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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (lf= KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The W. H. Langley House i s located j u s t n o r t h of Elm C i t y i n the mid­
dle of Toisnot Township, one of the r i c h e s t a g r i c u l t u r a l areas i n Wilson 
County. The house i s s i t u a t e d on the nor t h side of SR 1003 i n a curve of 
the road and i s v i s i b l e from some distance across the wide expanse of the 
cleared f i e l d s t h a t surround i t . 

The core of the Langley House was a l a t e nineteenth century frame 
farmhouse of modest si z e . An 1897 photograph of t h i s farmhouse shows a 
simple three-bay s i n g l e - s t o r y d w e l l i n g w i t h two e x t e r i o r end chimneys, a 
wood shake shingle roof and a larg e f r o n t porch s h e l t e r i n g most of the 
facade. The porch had a shed roo f trimmed w i t h scalloped sawnwork orna­
ment, p l a i n square posts worked i n a l a t t i c e design and a sawnwork balus­
trade. The c e n t r a l f r o n t door was flanked by two large s i x - o v e r - s i x 
windows w i t h louvered s h u t t e r s . The house vas set on b r i c k p i e r s and j u s t 
v i s i b l e i n the background vas a gable roofed s t r u c t u r e which may have been 
a smokehouse or detached k i t c h e n . 

The present house, enlarged and remodelled i n the C o l o n i a l Revival 
s t y l e i n 1911, bears l i t t l e resemblance t o t h i s e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e . The 
house stands i n a grove of mature t r e e s and i s two and a h a l f s t o r i e s t a l l 
and f i v e bays wide w i t h a rear k i t c h e n e l l . A complex wraparound porch 
w i t h p r o j e c t i n g pedimented p a v i l i o n s on each corner s h e l t e r s three sides 
of the house. A steeply p i t c h e d gable roof permits the use of the a t t i c 
and a P a l l a d i a n window i n each gable and four large pedimented dormers 
i l l u m i n a t e the a t t i c space. The closed gables are f u r t h e r enhanced by 
la c y , sawnwork ornament and carved, faceted brackets. The overhanging 
eaves are l i k e w i s e supported by s i m i l a r brackets. A wide, p l a i n f r i e z e 
runs a l l the way around the house. One curious f e a t u r e of the house which 
may give a clue t o i t s o r i g i n as a one-story farmhouse i s the placement of 
the i n t e r i o r chimney which r i s e s through the middle of the 'roof between 
the two dormers and may express the placement of one of the o r i g i n a l ex­
t e r i o r end chimneys. The f i v e bays on the f i r s t f l o o r are not symmetrically 
arranged; two widely spaced bays are located on the l e f t side of the facade 
w h i l e a door flanked by two windows are located on the r i g h t side. 

The i n t e r i o r plan may l i k e w i s e give clues t o the o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a ­
t i o n of the e a r l i e r farmhouse even though the woodwork i s t h a t of a renova­
t i o n c a r r i e d out by W. H. Langley, Jr . , i n the 1930s. The f r o n t door of 
the house leads t o a large s i t t i n g room d i v i d e d from a d i n i n g room at the 
rear by multipaned glass doors. A narrow h a l l l i n k s the s i t t i n g room w i t h 
a corresponding set of rooms on the l e f t side of the house. This h a l l i s 
located i n the f r o n t of the house and the entrance t o an enclosed s t a i r 
i s l o c ated i n t h i s h a l l . The k i t c h e n i s located at the rear of the house. 
The second f l o o r was not accessible. 

The only major change i n the house besides the change of the i n t e r i o r 
woodwork i n the 1930s was the recent a d d i t i o n of a c a r p o r t t o the western 
e l e v a t i o n which i s accessible through the porch. 

The house remains i n use as a farmhouse and i s surrounded by two hun­
dred and f i v e acres of land i n a g r i c u l t u r a l use. Associated w i t h the 
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immediate house p rope r ty i s a frame too lshed and a smal l frame storage 
shed o f e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century v i n t a g e . Other farm b u i l d i n g s inc lude two 
log tobacco barns , th ree frame tobacco barns , a frame packhouse, and a 
frame tenant house and i t s associa ted b u i l d i n g s s l i g h t l y west o f the Langley 
House on SR 1003. The tenant house was b u i l t i n the bungalow s t y l e c i r c a 
1930 and one s i n g l e - s t o r y frame barn and one frame tobacco barn o f s i m i l a r 
v in tage are associa ted w i t h i t . 

