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I DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Edmondson-Woodard House i s located between Toisnot Swamp and 
Contentnea Creek about four miles n o r t h of Stantonsburg on Rt. 58. Both 
Contentnea Creek and Toisnot Swamp are major streams i n Wilson County and 
the land upon which the Edmondson-Woodard House was b u i l t i s well-watered 
and f e r t i l e . Contentnea Creek was the only navigable waterway i n the 
Wilson County area i n the second quarter of the nineteenth century when 
the house was b u i l t , and Stantonsburg became the area's f i r s t incorporated 
town i n 1817. The present path of Rt. 58 fo l l o w s an e a r l i e r road which 
l i n k e d the town of Wilson w i t h Stantonsburg. 

Wright Edmondson, a prosperous p l a n t e r , b u i l t the Edmondson-Woodard 
House c i r c a 1830, f o r an advertisement f o r h i s property dated 1835 de­
scribes the house as " e n t i r e l y new" (See Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e ) . Also 
located on Edmondson's 1400 acres i n 1835 "was a g i n house and screw and 
a l l necessary outhouses." Today the house i s set w e l l back o f f the road 
i n a grove of oaks. The house i s screened from the road by young pine 
trees and an avenue leads from Rt. 58 t o the f r o n t of the house. The 
house i s two s t o r i e s t a l l , f o l l o w s an L-plan, and i s sheltere d by a gable 
roof. The e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n of the house i s a s i n g l e - p i l e h a l l - a n d - p a r l o r 
plan house w i t h a shed along the rear e l e v a t i o n and double shoulder ex­
t e r i o r end chimneys at the gable ends. The chimneys have been covered w i t h 
stucco, so t h a t the bond i s not v i s i b l e . The three-bay facade i s sheltered 
by a hipped-roof porch w i t h f l a r e d columns on b r i c k p l i n t h s of 1920 v i n t ­
age. I n the mid-nineteenth century a two-story wing was added t o the 
northeast end of the house. This wing p r o j e c t s about s i x f e e t on the north 
e l e v a t i o n from the main block. A massive single-shoulder e x t e r i o r end 
chimney, also stuccoed, i s located on the rear e l e v a t i o n of the wing. The 
usual shed-roof porches d a t i n g from the t w e n t i e t h century p r o j e c t from the 
rear of the house. 

The windows i n the house have f o u r - o v e r - f o u r replacement sashes 
throughout as w e l l as simply molded t h r e e - p a r t surrounds. One of the 
most unusual features of the house i s the t r i p l e row of lacy gaugework 
on the rakeboards of the main block. 

On the i n t e r i o r the house f o l l o w s a h a l l - a n d - p a r l o r plan w i t h an en­
closed s t a i r leading from the rear of the f r o n t room t o the second f l o o r . 
Raised six-panel doors are used throughout and the doors and windows have 
deep molded surrounds. The two main rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r have f l a t -
panel wainscot and the p a r l o r mantel i s Federal i n s t y l e boasting panelled 
p i l a s t e r s and a h e a v i l y molded mantel s h e l f . The u p s t a i r s mantels i n the -
main block are s i m i l a r t o the p a r l o r mantel. The i n t e r i o r appointments i 
of the wing i n d i c a t e a l a t e r s t y l e , Greek Revival, and cruder workmanship. i 
On the f i r s t f l o o r of the wing the broad window surrounds are capped by | 
a peaked l i n t e l , and the mantel i s of the simplest mid-nineteenth century i 
type w i t h p l a i n p i l a s t e r s supporting an unadorned s h e l f . On the second 
f l o o r of the wing a ColonialRevival mantel w i t h f r ee-standing s t o p - f l u t e d 
columns w i t h egg-and-dart molding on the c a p i t a l s has replaced an e a r l i e r ; 
mantel. 
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The farm b u i l d i n g s surrounding the Edmondson-Woodard House are l i m i t e d 
t o a shed, a t w e n t i e t h century w e l l s h e l t e r and a metal s ided former c o t t o n 
g i n , now a ba rn . 

I n f r o n t o f the house and s l i g h t l y t o the n o r t h i n the pine grove i s 
the o l d Edmondson f a m i l y graveyard . 

