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1. Name

historic Duke-Lawrence House

and/or common Lawrence House, Shoulars House

2. Location E af L o a AL M 305/5 ¢/

South side of NC 305/561, 0.6 mi. east of Junction with SR 152 o
street & number — not for publication
city, town Rich Square .. _X vicinity of congressional district ~ Second
state North Carolina code 037 county Northampton soils
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district ___ public X__ occupied ____agriculture ____ museum
X _ building(s) _X_ private - ___unoccupied ____commercial ___ park
____ structure ____both _X_work in progress _____ educational X private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment ___religious
____ object ____in process X yes: restricted ____ government ___ scientific

___ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted - industrial —_ transportation

no military ____other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. and Mrs. Edward Regan ; Telephone Number: (919) 539-2297

street & number Post Office Box 118

city, town Rich Square X vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

state North Carolina

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Northampton County Courthouse, Register of Deeds

street & number Jefferson Street

city, town Jackson state North Carolina

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

North Carolina State University School of Design/ Historic American
titte Buildings Survey has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X no

date 1964 ____federal _X _ state —_county ___ local

depository for survey records ~ North Carolina State University School of Design

city, town Raleigh state North Carolina




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—___excellent —deteriorated __X unaltered _ X original site

-1 good — Fuins — altered — moved date N—
— fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Duke-Lawrence House, currently under renovation after a period of neglect,
is an atypical Georgian dwelling. The house is located approximately two miles east
of the town of Rich Square in a grove of trees at the end of a lane. The one-and-a-
half-story building has a "T"-shaped plan with the top of the "T" being constructed
of brick and the stem of the "T" being frame with a brick end, which contains the
chimney. Both portions of the house contain interior chimneys and gable roofs, which
are presently covered with tin. The brick, eastern, portion of the house is probably
unique in North Carolina domestic architecture. Its east elevation rises a full two
stories in height while its west elevation is only one story, with a narrow dormer
having originally been placed in the sloping roof at the second floor level near each
end of this elevation. The frame portion of this house was constructed first, but
the workmanship and detailing of the larger brick portion are like those of the frame
portion, indicating that the same builder was responsible for both.

The brick, eastern, part of the house is laid in Flemish bond, both above and
below the molded water table. Most of the headers are glazed. At the first floor
level, the four, evenly-spaced windows on the east elevation and the doorway on the
south elevation are surmounted by rubbed-brick, segmental arches, while the two windows
located near the ends of west elevation are topped by jack arches. The second-floor
windows, which exist only on the two-story, east elevation, are topped by soldier-
coursed arches. Above the basement windows and door the brick is simply laid in courses.,
The inside walls of the basement are English bond.

The foundation and brick chimney end of the earlier, western, frame wing of the
house are also laid in Flemish bond with most of the headers being glazed. The brick
chimney end, at the west end of the wing, has an unmolded water table on its west
elevation, and corbeled brick, of which two courses are exposed below the existing bed
molding of the cornice, on the north and south (side) elevations. The remainder of
the north and south elevations are sided with beaded weatherboards put on with drawn-
point, "L'"-headed nails. The two shed dormers which survive on the south elevation
of this wing date from the nineteenth century. There were originally three, taller,
narrower dormers on both the north and south elevations which corresponded with the
fenestration at the first floor level of this wing.

Each floor of the brick, eastern, part of the house is divided into two rooms.
The north basement room is entered by a doorway located at ground level in the east
elevation. This room contains, at its north end, a large, cooking fireplace in which
the weight of the chimney above is carried by an interior brick arch as well as by the
massive wooden lintel. In either side of the interior of the fireplace, immediately
below the springing of the arch, there is a small, pointed niche similar to those in
the Newbold-White House in Perquimans County. There is original iron, used for cooking,
surviving at the back of the fireplace. Running from east to west across the ceiling,
near the center of the room, is a large beam. The ceiling joists are parallel to the
beam and have a half-round bead on their lower edges. The joists to the north of the
beam rest on a plate laid into the brick, while the joists to the south of the beam
are mortised into a wooden sill. Much of the original plaster survives in this room
and shelves, installed prior to plastering, are located on the south wall. The low-
ceilinged, south basement room is entered through a low opening located near the
center of the wall between the two basement rooms. In the center of the south room