The s t r u c t u r e , of course, i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o the surrounding environment. Archaeo­
l o g i c a l remains, such as t r a s h p i t s , w e l l s , and s t r u c t u r a l remains, which may be present , 
can p rov ide i n f o r m a t i o n va luab le to the understanding and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e . 
I n f o r m a t i o n concerning use p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l s tanding and m o b i l i t y , as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s are o f t e n on ly ev iden t i n the a r chaeo log ica l r e c o r d . T h e r e f o r e , a r chaeo log ica l 
remains may w e l l be an impor tan t component of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . At t h i s 
t ime no i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been done to d iscover these remains, but i t i s probable t h a t 
they e x i s t , and t h i s should be considered i n any development of the p r o p e r t y . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The W. H. Langley House, situated on a 205-acre farm, i s a noteworthy example of how turn-
of-the-century economic prosperity altered the l i f e s t y l e of Wilson County's r u r a l inhabi­
tants. The present two-and-a-half-story frame house, considered a si g n i f i c a n t landmark i n 
the Elm CitJ area, i s the product of a 1911 Colonial Revival remodeling of a modest one-story 
farmhouse b u i l t around 1865. During the remodeling, which was reportedly executed by 
a builder named Winstead, a second story was added, the facade was widened, and a wrap­
around porch displaying design elements found only withi n the v i c i n i t y of Elm City was 
in s t a l l e d . The home belonged to William Haywood Langley, a farmer by trade, from 
1867 u n t i l his death i n 1918, and remains i n possession of the Langley family. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

Associated with the period of economic prosperity i n the f e r t i l e a g r i c u l t u r a l region 
near Elm City, the progression of the W. H. Langley House from a small farmhouse to a 
substantial residence exemplifies the manner i n which increased wealth affected the 
l i f e s t y l e of Wilson County's r u r a l residents. 

Associated with William Haywood Langley, a farmer who owned the property for over 
50 years, the W. H. Langley House and farm remains i n the possession of Langley's 
heirs. 

The W. H. Langley House, o r i g i n a l l y a ca. 1865 farmhouse, was remodeled i n 1911 i n the 
Colonial Revival s t y l e . The home displays a wraparound porch with i n t r i c a t e sawnwork 
de t a i l i n g unique tb the v i c i n i t y of Elm City. The residence, which remains i n use 
as a farmhouse, i s considered a si g n i f i c a n t landmark i n the" Elm City area. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The W. H. Langley House i s one of the best examples of how the t u r n 
of the century economic p r o s p e r i t y a l t e r e d the l i f e s t y l e of Wilson County's 
r u r a l i n h a b i t a n t s . The core of the Langley House was b u i l t between 1861 
and 1866.1 The o r i g i n a l house was a modest farmhouse thought t o have been 
b u i l t f o r W i l l i e W illiams.^ The s i n g l e - s t o r y three-bay frame farmhouse w i t h 
i t s e x t e r i o r end chimneys and large f r o n t porch was t y p i c a l of Wilson County 
farmhouse a r c h i t e c t u r e of the perio d . L i t t l e i s known about W i l l i e Williams 
except t h a t he was born i n 1835 and i n 1860 he owned r e a l property valued 
at $1,250 and personal property valued at $300.^ He married Amanda Green 
on May 17, 1856, i n Wilson County and two c h i l d r e n , John Austin (born i n 1857) 
and S a l l i e (born September, 1859), were born t o the couple.^ I n 1861 he 
purchased two hundred and f i f t y acres of land from John G. Williams, the 
executor of the estate of Jeremiah Winstead.^ When Williams purchased the 
land i n 1861 i t was w i t h the understanding t h a t Nancy Winstead, the widow of 
Jeremiah Winstead, would have l i f e r i g h t s to the property. According t o 
Jeremiah Winstead's w i l l , probated i n 1851, h i s w i f e was t o have l i f e r i g h t s 
to the property which was t o be sold upon her death and the p r o f i t s d i v i d e d 
between t h e i r c h i l d r e n . ' Judging by the date of the sale, i t i s l i k e l y 
Nancy Winstead had died by 1861. 

