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I DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED iiuNALTERED JXORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED _ M 0 V E D DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The ( F o r m e r ) F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company B u i l d i n g c. 1853 i s 
s i t u a t e d on the t r i a n g u l a r l o t c r e a t e d by t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f O l d and Hay 
S t r e e t s i n d o w n t o w n F a y e t t e v i l l e . Remnants o f e igh teen th century s t r e e t 
p a t t e r n s , the two s t r e e t s converged to form a po in t which dur ing the a n t e b e l l u m 
p e r i o d m a r k e d t h e c e n t e r p o i n t between the town's wholesale grocery and dry 
goods d i s t r i c t s . The exis tence o f a l o c a l mutual insurance company, housed i n a 
S t o r e f r o n t w h i c h i s a uniquely-shaped example o f the Greek Reviva l commercial 
venacular , t e s t i f i e s to the economic, i n d u s t r i a l , and m e r c a n t i l e p r o s p e r i t y o f 
1830s-1850s F a y e t t e v i l l e . 

The t w o - s t o r y wedge-shaped b r i c k b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y had f o u r bay f r o n t 
f e n e s t r a t i o n which w i t h the presence o f 6/1 sash windows remains i n t a c t on t h e 
s e c o n d s t o r y . F i r s t f l o o r f e n e s t r a t i o n cons is t s o f a s i n g l e door, p i c t u r e 
window, and a n a r r o w w i n d o w w i t h t w o - l i g h t t r a n s o m n e a r t h e e a s t e n d , 
r e p l a c e m e n t s f o r t h e two o r i g i n a l s i n g l e center windows and f l a n k i n g pa i red 
door-window combinat ions. F i r s t f l o o r openings a r e c o v e r e d by a p r o t e c t i v e 
r e c t a n g u l a r a w n i n g above the main entrance which i s adorned w i t h a d v e r t i s i n g 
signs f o r goods such as magazines, newspapers, candies and tobacco o f f e r e d f o r 
s a l e w i t h i n . Above t h e b r i c k w a l l s , which are now stuccoed, i s a g u t t e r and 
th ree - s tep squared c o r n i c e . C a p p i n g t h e e n t i r e b u i l d i n g i s a s t a n d i n g 
seam-covered t i n h i p r o o f which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the Greek R e v i v a l . 

The west end o f the b u i l d i n g — n e a r e s t the t r i a n g u l a r point—bears a s i n g l e 
f i r s t - s t o r y p i c t u r e window covered by a f a b r i c awning. I t i s surmounted to r o o f 
l e v e l by a d d i t i o n a l s i gns . 

The only other exposed side i s to the rear or n o r t h which i s skewed to tha t 
on the f r o n t or south. I t was probably two-bay at one t i m e b u t some w i n d o w s 
have been b r i c k e d o v e r and t h e openings s ca t t e r ed . The f i r s t f l o o r bears a 
s i n g l e door a t the east end and a p i c t u r e window and transomed door to the w e s t . 
Two w i n d o w o p e n i n g s a r e s t i l l present on the second-story l e v e l ; the l e f t i s 
s ix -over -one and the r i g h t screened and hooded. On the e x t e r i o r , t h e ( F o r m e r ) 
F a y e t t e v i l l e M u t u a l Insurance Company B u i l d i n g i s s t r a g h t f o r w a r d , s imple , and 
f u n c t i o n a l , and bears no decora t ive f e a t u r e s . 

The i n t e r i o r has been t ransformed i n t o sales space and a g r i l l . The f i r s t 
f l o o r i s one la rge t r a p e z o i d a l room which has an end d i n i n g area as w e l l as t h e 
above -named f e a t u r e s . I t has a cyma r e c t a molding near the c e i l i n g . The 
u p s t a i r s i s access ib le by a narrow s t r a i g h t s t a i r c a s e w h i c h r u n s a l o n g t h e 
i n s i d e o f the n o r t h w a l l . U p s t a i r s , p a r t i t i o n s have been erected to provide f o r 
h a l l , k i t c h e n , o f f i c e , s torage and bathroom f a c i l i t i e s — t r u l y maximum use o f 
l i m i t e d f l o o r space! I t i s on the second-story l e v e l where the o r i g i n a l chimney 
f l u e , p l a s t e r e d w a l l s , and simple wide wooden w i n d o w s u r r o u n d s a r e v i s i b l e , 
desp i te the p a r t i t i o n s and modern c e i l i n g and f l o o r covers . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The F a y e t t e v i l l e M u t u a l I n s u r a n c e Company was formed i n 1853 to make 
p rope r ty and f i r e insurance a v a i l a b l e l o c a l l y r a the r than f r o m o u t - o f - t o w n o r 
o u t - o f - s t a t e agenc ies . One o f only two antebel lum s u r v i v a l s of the commercial 
venacular Greek R e v i v a l , the b u i l d i n g which housed t h e company was c e n t r a l l y 
l o c a t e d on Hay S t r e e t b e t w e e n the town's t h r i v i n g wholesale grocery and dry 
goods d i s t r i c t s . The f o r m a t i o n and growth o f the F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual I n s u r a n c e 
Company was made p o s s i b l e d u r i n g a p e r i o d o f economic p r o s p e r i t y , and was 
d i r e c t e d by l o c a l merchants and businessmen such as George M c N e i l l , w h o l e s a l e 
g r o c e r , and James K y l e , dry goods merchant. Fo l lowing general economic t r ends , 
the company prospered u n t i l the C i v i l War along w i t h the r e s t o f the c o m m u n i t y , 
b u t d e c l i n e d t h e r e a f t e r and d i s so lved i n the face o f a weak s ta tewide economy by 
1870, l eav ing the b u i l d i n g f r e e f o r a wide v a r i e t y o f commercial uses. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

