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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The most elaborately ornamented of the county's late 19th century one-story farmhouses, 
the Jonas McPhail House is an eloquent and well-preserved statement of the elaborate 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s with the use of applied millwork onto the prevalent small r u r a l house 
with characteristic false center gable. Located at the small r u r a l crossroads of 
Rosin H i l l , which was named for the v i c i n i t y ' s once extensive naval stores industry, 
the charming house is one of three surviving Rosin H i l l structures. Associated with 
this house is the Annie McPhail store, operated by the builder's wife. The adjacent 
ca 1820 Asher W. Bizzell House is being nominated separately. 

An elaborate Victorian porch graces the front northwest facade of t h i s s i n g l e - p i l e , 
one-story, 3-A weatherboard house. Supported by turned posts and unif i e d with a turned 
balustrade, the porch is crowned with i n t r i c a t e sawn s c r o l l s ; the porch's cornice is 
further ornamented with acorn pendant brackets. The cornerboards, which rest on a 
plain bottomboard, support a shallow boxed cornice with sawn pendant scrolls that are 
larger and more elaborate than those on the porch. Sash are four-over-four with 
peaked l i n t e l s . Louvered shutters remain only on the main block. The gable louvered 
vent is a l o c a l l y popular form, with f l a t rays emanating from the upper part of a cen­
t r a l c i r c u l a r medallion; three rows of sawtooth dentils crown the upper surround. A 
bracketed octagonal bay window with molded panels extends from the southwest parlor. 
Chimneys are exterior end, common bond brick with concave shoulders on the northeast 
and at the end of the e l l ; an i n t e r i o r chimney is between the front southwest parlor 
and the e l l . The various gables have a returning molded frieze. The rear e l l porch 
has chamfered posts, a turned r a i l i n g , and simplified side s c r o l l s . On the rear south­
east is a three-room e l l with engaged porch, shed and pantry rooms along the e l l ' s 
east elevation; a single shed room occupies the rest of the rear elevation. 

An elaborate Victorian door with square colored-glass panes affords entrance into the 
center h a l l . The plastered i n t e r i o r has t a l l dado boards and molded surrounds in the 
h a l l and two front rooms. Mantels are vigorous vernacular adaptions of Victorian forms, 
with extensive molding, engaged turned balusters, and geometric designs. One mantel 
has a stylized Tudor arch. The e l l rooms, due to t h e i r u t i l i t a r i a n purposes, are 
plain l y detailed, with simple vernacular mantels and moldings. 

Several frame outbuildings survive. The most intact is the weatherboarded smokehouse 
with projecting front gable roof and boxed cornices. There is a plank door on the 
front gable end. The finer of the two chicken coops has an uncharacteristic gable 
roof, with wide board sheathing on the north elevation; the other three sides are 
covered with evenly spaced boards and open areas. The other coop is a large weather­
boarded shed roof structure; i t is quite deteriorated. Three hundred and f i f t y feet ' 
southwest of the house is the large barn, a .substantial four s t a l l , center aisle 
structure, t h i r y feet square. Sided with sheathed boards, i t is one of the county's 
finer surviving barns. 

The wholesale-retail store of Annie McPhail, the wife of Jonas, stands 400 feet south­
west of the house, on the southwestern side of SR 1845. Contemporary i n age with the 
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house, the vacant store is a large, two-story, three-bay-by-three-bay, frame structure 
with a double-door entrance on the eastern gable end. Much of the i n t e r i o r shelving 
remains. The barn and store, while associated with the Jonas McPhail House, is owned 
by Jake Hudson, the owner of the Asher W. Bizzell House, which is located between the 
McPhail House and Store and is included separately i n th i s Multiple Resource Nomina­
ti o n . Surrounding a l l three structures are mixed forests. 

This nomination contains seven contributing structures. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In a county where academic Victorian architecture was p r a c t i c a l l y unknown, the county's 
Victorian styles were limited to the application of various decorative elements to 
t r a d i t i o n a l housing forms. The Jonas McPhail (?-i933) House is the finest example of 
the exuberance of such embellishments on the one-story frame dwelling. The picturesque 
house is a charming composite of turned and sawn ornamentation on the porches, cornices, 
and gables; an exuberance echoed by the i n t e r i o r woodwork and mantels. Annie Warren 
McPhail (1874-1967), the builder's wife, operated a large, two-story general store 
nearby which survives. This was a major commercial establishment i n the former 
community of Rosin H i l l , which was a center of rosin production at the end of the 19th 
century. Only the McPhail House and Store and the Asher Walter Bizzell House survive. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 
A. The house and store are associated with the former r u r a l crossroads of Rosin H i l l , 

which was a prosperous rosin making location at the end of the 19th century and was 
thus important to the development of extreme northern Sampson County. 