W i l l i e Williams l e f t no w i l l , but apparently o n e - t h i r d of the property 
upon which the house was constructed became the property of h i s w i f e Amanda 
as her dower. Williams died between 1861, when he purchased the property, 
and J u l y 17, 1866, when h i s w i f e , Amanda, remarried. On December 3, 1866 
Williams' land was put up f o r sale and David L. Hardy purchased the house 
t r a c t . Hardy r e s o l d the land i n l i t t l e more than a month, on January 25, 
1867, t o W i l l i a m H. Langley.^ W i l l i a m Haywood Langley married Amanda Green 
Williams on J u l y 17, 1866, and the couple moved i n t o the house said t o have 
been b u i l t and occupied by W i l l i e Williams i n the f o l l o w i n g year. 

Amanda Langley died between 1866 and 1884, but she l e f t no w i l l . W. H. 
Langley then married Martha A. Pridgen i n the Methodist Church i n Toisnot 
(now Elm City).-'••'• W i l l i a m Haywood Langley was a farmer by trade and he was 
born on August 8, 1845 i n Nash C o u n t y . H e was the son of Singleton Lang­
ley and M i l d r e d Louis. •'• Langley added on t o h i s holdings, a c q u i r i n g more 
land i n the l a t e nineteenth century. A photograph i n the possession of 
the Langley f a m i l y shows the o r i g i n a l farmhouse i n 1897,-'•̂  but w i t h i n 
f i f t e e n years of the date of the photograph the house had become too modest 

QMAJOR BIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Edgecombe County W i l l s , Edgecombe County Courthouse. 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1860. Wilson County 
Wilson County Deeds, Wilson County Courthouse 
Wilson County Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. 
Wilson County V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s Records, Wilson County Courthouse. 
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See enclosed planametric map with property outlined i n red. 
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and old-fashioned f o r the Langley f a m i l y . According t o f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n 
Langley h i r e d a b u i l d e r named Winstead t o enlarge and remodel the house i n 
1911.-^° Winstead i s said by the Langley f a m i l y t o have l i v e d on the corner 
of North and Railroad s t r e e t s i n Elm City,-'-'' and according t o the Wilson 
County deeds a George Winstead, po s s i b l y the b u i l d e r of the Langley House, 
purchased t h i s property i n the l a t e nineteenth century.18 ^ search of the 
census records and contemporary business d i r e c t o r i e s reveals a number of 
Winsteads from Elm C i t y who were employed as b u i l d e r s or carpenters i n the 
l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , but the name of George Wins­
tead does not appear i n t h i s l i s t . l ^ 

The c o n t r a c t o r r a i s e d the house t o two and a h a l f s t o r i e s and changed 
i t from a three-bay facade t o a five-bay facade. A lar g e wraparound porch 
of some complexity was also added t o the house. This type of porch i s 
only found w i t h i n the v i c i n i t y of Elm C i t y i n Wilson County and may have 
been the trade mark of Winstead or some other b u i l d e r which gained p o p u l a r i t y 
l o c a l l y . The remodelling of the house i n the C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e created 
a more imposing residence, one t h a t has become a r e a l landmark i n the Elm 
C i t y area. The house stands today much as i t d i d when i t was remodelled 
i n 1911, and the Langley f a m i l y continues t o reside i n the house. 

When W. H. Langley, Sr., died i n 1918 he devised the house i n equal 
shares t o h i s widow and h i s son, W. H. Langley, Jr.^*-* W. H. Langley, Jr.'s 
widow now owns and occupies the house. 

Footnotes 

"'"Willie Williams, the o r i g i n a l owner of the property purchased the 
property i n 1861; John G. Williams, executor of Jeremiah Winstead to W i l l i e 
W i l l i a m s , September 11, 1861, Book 1, 790, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson, 
h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as W i l l i e Williams deed. A photograph of the 
house i n s c r i b e d "Our Home 1897" i s i n the possession of Mr. W. H. Langley, 
J r . , of Elm C i t y , h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as W. H. Langley House photo, 1897. 