The F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company, centra l ly located between Hay 
S tree t ' s wholesale grocery and dry goods d i s t r i c t s , was formed d u r i n g a 
p e r i o d of economic prosperity , making property and f i r e insurance—available 
i n p r e c e e d i n g d e c a d e s o n l y f r o m o u t - o f - t o w n o r o u t - o f - s t a t e 
companies—available l o c a l l y . 

Local merchants, businessmen, and p ro fe s s iona l s o f note , such as George 
M c N e i l l , and Thomas S. L u t t e r l o h , wholesale g r o c e r s , and James K y l e , d r y 
goods m e r c h a n t , served as o f f i c e r s and/or d i r e c t o r s o f the l o c a l insurance 
company. 

The two-s to ry t r a p e z o i d a l shaped b r i c k b u i l d i n g c. 1853 i s an example of the 
commercial vernacular G r e e k R e v i v a l w i t h i t s e v e n f o u r - b a y f r o n t and 
t i n - c o v e r e d h i p r o o f , one o f t h e o n l y two extant antebel lum commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s on the n o r t h side of Hay S t r e e t . 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company, which insured p roper ty against 
loss due p r i m a r i l y to f i r e , was o r i g i n a t e d i n 1853 against a b a c k d r o p o f l o c a l 
a n t e b e l l u m p r o s p e r i t y . At l eas t s i x l o c a l m i l l s were i n ope ra t i on by the 1850s 
w h i c h made F a y e t t e v i l l e t h e c e n t r a l f o c u s o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a ' s c o t t o n 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r y ^ Improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n came by way of r a d i a t i n g plank 
roads and steamboat t r a v e l . Merchants were encouraged and grocery and dry goods 
d i s t r i c t s were e s t ab l i shed west of the Market House on Hay S t r ee t . ^ A l l o f t h i s 
c o n t r i b u t e d to an economic c l ima te f avo rab l e f o r a l o c a l mutual f i r e i n s u r a n c e 
company. 

The m u t u a l p r i n c i p l e , where p o l i c y h o l d e r s became members of the i n s u r i n g 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , e l ec t ed o f f i c e r s and a board o f d i r e c t o r s a t an a n n u a l m e e t i n g , 
and s h a r e d i n the p r o f i t s , was adopted by North Caro l ina insurance companies i n 
the second decade of the n ine teen th c e n t u r y . F a y e t t e v i l l e r e s i d e n t s f i r s t 
s u b s c r i b e d to the North Caro l ina Mutual Insurance Company which between 1847 and 
1853 saved them an es t imated $30,000 over the same in su rance i n f o r e i g n j o i n t 
s t o c k . 3 By 1 8 5 3 , h o w e v e r , p r e m i u m s paid to the company by l o c a l r e s iden t s 
exceeded losses covered by about 5,000 to 6,000 d o l l a r s , and t h e same p e o p l e 
f e l t t h a t F a y e t t e v i l l e was " f a v o r a b l y s i t u a t e d " f o r her own insurance company. 
This l ed to the f o r m a t i o n o f the F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company.^ 

Many of those who served as o f f i c e r s and d i r e c t o r s o f the f l e d g l i n g company 
were l o c a l merchants, businessmen, and p r o f e s s i o n a l s , i n c l u d i n g George M c N e i l l , 
H . L . M y r o v e r , and Thomas S. L u t t e r l o h , a l l o f whom were wholesale grocers ; A. 
A. McKethan, who operated a ca r r i age maufac tory ; and James K y l e , a d r y goods 
m e r c h a n t . ^ The memory o f the f i r e s o f 1831, 1845 and 1846 were s t rong and the 
need f o r p roper ty and f i r e insurance e s s e n t i a l . 