C. The house is the county's prime example of the t r a d i t i o n a l , r u r a l , one-story house 
richly-embellished with applied Victorian ornamentation. 

D. Is l i k e l y to y i e l d information valuable to the r u r a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l and naval stores 
history of the area. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Jonas McPhail house dates from the late 1890s and is located near the small northern 
Sampson County community of Rosin. Located nearby is the h i s t o r i c a l l y - r e l a t e d Annie 
McPhail store, which also dates from the late 1890s. 

The community of Rosin, o r i g i n a l l y known as Rosin H i l l , dates from about 1820. As the 
name implies, naval stores were the main business of the community. In 1896, Jonas 
McPhail and Annie Warren married and moved to Rosin H i l l . Jonas McPhail (1873-1932) 
was a native of Sampson County, the son of Duncan McPhail and Isabelle Tart McPhail. 
He was educated at Glenco Academy and Turlington M i l i t a r y I n s t i t u t e i n Smithfield and 
became a school teacher in Newton Grove. Annie Warren (1871-1964) was the eldest 
daughter of Samson and K i l t y Daughtry Warren. She attended a number of Sampson County 
schools and also taught school i n Newton Grove. The McPhails were married while 
teaching in that community and moved to Rosin H i l l shortly afterwards. 

The McPhails were the leading citizens in Rosin H i l l at the turn of the century. Jonas 
McPhail helped establish a post o f f i c e and was postmaster. He also managed the Clinton-
to-Dunn telephone l i n e , served as a county commissioner and township magistrate, farmed, 
operated a sawmill, and helped operate the store. Mrs. McPhail devoted most of her 
energy to the operation of the store which, as a general mercantile establishment, 
served a wide part of northern Sampson County. She continued to operate the store 
through a 192 1 f i r e which destroyed the sawmill, the Great Depression which closed 
many of the area businesses, and the 1932 death of her husband. In later years she 
was active in the local Grange and Home Demonstration Club. 

The McPhails did not have children. Following the death of Mrs. McPhail, the house 
and store have had several owners. The hous^ is currently owned by Jesse Lee, while 
the vacant store is owned by John L. Hudson. 

The community of Rosin H i l l did not survive the Great Depression and l i t t l e remains of 
i t s turn-of-the-century prosperity. The McPhail house and store, along with the nearby 
Asher Bizzell house, are the main reminders of the community's prime. Both the McPhail 
house and the McPhail store are important structures i n the development of northern 
Sampson County. 

QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

B i z z e l l , Oscar M. , ed. T]ie_Heritaĝ e__ô f_Ŝ am£Son County, North Carolina. Winston-
Salem: The Hunter Publishing Company, 1983. 

IEJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPE(<-iY 4 a c r e s , moro o r l e s s . -

< UTM REFERENCES . 35+ 2 2 ' 2 0 " L o n g . 78± 2 4 ' 5 8 " 

A L J I I . I , I I I , 1 t 1 , , I B L J i I . 1 • • i I . I • I • . I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L J LL, I • . I I , I . I . • 1 DLa_l I I , I . , I I . I . I . . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The properties to be nominated are l o t eight, owned by Jesse Lee; l o t seven, owned by 
John L. Hudson; and that portion of l o t five northeast of the run of the Prong of 
Seven Mile Swamp, also owned by John L. Hudson; a l l shown on the map of the Annie 
McPhail Estate, dated I I October 1966. Total is about four acres. A copy of the 
map is attached. 
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NOTES 

1 Oscar M. Bizzell (ed.). The Heritage of Sampson County, North Carolina (Winston-
Salem: Hunter Publishing Company for the Sampson County H i s t o r i c a l Society, 1983); 514, 
735, hereinafter cited as Bizzell (ed.). The Heritage of Sampson County; Twelfth Census 
of the United States, 1900, Sampson County, North Carolina, Population Schedule. 

2 
Bizzell (ed.). The Heritage of Sampson County, 42, 514, 735. 

Sampson County Deed Book 783, p. 398; Book 815, p. 791 



TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid t r a c t or parcel of land, togethe 

with a l l privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging, or i n anywise theret 

appertaining unto them, the said parties of the second part, t h e i r heirs and 

assigns, t o t h e i r only use and behoof i n fee simple absolute foi^cytrer^j^J^ 

And the said parties of the f i r s t part do, for themselves, the i r 

heirs, executors and administrators, covenant to and with the said parties ol 

the second part, t h e i r heirs and assigns, that they are seized of an interest 

• i n said lands i n fee and have a good r i g h t to convey the same i n fee simple; 

that the same are free and clear from a l l encumbrances, and that they do here 

warrant and w i l l forever defend the said t i t l e to the same against the lawfu] 

claims of a l l persons whomsoever. 