2 
Author's i n t e r v i e w w i t h Mrs. W. H. Langley, J r . , present owner of 

the house, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Langley i n t e r v i e w . 
3 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1850, Wilson County, North 

Carolina. 
4 
Wilson County Marriage Records, Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 

See also Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Wilson County, North 
Carolina. 

5 
W i l l i e Williams married Amanda Green May 17, 1856, Wilson County 

Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. See also W i l l i e Williams deed. 
W i l l i e Williams deed. 
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7 
Jeremiah Winstead W i l l , September, 1850, Book F, 463, Edgecombe County 

W i l l s , Tarboro. 
g 
David L. Hardy t o Wi l l i a m H. Langley, January 25, 1867, Book 2, 591, 

Wilson County deeds, Wilson, assures a c l e a r t i t l e f o r the property "ex­
cept the r i g h t of dower i n the said land which accrued t o the w i f e of 
said Langley from her former husband W i l l i e Williams." 

9 
David L. Hardy t o W. H. Langley, January 25, 1867, Book 2, 591, Wilson 

County deeds, Wilson. 

•'"^William H. Langley married Amanda Williams on J u l y 17, 1866, Wilson 
County Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. 

"'"•̂W. H. Langley married Martha A. Pridgeon [ s i c ] on August 5, 1884, 
Wilson County Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. 

12 
Wilson County V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s records, Wilson County Courthouse. 

13 
Wilson County V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s records, Wilson County Courthouse. 

14 
See deeds conveying land t o W. H. Langley from M. C. Pleasant 

(Book 68, 602) and John D. Wells & John L. Bailey (Book 28, 85), Wilson 
County Deeds, Wilson. 

"'"̂W. H. Langley House photo, 1897. 

''"^Langley i n t e r v i e w . 

''"^Langley i n t e r v i e w . 

18 
W. W. Parker t o Susan Winstead, December 15, 1883, Book 22, 397, 

Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 
19 

Kate Ohno, Wilson County's A r c h i t e c t u r a l Heritage (Wilson: 1981), 
170, gives an Alex. Winstead, b u i l d e r a c t i v e m Toisnot (Elm C i t y ) c. 
1884-1896, a Charles Winstead a c t i v e c. 1880, a David S. Winstead a c t i v e 
c. 1880, an Emerson Winstead a c t i v e c. 1860 i n the town of Wilson, a James 
G. Winstead a c t i v e i n Toisnot c. 1880, a Roberson Winstead a c t i v e c. 1880 
and the f i r m of Winstead & Braswell, b u i l d e r s , a c t i v e i n Elm C i t y c. 1902-
1903. 

20 
W. H. Langley, Sr., w i l l , September 17, 1918, Book 6, 145, Wilson 

County W i l l s , Wilson. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The W. H. Langley House i s located j u s t n o r t h of Elm C i t y i n the mid­
dle of Toisnot Township, one of the r i c h e s t a g r i c u l t u r a l areas i n Wilson 
County. The house i s s i t u a t e d on the n o r t h side of SR 1003 i n a curve of 
the road and i s v i s i b l e from some distance across the wide expanse of the 
cleared f i e l d s t h a t surround i t . 

The core of the Langley House was a l a t e nineteenth century frame 
farmhouse of modest si z e . An 1897 photograph of t h i s farmhouse shows a 
simple three-bay s i n g l e - s t o r y d w e l l i n g w i t h two e x t e r i o r end chimneys, a 
wood shake shingle roof and a larg e f r o n t porch s h e l t e r i n g most of the 
facade. The porch had a shed roo f trimmed w i t h scalloped sawnwork orna­
ment, p l a i n square posts worked i n a l a t t i c e design and a sawnwork balus­
t r a d e . The c e n t r a l f r o n t door was flanked by two large s i x - o v e r - s i x 
windows w i t h louvered s h u t t e r s . The house vas set on b r i c k p i e r s and j u s t 
v i s i b l e i n the background VVBS a gable roofed s t r u c t u r e which may have been 
a smokehouse or detached k i t c h e n . 

