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[DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joseph John Pender House stands a quarter of a mile northwest 
of the r u r a l crossroads community of Pender's Crossroads. The two-
story frame Pender house stands on a wooded k n o l l f a c i n g southwest 
near the path of SR 1418. Of the o r i g i n a l p l a n t a t i o n of several 
hundred acres only t w e n t y - f i v e acres remain associated w i t h the house 
today. The house t r a c t contains only approximately twelve acres 
f r o n t i n g on SR 1418 and the remaining land associated w i t h the house 
i s a land-locked t r a c t to the northwest of the house. 

Proudly s i t u a t e d on a small r i s e above the g e n t l y r o l l i n g farmland 
of r u r a l Gardners Township, the Pender house e x e m p l i f i e d the ambitions 
of p l a n t a t i o n l i f e i n c e n t r a l eastern North Carolina during the l a t e 
1830s and e a r l y 1840s when the house was b u i l t . I t i s a modest house 
by any standard, but one t h a t i n d i c a t e d wealth, s t y l e and t a s t e i n 
t h i s r u r a l area. 

The house consists of a two-story frame s e c t i o n d a t i n g from the 
l a t e 1830s or e a r l y 1840s and a one-story frame k i t c h e n / d i n i n g room 
e l l , j o i n e d by an open breezeway. The two-story s e c t i o n e x h i b i t s 
many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Federal s t y l e ; i t i s three bays wide and 
one room deep w i t h a shed running the length of the rear. A one-
stor y porch supported by a chamfered posts extends across the f r o n t 
e l e v a t i o n and continues along the east gable end. The cornices of 
the house and porch are ornamented by d e n t i l s and d e l i c a t e punchwork. 
Single-shoulder Flemish bond chimneys stand on the gable ends. The 
breezeway i s roofed and a hipped-roof porch extends along the east 
e l e v a t i o n of the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century e l l . The e l l has a gable 
roof and separate doors lead out from the k i t c h e n and d i n i n g rooms 
to the porch. A ghost mark on the rear e l e v a t i o n of the e l l shows 
th a t a single-shoulder stepped chimney, now removed, once stood at 
the gable end. More modern i n t e r i o r chimneys p i e r c e the roof i n d i c a t i n g 
how t h i s e x t e r i o r end chimney was replaced. 

Nine-over-six sash windows, t y p i c a l of the Federal s t y l e i n r u r a l 
eastern North Carolina, are located i n the antebellum s e c t i o n w h i l e 
the k i t c h e n e l l has nine-over-nine windows. The windows and doors 
have simple two-part molded surrounds and s i x raised-panel doors are 
used throughout the main se c t i o n of the house. On the i n t e r i o r the 
house f o l l o w s a c e n t r a l - h a l l plan. The i n t e r i o r f i n i s h i s extremely 
crude, w i t h simple two-panel mantels w i t h p l a i n shelves and low f l a t -
panel wainscot being located i n the main rooms. An enclosed s t a i r 
leads from the h a l l to the second f l o o r where two rooms corresponding 
to the f i r s t f l o o r main rooms are found. The shed contains two rooms 
and a passage to the rear door. 

The house has been vacant f o r a t l e a s t ten years and i s now being 
used f o r hay storage and thus has s u f f e r e d much neglect. 
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L i t t l e i s l e f t o f the associa ted farm b u i l d i n g s , bu t an o l d 
frame w e l l o f e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century v in t age stands a few steps east 
of the k i t c h e n e l l and two frame e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y tobacco barns 
sheathed i n asbestos s i d i n g are loca ted a t the rear o f the house p r o p e r t y . 

The Pender house o f f e r s an amazingly complete and r a re p i c t u r e o f 
a r u r a l antebel lum d w e l l i n g i n Wilson County because i t has been a l t e r e d 
so l i t t l e . Once the owners l e f t the house i n the t w e n t i e t h cen tury , 
modern plumbing and i t s associa ted changes were never considered. Tenant 
farmers l i v e d i n the house "as i s " u n t i l a t l e a s t 1963, when a documentary 
photograph shows the house as i n h a b i t e d . The use o f the house i n recent 
years f o r storage also necess i t a t ed few changes, so the house, w i t h the 
excep t ion o f the a d d i t i o n o f the k i t c h e n e l l remains much as Pender b u i l t i t . 