is a large, approximately-square pit surrounded at floor level by a worn brick edge on
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which rests a large wooden frame. The four boards which comprise the frame stand on
their narrower edge, with the top edge of the boards on the north and south sides each
having three notches. The chimney footing, located at the south end of the room, is
filled in with bricks laid in English bond.

The two first-floor rooms in the brick part of the house are at different levels.
This accounts for the different window heights at this story on the east elevation. The
south room, which is above the basement room containing the pit, is at a lower level
than the north room, which is above the kitchen. The two rooms are connected by a
doorway located at the east end of the wall between them. Three steps lead down from
this doorway into the south room. In the early 1930s the original interior paneling
and woodwork were removed from the house and installed in 1937 in Willow Oaks in Rich-
mond, Virginia. Five interior photographs taken in 1932 before the paneling and wood-
work were removed are extant. The woodwork that is presently in the house was installed
soon after 1932 and is extremely plain and scanty.

In the north first-floor room the chimney is flanked on the left (west) by a
closet, which contains its original plaster and some of its original shelving. To the
right (east) of the chimney a half-turn stair leads to the second floor. This stairwell
also contains original plaster. The fireplace opening has been closed up but the
arched outline of the opening can still be seen. There was no hearth originally, but
there was a hearth in place when the present, wide, circular-sawed, heart-yellow-pine
floor boards were installed. The 1932 photograph of the chimney wall shows a fully-
paneled wall with an arched fireplace opening and two doors to the right of the fireplace.
The door to the extreme right in the photograph corresponds to the existing location of
the stair which leads to the second floor.

In the south first—floor room the chimney projects into the room and is flanked
on the left (east) by an exterior doorway. Here too, the fireplace opening has been
closed up but the arched outline of the opening can be seen. A doorway located at the
north end of the west wall of the room connects it with the frame wing. The 1932
photograph of the chimney wall in this room shows a fully-paneled wall with an arched
fireplace opening in the center, flanked on the left by a doorway and on the right by
a glass-doored cabinet. The 1932 photograph also shows a paneled dado and a paneled
and/or shuttered window reveal at the south end of the west wall,

The two second-floor rooms are at the same level. The stairwell rises into the
northeast corner of the north room and contains some of its original plaster. The
adjacent north wall framing, lath, and some plaster are original, including the closet
opening at the west end of the wall. Behind the north wall the chimmey steps back to
the gable. There is, and was, no fireplace in this room. The location of an original
dormer can be seen near the north end of the sloping west wall. The second-floor rooms
in the brick part of the house are connected by a doorway near the center of the wall
between the rooms. The south wall of the south room is flush, with a closet, containing
some original plaster, to the east of the chimney. The fireplace opening has been
closed up. A doorway located at the north end of the sloping west wall of the room con-
nects it with the frame wing. There have never been baseboards in either of these rooms;
the plastered walls continue down to the floor. Some original floor boards survive
under the eave on the west. Their edges were planed and form a butt joint.
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The earlier frame wing is three bays wide with the eastern, or inner bay on
both sides being a doorway leading into a passage at the top of the stem of the "T".
The 1932 photograph of this passage shows an open, half-turn-with-landings stair rising
against the east wall and returning against the west. A paneled dado rose with the
closed-string stair. The triangular area below the stringboard, the closet door under
the stair, and the dado on the north wall were also paneled. The stair had square-in-
section newels and turned, non-symmetrical balusters.