The present house, enlarged and remodelled i n the C o l o n i a l Revival 
s t y l e i n 1911, bears l i t t l e resemblance t o t h i s e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e . The 
house stands i n a grove of mature t r e e s and i s two and a h a l f s t o r i e s t a l l 
and f i v e bays wide w i t h a rear k i t c h e n e l l . A complex wraparound porch 
w i t h p r o j e c t i n g pedimented p a v i l i o n s on each corner s h e l t e r s three sides 
of the house. A steeply p i t c h e d gable roof permits the use of the a t t i c 
and a P a l l a d i a n window i n each gable and four large pedimented dormers 
i l l u m i n a t e the a t t i c space. The closed gables are f u r t h e r enhanced by 
lac y , sawnwork ornament and carved, faceted brackets. The overhanging 
eaves are l i k e w i s e supported by s i m i l a r brackets. A wide, p l a i n f r i e z e 
runs a l l the way around the house. One curious f e a t u r e of the house which 
may give a clue t o i t s o r i g i n as a one-story farmhouse i s the placement of 
the i n t e r i o r chimney which r i s e s through the middle of the 'roof between 
the two dormers and may express the placement of one of the o r i g i n a l ex­
t e r i o r end chimneys. The f i v e bays on the f i r s t f l o o r are not symmetrically 
arranged; two widely spaced bays are located on the l e f t side of the facade 
w h i l e a door flanked by two windows are located on the r i g h t side. 

The i n t e r i o r plan may l i k e w i s e give clues t o the o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a ­
t i o n of the e a r l i e r farmhouse even though the woodwork i s t h a t of a renova­
t i o n c a r r i e d out by W. H. Langley, J r . , i n the 1930s. The f r o n t door of 
the house leads t o a large s i t t i n g room d i v i d e d from a d i n i n g room at the 
rear by multipaned glass doors. A narrow h a l l l i n k s the s i t t i n g room w i t h 
a corresponding set of rooms on the l e f t side of the house. This h a l l i s 
located i n the f r o n t of the house and the entrance t o an enclosed s t a i r 
i s l ocated i n t h i s h a l l . The k i t c h e n i s located at the rear of the house. 
The second f l o o r was not accessible. 

The only major change i n the house besides the change of the i n t e r i o r 
woodwork i n the 1930s was the recent a d d i t i o n of a c a r p o r t t o the western 
e l e v a t i o n which i s accessible through the porch. 

The house remains i n use as a farmhouse and i s surrounded by two hun­
dred and f i v e acres of land i n a g r i c u l t u r a l use. Associated w i t h the 
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immediate house p rope r ty i s a frame too lshed and a smal l frame storage 
shed of e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century v i n t a g e . Other farm b u i l d i n g s inc lude two 
log tobacco barns , th ree frame tobacco barns , a frame packhouse, and a 
frame tenant house and i t s associa ted b u i l d i n g s s l i g h t l y west o f the Langley 
House on SR 1003. The tenant house was b u i l t i n the bungalow s t y l e c i r c a 
1930 and one s i n g l e - s t o r y frame barn and one frame tobacco barn o f s i m i l a r 
v in tage are associa ted w i t h i t . 

The s t r u c t u r e , of course, i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o the surrounding environment. Archaeo­
l o g i c a l remains, such as t r a s h p i t s , w e l l s , and s t r u c t u r a l remains, which may be presen t , 
can p rov ide i n f o r m a t i o n va luab le to the understanding and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e . 
I n f o r m a t i o n concerning use p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l s tanding and m o b i l i t y , as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s are o f t e n on ly e'\Zident i n the a r chaeo log i ca l r e c o r d . The re fo re , a r chaeo log ica l 
remains may w e l l be an impor tan t component of the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the s t r u c t u r e . At t h i s 
t ime no i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been done to d iscover these remains, but i t i s probable t ha t 
they e x i s t , aad t h i s should be considered i n any development of the p r o p e r t y . 
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SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1865; 1911 remod. BUILDER/ARCHITECT ^ r . Winstead (remodeling) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The W. H. Langley House, situated on a 205-acre farm, i s a noteworthy example of how turn-
of-the-century economic prosperity altered the l i f e s t y l e of Wilson County's r u r a l inhabi­
tants. The present two-and-a-half-story frame house, considered a si g n i f i c a n t landmark i n 
the Elm City area, i s the product of a 1911 Colonial Revival remodeling of a modest one-story 
farmhouse b u i l t around 1865. During the remodeling, which was reportedly executed by 
a builder named Winstead, a second story was added, the facade was widened, and a wrap­
around porch displaying design elements found only withi n the v i c i n i t y of Elm City was 
in s t a l l e d . The home belonged to William Haywood Langley, a farmer by trade, from 
1867 u n t i l his death i n 1918, and remains i n possession of the Langley family. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A. Associated with the period of economic prosperity i n the f e r t i l e a g r i c u l t u r a l region 
near Elm City, the progression of the W. H. Langley House from a small farmhouse to a 
substantial residence exemplifies the manner i n which increased wealth affected the 
l i f e s t y l e of Wilson County's r u r a l residents. 