Along w i t h the new business came the need f o r a c e n t r a l o f f i c e . On 17 June 
1853, s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e i r advert isements began to a p p e a r i n t h e F a y e t t e v i l l e 
O b s e r v e r , F a y e t t e v i l l e M u t u a l p u r c h a s e d a p a r c e l o f land i n f r o n t of the 
Methodis t Episcopal Church where Hay and Old s t r ee t s i n t e r s e c t . ^ The owner o f 
t h i s p r o p e r t y had been A r c h i b a l d Graham, whose own shop stood j u s t eas t . 
Subsequent t r a n s f e r s r evea l t ha t " the b u i l d i n g and o f f i c e s o f s a i d company" 
( c o n s t r u c t e d o f b r i c k ) w e r e s i t u a t e d thereupon; they were probably erected 
w i t h i n a year o f the 1853 p roper ty a c q u i s i t i o n . ^ 

IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

A l l of L ot 1, Block E, Map 78-2-3-4, Cross Creek Township, as 
o u t l i n e d i n red on map. See map section. 
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F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company f l o u r i s h e d d u r i n g t h e f i r s t h a l f 
decade o f i t s ex i s t ence . I n 1855, i t insured $882,228.00 wor th o f p roper ty and 
had $128,584.26 wor th o f premium notes on hand.^ By 1859 , t h e t o t a l s n e a r l y 
d o u b l e d t o $ 1 , 5 6 3 , 4 9 0 . 01 and $247,738.08, r e s p e c t i v e l y . Assets i n the same 
year—on the eve o f the C i v i l War—amounted t o $ 2 5 4 , 6 1 8 . 6 2 . ^ No d o u b t t h e 
company 's s t r a t e g i c downtown l o c a t i o n between the Hay St ree t grocery and the dry 
goods d i s t r i c t s c o n t r i b u t e d to i t s success. Evidence s u g g e s t s , t o o , t h a t t h e 
o p e r a t i o n s e x p a n d e d r e g i o n a l l y , since two d i r e c t o r s f rom Wilmington and two 
t r a v e l i n g agents were added around 1859.^^ They l i v e d up to the c l a im tha t t h e y 
were "es tab l i shed upon a founda t ion which could not be moved. "•'•^ 

I t seems, h o w e v e r , t h a t the success was s h o r t - l i v e d . By 1861, cash and 
other assets had dwindled to $5,077.36.^^ The company a d v e r t i s e d t h r o u g h t h e 
c l o s e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g year , but not t h e r e a f t e r . Several f a c t o r s may account 
f o r t h i s . F i r s t , t rade and manufacturers , as w e l l as r e l a t e d se rv ice c o m p a n i e s 
l i k e insurance agencies, had normal opera t ions i n t e r r u p t e d as C i v i l War a c t i v i t y 
i n t e n s i f i e d . Second, the l o c a l i n s u r a n c e company c o u l d n o t compe te w i t h 
economies o f sca le , l i k e Aetna Insurance Company of H a r t f o r d , Connec t icu t . This 
agency's adver t isement , which appeared alongside F a y e t t e v i l l e M u t u a l ' s i n t h e 3 
J a n u a r y 1861 F a y e t t e v i l l e Observer, l i s t e d assets o f $2,030,423.00 ($850,303.15 
cash) i n bank, Uni ted States , s t a t e , c i t y , and r a i l r o a d s t o c k s as w e l l as 
m o r t g a g e bonds, r e a l e s t a t e , and miscel laneous h o l d i n g s . This had a tendency to 
minimize the importance o f the l o c a l insurance c o m p a n y ' s $5 , 0 7 7 . 3 5 w o r t h o f 
assets . 

The o f f i c e s o f the F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company were sold to James 
Kyle i n 1869. The company seems to have been i n d i s s o l u t i o n and t h e r e f o r e s o l d 
t h e b u i l d i n g f a r below i t s face v a l u e . I t i s d o u b t f u l t ha t Kyle occupied the 
o l d headquarters , since he f o r many years operated out of a commodius l o c a t i o n 
a t t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e Market House. Kyle f a m i l y members owned the 
p rope r ty u n t i l 1895, a t which t ime i t was t r a n s f e r r e d t o W. B . M c M i l l a n . 
S u b s e q u e n t o w n e r s i n c l u d e A. E . Dixon , T i l d o n Walker, C. W. Sandrock, C. W. 
Rankin, and Charles B. T a y l o r , a l l of whom had l o c a l commercial , c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
insurance, and/or r e a l es ta te i n t e r e s t s . •'•̂  