The s t r u c t u r e , of course, i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the surrounding environment. Archaeo­
l o g i c a l remains, such as t r a s h p i t s , w e l l s , and s t r u c t u r a l remains, which may be present , 
can p rov ide i n f o r m a t i o n va luab le to the understanding and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e . 
I n f o r m a t i o n concerning use p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l s tanding and m o b i l i t y , as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s are o f t e n on ly ev iden t i n the a rchaeo log ica l r e c o r d . T h e r e f o r e , a r chaeo log ica l 
remains may w e l l be an impor tan t component of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . At t h i s 
t ime no i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been done to d iscover these remains, bu t i t i s probable t ha t they 
e x i s t , and t h i s should be considered i n any development of the p r o p e r t y . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edmondson-Woodard House i s one of the f i n e s t Federal-style ante­
bellum p l a n t a t i o n houses extant i n Wilson County. B u i l t c i r c a 1830 f o r 
Wright Edmondson, i t was the home of one of Stantonsburg Township's major 
landed f a m i l i e s . The simple but elegant form of t h i s two-story three-bay 
house f o l l o w s c l o s e l y the form of other Federal p l a n t a t i o n houses i n the 
Wilson County area, but i t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the high degree i n which i t s 
o r i g i n a l appearance has been preserved and maintained over the years. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

B. The Edmondson-Woodard House i s associated w i t h Wright Edmondson, a 
prominent antebellum p l a n t e r and w i t h the Woodard f a m i l y who have i n Wilson 
County's h i s t o r y been members of the p l a n t e r class and a c t i v e i n l o c a l r e ­
l i g i o u s and educational undertakings. 

C. The Edmondson-Woodard House embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of a Federal s t y l e p l a n t a t i o n house. 
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w i t h the s t y l e and c o n s t r u c t i o n of the main p a r t of the house. For some 
unknown reason the property so e n t i c i n g l y described i n the 1835 a d v e r t i s e ­
ment was not sold by Edmondson, but remained i n h i s hands u n t i l h i s death 
c i r c a 1861. The improved c o n d i t i o n s f o l l o w i n g the p o l i t i c a l and economic 
changes made by the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Convention of 1835 may i n p a r t account 
f o r Edmondson's decis i o n t o keep the property. 

Edmondson i s said t o have owned 3,000 acres of land between Toisnot 
Swamp and Black Creek, making him one of the leading landowners i n Stan­
tonsburg Township. By h i s death Edmondson was one of the w e a l t h i e s t 
p l a n t e r s i n North Carolina as w e l l as being a l o c a l community leader. 

At Edmondson's death h i s vast holdings were d i v i d e d between h i s nine 
c h i l d r e n ; Rufus, Garry, James, E l i z a b e t h (who married Redding S. Petway), 
Martha (who married John F. Saunders), Sarah (who married W. L. Quarles), 
Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan (who married Dr. W i l l i a m T. Brewer of Black 
Creek).7 His widow continued t o l i v e on the pr o p e r t y ^ u n t i l her death i n 
1872.9 Wright Edmondson i s l i s t e d i n the 1860 census, j u s t p r i o r t o h i s 
death, as a farmer owning r e a l property valued at $32,000 and personal 
property valued at $98,600.10 I n 1860 four of h i s c h i l d r e n , z i l l a h , 
James, Penelope and Susan were l i v i n g at home. Edmondson died between 
Jul y 21, 1860, when the census was taken, and A p r i l 20, 1861 when h i s son 
Rufus conveyed h i s i n t e r e s t i n h i s f a t h e r ' s property t o h i s s i s t e r s 
Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan, l^ Garry Edmundson d i d the same-*--̂  and E l i z a b e t h 
Petway conveyed her i n t e r e s t t o the three unmarried s i s t e r s as w e l l as t o 
her s i s t e r Sarah Quarles.-^'* Eight years l a t e r , i n 1869, Sarah Quarles 
conveyed her i n t e r e s t t o Z i l l a h , a n d Penelope conveyed her i n t e r e s t t o 
Z i l l a h , Susan and Sarah Q u a r l e s . Z i l l a h Edmundson devised her i n t e r e s t 
i n the property t o her b r o t h e r , James P. Edmundson, and t o her s i s t e r s 
Susan W. Brewer and Martha Saunders. 1'̂  Her w i l l was probated on August 6, 
1895.18 Early i n the f o l l o w i n g year her h e i r s sold four hundred and 
t h i r t y - s i x acres of the former Wright Edmondson pr o p e r t y , i n c l u d i n g the 
house, t o Warren Woodard.19 

20 
Warren Woodard was the son of W i l l i a m and E l i z a b e t h Woodard ( f o r 

f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n see the Woodard Family Rural H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t nomi­
nation) . Woodard, l i k e h i s ancestors, was a prominent p l a n t e r . Accord­
ing t o the 1870 census he was born i n 1823. 1 I n 1870, before he purchased 
the Edmondson property, he was l i v i n g i n Stantonsburg Township and he 
owned r e a l property valued at $10,000 and personal property valued at 
$3,000.^^ Woodard moved t o Wilson before the t u r n of the century and i t 
i s unlikejy^ t h a t he ever occupied the Edmondson House i n Stantonsburg 
Township. 