B. Associated with William Haywood Langley, a farmer who owned the property for over 
50 years, the W. H. Langley House and farm remains i n the possession of Langley's 
heirs. 

C. The W. H. Langley House, o r i g i n a l l y a ca. 1865 farmhouse, was remodeled i n 1911 i n the 
Colonial Revival s t y l e . The home displays a wraparound porch with i n t r i c a t e sawnwork 
det a i l i n g unique tb the v i c i n i t y of Elm City. The residence, which remains i n use 
as a farmhouse, i s considered a si g n i f i c a n t landmark i n the" Elm City area. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The W. H. Langley House i s one of the best examples of how the t u r n 
of the century economic p r o s p e r i t y a l t e r e d the l i f e s t y l e of Wilson County's 
r u r a l i n h a b i t a n t s . The core of the Langley House was b u i l t between 1861 
and 1866.1 The o r i g i n a l house was a modest farmhouse thought t o have been 
b u i l t f o r W i l l i e W illiams.^ The s i n g l e - s t o r y three-bay frame farmhouse w i t h 
i t s e x t e r i o r end chimneys and large f r o n t porch was t y p i c a l of Wilson County 
farmhouse a r c h i t e c t u r e of the p e r i o d . L i t t l e i s known about W i l l i e Williams 
except t h a t he was born i n 1835 and i n 1860 he owned r e a l property valued 
at $1,250 and personal property valued at $300. He married Amanda Green 
on May 17, 1856, i n Wilson County and two c h i l d r e n , John Austin (born i n 1857) 
and S a l l i e (born September, 1859), were born t o the couple.^ I n 1861 he 
purchased two hundred and f i f t y acres of land from John G. W i l l i a m s , the 
executor of the estate of Jeremiah Winstead.^ When Williams purchased the 
land i n 1861 i t was w i t h the understanding t h a t Nancy Winstead, the widow of 
Jeremiah Winstead, would have l i f e r i g h t s t o the property. According t o 
Jeremiah Winstead's w i l l , probated i n 1851, h i s w i f e was t o have l i f e r i g h t s 
to the property which was t o be sold upon her death and the p r o f i t s d i v i d e d 
between t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Judging by the date of the sale, i t i s l i k e l y 
Nancy Winstead had died by 1861. 

W i l l i e Williams l e f t no w i l l , but apparently o n e - t h i r d of the property 
upon which the house was constructed became the property of h i s w i f e Amanda 
as her dower. Williams died between 1861, when he purchased the p r o p e r t y , 
and J u l y 17, 1866, when h i s w i f e , Amanda, remarried. On December 3, 1866 
Williams' land was put up f o r sale and David L. Hardy purchased the house 
t r a c t . Hardy r e s o l d the land i n l i t t l e more than a month, on January 25, 
1867, t o W i l l i a m H. Langley.^ W i l l i a m Haywood Langley married Amanda Green 
Williams on J u l y 17, 1866, and the couple moved i n t o the house said t o have 
been b u i l t and occupied by W i l l i e Williams i n the f o l l o w i n g year.-*-*^ , 