The s t r u c t u r e , of course, i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the surrounding environment . Archaeo­
l o g i c a l remains, such as t r a s h p i t s , w e l l s , and s t r u c t u r e a l remains, which may be present , 
can p rov ide i n f o r m a t i o n va luab le to the unders tanding and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the s t r u c t u r e . 
I n f o r m a t i o n concerning use p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l s tanding and m o b i l i t y , as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s are o f t e n only ev ident i n the a r chaeo log i ca l r e c o r d . The re fo re , a r chaeo log ica l 
remains may w e l l be an impor tan t component of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . At t h i s 
t ime no i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been done to d iscover these remains, but i t i s probable 
t h a t they e x i s t , and t h i s should be considered i n any development of the p r o p e r t y . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Joseph John Pender House, located near the r u r a l community of Pender's Crossroads i n 
Wilson County, i s one of the few antebellum plantation houses i n the county to have 
survived in t a c t and l i t t l e altered since i t was b u i l t i n the 1830s or 1840s. The two-
story, Federal style frame dwelling, which has a kitchen/dining room e l l addition, o r i g i n a l l y 
stood on a plantation of several hundred acres. The house was b u i l t by Joseph John Pender, 
a large landowner and successful planter who was a member of a prominent landholding family. 
Although the residence i s r e l a t i v e l y modest i n size by the standards usually applied to 
southern plantation homes, the Pender House survives as a symbol of wealth, style and taste 
i n the r u r a l area of north eastern Wilson County. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

Associated with Joseph John Pender, the o r i g i n a l owner of the property and a wealthy 
planter and large landowner whose family settled the nearby community of Pender's 
Crossroads. 

One of the small number of surviving antebellum plantation houses i n Wilson County, 
the two-story Joseph John Pender House exhibits many characteristics of the Federal 
style as commonly seen i n r u r a l eastern North Carolina. The home, which i s of frame 
construction and has an attached kitchen/dining room e l l , has been l i t t l e altered 
since i t s date of construction i n the 1830s or 1840s. 
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The 1850 census shows t h a t Pender owned 370 acres of land of which 200 
acres were improved.7 He owned 855 hogs, an e x c e p t i o n a l l y large number 
of hogs f o r the area, and h i s main crops were grains: wheat, rye, and 
ba r l e y . " Unlike many farmers i n t h i s r e g i o n he r a i s e d no cotton or 
Indian corn.9 By 1860 h i s swine herd had grown to 1,390 and he was s t i l l 
growing a good deal of g r a i n , but he also r a i s e d 23 bales of co t t o n on 
his 200 acres of c u l t i v a t e d land.-'-'^ By 1860 he owned r e a l property valued 
at $4,600 and personal property valued at $24,390. 

Pender had two c h i l d r e n who survived to be a d u l t s , both from h i s f i r s t 
marriage.-*-^ His son, Thadeus W i l l i a m Pender, was born c i r c a 1838 and h i s 
son Cadmus was born c i r c a 1843.13 Cadmus C. Pender died w h i l e serving 
i n the Confederate Army i n 1862.-^^ During the 1860s Thadeus married 
Nancy W i l l i a m s a n d the couple l i v e d i n Gardners Township q u i t e close 
to Joseph John and Keron L. Pender by 1 8 7 0 . T h e elder Penders continued 
to occupy the house and p l a n t a t i o n u n t i l 1882 when Joseph John Pender 
died.-'-^ He devised h i s house property, c o n t a i n i n g 300Qacres, to h i s w i f e 
f o r her l i f e t i m e r e v e r t i n g to hi s son Thadeus Pender. I n 1891 Thadeus 
Pender conveyed h i s i n t e r e s t i n the lands which h i s stepmother occupied 
to S. A. Woodard, t r u s t e e f o r Pender's w i f e , Nancy Pender.-'-^ I n the _; ,-/: 
f o l l o w i n g year Nancy Pender conveyed 100 acres of her property, i n c l u d i n g 
the house, subject to the l i f e e state of Keron L. Pender, to Thomas J. 
Wiggins.20 Keron L. Pender died i n 1897,21 and i t was probably at t h i s 
time t h a t T. J. Wiggins took possession of the house t r a c t . 

