t h e h a l l w a l l . 

I n t h e r e a r y a r d are a frame two-bay garage w i t h German s i d i n g , and a shed 
r o o f . The garage i s contemporary w i t h t h e ca. 1916 r e m o d e l i n g o f t h e house, 
and i s a c o n t r i b u t i n g r e s o u r c e . J u s t s o u t h o f t h e garage i s a b l o c k s t o r a g e 
b u i l d i n g , which appears t o date f r o m t h e m i d - t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y a n d which i s a 
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g r e s o u r c e . . < v 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide [x1 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria I |A I |B ET IC I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I |B I |C I I D I |E I I F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e I ' 1877 - ca . 1916 1877 

-i 1916 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

fir 

Sianificant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A " ' Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The R o b e r t s - J u s t i c e House , 1 4 1 N o r t h M a i n S t r e e t , K e r n e r s v i l l e , i s e l i g i b l e 
f o r t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r u n d e r C r i t e r i o n C, b e c a u s e i t i s one o f a g r o u p o f 
f o u r 1 8 7 0 s t w o - s t o r y b r i c k I t a l i a n a t e h o u s e s i n K e r n e r s v i l l e ( C o n t e x t I I , Com­
m e r c i a l "Boom" P e r i o d , 1 8 7 3 - 1 9 0 0 ; P r o p e r t y T y p e B, B r i c k I t a l i a n a t e 
R e s i d e n c e s ) a n d f o r i t s i n t a c t c a . 1916 C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l i n t e r i o r s , w h i c h a r e 
c o m p a r a b l e i n s t y l e , e x e c u t i o n , a n d d a t e , t o t h e G e o r g e V i r g i l F u l p House i n 
t h e N o r t h C h e r r y S t r e e t h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . The R o b e r t s - J u s t i c e House i s a 
b e a u t i f u l l y m a i n t a i n e d e x a m p l e o f t h e L - p l a n b r i c k h o u s e as s e e n i n 
K e r n e r s v i l l e , w i t h a c a . 1916 C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l i n t e r i o r . The h o u s e r e t a i n s 
i t s mahogany f i r s t f l o o r t r i m , h a l l a r c h a n d s t a i r . The w o o d w o r k i s s i m i l a r 
t o t h a t i n t h e G e o r g e V i r g i l F u l p House C#2, N o r t h C h e r r y S t r e e t H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t ) a n d i s some o f t h e f i n e s t s u r v i v i n g i n t h e t o w n o f K e r n e r s v i l l e . 
The C o l o n i a l Rev iva l s t y l e was one o f the most popular b u i l d i n g modes i n the e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century (Context I I I : M a t u r a t i o n and D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n , 1900-1930 and Proper ty 
Type A. Ea r ly Twent ie th Century D w e l l i n g s ) . 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 
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The R o b e r t s - J u s t i c e House was b u i l t about 1877 f o r C a l v i n Roberts who moved t o 
K e r n e r s v i l l e about 1870, f r o m t h e Oak Ridge s e c t i o n of G u i l f o r d County, 
In K e r n e r s v i l l e Roberts and James W. Beard, o p e r a t i n g as Beard and Roberts 
S t o r e , were d e a l e r s i n g e n e r a l merchandise and c o u n t r y produce, s p e c i a l i z i n g 
i n b u y i n g and s e l l i n g d r i e d f r u i t s and b e r r i e s . ( 1 ) . I n 1880 Roberts and 
Beard e n t e r e d a n o t h e r business v e n t u r e as Beard and Roberts Tobacco Company, 
ma n u f a c t u r e r s of p l u g tobacco, (2) . .. .... •,. , ,. 

