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L. D. Giddens and Son Jewelry Store, the o l d e s t continuous business i n the c i t y 
of Goldsboro, was founded i n 1859. Located on the northwest side o f South Center 
S t r e e t , the main thoroughfare of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , the s t r u c t u r e i s 
flanked by Weil's Department Store on the n o r t h side and the Paramount Theatre on the 
south side. The b u i l d i n g had been constructed probably a t some p o i n t between the 
completion of the r a i l r o a d i n 1839 and the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of the c i t y i n 1847, a pe r i o d 
cJuring which most of the c o n s t r u c t i o n immediately adjacent t o the r a i l r o a d t racks was 
developed. I t was not u n t i l 1868 t h a t Mr. Giddens purchased the b u i l d i n g from the 
estate of Richard Washington, a prominent Goldsboro and Waynesborough merchant. 

Constructed t o a size of 104 f e e t long and 23h f e e t wide, the b u i l d i n g i s three 
bays wide; the s t o r e encompasses 2,000 square f e e t of space on the main f l o o r . 
O r i g i n a l l y , the store was a two-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h simple wooden s h u t t e r s . The 
cu r r e n t facade r e f l e c t s m o d i f i c a t i o n s o f several renovations from ca. 1870, 1926 and 
1959. 

The f i r s t f l o o r o f the facade i s of red b r i c k , w i t h broad glass d i s p l a y windows 
and a recessed glass door, a product of the 1959 Centennial Celebration renovation. 
Masonry and c a s t - i r o n panels compose the outer edges o f the facade. Cast-iron 
ornaments are i n the form of f l a t , s t y l i z e d p i l a s t e r s . Above the d i s p l a y windows, 
s t r e t c h i n g across the expanse of the facade, i s a leaded glass t i l e transom, w i t h 
the name Giddens i n l a i d i n stained glass. Above the transom i s a c a s t - i r o n cornice. 

The second f l o o r i s d i v i d e d i n t o three bays by a series of windows and more cast-
i r o n ornamentation. A ser i e s of p i l a s t e r s , more c l a s s i c a l i n design than those on the 
f i r s t f l o o r , frame the windoxvs. These p i l a s t e r s have fan-shaped bottoms and Cor i n t h i a n 
c a p i t a l s ; above the windows are f l a t panels decorated w i t h r o s e t t e s and beading. The 
cornice l i n e o f the b u i l d i n g i s composed of c a s t - i r o n panels embellished w i t h brackets, 
beading and molding. 

Previously, the cornice had been topped by a triangular-shaped parapet which 
was damaged and siibsequently removed i n the 1948 f i r e t h a t destroyed the adjacent Weil 
Brothers s t o r e . The sloped, shed-type r o o f i s made of galvanized t i n . 

A fr e e s t a n d i n g clock marks the curb l i n e i n f r o n t o f Giddens, and i t i s b e l i e v e d 
t o be the l a s t remaining one of i t s k i n d i n North Carolina. Approximately 14 f e e t h i g h , 
the base i s of concrete, the s h a f t a carved wooden post, and the clock i t s e l f i s a 
hexagonal shape framed by a c i r c u l a r wooden molding. The face of the clock i s crowned 
by a f i n i a l and two arabesques. Erected on June 18, 1877, the clock was e l e c t r i f i e d 
i n 1924. 

The store's i n t e r i o r i s rectangular i n p l a n , w i t h the long sides banked by 
mahogany show ta b l e s and w a l l u n i t s . The show ta b l e s were o r i g i n a l t o the s t o r e ; s i x 
o f the mahogany w a l l cases were made i n Baltimore and i n s t a l l e d p r i o r t o 1924, while 
a seventh w a l l case and two arches were d u p l i c a t e d i n Goldsboro and i n s t a l l e d p r i o r t o 
1930. The w a l l cases have glass panels which draw up through the top of the case and 
r e s t above them. Pressed t i n panels compose the c e i l i n g and have been painted black. 
At the rear of the s e l l i n g f l o o r a mahogany archway leads t o the rear showroom area, a 
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storage room and offic e s beyond. The storage room and offic e s were part of the 1959 
renovation. Originally a staircase on the side next to Weil's led to the second f l o o r , 
however, i t has since been removed and discarded. Once used for o f f i c e s , the second 
fl o o r has simple wooden f l o o r s , plaster walls and cei l i n g s , and i s presently used 
for storage. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