Thomas J. Wiggins was born i n March 1868^2 and he was the son of 
Wi l l i a m and Caroline Wiggins of Wilson County.^3 He married i n 1891 
and by 19 00 h i s w i f e , h i s two daughters and h i s cousin Charlie H. Wiggins 
were l i v i n g on the Pender f a r m . ^ I t i s not known how long Wiggins 
a c t u a l l y l i v e d on the farm, but i n 1959 he devised 25 acres, i n c l u d i n g 
the house, to h i s grandsons, James A t l a s Green and Wilbur Green. James 
A. Green l a t e r conveyed h i s i n t e r e s t i n the property to h i s brother. ° 
Since a t l e a s t 1959 the house was occupied by tenants and i n recent years 
i t has been vacant. Wilbur Green's widow p r e s e n t l y owns the house 
property. 

Footnotes 

^Author's i n t e r v i e w w i t h Wilson County h i s t o r i a n Hugh B. Johnston, 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Johnston i n t e r v i e w . See also Seventh Census of the 
United States: 1850, Edgecombe County, p o p u l a t i o n schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r 
c i t e d as 1850 census. 

2Johns ton i n t e r v i e w . 
3Johns ton i n t e r v i e w . 
^Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 
^ W i l l i a m Dorsey Pender was the son of James Pender, a brother of Edwin 

Pender. See also Louis H. Manarin, Ed. North Carolina Troops, Raleigh: 
Archives & H i s t o r y , 1973, v.4,267. 
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See Joseph John Pender, grantee, Edgecombe County deeds, Edgecombe 
County, Edgecombe County Courthouse, Tarboro. 

^1850 Census, a g r i c u l t u r a l schedule. 
8 1850 Census, a g r i c u l t u r a l schedule. 

1860, Wilson County, a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n schedule. 

North Carolina 

9l850 Census, a g r i c u l t u r a l schedule. 
l ^ E i g h t h census of the United States: 

schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1860 census 
•̂ •̂ 1860 Census, population schedule. 
-'-^Johnston i n t e r v i e w . See also 1860 census 
13i860 Census, po p u l a t i o n schedule. 
14johns ton i n t e r v i e w . See also Louis H. Manarin, ed 

Troops, Raleigh: Archives & H i s t o r y , 1973, v.4, 72. 
I-^Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 
•'-^Ninth Census of the United States: 1870, Wilson County, p o p u l a t i o n 

schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1870 census. 
-'-'J. J. Pender w i l l , November 14, 1882, Wilson County w i l l s , Wilson 

County Courthouse, Wilson, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as J. J. Pender w i l l . 
j _ Pender w i l l . 

l^T. W. Pender to S. A. Woodard, t r u s t e e f o r Nancy Pender, September 
18, 1891, Book 30, 166, Wilson County deeds, Wilson County Courthouse, 
Wilson. 

^^Nancy Pender to Thomas J. Wiggins, 1892, Book 31, 301, Wilson County 
deeds, Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 

21 Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 
22Eleventh Census of the United States: 1900, Wilson County, population 

schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as the 1900 Census. 
23i870 Census, po p u l a t i o n schedule. 
24l900 Census, p o p u l a t i o n schedule. 
25T. J . Wiggins w i l l , August 25, 1959, Book 11, 101, Wilson County W i l l s , 

Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 
26james A. Green to Wilbur Green, Book 717, 181, Wilson County deeds, 

Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Joseph John Pender House i s one of the few antebellum houses i n 
Wilson County to have survived i n t a c t and l i t t l e altered from the date 
of i t s construction. Although the Pender House i s r e l a t i v e l y modest 
bv the standards applied to southern plantation houses i t was an important 
house occupied by a prominent family i n Wilson County. In a county where 
few two-story antebellum houses were b u i l t , and fewer have survived, the 
Pender House provides an int e r e s t i n g insight into the lives of a mid-
nineteenth century planter family. 

The house stands near Pender's Crossroads, named for Pender's family 
i n the early nineteenth century because of the large amount of land owned 
by the family i n the v i c i n i t y . The house stands j u s t northwest of the 
crossroads i n a grove of mature shade trees on a 25-acre t r a c t which was 
once part of a far larger plantation. Gardners Township, i n which the 
Pender House is situated, was part of the section of Wilson County drawn 
from Edgecombe County when Wilson County was formed i n 1855. Edgecombe 
County was considered one of the leading a g r i c u l t u r a l counties i n the 
state before the C i v i l War and i t was dominated by a plantation economy. 
This section of Wilson County remains one of the most r u r a l sections of 
the county to date and Gardners Township lacks an incorporated town, 
something which has developed i n most townships i n the county. 