I n 1903 Robert's w i f e , C a r r i e C o n n e l l Roberts, d i e d , l e a v i n g Mr, Roberts, who 
was not w e l l , t o t a k e care of h i m s e l f . (3) About t h a t t i m e Dr. J. T, J u s t i c e 
and h i s w i f e and young son, moved t o K e r n e r s v i l l e . Dr. J u s t i c e moved h i s fam­
i l y i n t o Mr. Roberts' hou.se on November 22, 1906, i n o r d e r t o care f o r the i n ­
v a l i d Mr. Roberts. The J u s t i c e s l i v e d w i t h Mr. Roberts u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 
1909, a t which t i m e Dr, J u s t i c e was a b l e t o purchase t h e house f r o m t h e 
Roberts e s t a t e f o r t h e sum of $1533. (4) 

Between h i s a c q u i s i t i o n o f the house i n 1909 and 1916, a c c o r d i n g t o f a m i l y 
t r a d i t i o n . Dr. J u s t i c e remodeled t h e house t o i t s p r e s e n t appearance, b o t h i n ­
s i d e and o u t , (5) The house r e f l e c t s i t s 1877 f o r m and c o n s t r u c t i o n methods, 
w i t h updated e m b e l l i s h m e n t s which i n c l u d e s t u c c o and c o l o r e d g l a s s gable end 
s h e a t h i n g , a h i p r o o f , remodeled and e l o n g a t e d porch w i t h p o r t e cochere, dark 
mahogany woodwork, and a s e l e c t i o n of C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l mantels. V i r t u a l l y t h e 
o n l y a l t e r a t i o n s s i n c e ca. 1916 have been t h e r e m o d e l i n g of t h e k i t c h e n and 
the d i v i s i o n of t h e r e a r n o r t h e r n bathroom i n t o a b a t h and s m a l l s t o r a g e room. 

Dr. J u s t i c e was a c t i v e i n t h e c i v i c and b u s i n e s s coinmuni t ie.s i n K e r n e r s v i l l e . 
He s e r v e d as a town commissioner f o r seventeen years, and was on t h e s c h o o l 
board f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s as w e l l . He was one o f t h e o r g a n i z e r s of t h e 
K e r n e r s v i l l e Loan Company, helped o r g a n i s e Vance K n i t t i n g Company and was 
p r e s i d e n t of Acme Lumber Company. (6) 

Dr, J u s t i c e c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e i n t h e house u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 1939, when h i s 
e l d e r son, J, T. J u s t i c e , J r . , and h i s w i f e , i n h e r i t e d t h e p r o p e r t y . The r e a r 
p o r t i o n of t h e l o t , which o r i g i n a l l y s t r e t c h e d a f u l l b l o c k t o N o r t h Cherry 
S t r e e t i n t h e r e a r , was s o l d about 1925, J. T. J u s t i c e , J r . , had spent two 
years i n medical s c h o o l , but r e t u r n e d t o K e r n e r s v i l l e i n 1934, He opened a 
t h e a t e r , c a l l e d t h e P i c k F a i r u n t i l t h e 1940s when t h e name was changed t o the 
J u s t i c e Theater, which he o p e r a t e d u n t i l he r e t i r e d i n 1967. Thi.s was the 
f i r s t , and o n l y , t h e a t e r i n K e r n e r s v i l l e f o r many years, and was t h e main 
source of e n t e r t a i n m e n t f o r years, <7) A p h o t o g r a p h e r came t o K e r n e r s v i l l e 
every few weeks and t o o k movies of t h e town, i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e 
s c h o o l , t h e workers l e a v i n g m i l l s and f a c o t o r i e s , l o c a l parades and people 
l e a v i n g t h e t h e a t e r . These movies were shown a t t h e t h e a t e r t h e f o l l o w i n g 
week. These movies are i n good c o n d i t i o n , and have been shown t o t h e c i t i z e n s 
of K e r n e r s v i l l e on o c c a s i o n . <8) The t h e a t e r was demolished i n r e c e n t years 
f o r a p a r k i n g l o t . 
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J. T. Ju s t i c e l e f t the house t o h i s wife when he died i n 1971. Mrs. J u s t i c e 
continues t o l i v e i n and maintain the house. 

..V../ 'y- f : ^XJX- • . l y 
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FOOTNOTES: , ̂  , . . . ..^ 

1 Census of the U n i t e d S t a t e s , F o r s y t h County, N o r t h C a r o l i n a , 1880. 

2 B i c e n t e n n i a l Committee. K e r n e r s v i l l e , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , B i c e n t e n n i a l . 
Winston-Salem; Hunter P u b l i s h i n g Company, 1971, r e v i s e d 1976, p. 74; 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as B i c e n t e n n i a l . 