- 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1 799 

5i_1 BOO-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

XJVRCHITECTURE 

^ ^ R T 

X_COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

COMMUNITY PLANNING 

.CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-INDUSTRY 

-INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c a . 1850, 1868 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The "parlor" jewelry store of L. D. Giddens and Son, founded i n 1859, i s the 
oldest continuous business i n the c i t y of Goldsboro, and may be the oldest jewelry 
store i n of North Carolina. As i t stands today, the shop at 135 South Center Street 
has endured the passing of the railroads, f i r e , war and depressions to become an integral 
part of the r e v i t a l i z a t i o n e f f o r t s f o r the central business d i s t r i c t . As an example of 
nineteenth century commercial architecture, the current facade r e f l e c t s elements from 
various eras; however, i t has retained the decorative elements of the cast-iron 
architecture so popular i n nineteenth century construction. I t also r e f l e c t s the 
continuity of the business with i n one family throughout several generations. The 
freestanding clock i n front of the store i s believed to be the l a s t of i t s kind i n 
the state. Erected i n 1877, the clock was e l e c t r i f i e d i n 1924. 

C r i t e r i a Assessment: 

(A) 

(B) 

Associated with the continuous economic development of the c i t y of Goldsboro 
and Wayne County. . •„ , , . . <.-< . . 

Associated with the li v e s of the Giddens family and t h e i r descendents, one of 
the f i r s t families to have settled i n Goldsboro. 

(C) Embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics of nineteenth century commercial 
architectural styles of the cast-iron era and the freestanding street clock 
represents the advertising trend of that period. This i s the onlv such clock 
known to survive i n the state, since Baxter's clock i n New Bern was h i t by a 
truck. 
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Giddens " p a r l o r " j e w e l r y store was founded i n ^ l 8 5 9 by Louis Devereaux Giddens 
when he purchased the i n t e r e s t s o f J. H. Crawford. O r i g i n a l l y from Sampson County, 
born i n 1835, Giddens a r r i v e d i n Goldsboro i n the l a t e 1850s. The c i t y o f Goldsboro, 
incorporated i n 1847, was i n the process of r a p i d growth and expansion a t t r i b u t e d t o 
the development of the r a i l r o a d s i n eastern North Carolina. For over 50 years the 
tra c k s of the Wilmington and Weldon ( A t l a n t i c Coastline) as w e l l as the North Carolina 
r a i l r o a d s b i s e c t e d the middle o f Center S t r e e t and s t i m u l a t e d the economic climate o f 
the adjacent l o c a t i o n s . So successful was the business, t h a t by the t u r n of the century 
Giddens was a d v e r t i s e d as the " p a r l o r " j e w e l r y s t o r e . This term served t o describe 
the g reat degree of comfort and p r i v a c y a f f o r d e d t o the customers as they peorused 
the high q u a l i t y merchandise. 

At f i r s t the shop a t 135 South Center S t r e e t housed two businesses, and i n 1861 
when Mr. Giddens v/ent t o war, h^ asked h i s f e l l o w merchant, Mr. Eason, t o look a f t e r 
h i s business w h i l e he was away. Mr, Giddens e n l i s t e d i n Company E, 20th North 
Carolina Regiment on October 23, 1861. He served as a musician^in the regimental 
band u n t i l h i s parole a t Petersburg, V i r g i n i a on A p r i l 3, 1865. 

Upon h i s r e t u r n t o Goldsboro, he once again tended t o h i s j e w e l r y business. I n 
January of 1866 he married Margaret L. I r e l a n d of E r i n P l a n t a t i o n , near Faison, North 
Carolina. By 1873 t h e i r f a m i l y had grown t o necessitate t h e i r move t o a l a r g e r home 
at 209^South W i l l i a m S t r e e t , and the f a m i l y siibsequently resided there f o r over 100 
years. 