Joseph John Pender-called "Jack" Pender-was born on July 1, 1807.1 
He was the son of Edwin Pender and Elizabeth Dew Robbins Pender.2 I n 
1829 he married Elizabeth Bridgers, daughter of William Bridgers and 
Mary Barnes of Edgecombe County.3 Elizabeth Pender died i n 1852 and i n 
1855 Pender married his second wife, Keron Lucretia Wilkins, daughter 
of William Wilkins and Mary Garrett Wilkins.^ Pender was the f i r s t 
cousin of William Dorsey Pender, one of the youngest brigadier generals 
i n the Confederate Army.-* 

Pender began to acquire land i n the early 1830s^ shortly a f t e r his 
f i r s t marriage, and i t seems l i k e l y that he b u i l t his house i n the la t e 
1830s or early 1840s as the area began to prosper. Local t r a d i t i o n 
maintains that Pender received his home s i t e from his family, but as his 
father died intestate and no other documents pertaining to his father's 
land d i v i s i o n were found, t h i s cannot be supported by the records. 

QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Edgecombe County Deeds, Edgecombe County Courthouse 
SeventhCensus of the United States; 1850. Edgecombe County Population and Agr i c u l t u r a l 

Schedules. 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1860. Wilson County, A g r i c u l t u r a l Schedule, 
Wilson County W i l l s , Wilson County Courthouse. 
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See enclosed planametric map with property outlined i n red. 
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—EXCELLENT XoETERIORATED ?_UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD _RUINS ALTERED _MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joseph John Pender House stands a quarter of a mile northwest 
of the r u r a l crossroads community of Pender's Crossroads. The two-
st o r y frame Pender house stands on a wooded k n o l l f a c i n g southwest 
near the path of SR 1418. Of the o r i g i n a l p l a n t a t i o n of several 
hundred acres only t w e n t y - f i v e acres remain associated w i t h the house 
today. The house t r a c t contains only approximately twelve acres 
f r o n t i n g on SR 1418 and the remaining land associated w i t h the house 
i s a land-locked t r a c t to the northwest of the house. 

Proudly s i t u a t e d on a small r i s e above the g e n t l y r o l l i n g farmland 
of r u r a l Gardners Township, the Pender house ex e m p l i f i e d the ambitions 
of p l a n t a t i o n l i f e i n c e n t r a l eastern North Carolina during the l a t e 
1830s and e a r l y 1840s when the house was b u i l t . I t i s a modest house 
by any standard, but one t h a t i n d i c a t e d wealth, s t y l e and t a s t e i n 
t h i s r u r a l area. 

The house consists of a two-story frame s e c t i o n dating from the 
l a t e 1830s or e a r l y 1840s and a one-story frame k i t c h e n / d i n i n g room 
e l l , j o i n e d by an open breezeway. The two-story s e c t i o n e x h i b i t s 
many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Federal s t y l e ; i t i s three bays wide and 
one room deep w i t h a shed running the length of the rear. A one-
st o r y porch supported by a chamfered posts extends across the f r o n t 
e l e v a t i o n and continues along the east gable end. The cornices of 
the house and porch are ornamented by d e n t i l s and d e l i c a t e punchwork. 
Single-shoulder Flemish bond chimneys stand on the gable ends. The 
breezeway i s roofed and a hipped-roof porch extends along the east 
e l e v a t i o n of the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century e l l . The e l l has a gable 
roo f and separate doors lead out from the k i t c h e n and d i n i n g rooms 
to the porch. A ghost mark on the rear e l e v a t i o n of the e l l shows 
t h a t a single-shoulder stepped chimney, now removed, once stood at 
the gable end. More modern i n t e r i o r chimneys pi e r c e the roof i n d i c a t i n g 
how t h i s e x t e r i o r end chimney was replaced. 

Nine-over-six sash windows, t y p i c a l of the Federal s t y l e i n r u r a l 
eastern North Carolina, are located i n the antebellum s e c t i o n w h i l e 
the k i t c h e n e l l has nine-over-nine windows. The windows and doors 
have simple two-part molded surrounds and s i x raised-panel doors are 
used throughout the main s e c t i o n of the house. On the i n t e r i o r the 
house f o l l o w s a c e n t r a l - h a l l plan. The i n t e r i o r f i n i s h i s extremely 
crude, w i t h simple two-panel mantels w i t h p l a i n shelves and low f l a t -
panel wainscot being located i n the main rooms. An enclosed s t a i r 
leads from the h a l l to the second f l o o r where two rooms corresponding 
to the f i r s t f l o o r main rooms are found. The shed contains two rooms 
and a passage to the rear door. 