3 Interview with Mrs. J. T. Justice, Jr., February 28, 1987, Kernersville, N. 
C., notes on file in Survey and Planning Branch; hereinafter cited as Justice 
interview. ---yy-'-

4 Deed o f Sale, i n p o s s e s s i o n o f Mrs. J, T, J u s t i c e , J r . , K e r n e r s v i l l e , N. C. 

5 J u s t i c e i n t e r v i e w . 

6 B i c e n t e n n i a l , p. 82. '^.s.,.,. , . -, ,,. - . , v.i. •: 

7 J u s t i c e i n t e r v i e w . - . .... y i - . y } ...;<.•: y'iy-..y\-yy.,. :.:.,•.': :. ,"l 

8. P i c k f o r d Theater f i l e , F o r s y t h County, Survey and P l a n n i n g Branch. 
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Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 

I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property. less than 1 acre 

UTM References 
A L l i ,3|4 ,2 ,0 | |3 ,9 |9 ,7 |5 ,0 ,0 

Zone Easting 

c L i J I I I 
Northing 

J I I L J L 

B j _ J L 
Zone 

D 

Easting  

I I I 

Northing 

I i l l 

O S e e continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The p r o p e r t y b e i n g nominated i s t h e l o t on which t h e house was b u i l t , 
map w i t h p r o p e r t y o u t l i n e d i n red.» Block 2101, Lot 18. 

I I See continuation sheet 

3ee t a x 

Boundary Justification 

The p r o p e r t y b e i n g nominated i s t h e l o t on which t h e house was b u i l t , and i s 
he house. ,; ; • what remains o f t h e o r i g i n a l l o t a s s o c i a t e d wit.h 

Q S e e continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

Virg in i a Oswald name/title , 
organization Consultant, Survey and Planning Branch 
street & number Rt- 4, Box 20 M 
city or town Ape> 

. date 

. telephone 

. state 

October 1987 
(919) 733-654.5 

N. C. zip code T7502 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Kernersville MPS 
State Forsyth County. NORTH CAROLINA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

Cover ' * •\ 
y''''i;' ' 

" 1 . F i r s t Baptist Church 

. ^2. Harmon-Reid M i l l 

3. Kernersville Depot 

•4. McKaughan, Isaac Harrison, 

House '^sii&ntlr§. Eevie« 

Date /S igna ture 

p Keeper j - ^ c f a ^ ^ / ^ ^ S ^ / ^ C ^ 

A t t e s t 

rod f 

Jef\ Keeper 

A t t e s t 

J,lIl^il^B«gisteC .<^^yer (;P(L^^^..^,yP-yc<^ 

im a brm 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

'5. North Cherry Street Historic ^ ^̂^̂  i ^ ^ ^ ^if^gXyer 

„ ISS^l E«lrt« 

'"5. Rober ts—Just ice House ;a t srad in tl* '<rf^yer^Xi^^^-'-^^ 
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A t t e s t 
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"8. Stuart Motor Company 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Roberts—Justice House (Kernersville MPS) 
Forsyth County 
NORTH CAROLINA 

CU resubmission ' ^ . v , 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

d sample d request 

Working No. JAN 14 1988 
» Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due 
Action: _ i : ^ C C E P T 

^•f i i reS * , ^..s. RETURN 

mti f l " *?" _ REJECT. 

eg. uaiK. / 

ue: j g / y / f - ^ - -
: _i:;r7?CCEF 

XX2sT 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • appeal d l NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? d yes d no 

7. Description 

Condition 

d excellent 

d good 

d f a i r 

1 I deteriorated 
I I ruins 

d unexposed 

Check one 
d unaltered 
d altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

d summary paragraph ^ ' 
d completeness 
d clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

d original site 

d moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

d summary paragraph 
d completeness ^ | j ^ j ^ 
d clarity 
d applicable criteria 
d justification of areas checked 
d relating significance to the resource 
d context 
d relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
d other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

d Maps 
d Photographs 
d Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 
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