IN TESTIMONY \VHEREOF, the said parties of the f i r s t part have 

hereunto set t h e i r hands and seals, the day and year f i r s t above wri t t e n . 

NORTH CAROLINA, 
SAMPSON COUNTY, 

William-.B. Warren . 

j \ ' Mary Sue W. Warren 

(SE/ 

(SEi 

; , a Notary Public i n and 
for the County and State aforesaid, do hereby c e r t i f y that William B. Warren 
and wife, Mary Sue W. Warren, personally appeared before me th i s day and acki 
ledged the due execution of the foregoing deed of conveyance fo r the purpose 
thereoixj-f^P^essed. 

,j^"Witness my hand and seal, t h i s / O day of March, 1970, 
k • 

'• ̂My Qommissipn expires: ̂-̂  _ /. "7 J . 
Notary Public. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 
SAMPSON COUNTY. 

The 
a Notary Publ 

e foregoing c e r t i f i c a t e of j H - ^ t ^ £^L-\~f . .Vvo ̂  Q^OJf 
i c of Sampson County, North Carolina, i s c e r t i f i e d to be corre correc 

This instrument was presented for legistration this day and hour and duly re^  
corded in the office of Register of Deeds of Sampson County, North Carolina,  
in Book ^ / <^ , page ^ / f ^ 

This day of March, 1970, at - o ' c l o c k , M. 

tLY..tY>^ '^^-^ ^ 

$i . Y7^^^-Txji-^-^^-^t~77^ 

By 

7 

Register 9^De eds 

_7, 



NORTH CAROLINA, 

SAMPSON COUNTY. DEED. gj^^^ '"^JIQ^ 

THIS^DEED OF CONVEYANCE, Made t h i s the 10th day of March, 1970, 

by and between WILLIAM B. WARREN and wife, MARY SUE W. WARREN, of Sampson 

County, North Carolina, parties of the f i r s t part, and JOHN L, HUDSON,*JR., 

and wife, CHARLOTTE HUDSON, of Sampson County, North Carolina, parties of 

the second part; . 

W I T N E S S E T H ; 

That f o r and i n consideration of the division of lands and the 

sum of One Dollar i n hand paid, the receipt of which i s hereby acknowledged, 

the parties of the f i r s t part have bargained and conveyed, and by these 

presents do hereby grant, bargain and convey unto the said parties of the 

second part, t h e i r heirs and assigns i n fee simple, a l l r i g h t , t i t l e and 

interest of the said parties of the- f i r s t part i n and t o that certain t r a c t 

or parcel of land ly i n g and being i n Westbrooks Township,Sampson County, Nor" 

Carolina, and more pa r t i c u l a r l y described as follows: 