The house has been vacant f o r a t l e a s t ten years and i s now being 
used f o r hay storage and thus has s u f f e r e d much neglect. 
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L i t t l e i s l e f t o f the associa ted farm b u i l d i n g s , bu t an o l d 
frame w e l l o f e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century v in t age stands a few steps east 
of the k i t c h e n e l l and two frame e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y tobacco barns 
sheathed i n asbestos s i d i n g are loca ted a t the rear o f the house p r o p e r t y . 

The Pender house o f f e r s an amazingly complete and r a re p i c t u r e o f 
a r u r a l antebel lum d w e l l i n g i n Wilson County because i t has been a l t e r e d 
so l i t t l e . Once the owners l e f t the house i n the t w e n t i e t h century , 
modern plumbing and i t s associa ted changes were never considered. Tenant 
farmers l i v e d i n the house "as i s " u n t i l a t l e a s t 1963, when a documentary 
photograph shows the house as i n h a b i t e d . The use o f the house i n recent 
years f o r storage also necess i t a t ed few changes, so the house, w i t h the 
except ion o f the a d d i t i o n o f the k i t c h e n e l l remains much as Pender b u i l t i t . 

The s t r u c t u r e , of course, i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the surrounding environment. Archaeo­
l o g i c a l remains, such as t r a s h p i t s , w e l l s , and s t r u c t u r e a l remains, which may be presen t , 
can p rov ide i n f o r m a t i o n va luab le to the unders tanding and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e . 
I n f o r m a t i o n concerning use p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l s tanding and m o b i l i t y , as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s are o f t e n only evident i n the a r chaeo log ica l r e c o r d . The re fo re , a r chaeo log ica l 
remains may w e l l be an impor tan t component of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . At t h i s 
t ime no i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been done to d iscover these remains, but i t i s probable 
t ha t they e x i s t , and t h i s should be considered i n any development of the p r o p e r t y . 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
Unknown - ca. 1830-40s 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Joseph John Pender House, located near the r u r a l community of Pender's Crossroads i n 
Wilson County, i s one of the few antebellum plantation houses i n the county to have 
survived in t a c t and l i t t l e altered since i t was b u i l t i n the 1830s or 1840s. The two-
story. Federal style frame dwelling, which has a kitchen/dining room e l l addition, o r i g i n a l l y 
stood on a plantation of several hundred acres. The house was b u i l t by Joseph John Pender, 
a large landowner and successful planter who was a member of a prominent landholding family. 
Although the residence i s r e l a t i v e l y modest i n size by the standards usually applied to 
southern plantation homes, the Pender House survives as a symbol of wealth, style and taste 
i n the r u r a l area of north eastern Wilson County. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

Associated with Joseph John Pender, the o r i g i n a l owner of the property and a wealthy 
planter and large landowner whose family settled the nearby community of Pender's 
Crossroads. 

One of the small number of surviving antebellum plantation houses i n Wilson County, 
the two-story Joseph John Pender House exhibits many characteristics of the Federal 
style as commonly seen i n r u r a l eastern North Carolina. The home, which i s of frame 
construction and has an attached kitchen/dining room e l l , has been l i t t l e altered 
since i t s date of construction i n the 1830s or 1840s. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Joseph John Pender House i s one of the few antebellum houses i n 
Wilson County to have survived i n t a c t and l i t t l e a l t e r e d from the date 
of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . Although the Pender House i s r e l a t i v e l y modest 
by the standards a p p l i e d to southern p l a n t a t i o n houses i t was an important 
house occupied by a prominent f a m i l y i n Wilson County. I n a county where 
few two-story antebellum houses were b u i l t , and fewer have survived, the 
Pender House provides an i n t e r e s t i n g i n s i g h t i n t o the l i v e s of a mid-
nineteenth century p l a n t e r f a m i l y . 