Woodard devised o n e - t h i r d of h i s estate t o h i s son, Walter F. Woodard, 
and t h i s o n e - t h i r d included the house property i n Stantonsburg Township.^4 
Warren Woodard's w i l l was probated on February 9, 1903. Like h i s 
f a t h e r , Walter F. Woodard was a town d w e l l e r , although he owned a good 
deal of farmland. Walter l i v e d w i t h h i s f a m i l y i n a large t u r n - o f - t h e -
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century house at 400 North Goldsboro S t r e e t , Wilson, on "Woodard C i r c l e " , 
so c a l l e d because of the four imposing houses b u i l t f o r the Woodard 
fa m i l y i n t h i s area.26 Thus, i t appears t h a t the Edmondson House was 
probably occupied by tenants u n t i l the e a r l y 1960s when Thomas H. Woodard 
and h i s w i f e M a t i l d a Barnes Woodard began t o renovate the house. Thomas 
H. Woodard i n h e r i t e d the property from h i s f a t h e r , Walter F. Woodard, i n 
1923^"^ and by 1960 he and h i s w i f e were using the house as a weekend r e ­
t r e a t . The Woodards enclosed the back porch, c r e a t i n g a modern k i t c h e n 
and bath, and had the house wired f o r e l e c t r i c i t y , but they d i d l i t t l e t o 
otherwise a l t e r the plan or e x t e r i o r appearance of the house. 

Upon Thomas Woodard's death i n 1966 h i s w i f e , M a t i l d a Woodard, i n ­
h e r i t e d the property.30 She i s the present owner. 

Footnotes 

•'"Author's i n t e r v i e w w i t h Hugh B. Johnston, J r . , Wilson County H i s t o r i a n , 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 

2 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Wilson County, North Carolina. 
3 
Johnston mverview. See also Book 17, 147, Edgecombe County Deeds, 

Tarboro. Susanna and Wright Edmondson's son, Rufus Edmondson, was born i n 
1818 according t o the 1860 census, so i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the couple was 
married p r i o r t o t h i s date. 

4 
See Blake L i t t l e t o Wright Edmondson, 1825, Book 18, 367, Peter Knight 

to Wright Edmondson, 1825, Book 18, 369, Stephen Felton t o Wright Edmond­
son, 1829, Book 19, 446, James B. Woodard t o Wright Edmondson, 1832, Book 
20, 300, and Ephraim Daniel t o Wright Edmondson, Book 21, 377, Edgecombe 
County Deeds, Tarboro. 

^Tarborough Press (Tarboro), December 26, 1835. 

^Wilson D a i l y Times (Wilson), February 12, 1960. 

7 
These c h i l d r e n are l i s t e d i n Susanna ( i n the w i l l c a l l e d Susan) Ed­

mondson ' s w i l l . Book 2, 86, made May 28, 1865 and proved March 5, 1872. 
g 
Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County, North Carolina. 
9 
Susan Edmondson W i l l , Book 2, 86, proved March 5, 1872. 

''"'^Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Wilson County, North Carolina, 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1860 Census. 

11 
1860 Census. 
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12 
Rufus Edmondson t o Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan Edmondson, A p r i l 20, 

1861, Book 1, 867, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 
13 

Garry Edmondson t o Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan Edmondson, A p r i l 20, 
1861, Deed Book 1, 867, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

14 
El i z a b e t h Petway to Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan W. Edmondson and W i l l i a m 

and Sarah Quarles, 1861, Book 1, 742, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 
15 

Sarah Quarles t o Z i l l a h Edmondson, September 25, 1869, Book 3, 309 & 
313, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

16 
Penelope Edmondson t o Z i l l a h Edmundson, Susan Brewer and S a l l i e 

Quarles, September 25, 1869, Book 3, 308, 309, 313 & 314, Wilson County 
Deeds, Wilson. 

17 
Z i l l a h Edmondson W i l l , Book 3, 150, proved August 6, 1895, Wilson 

County h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Z i l l a h Edmondson W i l l . 
18 

Z i l l a h Edmondson W i l l . 
19 
James P. Edmundson and w i f e , F. S. H. Edmundson, Martha Saunders and 

Mrs. Susan Brewer t o Warren Woodard, January 13, 1896, Book 50, 406, Wilson 
County Deeds, Wilson. 

Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 
21 

Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County, North Caro­
l i n a , h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1870 Census. 

22 
1870 Census. 

23 
I n the May 20, 1866 p a r t i t i o n of h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s land Woodard 

received 145-1/2 acres of land i n Wilson (Book 2, 477, Wilson County Deeds, 
Wilson). According t o Gray's New Map of Wilson by Jacob Chace of P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a , 1882, Warren Woodard was l i v i n g i n Wilson on hi s f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s 
land by 1882. 

24 
Warren Woodard W i l l , Book 3, 473, proved February 9, 1903, Wilson 

County, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Warren Woodard W i l l . 
25 

Warren Woodard W i l l . 
2 6 

Wilson C i t y D i r e c t o r y (Richmond: H i l l D i r e c t o r y Company, 1913). 
27 

Walter F. Woodard W i l l , Book 7, 92, proved May 19, 1923, Wilson County. 
2 8 

Wilson D a i l y Times (Wilson), February 12, 1960. 
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29 Wilson D a i l y Times (Wilson), February 12, 1960. 

"̂ *̂ Thomas H. Woodard W i l l , Book 13, 295, proved September 12, 1966, 
Wilson County. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Edmondson-Woodard House, one of the l a s t remainingyantebellum 
p l a n t a t i o n houses i n Stantonsburg Township, was b u i l t c i r c a 1830 by 
Wright Edmondson (sometimes s p e l l e d E(imundson) . Edmondson was the son 
of Theophilus and Penelope Edmondson, and he was born i n 1796.2 Edmond­
son was married c i r c a 1817 t o Susanna Dickinson, daughter of Shadrack 
Dickinson and Keziah Simms of Black Creek Township.-^ The Simms f a m i l y of 
Black Creek were among the most prominent landowners of t h a t area and 
Shadrack Dickinson's holdings through h i s wife's f a m i l y were extensive 
( f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n see the Black Creek Rural H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t nomina­
t i o n ) . 

Edmondson began t o acquire property i n the mid-1820s and more land 
was added t o h i s holdings i n the 1830s.^ The d e s c r i p t i o n s on the e a r l y 
deeds provide inadequate i n f o r m a t i o n as t o which p a r c e l of land e v e n t u a l l y 
became the house property, but there i s s u r p r i s i n g l y good documentation as 
t o the date of the house c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n the mid-1830s many eastern 
North Carolinians were s e l l i n g out and moving west. State revenues and 
property values were d e c l i n i n g . Like many other p l a n t e r s i n the area 
Edmondson decided t o s e l l h i s property. The advertisement t h a t he placed 
i n the Tarborough Press of December 26, 1835, provides an e x c e l l e n t 
d e s c r i p t i o n of h i s holdings, i n c l u d i n g the house: 

One of the Most Valuable PLANTATIONS I n Edgecombe County, 
LYING on Tosnot Swamp, about four miles n o r t h of Stantons­
burg, and two from Contentnea Creek, where boats pass t o and 
from Newbern during the w i n t e r and spr i n g . The Tract con­
t a i n s About 1400 Acres, About 800 cleared and i n a high s t a t e 
of c u l t i v a t i o n the most of the land i s w e l l adapted t o c o t t o n . 
There are on the premises a good two st o r y d w e l l i n g house, g i n 
house and screw, and a l l necessary outhouses e n t i r e l y new. A 

, great bargain w i l l be given i n the above p r o p e r t y , and terms 
made easy by the Subscriber.^ 

Judging by the wording of the advertisement the house must date be­
tween 1825 when Edmondson began t o acquire p r o p e r t y , and 1835, when the 
advertisement was w r i t t e n . A date of c i r c a 1830 i s co n s i s t e n t 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property being nominated i s out l ined i n red on the enclosed planametric map. 
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I DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT _DETEniORATED —UNALTERED ^.ORIGINAL SITE 
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The Edmondson-Woodard House i s located between Toisnot Swamp and 
Contentnea Creek about four miles n o r t h of Stantonsburg on Rt. 58. Both 
Contentnea Creek and Toisnot Swamp are major streams i n Wilson County and 
the land upon which the Edmondson-Woodard House was b u i l t i s well-watered 
and f e r t i l e . Contentnea Creek was the only navigable waterway i n the 
Wilson County area i n the second quarter of the nineteenth century when 
the house was b u i l t , and Stantonsburg became the area's f i r s t incorporated 
town i n 1817. The present path of Rt. 58 f o l l o w s an e a r l i e r road which 
l i n k e d the town of Wilson w i t h Stantonsburg. 