The remainder of the first floor of the frame wing is occupied by a large room
with a chimney at its west end. The chimney wall is flush, with a recessed closet on
either side of the central chimney. Here again, the fireplace opening has been closed up
but the arched outline of the opening can be seen. Both closets contain their original
plaster and the one on the north has outlines of its original shelving. The 1932
photograph of this chimney wall shows a fully-paneled wall with an arched fireplace
opening, with a door to each side. The photograph also shows a paneled dado at the west
end of the north wall.

The second floor of the frame wing has the same plan as the first. There is a
passage, into which the stair originally rose and which is connected to the south room
of the second floor of the brick part of the house, and a larger room to the west. The
passage was originally lighted by one tall, narrow dormer in both the north and the
south slopes of the roof. The dormer in the south slope of the roof has been enlarged
to its present configuration. The west room originally had two dormers in each slope of
the roof. At present, one enlarged dormer is located in the south slope. The 1932
photograph of the west, chimney wall shows a partially-paneled wall with an arched fire-
place in the center flanked on either side by a low closet. The removal of the paneling
exposed Flemish-bond brickwork on the interior of the brick end wall. The chimney is
laid in English bond and the interior of the fireplace retains some of its original
plaster. The original fireplace floor survives and is brick laid in a basket weave
pattern. The fireplace is extremely deep and has never had a hearth. The original,
mitered firebead is still in place in front of the fireplace opening. The original
floor boards have been removed from this wing except under the side walls and the eaves.
The plastered walls continue down to the floor. There were no baseboards. Above the
fireplace opening, the chimney steps toward the gable.

The basement of the frame wing is unfinished. Here, as in the attic, the
interior walls are Flemish bond and the chimney footing is English bond. The chimney
footing is filled in with bricks laid in English bond. There are two windows in the
foundation walls. One near the west end of the south elevation and the other, contain-
ing partof an original grille, near the middle of the north elevation. In addition
to the two windows, there are two larger openings in the foundation. One, located in
the wall between the frame wing and the south basement room of the brick part of the
house, connects the two at basement level. It once contained a door which opened into
the south basement room, as there is evidence of hinges and a keeper on that side of
the frame. The other large opening is near the center of the south elevation.

The basement window grilles in the brick part of the house are of the same
design as the surviving fragment in the frame wing. The grilles are divided in half
by a mullion and the edges of the mullion and the inner edges of the frame are molded.
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In each half of the grille four, heavy, square-in-section bars are set vertically on
the diagonal.

No original or old sash or doors survive. However, all of the window jambs and
the door jamb on the south elevation of the brick part are original. On all of these
original jambs, the exterior architraves, including the backband molding, are part of
the jambs. They are not applied but are part of the same piece of wood.

The same, simple, box cornice is found on both the frame and brick portions of
the building.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture _____economics —literature —sculpture

__1600-1699 _ X architecture — education — military —_social/

_X 1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering ____music humanitarian

. 1800-1899 ____ commerce ___ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—1900- ____ communications _ industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Duke-Lawrence House is one of the relatively few brick Georgian houses
surviving in the state from the second half of the eighteenth century and the unusual
roofline of the house probably makes it unique in North Carolina domestic architecture.
Except for the removal of the interior woodwork, which was subsequently installed in
Willow Oaks in Richmond, Virginia, in the 1930s, the house has remained relatively
unchanged. The basement and second floor, or attic, contain invaluable information
about construction techniques and practices of the mid-eighteenth century. Despite the
removal of the interior woodwork, the house retains much of its original fabric and
character.

Criteria Assessment:

A. Representative of the development and growing prosperity of eighteenth century
plantation life in the northeastern part of North Carolina.

B. Associated with members of the prominent John Duke family. It is John Duke who is
though to have built the house during the third quarter of the eighteenth century.

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of an atypical Georgian dwelling with a
brick addition that is probably unique in eighteenth century North Carolina domestic
architecture: the east elevation rises a full two stories in height while its west
elevation is only one.