When the shop opened i n 1859, i t contained a s o l i d walnut r e g u l a t o r c l o c k , 
mahogany showcase t a b l e s , a small f e l t topped desk and a large safe. These objects 
are s t i l l there today. Early photographs, ca. 1877, show the simple two-story b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g w i t h wooden s h u t t e r s flanked by the Grange Store and J. B. Whitaker, a book 
and job p r i n t e r . I t i s thought t h a t between 1870 and 1880, renovation of the e x t e r i o r 
facade was undertaken t o keep i n s t r i d e w i t h the p h y s i c a l changes on Center S t r e e t . 
I n 1870, H. Weil and Brothers had purchased the a d j o i n i n g l o t and constructed a new 
two-story b u i l d i n g which they subsequently a d v e r t i s e d as the " I r o n Front." E x t e r i o r 
m a t e r i a l s were b r i c k masonry and f l u t e d , c a s t - i r o n coltamns. I t i s from t h i s time t h a t 
the c a s t - i r o n ornamentation, s t i l l present on the Giddens s t o r e facade, i s dated. 

7 
On June 18, 1877, a freest a n d i n g clock was erected i n f r o n t of the s t o r e . Believed 

t o be the l a s t o f i t s type i n the s t a t e , i t s various p a r t s have been replaced over the 
years. I n 1911, the o r i g i g a l post of the clock was replaced by an exact r e p l i c a made 
of a " f a t l i g h t wood l o g . " A copy of the Goldsboro M i r r o r , along w i t h a l i s t o f 
those who witnessed the e r e c t i o n of t^e clock, was r e p o r t e d l y found i n the base when 
the clock was dismantled f o r r e p a i r s . However, t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n was not foxind when 
more r e c e n t l y the clock was d i s m a n t l j g a f t e r being h i t by a t r u c k . The wooden base 
has been replaced by a concrete one. 
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Louis D. Giddens i s reported t o have made the f i r s t watch i n the s t a t e of North 
Carolina and i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h i s achievement he was awarded the highest honor at the 
1871 W i l ^ j n g t o n F a i r as w e l l as a medal and a diploma from the 1874 State F a i r i n 
Raleigh. His mechanical a b i l i t y was widely known and "he was remembered as one o f 
the few people who could take a seasoned l o g and an ax a n j ^ c u t free-handed the large 
wooden screw needed f o r the mule-powered co t t o n presses." 

His three sons grew up h e l p i n g i n the f a m i l y business, and subsequently attended 
s p e c i a l t y schools t o f u r t h e r t h e i r education. Louis, J r . , graduated from the Parson's 
H o r o l o g i c a l I n s t i t u t e i n LaPorte, Indiana; Frank graduated from Furgerson's College 
of Optics i n New York; and Ross went t o the Waltham H o r o l o g i c a l School i n Waltham, 
Mass, Regarding t h e i r accomplishments, i t has been s a i d , "While a t school, Ross made 
a rectangular watch ' d i f f e r e n t from anything t h a t had been made a t t h a t time,' A l l 
three became e x c e l l e n t engravers, Louis engraved the alphabet on the h e a j ^ " ^ ^ s t r a i g h t 
p i n , Frank was known f o r the b i r d dogs and hun t i n g scenes on shotguns," 

I n 1897 Mr. Giddens read i n the Hew York Journal of the rescue of a CiaJoan lady 
from the Recojides p r i s o n i n Havana, So moved by the a r t i c l e he sent her a cut 
glass and ^ j l v e r powder j a r , upon whose top was engraved a p r i s o n window by h i s son 
Louis, J r . 

Louis, J r . , served as a 1st. L t . w i t h the F i r s t North Carolina Vj^unteers 
(revived Company B Goldsboro R i f l e s ) d uring the Spanish American War. A f t e r the 
war, he married and had^g f a m i l y . For a time p r i o r t o World War I , he had a jew e l r y 
s t ore i n nearby Wilson. 