Wright Edmondson, a prosperous p l a n t e r , b u i l t the Edmondson-Woodard 
House c i r c a 1830, f o r an advertisement f o r h i s property dated 1835 de­
scribes the house as " e n t i r e l y new" (See Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e ) . Also 
located on Edmondson's 1400 acres i n 1835 "was a g i n house and screw and 
a l l necessary outhouses." Today the house i s set w e l l back o f f the road 
i n a grove of oaks. The house i s screened from the road by young pine 
t r e e s and an avenue leads from Rt. 5 8 t o the f r o n t of the house. The 
house i s two s t o r i e s t a l l , f o l l o w s an L-plan, and i s sheltere d by a gable 
ro o f . The e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n of the house i s a s i n g l e - p i l e h a l l - a n d - p a r l o r 
plan house w i t h a shed along the rear e l e v a t i o n and double shoulder ex­
t e r i o r end chimneys at the gable ends. The chimneys have been covered w i t h 
stucco, so t h a t the bond i s not v i s i b l e . The three-bay facade i s sheltered 
by a hipped-roof porch w i t h f l a r e d columns on b r i c k p l i n t h s of 1920 v i n t ­
age. I n the mid-nineteenth century a two-story wing was added t o the 
northeast end of the house. This wing p r o j e c t s about s i x f e e t on the nor t h 
e l e v a t i o n from the main block. A massive single-shoulder e x t e r i o r end 
chimney, also stuccoed, i s located on the rear e l e v a t i o n of the wing. The 
usual shed-roof porches d a t i n g from the t w e n t i e t h century p r o j e c t from the 
rear of the house. 

The windows i n the house have f o u r - o v e r - f o u r replacement sashes 
throughout as w e l l as simply molded t h r e e - p a r t surrounds. One of the 
most unusual features of the house i s the t r i p l e row of lacy gaugework 
on the rakeboards of the main block. 

On the i n t e r i o r the house f o l l o w s a h a l l - a n d - p a r l o r plan w i t h an en­
closed s t a i r leading from the rear of the f r o n t room t o the second f l o o r . 
Raised six-panel doors are used throughout and the doors and windows have 
deep molded surrounds. The two main rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r have f l a t -
panel wainscot and the p a r l o r mantel i s Federal i n s t y l e boasting panelled 
p i l a s t e r s and a h e a v i l y molded mantel s h e l f . The u p s t a i r s mantels i n the 
main block are s i m i l a r t o the p a r l o r mantel. The i n t e r i o r appointments 
of the wing i n d i c a t e a l a t e r s t y l e , Greek Revival, and cruder workmanship. 
On the f i r s t f l o o r of the wing the broad window surrounds are capped by 
a peaked l i n t e l , and the mantel i s of the simplest mid-nineteenth century 
type w i t h p l a i n p i l a s t e r s supporting an unadorned s h e l f . On the second 
f l o o r of the wing a Colonial Revival mantel w i t h f r ee-standing s t o p - f l u t e d 
columns w i t h egg-and-dart molding on the c a p i t a l s has replaced an e a r l i e r 
mantel. 
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The farm b u i l d i n g s surrounding the Edmondson-Woodard House are l i m i t e d 
t o a shed, a t w e n t i e t h century w e l l s h e l t e r and a metal s ided former c o t t o n 
g i n , now a barn . 

I n f r o n t o f the house and s l i g h t l y t o the n o r t h i n the pine grove i s 
the o l d Edmondson f a m i l y graveyard . 

The s t r u c t u r e , of course, i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the surrounding environment . Archaeo­
l o g i c a l remains, such as t r a s h p i t s , w e l l s , and s t r u c t u r a l remains, which may be present , 
can p rov ide i n f o r m a t i o n va luab le to the unders tanding and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e . 
I n f o r m a t i o n concerning use p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l s tanding and m o b i l i t y , as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s are o f t e n on ly ev iden t i n the a r chaeo log ica l r e c o r d . The re fo re , a r chaeo log ica l 
remains may w e l l be an impor tan t component of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . At t h i s 
t ime no i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been done to d iscover these remains, bu t i t i s probable t ha t they 
e x i s t , and t h i s should be considered i n any development of the p r o p e r t y . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edmondson-Woodard House i s one of the f i n e s t F e d e r a l - s t y l e ante­
bellum p l a n t a t i o n houses extant i n Wilson County. B u i l t c i r c a 1830 f o r 
Wright Edmondson, i t was the home of one of Stantonsburg Township's major 
landed f a m i l i e s . The simple but elegant form of t h i s two-story three-bay 
house f o l l o w s c l o s e l y the form of other Federal p l a n t a t i o n houses i n the 
Wilson County area, but i t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the high degree i n which i t s 
o r i g i n a l appearance has been preserved and maintained over the years. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

B. The Edmondson-Woodard House i s associated w i t h Wright Edmondson, a 
prominent antebellum p l a n t e r and w i t h the Woodard f a m i l y who have i n Wilson 
County's h i s t o r y been members of the p l a n t e r class and a c t i v e i n l o c a l r e ­
l i g i o u s and educational undertakings. 