D. 1Is likely to yield information about eighteenth and nineteenth century plantation
life.



9. Major Bibliographical References

The Magazine Antiques (January 1948). Cited in Millhiser, Ross R. Letter to E. Frank

Stephenson, Jr., September 16, 1974. AEREAEE Eég'i \JER!F!EB
10. Geographical Data LTM _NOT VERIFIED
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominatedrvpropergy is shgwn on the attached "Plat Showing Property of Edward & Mildred

S. Regan, Rich Square T. P., Northampton County, Scale 1'"=100'--October 8, 1979." See
attached deeds: Murfreesboro Historical Association, Inc. to Edward Regan and wife Mildred

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Architectural description: Margaret Long Stephenson, Consultant
nameftitle Significance: Walter Best, Researcher
Division of Archives and History

organization Archaeology and Historic Preservation date June 24, 1980
street & number 109 E. Jones Street telephone /33-6545
city or town Raleigh, state North Carolina

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national _)E__ state ____local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Regls d certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Consg on and RQNO}/SW

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer date  August 6, 1980

GPO 938 83%
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One of the most unusual and outstanding Georgian dwellings in North Carolina,
the Duke-Lawrence House reflects the increasing economic prosperity of eighteenth
century plantation life found in the northeastern portion of the state. Constructed
for John Duke in two separate phases, the house was originally a typical Georgian
story-and-a-half dwelling which was enlarged by a two-story brick addition with
atypical features: a split-level floor arrangement and a sloping one-story roofline
to the rear. Through the years Duke enlarged his original 1,250 acre holding to an
excess of 6,000 acres. Today, the Duke-Lawrence House stands as the single most
important example of this period remaining in Northampton County.

The Duke Lawrence House is located approximately two miles east of Rich Square,
about 750 feet south of state highways 561 and 305. It is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Regan, formerly of Frenchtown, New Jersey, who have recently moved into the structure.
It was acquired by the couple from the Murfreesboro Historical Association, Inc. and
the heirs of Dr. Quinton E. Cooke, Sr.

The Regans are the last of a series of owners of the house which stretches
back to the first half of the eighteenth century.l Though it is traditionally believed
by many that William Maule, a surveyor general for the colony under Governor Charles
Eden, built the original frame portion of the house in l716,2 all architectural evidence
indicates that John Duke constructed the frame west section sometime shortly after 1747.
Duke acquired the tract from William Cathcart, son-in-law of Maule.3

Duke paid Cathcart & 370 for the 1,250 acre tract along Catawisky swamp in 1747.
The purchase price, plus the fact that in the conveyance the property was referred to
as "Somersett" strongly supports the argument that some form of improvement was then
situated on the tract.# The improvement, however, was probably not in any way connected
with the present house, due to the lack of physical evidence predating 1747.

John Duke was originally a planter from Nansemond County, Virginia.5 In
addition to the Cathcart conveyance, he acquired a number of other tracts and at one
time owned in excess of 6,000 acres.® In 1749 Duke was appointed a justice of the
peace within the county of Northampton.7 He also was appointed sheriff in 1753,
serving in that capacity for several gears.8 The wealthy planter married Sarah Peele,
a Quaker, and they had six daughters.

John Duke died in 1787. He left his wife a life estate to his property but
willed the plantation on which he lived to his daughter Mary Duke Lawrence, wife of
John Lawrence.

According to a 1964 publication of the North Carolina State School of Design,
the Lawrences were credited with the next major improvement to the house. Sometime
between 1787 and 1796, they reputedly constructed the brick eastern section giving the
entire edifice a "T-shaped configuration." However, recent on-site surveys tend to
support the belief that, though the frame portion of the house was constructed first,
the workmanship and detailing of the larger brick portion are like those of the frame
section, indicating that the same builder was responsible for both.1? - Further proof
of John Duke's role in construction may be found in his will: At one point, he
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referred to his abode as "my new home."