The house stands near Pender's Crossroads, named f o r Pender's f a m i l y 
i n the e a r l y nineteenth century because of the large amount of land owned 
by the f a m i l y i n the v i c i n i t y . The house stands j u s t northwest of the 
crossroads i n a grove of mature shade trees on a 25-acre t r a c t which was 
once p a r t of a f a r l a r g e r p l a n t a t i o n . Gardners Township, i n which the 
Pender House i s s i t u a t e d , was p a r t of the se c t i o n of Wilson County drawn 
from Edgecombe County when Wilson County was formed i n 1855. Edgecombe 
County was considered one of the leading a g r i c u l t u r a l counties i n the 
st a t e before the C i v i l War and i t was dominated by a p l a n t a t i o n economy. 
This s e c t i o n of Wilson County remains one of the most r u r a l sections of 
the county t o date and Gardners Township lacks an incorporated town, 
something which has developed i n most townships i n the county. 

Joseph John Pender-called "Jack" Pender-was born on July 1, 1807.-'-
He was the son of Edwin Pender and E l i z a b e t h Dew Robbins Pender.^ i n 
1829 he married E l i z a b e t h Bridgers, daughter of W i l l i a m Bridgers and 
Mary Barnes of Edgecombe County.-^ E l i z a b e t h Pender died i n 1852 and i n 
1855 Pender married h i s second w i f e , Keron L u c r e t i a W i l k i n s , daughter 
of W i l l i a m W i l k i n s and Mary G a r r e t t W i l k i n s . ^ Pender was the f i r s t 
cousin of W i l l i a m Dorsey Pender, one of the youngest b r i g a d i e r generals 
i n the Confederate Army.-" 

Pender began to acquire land i n the e a r l y 1830s^ s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s 
f i r s t marriage, and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t he b u i l t h i s house i n the l a t e 
1830s or e a r l y 1840s as the area began to prosper. Local t r a d i t i o n 
maintains t h a t Pender received h i s home s i t e from h i s f a m i l y , but as h i s 
f a t h e r died i n t e s t a t e and no other documents p e r t a i n i n g to h i s f a t h e r ' s 
land d i v i s i o n were found, t h i s cannot be supported by the records. 

QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Edgecombe County Deeds, Edgecombe County Courthouse 
SeventhCensus of the United States: 1850. Edgecombe County Population and Agri c u l t u r a l 

Schedules. 
Eigh.,th Census of the United States: 1860. Wilson County, Ag r i c u l t u r a l Schedule. 
Wilson County W i l l s , Wilson County Courthouse. 

jJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 2 a c r e S 

UTM REFERENCES 

AjLlLl \2\^,8\9,8,0\ |3.916,210. 0. Oj B | A J 1 b l4 .9 l2 .0 .0 I l3 ,9 |6 .2 11. 8 ,01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c l L i l l I2|4.9|3,9,0| |3.9|6,1|7.6 0| 1 8| |2 |4 9 p 5 0 | |3 .9 j6 ,117 . 1 . 0| 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION '• 

See enclosed planametric map with property outlined i n red. •jj^g 12 acres being nominated 
with the house provide a somewhat r u r a l s e t t i n g , and are a l l that remain of the farm 
o r i g i n a l l y associated with the house. 
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The 1850 census shows t h a t Pender owned 370 acres of land of which 200 
acres were improved.7 He owned 855 hogs, an e x c e p t i o n a l l y large number 
of hogs f o r the area, and h i s main crops were grains: wheat, rye, and 
barley.8 Unlike many farmers i n t h i s r e g i o n he r a i s e d no cotton or 
Indian corn.° By 1860 h i s swine herd had grown to 1,390 and he was s t i l l 
growing a good deal of g r a i n , but he also r a i s e d 23 bales of co t t o n on 
hi s 200 acres of c u l t i v a t e d land.-^^ By 1860 he owned r e a l property valued 
at $4,600 and personal property valued at $24,390. 

Pender had two c h i l d r e n who survived to be a d u l t s , both from h i s f i r s t 
m a r r i a g e . H i s son, Thadeus W i l l i a m Pender,was born c i r c a 1838 and h i s 
son Cadmus was born c i r c a 1843.13 Cadmus C. Pender died w h i l e serving 
i n the Confederate Army i n 1862.-'-^ During the 1860s Thadeus married 
Nancy Williams-'-^ and the couple l i v e d i n Gardners Township q u i t e close 
to Joseph John and Keron L. Pender by 1870. The elder Penders continued 
to occupy the house and p l a n t a t i o n u n t i l 1882 when Joseph John Pender 
died.-'-'^ He devised h i s house property, c o n t a i n i n g 300„acres, to h i s w i f e 
f o r her l i f e t i m e r e v e r t i n g to hi s son Thadeus Pender. I n 1891 Thadeus 
Pender conveyed h i s i n t e r e s t i n the lands which h i s stepmother occupied 
to S. A. Woodard, t r u s t e e f o r Pender's w i f e , Nancy Pender. I n the ll o x / i 
f o l l o w i n g year Nancy Pender conveyed 100 acres of her property, i n c l u d i n g 
the house, subject to the l i f e estate of Keron L. Pender, to Thomas J. 
Wiggins.20 Keron L. Pender died i n 1897,21 and i t was probably a t t h i s 
time t h a t T. J. Wiggins took possession of the house t r a c t . 