C. The Edmondson-Woodard House embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of a Federal s t y l e p l a n t a t i o n house. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND I 
The Edmondson-Woodard House, one of the l a s t remaining.ykntebeHum * 

p l a n t a t i o n houses i n Stantonsburg Township, was b u i l t c i r c a 1830 by 
Wright Edmondson (sometimes s p e l l e d Edmundson). Edmondson was the son 
of Theophilus and Penelope Edmondson, and he was born i n 1796.2 Edmond­
son was married c i r c a 1817 t o Susanna Dickinson, daughter of Shadrack 
Dickinson and Keziah Simms of Black Creek Township.-^ The Simms fa m i l y of 
Black Creek were among the most prominent landowners of t h a t area and 
Shadrack Dickinson's holdings through h i s wife's f a m i l y were extensive 
( f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n see the Black Creek Rural H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t nomina­
t i o n ) . 

Edmondson began t o acquire property i n the mid-1820s and more land 
was added t o h i s holdings i n the 1830s.^ The d e s c r i p t i o n s on the e a r l y 
deeds provide inadequate i n f o r m a t i o n as t o which p a r c e l of land e v e n t u a l l y 
became the house pr o p e r t y , but there i s s u r p r i s i n g l y good documentation as 
to the date of the house c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n the mid-1830s many eastern 
North C a r o l i n i a n s were s e l l i n g out and moving west . State revenues and 
property values were d e c l i n i n g . Like many other p l a n t e r s i n the area 
Edmondson decided t o s e l l h i s property. The advertisement t h a t he placed 
i n the Tarborough Press of December 26, 1835, provides an e x c e l l e n t 
d e s c r i p t i o n of h i s holdings, i n c l u d i n g the house: 

One of the Most Valuable PLANTATIONS I n Edgecombe County, 
LYING on Tosnot Swamp, about f o u r miles n o r t h of Stantons­
burg, and two from Contentnea Creek, where boats pass t o and 
from Newbern during the w i n t e r and spr i n g . The Tract con­
t a i n s About 1400 Acres, About 800 cleared and i n a high s t a t e 
of c u l t i v a t i o n the most of the land i s w e l l adapted t o c o t t o n . 
There are on the premises a good two st o r y d w e l l i n g house, g i n 
house and screw, and a l l necessary outhouses e n t i r e l y new. A 
great bargain w i l l be given i n the above pr o p e r t y , and terms 
made easy by the Subscriber.^ 

Judging by the wording of the advertisement the house must date be­
tween 1825 when Edmondson began t o acquire p r o p e r t y , and 1835, when the 
advertisement was w r i t t e n . A date of c i r c a 1830 i s con s i s t e n t 

QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Edgecombe County Deeds, Edgecombe County Courthouse 
Eighth and Ninth Census of the United States: 1860 and 1870. 
Wilson County Deeds, Wilson County Courthouse 
Wilson County W i l l s , Wilson County Courthouse 

Wilson County. 

BijGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
321 ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property being nominated i s outlined i n red on the enclosed planametric map, 
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w i t h the s t y l e and c o n s t r u c t i o n of the main p a r t of the house. For some 
unknown reason the property so e n t i c i n g l y described i n the 1835 a d v e r t i s e ­
ment was not sold by Edmondson, but remained i n h i s hands u n t i l h i s death 
c i r c a 1861. The improved c o n d i t i o n s f o l l o w i n g the p o l i t i c a l and economic 
changes made by the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Convention of 1835 may i n p a r t account 
f o r Edmondson's de c i s i o n t o keep the property. 

Edmondson i s said t o have owned 3,000 acres of land between Toisnot 
Swamp and Black Creek, making him one of the leading landowners i n Stan­
tonsburg Township. By h i s death Edmondson was one of the w e a l t h i e s t 
p l a n t e r s i n North Carolina as w e l l as being a l o c a l community leader. 