In its heyday the house sported two porches neither of which remains. It has
chimneys in each end of the T-shaped wings, each containing two fireplaces with the
flue in the upper fireplace being split for the flue in the bottom one. The entire
structure rests on a solid brick foundation.l3

Mary Lawrence died in 1817, surviving her spouse by 21 years. In her will,
she equally divided all her lands between Thomas Duke Lawrence and Josephus D. W.
Lawrence.l4 This was Mary's personal estate; her husband's
estate had been divided among his heirs by his will.l5 Josephus D. W. Lawrence took
the land to the south of the road "leading from Rich Square to Winton" as his inheritance.
This parcel included the house tract.l6

Sometime between 1823 and 1830 Thomas D. Lawrence moved to Halifax County.17
Although not listed in the 1830 census for Northampton, his name appears on an 1823 tax
list as being a resident of Northampton County along with his brother. Thomas owned
400 acres and Josephus was listed as owning 412 acres.

In 1835 Josephus Lawrence died and left to his son William Thomas Lawrence, a
minor, his entire estate. Thomas D. Lawrence was named and appointed guardian and
agent for his nephew.1 In 1839, Thomas D. Lawrence conveyed 400 acres on the southeast
side of Catawisky swamp to Amos R. Peele. Thomas, acting as guardian for his nephew,
William, conveyed the estate of his late brother, consisting of over 596 acres to Peele
in 1850 at a foreclosure sale.20 From 1851 until 1939 the house was owned in succession
by the Elliot, Shoular, and Chappell families. In 1932, while R. A. Chappell owned the
home, Mr. and Mrs. Ross Millhiser of Richmond, Virginia had the original interior 21
paneling and woodwork removed and later installed in their home, '"Willow Oaks" in 1937.

In 1929 and 1937, Dr. Q. H. Cooke purchased the house and surrounding tract from
the Shoulars and Chappells. It remained in the Cooke family until 1974, In July of that
year, James T. Cooke of Murfreesboro and Dr. Q. E. Cooke, Jr. of Hendersonville, Tennessee,
donated the structure to the Murfreesboro Historical Association, Inc., as a memorial to
their father, Dr. Q. E. Cooke, Sr., a son of Q. H. Cooke,22

In two deeds registered on November 20, 1979, the Murfreesboro Historical
Association, Inc. conveyed .56 acres on which the house was situated to Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Regan and the Cooke heirs deeded 1.7 acres of surrounding farm land to the
present owners.

The old home stands no longer vacant at the time of writing and the encompassing
acreage of which it was once a part is still an active farm. 24
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lWilliam Cathcart to John Duke, 1747, Deed Book 1, p. 317; James and Mary
Wood to John Duke, 1736, Deed Book 2, p. 263; John Duke to Mary Lawrence, 1787,
Will Book 1, p. 464; Mary Lawrence to Thomas D. Lawrence and Josephus D. W. Lawrence,
1817, Will Book 3, p. 197; Agreement between Thomas D. Lawrence and Josephus D. W.
Lawrence, 1833, Deed Book 26, p. 70; Josephus D. W. Lawrence to William Thomas Lawrence,
Minor, and Thomas D. Lawrence, guardian and agent, 1835, Will Book 4, p. 126; Thomas
D.Lawrence to Amos R. Peele, 1839, Deed Book 28, p. 367; Thomas D. Lawrence, guardian
of William T. Lawrence, to Amos R. Peele, 1850, Deed Book 33, p. 409; Amos R. Peele
to Elias Elliott, 1851, Deed Book 34, p. 186; Lee Shoulars received lot 6 of Elias
Elliott's estate, 1890, Deed Book 90, p. 2; Lee L. Shoulars to Voyt A. Shoulars and
Troy V. Shoulars, 1918, Will Book 9, p. 129; Troy V. and Ruth Estelle Shoulars to R. A.
Chappell, 1928, Deed Book 229, p. 427; Voyt A. Shoulars to Dr. Q. H. Cooke, 1929, Deed
Book 228, p. 172; R. A. and Jessie Parker Chappell to Dr. Q. H. Cooke, 1937, Deed Book
252, p. 254; Q. H. Cook to Dr. Q. E. Cooke, Manning P. Cooke, and Dr. Charles S. Cooke,
1959, Will Book 12, p. 524; Manning P. and wife Brett Cooke, Charles S. Cooke and wife
Dorothy to Quinton E. Cooke, 1961, Deed Book 459, p. 296; Quinton E. Cooke heirs to
to the Murfreesboro Historical Association, 1974, newspaper clippings, Noxthampton
County Times News; The Murfreesboro Historical Association, Inc., to Edward and Mildred
S. Regan, 1979, Deed Book 396, p. 455; Quinton E. Cooke Jr. and wife, Jacquelyn N. Cooke
and James T, Cooke and wife, Marie V. Cooke to Edward Regan and wife, Mildred S. Regan.
References on microfilm in State Archives, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh,
hereinafter cited as Northampton County Records.

