
Sta te o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a 

D i v i s i o n of A r c h i v e s and H i s t o r y 

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY FORM FOR 

DV-9 

Davidson 

SouthmiBnt, N.C. 

COUNTT 

QUAD 

XX MULTIPLE RESOURCE X X THEMATIC NOMINATION 

[NAME 
HISTORIC Jersey Bapt is t Church Cemetery 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION ^ 
STREtTi NUMBER - N - s * d e - c r ^ SR 1 2 7 2 , 0 .25" "m1 r . -wlLh SR 1104-

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

OTY. TOWN 

Linwood _X»/ICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

S T ^ r t h Carolina CODE 

037 
COUNTY CODE 

057 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

—BUILOINGIS) 

—STRUCTURE 

X_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC . . • r . 

^PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

P U B U C ACQUISIT ION 

—IN PROCESS 

BEING CONSIDERED 

N/A 

X 
STATUS 

•—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

_VES RESTRICTED 
X '_YES UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

— ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

MILITARY 

— SCIENTIFIC 

— TRANSPORTATION 

K-OTHER C e m e t e r y 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Jersey Baptist Church, c/o Rev. Morris S. H o l l i f i e l d , Pastor 

STREET & NUMBER 

Route 7 
CITY TOWN 

Lexington VICINITY OF 

STATE 

North Carolina 

(LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REciyTRYoVDEEOiETc Register of Deeds O f f i c e , Davidson County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

OTY TOWN 
Lexington North Calo*fina 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Ruth L i t t l e , Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Survey and Planning Branch July 26, 1983 
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Divis ion of Archives and History 919/733-6545 
OTY OR TOWN STATE 

Raleigh North Carolina 27611 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

X-GOOO 

X.FAIR 

JU3ETERI0RATED 

_ R U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

^UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

^ORIGINAL SITE 

MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Jersey Baptist Church Cemetery, located i n south Davidson County, contains about 225 
gravestones, of which about 50 are of local craftsmanship. The gravestones are loosely 
scattered throughout a large area, indicating many graves which lack monuments. The 
ea r l i e s t dated gravestone has a death date of 1772, and there are a large group of 
la t e eighteenth century headstones by several talented anonymous stonecutters which 
u t i l i z e the basic German design idiom found i n north Davidson County but are inscribed 
i n English, often with verse epitaphs. The most d i s t i n c t i v e of these stonecutters is 
referred to as the "Colon Master" because of his habit of separating each word with a 
colon. The following gravestones, grouped by schools, are most s i g n i f i c a n t : 

"Early Phase" ^ . • 

"Colon Master"--earliest stonecutter 

Arthur Onail 
Nansey Sloan •'•'̂  • 
Nancey Smith ' ' 
Ann Cunningham 
Hugh McCrarey 
Jozeph Cunningham Junior 

monogrammed tympana , " 

Susanah McCrary r 
Ann Cunningham 
Jane Moore 
Henry Sloan Senior 
J. H a z l i t t 

•t: 

-1779 
1772-1772 
1779-1785 

: -1803 
-1785 
-1803 

-1800 
-1794 
-1776 
-1793 
-178? 

semicircular tympana without monograms 

William H. Smith 
George A. Smith 
Azariah Merrell 
Mandy J. M i l l e r 

Miscellaneous 

Ebenezer S. Feezor 
Peter Smith M i l l e r 
Margret Smith 
John Whitaker 

Hester Word 
Margret Ward 
Jane Park 

1828-1829 
1833- 1839 
1777-1844 
1834- 1837 

1837- 1848 
1838- 1838 
1816-1840 

-1799 

1804- ? 
1818- ? 
1797-1843 

semicircular 
semicircular 
semicircular 
semicircular 
semicircular 
semicircular 

monogrammed 
monogrammed 
monogrammed 
monogrammed 
monogrammed 
monogrammed 

tympanum 
tympanum 
tympanum 
tympanum 
tympanum 
tympanum 

simple geometric shape—monogrammed tympanum 

simple. geometric shape -r 'i 
coffin-shaped stone 
coffin-shaped stone 
semicircular monogrammed tympanum, a t t r . 

to Samuel Watson of York Co., South 
Carolina 

Pierced Tradition 
Pierced Tradition 
urn-and-willow style with Swisegood School 

influence--attr. to Nathan Parkes, the 
"Modern Master" . 
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Professional Marble Stones 

Manne McLelland 

Barbara Long 

John March 
Robert Bradshaw 

-1803 marble ledger, signed "J. H a l l " (of 
Charleston, S.C.) 

1788-1846 urn-and-willow s t y l e , signed "Lauder, 
Fa y e t t e v i l l e " 

1782-1847 "Classical" style 
-1853 "Classical" s t y l e , signed "G. Vogler, 

Salisbury N.C." 