Amanda Langley died between 1866 and 1884, but she l e f t no w i l l . W. H. 
Langley then married Martha A. Pridgen i n the Methodist Church i n Toisnot 
(now Elm C i t y ) . W i l l i a m Haywood Langley was a farmer by trade and he was 
born on August 8, 1845 i n Nash C o u n t y . H e was the son of Singleton Lang­
ley and M i l d r e d L o u i s . L a n g l e y added on t o h i s holdings, a c q u i r i n g more 
land i n the l a t e nineteenth century. A photograph i n the possession of 
the Langley f a m i l y shows the o r i g i n a l farmhouse i n 1897,-^^ but w i t h i n 
f i f t e e n years of the date of the photograph the house had become too modest 

QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Edgecombe County W i l l s , Edgecombe County Courthouse. 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1860. Wilson County 
Wilson County Deeds, Wilson County Courthouse 
Wilson County Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. 
Wilson County V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s Records, Wilson County Courthouse. 

ilGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 0 5 a C r e S 
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See enclosed planametric map with property outlined i n red. 
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and old-fashioned f o r the Langley f a m i l y . According t o f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n 
Langley h i r e d a b u i l d e r named Winstead t o enlarge and remodel the house i n 
1911.-'-" Winstead i s said by the Langley f a m i l y t o have l i v e d on the corner 
of North and Railroad s t r e e t s i n Elm City,-'-^ and according t o the Wilson 
County deeds a George Winstead, po s s i b l y the b u i l d e r of the Langley House, 
purchased t h i s property i n the l a t e nineteenth century.18 ^ search of the 
census records and contemporary business d i r e c t o r i e s reveals a number of 
Winsteads from Elm C i t y who were employed as b u i l d e r s or carpenters i n the 
l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , but the name of George Wins­
tead does not appear i n t h i s l i s t . 1 9 

The c o n t r a c t o r r a i s e d the house t o two and a h a l f s t o r i e s and changed 
i t from a three-bay facade t o a five-bay facade. A larg e wraparound porch 
of some complexity was also added t o the house. This type of porch i s 
only found w i t h i n the v i c i n i t y of Elm C i t y i n Wilson County and may have 
been the trade mark of Winstead or some other b u i l d e r which gained p o p u l a r i t y 
l o c a l l y . The remodelling of the house i n the Co l o n i a l Revival s t y l e created 
a more imposing residence, one t h a t has become a r e a l landmark i n the Elm 
C i t y area. The house stands today much as i t d i d when i t was remodelled 
i n 1911, and the Langley f a m i l y continues t o reside i n the house. 

When W. H. Langley, Sr., died i n 1918 he devised the house i n equal 
shares t o h i s widow and h i s son, W. H. Langley, Jr.^'^ W. H. Langley, Jr.'s 
widow now owns and occupies the house. 

Footnotes 

"'"Willie W i lliams, the o r i g i n a l owner of the property purchased the 
property i n 1861; John G. Williams, executor of Jeremiah Winstead t o W i l l i e 
W i l l i a m s , September 11, 1861, Book 1, 790, Wilson County Deeds, Wilson, 
h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as W i l l i e Williams deed. A photograph of the 
house i n s c r i b e d "Our Home 1897" i s i n the possession of Mr. W. H. Langley, 
J r . , of Elm C i t y , h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as W. H. Langley House photo, 1897. 

2 
Author's i n t e r v i e w w i t h Mrs. W. H. Langley, J r . , present owner of 

the house, h e r e i n a f t e r c i t e d as Langley i n t e r v i e w . 
3 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1850, Wilson County, North 

Carolina. 
4 
Wilson County Marriage Records, Wilson County Courthouse, Wilson. 

See also Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Wilson County, North 
Carolina. 

^ W i l l i e Williams married Amanda Green May 17, 1856, Wilson County 
Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. See also W i l l i e Williams deed. 

^ W i l l i e Williams deed. 
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7 
Jeremiah Winstead W i l l , September, 1850, Book F, 4 63, Edgecombe County 

W i l l s , Tarboro. 
g 
David L. Hardy t o Wi l l i a m H. Langley, January 25, 1867, Book 2, 591, 

Wilson County deeds, Wilson, assures a c l e a r t i t l e f o r the property "ex­
cept the r i g h t of dower i n the said land which accrued t o the w i f e of 
said Langley from her former husband W i l l i e Williams." 

