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X—UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 
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i iORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fair Grove Methodist Church Cemetery i s a large cemetery containing about 400 grave­
stones. A small group of approximately 15, located beneath ancient cedar trees i n 
fr o n t of the church, contain the e a r l i e s t , l o c a l l y made gravestones. The oldest of 
these has a death date of 1829, and i s s i g n i f i c a n t because i t i s probated to a stone­
cutter named Thomas Fisher, and i s the only known gravestone by him. The design, a 
semicircular tynqianum with f o i l s , was perhaps influenced by the gravestones of David 
Sowers at Pilgrim Church. A group of six of these early gravestones, which have 
simple classical designs and professional l e t t e r i n g , are cut from s l a t e - l i k e stone 
similar to that used at Pilgrim Church. These date i n the 1840s, and may be by the 
"Modern Master." The two fi n e s t locally-made gravestones are the headstones of 
Margaret and George Hoover, also dated 1829, which represent the height of the Swise­
good School achievement. The following gravestones, grouped by schools, are most 
s i g n i f i c a n t : 

Swisegood School 

Margaret Hoover 
George Hoover 

Pierced Tradition 

Sarah Dobson 

1761-1829 
1761-1829 

1786-1836 

Thomas Fisher 

Doctor Wm. Dobson 

Simple geometric shape 

Polly Lee 

1797-1829 

1767-1849 
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—OTHER (SPEOFYI 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES various STONECUTTERS: unknown 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ' - -

Fair Grove Methodist Church, the f i r s t known Methodist congregation i n Davidson 
County, was established by 1828 when John Myres deeded land for a church building. 

Footnote 

Sink and Matthews, Pathfinders Past and Present: A History of Davidson County, 
North Carolina, 161. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A,C Derives primary significance from the unique c o l l e c t i o n of f o l k gravestones by 
local stonecutters erected here i n the l a t e eighteenth and f i r s t h a l f of the 
nineteenth centuries. These highly decorative soapstone gravestones with f o l k 
symbols for resurrection and et e r n i t y represent the height of f o l k a r t accom­
plishment with i n the c r a f t community of the Anglo-German farmers of north 
Davidson County. 

Represents the limited impact of local stonecutters i n the church cemeteries 
established l a t e r i n the nineteenth century, yet contains two of the f i n e s t 
examples of the "Pierced Style" i n the county. 



SITE PLAN 

1—r i 
. 1 . 1 ! 1 • 1 1 N i i "* 1 ' I ' ' 1 • 

1 , L 

: ! ' t 
. 1 

1 I \ 

i ; 
• 1 

i 

' I ' ' 

i 1 
1 

1 
1 1 1 ... 1 I 

— 1 i 
1 

1 1 i 

! 1 
1 < 1 i 

1 — ~-—~ '— 1 1 1 

• 
1 — 1 

• ' 
1 ' — 1 . 

— h •"- 1 1 1 ; ! 
I , — 

— 1 

i 1 

i i i ! 1 

1 ! 1 1 ; 1 , 1 
r 1 t 1 1 j 1 

Ui— < ;o7( 1 — 1 - -H — 

h i 1 
' — r 

! 
1 

l~' 1 

~* —I— 
1 

—1 : -1 L — _ 
1 

j r- r 
1 

—. 
r -BRr 1 

— — 1—' 1 
r -BRr 11 m 

— r 

• 
i 1 

— —' 1 f TYINTI FICAN [ T 
— h • 1 •' li TLtarrri FICAN F X 

L — 

NR.MONUMKNTfa fit 
— 

• 
— 

' 1 

— ( 1 U II 
; - — . — u 

— 1 1—' 1 
- — . — u 

.h 
u 

0 i u 
1 

' ! r * 
1 

1 
r 1 i —1 ... — * 

1 , 
*̂  . '~~ t 

D "-—1 — 1—' i D N 
i 1 i \ 

: ' 

• 
1—' — 1 1 

i t 1 

i 1 1—' 

• 
1 

t — 
— 1 ' 1 • : 

: • 
{ ! 

1 

1 
— t - — ( I I 1 

1 _—, 1 1 

1 1 1 1 i 1 i 1 1 

no t to sca le 

Q M A J O R BIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Sink, M. Jewell and Matthews, Mary Green. Pathfinders Past and Present: A History 
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1972.) 
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3GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY A p p r O X 2 1 / 2 a c r e S 

UTM REFERENCES ' -4 

A | 2 ^ I 5|8.3| 2.3.01 |3.9t6,7|6 5. 0| 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L i J I I I I . . I I . I . I • • 1 

B L J i i . 1 . . I I • i . I • . I 
ZONE EASTINd NORTHING 

o L J I I • I . . I I • I • i . • i 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
The cemetery boundaries include an area of roughly 2 1/2 acres with the approxi­
mate dimensions of 300 feet by 600 feet by 500 feet i n a riangular configuration 
as shown on the U.S. Geological Survey map. Fair Grove, N.C. Quadrangle. 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
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Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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7. Description 

Condition 
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8. Significance 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle nanfie 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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• T i l . ' • . 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 
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