At Edmondson's death h i s vast holdings were d i v i d e d between h i s nine 
c h i l d r e n ; Rufus, Garry, James, E l i z a b e t h (who married Redding S. Petway), 
Martha (who married John F. Saunders), Sarah (who married W. L. Quarles), 
Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan (who married Dr. W i l l i a m T. Brewer of Black 
Creek) . 7 j j i s widow continued t o l i v e on the property^ u n t i l her death i n 
1872.9 Wright Edmondson i s l i s t e d i n the 1860 census, j u s t p r i o r t o h i s 
death, as a farmer owning r e a l property valued a t $32,000 and personal 
property valued at $98,600.10 I n 1860 four of h i s c h i l d r e n , Z i l l a h , 
James, Penelope and Susan were l i v i n g at home.!-'- Edmondson died between 
Jul y 21, 1860, when the census was taken, and A p r i l 20, 1861 when h i s son 
Rufus conveyed h i s i n t e r e s t i n h i s f a t h e r ' s property t o h i s s i s t e r s 
Z i l l a h , Penelope and S u s a n . G a r r y Edmundson d i d the same^^ and E l i z a b e t h 
Petway conveyed her i n t e r e s t t o the three unmarried s i s t e r s as w e l l as t o 
her s i s t e r Sarah Q u a r l e s . ^ i ^ V ^ years l a t e r , i n 1869, Sarah Quarles 
conveyed her i n t e r e s t t o Z i l l a h , a n d Penelope conveyed her i n t e r e s t t o 
Z i l l a h , Susan and Sarah Quarles.l" Z i l l a h Edmundson devised her i n t e r e s t 
i n the property t o her b r o t h e r , James P. Edmundson, and t o her s i s t e r s 
Susan W. Brewer and Martha Saunders. ̂'7 Her w i l l was probated on August 6, 
1895.18 Early i n the f o l l o w i n g year her h e i r s sold four hundred and 
t h i r t y - s i x acres of the former Wright Edmondson p r o p e r t y , i n c l u d i n g the 
house, t o Warren Woodard.1^ 

20 
Warren Woodard was the son of W i l l i a m and E l i z a b e t h Woodard ( f o r 

f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n see the Woodard Family Rural H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t nomi­
nation) . Woodard, l i k e h i s ancestors, was a prominent p l a n t e r . Accord­
ing t o the 1870 census he was born i n 1823. I n 1870, before he purchased 
the Edmondson pr o p e r t y , he was l i v i n g i n Stantonsburg Township and he 
owned r e a l property valued at $10,000 and personal property valued at 
$3,000.^^ Woodard moved t o Wilson before the t u r n of the century and i t 
i s u n l i k e l y t h a t he ever occupied the Edmondson House i n Stantonsburg 
Township. 

Woodard devised o n e - t h i r d of h i s estate t o h i s son, Walter F. Woodard, 
and t h i s o n e - t h i r d included the house property i n Stantonsburg Township.24 
Warren Woodard's w i l l was probated on February 9, 1903. Like h i s 
f a t h e r , Walter F. Woodard was a town d w e l l e r , although he owned a good 
deal of farmland. Walter l i v e d w i t h h i s f a m i l y i n a large t u r n - o f - t h e -
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century house at 400 North Goldsboro S t r e e t , Wilson, on "Woodard C i r c l e " , 
so c a l l e d because of the four imposing houses b u i l t f o r the Woodard 
f a m i l y i n t h i s area.^^ Thus, i t appears t h a t the Edmondson House was 
probably occupied by tenants u n t i l the e a r l y 1960s when Thomas H. Woodard 
and h i s w i f e M a t i l d a Barnes Woodard began t o renovate the house. Thomas 
H. Woodard i n h e r i t e d the property from h i s f a t h e r , Walter F. Woodard, i n 
1923^^ and by 1960 he and h i s w i f e were using the house as a weekend r e ­
t r e a t . ̂ 8 rphe Woodards enclosed the back porch, c r e a t i n g a modern k i t c h e n 
and bath, and had the house wired f o r e l e c t r i c i t y , but they d i d l i t t l e t o 
otherwise a l t e r the plan or e x t e r i o r appearance of the house. 

Upon Thomas Woodard's death i n 1966 h i s w i f e , M a t i l d a Woodard, i n ­
h e r i t e d the property.30 She i s the present owner. 

Footnotes 

"'"Author's i n t e r v i e w w i t h Hugh B. Johnston, J r . , Wilson County H i s t o r i a n , 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 

2 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Wilson County, North Carolina. 
3 
Johnston mverview. See also Book 17, 147, Edgecombe County Deeds, 

Tarboro. Susanna and Wright Edmondson's son, Rufus Edmondson, was born i n 
1818 according t o the 1860 census, so i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the couple was 
married p r i o r t o t h i s date. 