9 
David L. Hardy t o W. H. Langley, January 25, 1867, Book 2, 591, Wilson 

County deeds, Wilson. 
"'"^William H. Langley married Amanda Williams on J u l y 17, 1866, Wilson 

County Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. 

•'"•'"W. H. Langley married Martha A. Pridgeon [ s i c ] on August 5, 1884, 
Wilson County Marriage Licenses, Wilson County Courthouse. 

12 
Wilson County V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s records, Wilson County Courthouse. 

13 
Wilson County V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s records, Wilson County Courthouse. 

14 
See deeds conveying land t o W. H. Langley from M. C. Pleasant 

(Book 68, 602) and John D. Wells & John L. Bailey (Book 28, 85), Wilson 
County Deeds, Wilson. 

•'"̂W. H. Langley House photo, 1897. 

"'"^Langley i n t e r v i e w . 

17. -, • ̂  • Langley i n t e r v i e w . 

18 
W. W. Parker t o Susan Winstead, December 15, 1883, Book 22, 397, 

Wilson County Deeds, Wilson. 
19 

Kate Ohno, Wilson County's A r c h i t e c t u r a l Heritage (Wilson: 1981), 
170, gives an Alex. Winstead, b u i l d e r a c t i v e i n Toisnot (Elm C i t y ) c. 
1884-1896, a Charles Winstead a c t i v e c. 1880, a David S. Winstead a c t i v e 
c. 1880, an Emerson Winstead a c t i v e c. 1860 i n the town of Wilson, a James 
G. Winstead a c t i v e i n Toisnot c. 1880, a Roberson Winstead a c t i v e c. 1880 
and the f i r m of Winstead & Braswell, b u i l d e r s , a c t i v e i n Elm C i t y c. 1902-
1903. 

20 
W. H. Langley, Sr., w i l l , September 17, 1918, Book 6, 145, Wilson 

County W i l l s , Wilson. 
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10 Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The W. H. Langley House i s being nominated with 205 acres of land. The core of the 
house was b u i l t on a 250-acre tract purchased by W i l l i e and Amanda Williams i n 1861. 
The property and house were purchased by W. H. Langley, farmer, i n the late nineteenth 
century. Langley was responsible for the overbuilding of the o r i g i n a l modest farmhouse. 
The o r i g i n a l house, the overbuilding, and the farmland have been associated since 
the mid-nineteenth century, and the property continues to be a productive farm. 

13 Photographs 

The W. H. Langley House was i n i t i a l l y recorded i n 1980 during the Wilson County 
survey. The s i t e was re v i s i t e d i n 1985 to determine the condition of that property. 
The house i s s t i l l occupied, and well-maintained and i s accurately depicted i n the 
1980 photographs. 



NPS Fonn 10-900-* 

(M2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic 
inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1024-OCna 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Continuation sheet Item number 

dats entered 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr- l l 

Name Wilson MRA 
State NORTH CAROLINA 

Nomination/Type of Review ' Y Date/Signature 

1. Ward-Applewhite-Thompson Hou^^^^^^ "^Keeper/y^^^^-^-'^*-^^^^^ 

>;3.t:.oaal Hegl.ta, ^^test 

2. Applewhite, W. H., House 

.3. Bullock-Dew House 

E(dmondson-Woodward House 

'A W X - ; 

.*r«r 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

5. Langley, W. H., House finiwi? Ia' tB» ^Affeeper 
Katloml Be«li,te-p () 

Attest 

Barnes, Genera" 

*^-*Xmej. h^^ik'M^^ ^ Attest 

Lucas, Dr. H. D., House substantive Review 

8. Webb-Barron-Wells House Substantive Review 

J 9. Elm City Municipal Historic Dis t r ic t 

Keeper Q ^ A / g / ^ ^ J ^/l^/B6 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

10. Lucama Municipal Historic Dis t r ic t 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper . 

T 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Langley, W. H. , House (Wilson MRA) 
Wilson County 
NORTH CAROLINA 

[^resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: CZ] sample IHl request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 

.-==rACCEPT .. 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

/ 3 • ^ 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal LU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • n o 

7 . D e s c r i p t i o n 

Condit ion 

excellent 

[ m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check ona 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
n clarity ' 
EH applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource t,^ , 
im context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

im Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000470 