Thomas J. Wiggins was born i n March 1868^2 and he was the son of 
Wi l l i a m and Caroline Wiggins of Wilson County. 2-J He married i n 1891 
and by 19 00 h i s w i f e , h i s two daughters and h i s cousin Charlie H. Wiggins 
were l i v i n g on the Pender farm. I t i s not known how long Wiggins 
a c t u a l l y l i v e d on the farm, but i n 1959 he devised 25 acres, i n c l u d i n g 
the house, to hi s grandsons, James A t l a s Green and Wilbur Green. James 
A. Green l a t e r conveyed h i s i n t e r e s t i n the property to h i s b r o t h e r . ^ " 
Since a t l e a s t 1959 the house was occupied by tenants and i n recent years 
i t has been vacant. Wilbur Green's widow p r e s e n t l y owns the house 
property. 

Footnotes 

^Author's i n t e r v i e w w i t h Wilson County h i s t o r i a n Hugh B. Johnston, 
h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Johnston i n t e r v i e w . See also Seventh Census of the 
United States: 1850, Edgecombe County, po p u l a t i o n schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r 
c i t e d as 1850 census. 

2Johns ton i n t e r v i e w . 
3Johns ton i n t e r v i e w . 
^Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 
^William Dorsey Pender was the son of James Pender, a brother of Edwin 

Pender. See also Louis H. Manarin, Ed. North Carolina Troops, Raleigh: 
Archives & H i s t o r y , 1973, v.4,267. 
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See Joseph John Pender, grantee, Edgecombe County deeds, Edgecombe 
County, Edgecombe County Courthouse, Tarboro. 

^1850 Census, a g r i c u l t u r a l schedule. 
1850 Census, a g r i c u l t u r a l schedule. 

9l850 Census, a g r i c u l t u r a l schedule. 
l ^ E i g h t h census of the United States: 

schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1860 census 
•'--'-I860 Census, po p u l a t i o n schedule. 
l^Johnston i n t e r v i e w . See also 1860 census 
-'-31860 Census, p o p u l a t i o n schedule. 
14johnston i n t e r v i e w . See also Louis H. Manarin, 

Troopg, Raleigh: Archives & H i s t o r y , 1973, v.4, 

1860, Wilson County, a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n schedule. 

ed. North Carolina 
72, 

1870, Wilson County, p o p u l a t i o n 
Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 

•'-^Ninth Census of the United States: 
schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as 1870 census. 

^^ J . J. Pender w i l l , November 14, 1882, Wilson County w i l l s , Wilson 
County Courthouse, Wilson, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as J. J. Pender w i l l . 

J. Pender w i l l . 
l^T. W. Pender to S. A. Woodard, t r u s t e e f o r Nancy Pender, September 

18, 1891, Book 30, 166, Wilson County deeds, Wilson County Courthouse, 
Wilson. 

20Nancy Pender to Thomas J. Wiggins, 1892, Book 31, 301, Wilson County 
deeds. Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 

21 Johnston i n t e r v i e w . 
22Eleventh Census of the United States: 1900, Wilson County, p o p u l a t i o n 

schedule, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as the 1900 Census. 
23i870 Census, po p u l a t i o n schedule. 
24i900 Census, p o p u l a t i o n schedule. 
25T. J . Wiggins w i l l , August 25, 1959, Book 11, 101, Wilson County W i l l s , 

Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 
26james A. Green to Wilbur Green, Book 717, 181, Wilson County deeds, 

Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 
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The Joseph John Pender House was i n i t i a l l y recorded during the county survey i n 1980. 
The s i t e was then unoccupied and somewhat overgrown. The s i t e was re v i s i t e d i n 1985 
by s t a f f of Archives and History, and the condition i s s t i l l that depicted i n the 
1980 photographs - the house i s s t i l l unoccupied, but r e l a t i v e l y stable, and s t i l l 
s omewha t over gr own. 
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