4 
See Blake L i t t l e t o Wright Edmondson, 1825, Book 18, 367, Peter Knight 

t o Wright Edmondson, 1825, Book 18, 369, Stephen Felton t o Wright Edmond­
son, 1829, Book 19, 446, James B. Woodard t o Wright Edmondson, 1832, Book 
20, 300, and Ephraim Daniel t o Wright Edmondson, Book 21, 377, Edgecombe 
County Deeds, Tarboro. 

5 

Tarborough Press (Tarboro), December 26, 1835. 

Wilson D a i l y Times (Wilson), February 12, 1960. 
7 
These c h i l d r e n are l i s t e d i n Susanna ( i n the w i l l c a l l e d Susan) Ed­

mondson 's w i l l . Book 2, 86, made May 28, 1865 and proved March 5, 1872. 
g 
Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County, North Carolina. 
9 
Susan Edmondson W i l l , Book 2, 86, proved March 5, 1872. 

"'"^Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Wilson County, North Carolina, 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1860 Census. 11 

1860 Census. 
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12 
Rufus Edmondson t o Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan Edmondson, A p r i l 20, 

1861, Book 1, 867, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 
13 

Garry Edmondson t o Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan Edmondson, A p r i l 20, 
1861, Deed Book 1, 867, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

14 
El i z a b e t h Petway t o Z i l l a h , Penelope and Susan W. Edmondson and W i l l i a m 

and Sarah Quarles, 1861, Book 1, 742, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 
15 

Sarah Quarles t o Z i l l a h Edmondson, September 25, 1869, Book 3, 309 & 
313, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 

16 
Penelope Edmondson t o Z i l l a h Edmundson, Susan Brewer and S a l l i e 

Quarles, September 25, 1869, Book 3, 308, 309, 313 & 314, Wilson County 
Deeds, Wilson. 

17 
Z i l l a h Edmondson W i l l , Book 3, 150, proved August 6, 1895, Wilson 

County h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Z i l l a h Edmondson W i l l . 
18 

Z i l l a h Edmondson W i l l . 
19 

James P. Edmundson and w i f e , F. S. H. Edmundson, Martha Saunders and 
Mrs. Susan Brewer t o Warren Woodard, January 13, 1896, Book 50, 406, Wilson 
County Deeds, Wilson. 

20 , . . 
Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 

21 
Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County, North Caro­

l i n a , h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1870 Census. 
22 

1870 Census. 
23 

I n the May 20, 1866 p a r t i t i o n of h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s land Woodard 
received 145-1/2 acres of land i n Wilson (Book 2, 477, Wilson County Deeds, 
Wilson). According t o Gray's New Map of Wilson by Jacob Chace of P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a , 1882, Warren Woodard was l i v i n g i n Wilson on h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s 
land by 1882. 

24 
Warren Woodard W i l l , Book 3, 473, proved February 9, 1903, Wilson 

County, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Warren Woodard W i l l . 
25 

Warren Woodard W i l l . 
2 6 

Wilson C i t y D i r e c t o r y (Richmond: H i l l D i r e c t o r y Company, 1913). 
27 

Walter F, Woodard W i l l , Book 7, 92, proved May 19, 1923, Wilson County. 
2 8 

Wilson D a i l y Times (Wilson), February 12, 1960. 
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29 Wilson D a i l y Times (Wilson), February 12, 1960 

30 
Thomas H. Woodard W i l l , Book 13, 295, proved September 12, 1966, 

Wilson County. 

ADDENDUM 

The property which remains associated with the Edmondson-Woodard House i s part of 
a t r a c t of 1400 acres o r i g i n a l l y accumulated by Wright Edmondson from 1820 to 1835. 
Edmondson b u i l t the house which i s being nominated. The o r i g i n a l plantation has 
been divided and only 321 acres remain with the house today. The land has continued 
to be farmed since the 1820s, and very l i k e l y was farmed when Edmondson acquired i t 
i n the early nineteenth century. 
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10 - BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The property being nominated with the Edmondson-Woodard House i s a 321-acre t r a c t 
which has been associated with the house since i t s construction about 1830. Edmondson 
began acquiring property i n 1820, and by 1835 owned 1400 acres on which he b u i l t his 
plantation house. The property i s s t i l l an active farm. 

13 - PHOTOGRAPHS 

The Edmondson-Woodard House was i n i t i a l l y photographed during the 1980 survey of 
Wilson County. The s i t e was re v i s i t e d i n 1985 to determine i t s present condition. 
The house i s s t i l l occupied, and well-maintained. The 1980 photographs depict the 
1985 condition of the property. 
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