BEGINNING at an iron stake, corner of Pearl Parker i n the Theodor' 
Harris l i n e , and runs with the Parker lin e North 6 degrees East 159 feet to 
a n a i l i n the center of U. S. Highway 13, a new l i n e with William B. Warren 
in,the l i n e of Pearl Parker; thence with the center of U. S. Highway 13, Nor 
70 degrees East 388.1 feet to a point i n the center of said highway at a dit^ 
another nev̂  corner with William B. Warren; thence a new l i n e with Warren and 
a ditch North 5 degrees 17 minutes East 350.3 f e ^ t . North 42 degrees 10 min­
utes East 377.8 feet, and North 28 degrees 35 minutes East 156.4 feet to a 
stake i n the center of State Road 1620; thence again with the Warren l i n e an 
the center of said road South 46 degrees 09 minutes East 664.3 feet to a poi: 
in the center of U. S. Highway 13; thence with the center of said highway No 
70 degrees East 1503.1 feet to a n a i l i n the center of said road i n the lin e 
of the ^larcellus McPhail Estate; thence with the McPhail l i n e South 37 degre 
49 minutes East 157.8 feet to a stake i n the old road; thence with the old 
road South 62 degrees 16 minutes West 578.4 feet to a stake i n the center of 
Rural Paved Road 1845; thence the same course continuing 231.5 feet to a sta 
thence again with the old road South 79 degrees 03 minutes West 145.9 feet t 
a stake i n tho run of the prong, corner of P. P. Holland; thence with.the 
Holland line South 79 degrees 39 minutes West 109.6 feet to a stake, and Sou 
05 degrees 19 minutes East 756 feet to an old pump strainer, corner of Marce 
McPhail; thence with the McPhail l i n e and then the l i n e of Theodore Harris 
South 78 degrees 08 minutes West 894 feet to an iron stake i n the Harris l i n 
thence North 02 degrees 10 minutes East 248.6 feet to a concrete post, come 
of the old Westbrook School Site; thence with the Westbrook School Site Nort 
77 degrees 10 minutes East 576.7 feet to a concrete post, and North 02 degre 
East 534.8 feet to a concrete post i n the center of the old road; thence wit 
the old road South 85 degrees 15 minutes West 164.5 feet, and South 71 degre 
33 minutes V\/est 70 feet to a stake, corner of Westbrooks Community Center; 
thence North 01 degrees 30 minutes West 133 feet to a stake i n the center of 
U. S. Highway 13; thence with the center of said highway South 70 degrees We 
344.7 feet to a n a i l i n the center of said highway; thence leaving said high 
way South 02 degrees 10 minutes West 419.3 feet to a stake, corner of Theodo 
Harris; thence with the Harris l i n e South 83 degrees 55 minutes West 981.6 f 
to the beginning, containing 2775 acres>, more or less, and^-being. a portion o 
the lands described i n deed from George T. Williams, Harry M. L^e and Stewar 
B. Warren, Commissioners, to John L. Hudson, Jr., and wife^ Chariotte'Hudson 
and William B. Warren and wife, Mary Sue W. Warren, dated A p r i l fft-, 1967, an 
recorded i n Book 792, page 429, of the Sampson County Registry. / . ' 
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QUITCLAIM DEED. 

THIS DEED, Made and entered i n t o t h i s the 26th day of Augus 

1966, by and between JANIE W. WEEKS (widow), SAMSON WARREN and wife, MA 

WARREN; WILLIE HOLT W. SMITH and husband, H, C. SMITH, JR.; L. SHELTON 

and w i f e , ETHEL A. WARREN, a l l of Sampson County, North Carolina; LETA 

and husband, C. G, BERRY, of Nov* Hanover County, North Carolina; GRACE 

and husband, WADE H. WOOD, and AGNES W. LEE (widow), of Johnston County 

Carolina, and VIVIAN W. TART and husband, EDWARD TART, of Harnett Count 

Carolina, p a r t i e s of the f i r s t p a r t , and JOHN L. HUDSON, JR., WARREN k. 

HUGH D. HUDSON, THOMAS W. HUDSON and MARGARET ANN H. JACKSON, of Sainpsc 

North Carolina, p a r t i e s of the second p a r t ; 

A W I T N E S S E T H ; 

That the said p a r t i e s of the f i r s t p a r t , f o r and i n considc 

of the sum cf One Do l l a r in hand paid, the receipt of which i s hereby a 

ledged, have remised and released and by these presents do remise, rel« 

forever q u i t c l a i m unto the p a r t i e s of the second p a r t , t h e i r heirs and 

a l l r i g h t , t i t l e , claim, i n t e r e s t and estate of the p a r t i e s c f the f i r 

i n and t o a l l propei^ties, both r e a l and personal of every nature^ kind 

d e s c r i p t i o n owned by Annie W. McPhail, deceased, or i n which she had a| 

at the tirr.e of her death. 

And the said .parties of the f i r s t p a r t do hereby transfer 

assign to the p a r t i e s of the second p a r t , and hereby authorize Joe B. 

Executor of the estate of Annie W. McPhail, t o pay to said parties of j 

second part any and a l l funds belonging to said estate whi^h he now h 

may hereafter receive as Executor, and t o which the p a r t i e s of the f i | 

nay be e n t i t l e d . 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid property, both real anri 

and rxll p r i v i l e g e s thereunto belonging to them, the said p a r t i e s of tl 

p a r t , t h e i r heirs and assigns, free and discharged from a l l r i g h t , t i l 

or i n t e r e s t of the said p a r t i e s of the f i r s t p a r t , or anyone claiminij 

through or under them. • ' 
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3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CZ] ruins 

I I unexposed 
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unaltered 

altered 

Check one 
original site 

moved date. 
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CZl completeness 
• clarity 
• alterationsAntegrity 
• dates 
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•• •-• : s:..'.: < . . . . . . .. j ;.. 

CD clarity ,,.. ,' vi'-'n ' ' " c : r r : ;# 
[Zl applicable criteria 
[Zl justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context n»i»t*.*^ J...': A 

• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CZl Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet j ' 

















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000465 