SIGNIFICANCE NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400 1499 

—1500 1599 

— 1600-1699 

^1700 -1799 

^ 1 8 0 0 1899 

—1800-

AREAS OF SIGNinCANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_>RCHEULUGYPREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

—ARCHITECTURE 

5-ART 

—COMMERCE .̂:r..'̂ ,M. 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

_POUTICS/COVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

l isCULPTURE 

—SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPEOFYI 

J. Hdil, Geol^ge lAud&¥, U. M&gL&V 
SPECIFIC DATES various STONECUTTERS: and unlcnown others 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Jersey Baptist Church, established about 1755, i s the oldest religious congregation i n 
Davidson County. I t was established by Particular Baptists from New Jersey, but u n t i l 
the raid-nineteenth century was used by local Presbyterians and Episcopalians as well 
as Baptists. The r i c h land i n the v i c i n i t y encouraged the formation of large, .ji^ 
prosperous farms, and numerous imported marble gravestones, beginning i n the early ' i 
nineteenth century, are proof of community wealth. 

-HKT 

v-

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A,C Derives primary significance from the unique c o l l e c t i o n of f o l k gravestones by 
local stonecutters erected here i n the l a t e eighteenth and f i r s t h a l f of the 
nineteenth centuries. These highly decorative soapstone gravestones with f o l k 
symbols for resurrection and ete r n i t y represent the height of f o l k a r t accom­
plishment w i t h i n the c r a f t community of the Anglo-German farmers of north 
Davidson County. 

Contains a large number of lat e eighteenth century locally-made gravestones which 
represent a Scotch-Irish adaptation of the t r a d i t i o n a l German design idiom, a 
s t r i k i n g gravestone by the "Modern Master," a stone a t t r i b u t e d to a York County, 
South Carolina stonecutter, and one signed by George Vogler, early Salisbury, 
N.C. stonecutter. 
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QMAJOR BIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

N/A I 

BQG DGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Approx. 3 1/2 acres ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES 

A Q L U \ 5 \ ( > , 2 \ 2 , 2 , 0 \ I 3. 9i 5,4] 3. 1,01 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
Cl • I I i • 1 • • i I . I . I • • i 

BLXJ I I . 1 . • i I • I . I • . ! 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

oLJ I I • i • • 1 I • i . i • • I VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The cemetery boundaries include an area of roughly 3 1/2 acres with the approximate 
dimensions of 350 feet by 400 feet i n a rectangular configuration as shown on the 
U.S. Geological Survey map, Southmont, N.C. Quadrangle. 
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Multiple Resource Area 
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Name Davidson County Mnlt-ipIp Rp.gnnrrp Arpa 
State NORTH CAROLINA 

Nomination/Type of Review Entered I n the / Date/Signature 

National Register L J / / -r / 
21. Abbott's Creek Primitive Baptist -cr^Keeper ^ ^ y ^ U Z * ^ - ^ ^ . ^ / / / o / S y 

Church Cemetery , f 

Entered I n the .^"^^^ 

22. Beck's Reformed Chufth Cemetery^"*'^ Register ^^Teeper r?dt-^^-^^^*^yc^ y^/jajs^ 

Attest 

23. Bethany Reformed and Lutheran Church wMCeeper (C^^t(M>^v,..^/^yc<.^ yJ'<'Jyy 
Cemetery jr„-J In tKff 

i .ational Register Attest 

24. Emanuel United Church of Christ /^T^eeper /p^LuC-iy-^^fS^^^^J V^" A / 
Ce'^^tery Hat^rea i n the 

Hationai fie^idtor Attest 

25. Fair Grove Methodist Church Cemetery -/Veeper QA-^-^^^-Z^-^^^ ''MU^ 

i ' a t i o i ^ Eejiu^or Attest 

26. Jersey Baptist Church Cemeterff ^^Tteeper (^^y(JL*J,.'K^^-^^^^'^^^^^ y / f o j f ^ 
Entered I n t t e 
National Register Attest 

27. Pilgrim Reformed Church Cemetery ^*fteeper ^Jy^u/4:-..^^..,fS'*^^<^^^ ^/<''/%</ 
Entered I n tEff • 
National Register Attest 

28. St. Luke's Lutheran Church Cemetery .^^eeper tCp{/.^£*^—^^iS-^z^,^7/J/py 

• iincured In tEa Attest 
National fiegiater , ~2 ~Z 

29. Spring H i l l Methodist Protestant Alfeeper (C^f^Z-^-^-^-^?<^s^.c.>^/w 
Church Cemetery , , . -p- ^ d 

yatiOJial EvjlL-ter Attest 

30. Waggoner Graveyard /TTeeper ,0<^^^o^-^^>^y^^^yU-,>..^ 
i . - i ' - . j . - . . i i . . i . l 'T 

- • - l^atlciiAa, £'..^idtar Attest 
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Federal Agency: 
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Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? C] yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZI good 

CZ fair 

1 I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CZ unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CZ summary paragraph 
CZ completeness - ' ' ... 
CZ clarity " .-
CZ alterations/integrity . _ . . ; i . . . 
CZ dates . 
CZ boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specif ic dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZ summary paragraph 
CZ completeness H_|^ . ; 
CZ clarity ? 
CH applicable criteria 
CZ justification of areas checked 
CZ relating significance to the resource • ' 
CZ context 
CZ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ justification of exception 
CZ other ' ' •" 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CZ Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000444 