The f o r m e r F a y e t t e v i l l e Mutual Insurance Company B u i l d i n g has been leased 
throughout the m a j o r i t y o f i t s l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 
h i s t o r y f o r a v a r i e t y o f purposes. U n t i l the second decade of the t w e n t i e t h 
cen tury , i t housed shoe shop opera t ions and g r a d u a l l y w e n t t o f o o d i t e m s and 
o f f i c e s . •'̂ ^ Since the 1920s i t has served as a news stand, f i r s t C. B. T a y l o r ' s 
News Company and now "Poin t News."^^ W i l l i a m W a r d , who c u r r e n t l y l e a s e s t h e 
b u i l d i n g , has w i t h h i s w i f e operated a combination n e w s s t a n d / g r i l l there f o r 
over t h i r t y years . •'•̂  
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1^1885 , 1 8 9 1 , 1 9 0 1 , 1 9 0 8 , and 1914 Sanborn Maps f o r F a y e t t e v i l l e , North 
C a r o l i n a . 

^^1924 and 1951 C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s f o r F a y e t t e v i l l e , North C a r o l i n a . 

l ^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h W i l l i a m and Helen Ward, by Linda Jasperse, 12 September 
1981, F a y e t t e v i l l e , North C a r o l i n a . 
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Multiple Resource Area dnr-11 
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Name Faye t t ev i l l e Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State North Carolina 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

' l . A t l a n t i c Coast Line Railroad Enteret t n fS*' /keeper - / / y A ^ , , ^ > ^ - t . w ^ 9 - / ' ^^^^-^ 
Station Honqi He^rlster 

Attest 

2. Barge's Tavern SuBs^an^ve leview Keeper ^X^/ ^ U k L h n . ?hkl 

Attest 

3 Camp Ground Methodist Church ^"tereS t n fEe ^ K ^ p e r y d ^ - ^ ^ y Q 
Mational Register '"^^^P^^ y " ^ - ^ 

Attest 

4, Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Sn+areJ Tn f t e ^^teeper 7/) / y > / ^ ( L - l - u - J ( y - j S ^ - y ^ 
Railway Passenger Depot National Eegleter / " 

Attest 
Entered In tiia 

5. Carolina Theater National Register ^gper ?/7/r \ y ] u l . ^ ^ X ^ p ^ y 

Entered In tEs Attest 
National Register watlonai heglster / . ^ 

6. Davis, John, House tlteeper If7 ,^ci.-^Q y ^ c 

Attest 
En bareS \v. 

1. Evans Mettopolitan AME Zion Uatlonal Eegleter Creeper 7 /? 5,yU^-i-<^ [<.yO^-
Church 

Attest 

8. Faye t t ev i l l e Ice and Manufacturing ^ -̂̂  <Tir^eper 7 / 7 / i /7 ( l ( J l - t . ^ </- ^S^^C^, 
Company: Plant and Engineer'sEnterefl Tn fB© ^ ' / • ^ ^ - ^ 
House National Register Attest 

9. Fayetteville Mutual Insurance Company deeper i/i ,^/J^^-^.->-^Q- 7^^^^^^ 
Entered In fKf? 
National Register Attest 

10. F i r s t Baptis t Church ^ ^ ,,.. f ^ e p e r •^/'/r3 / ( i d r u - ^ J / - ^ ^ . ^ 
KiivBreu ll, ^ v^-^ — / li' 
Natioual Eegleter attest 



P H O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S fVALiJATION / RETURN S H E E 

t*4 States 
lonai Park STriea 

Fayetteville Mutual Insurance Company 
Building (Fayetteville MRA) 
Cumberland County 
NOHTH CAROUNA 

Working No. 
F«d. Rag. Date: 

MAY 2 3 198 

resubmiss ion 
nomination by parson or iocs! govarnmant 
ownar objact ion 
appaal 

Substant ive Raviaw: sample request 

Date Due- C/-^^/£:!^ - -'/y/s 
Act ions. — £ ^ ^ C E P T 7 / ? / f > 

RETURN 
R E J E C T 

Federal Agency: 

Entered Tn 
National Register" 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . Qyynef of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary parsgraph 
completeness 
clarity 
a l t a r a t i o n s / S n t a a r i t v . .1 T-^'jJ'liiWlltttiifi^,. .1 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Pmrim4 Armmt ml lltwlllCMic« Cttmek am* Immttti hatam 

t^aamc dmtaa aiilHir ArahHmct 

VCart#fn#nt af M^nHlcAnoa (In a i w ^snH^m^l i ) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

A c r n g i ef nomlnnM property . 

Quadrangta nam* 

UMT R«tw«ncM 

V w t e l koundary rieaeriptloti and )u>tm«at le f i 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tha evaluatad ttgntftcartc* of thts propefty within the state ts 

rtetk>n«l state k>cai 

Historic pTMervation Officer signature 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 
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