2E. Carl Witt, Footprints in Northampton, 1741-1776-1976 (n.p.; Northampton
County Bicentennial Committee, 1976), 126, 129.

3Northampton County Deeds; also Thomas C. Parramore, "Cathcart, William."
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, edited by William S. Powell (Chapel Hill: The
University of North Carolina Press, 1979, vol. 1 of a projected multivolume series) 347.

4Northampton County Deeds.

5Evelyn Duke Brandenberger, The Duke Family (n.p.; n.p., 1979), 412,

6Research materials compiled by the School of Design, North Carolina State
University. Copies in Duke Lawrence House file, Northampton County, in Survey and
Planning Branch, Archaeology and Historic Preservation Section, Division of Archives
and History, Raleigh, hereinafter cited as Duke Lawrence file,

7William L. Saunders (ed.), The Colonial Records of North Carolina (Raleigh:
State of North Carolina, 10 vols. 1886-187Q), vol. IV, 966 and Walter Clark (ed.),
The State Records of North Carolina (Goldsboro: State of North Carolina, 16 vols.
numbered XI-XXVI, 1895-1906), vol. XXIII, 995.

8Brandenberger, The Duke Family, 413.

9Brandenberger, The Duke Family, 419.

10Northampton County Deeds.
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lDuke Lawrence File.,

12Duke Lawrence File.

13Duke Lawrence File.

14Northampton County Deeds.

15Brandenberger, The Duke Family, 419.

16Northam.pton County Deeds.

17Duke Lawrence File.

18Tax List 1823-1945 for Northampton County, State Archives, Raleigh.
19Northam.pton County Deeds.
20Northampton County Deeds.
21Duke Lawrence File.

22Northampton County Times News (Rich Square), July 18, 1974.

23Northampton County Deeds.

4Telephone interview with Edward Regan, property owner, May 13, 1980.
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Raleigh,
North Carolina
27611 Ms. Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
18th and C Streets, N,W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Ms. Shull:
Division of
Archives and History Enclosed is the nomination for the Duke-Lawrence House
Lowy €. Tise. Director in Northampton County, North Carolina, to be entered

in the National Register of Historic Places.

We trust you will find this nomination in order. If there
are any questions, please call us.

Sinc ly yours,
~
Larry E. Tise
State Historic Preservation Officer
LET/fr
Enclosures
cc: Honorable Robert Morgan

Honorable Jesse Helms
Honorable L. H. Fountain

Sara W. Hodgkins,
Secretary

James B. Hunt, Jr,
Governor




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

stare NORTH CAROLINA

00T 22 1980

Date Entered

Name Location
<1éEEE—Lawrence House Rich Square vicinity

Northampton County

Fire Station No. 2 Charlotte
Mecklenburg County

Carr, John Price, House Charlotte
Mecklenburg County

Overlook Asheville
Buncombe County

Also Notified

Honorable Robert B. Morgan

Honorable Jesse Helms State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable L. H. Fountain Dr. Larry E. Tise

Honorable James G. Martin Director

Honorable Lamar Gudger Division of Archives and History

Department of Cultural Resources
109 East Jones Street

ZLHE___ Byers/bjr/11/4/80 Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.