Ross Giddens remained a t home w i t h the f a m i l y business and was made a partn e r 
s h o r t l y before h i s f a t h j ^ ' s death i n 1909. He became owner of the store upon h i s 
mother's death i n 1915. I n 1924 he remodeled the store t e m p o r a r i l y r e l o c a t i n g t o 
Robinson's Drug Store "whjge f l o o r space had been rented ' f o r the d u r a t i o n ' so the 
business c j ^ l d c a r r y on." I n 1931, Ross died and l e f t the store t o h i s s i s t e r , 
Mary Emma. She p r e v a i l e d upon her s i s t e r Margaret's son^^Marvin L. Smoot, J r . , 
t o help her w i t h the business and l a t e r t o become p a r t n e r . 

Marvin married i n 1934 and had three sons, two of whom Marvin L . I I I , and George, 

today. 
joined^Jhe f i r m i n 1961 and 1972, r e s p e c t i v e l y . They remain a c t i v e i n the business 

Giddens has not been w i t h o u t i t s share of near d i s a s t e r s . I n February 1948, 
dur i n g a severe i c e and snow storm, a f i r e l e v e l e d Weil's Department Store next door 
and threatened Giddens. However, the double t i n r o o f was c r e d i t e d w i t h saving the 
store as w e l l as the Paramount Theatre, Robinson's Drug Store and a l l the b u i l d i n g s 
t o the south. Previous attempts t o f i x a r o o f leak had f a i l e d , so an a d d i t i o n a l t i n 
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r o o f was erected two f e e t above the leaky one. The heat of the f i r e had been so 
intense t h a t the t i n r o o f on Weil's buckled and r o l l e d over on t o Giddens r o o f . At 
t h i s p o i n t the wood frame of the t r i a n g u l a r - parapet caught f i r e and was i r r e p a r a b l y 
damaged. I n s p i t e of t h i s d i r e s i t u a t i o n , the store was only closed one day due t o 
extensive smoke damage. 

The year 1959 signaled the commemoration o f the 100th anniversary of the founding 
of Giddens Jewelry Store. The store was remodeled, and a f o r t y - f o u r - f o o t rear 
extension was added f o r a stock room. The merchandise was removed from the shelves, 
and the showcases and windows served as a temporary museum of items brought t o the 
sto r e t h a t had been purchased there throughout the sto r e s ' h i s t o r y . Represented were 
"the f a m i l i e s from a l l the surrounding area (who) brought back the tokens of love, 
f r i e n d s h i p and esteem t h a t had been purchased from Giddens 50, 75 or 100 ye^^s before 
t o share them and t h e i r h i s t o r i e s w i t h those i n t e r e s t e d i n the Centennial," Also 
many companies which had d e a l t w i t h the store sent c o l l e c t i o n s o f antiques and unusual 
j e w e l r y f o r d i s p l a y . I n honor of t h i s event, the store presented t o the C i t y of 
Goldsboro a s i l v e r punch bowl, t r a y and l a d l e i n a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e i r successful 
100 year a s s o c i a t i o n . 

Giddens has enjoyed a l u c r a t i v e and prominent l o c a t i o n i n t h a t Center S t r e e t has 
remained the commercial h e a r t of the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . However, t h i s asset 
has s u f f e r e d t o some extent i n recent times due t o the d e c l i n e o f the downtown area. 
VJith the advent of a strong downtov/n r e v i t a l i z a t i o n p r o j e c t , i t i s t o be a n t i c i p a t e d 
t h a t today, as n e a r l y one-hundred and twenty years ago, Giddens w i l l continue t o serve 
as the " p a r l o r " j e w e l r y s t o r e , and s t i l l r e f l e c t very much the observations made i n 1914: 

This b e a u t i f u l s t o r e i s r e p l e t e w i t h r i c h and r a r e s t a t u a r y , cut 
glass and other objects of a r t , i n a d d i t i o n t o the regu l a r stock 
of fashionable j e w e l r y , high grade watches, clocks, diamonds 
and other precious stones. This store a f f o r d s g i f t s e e k e r s such 
an i n f i n i t e v a r i e t y of s u i t a b l e and acceptable a r t i c l e s t h a t 
one would be most ^ ^ s t i d i o u s indeed who could not f i n d j u s t 
the c o r r e c t t h i n g . 
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"^"Goldsboro News-Argus, J u l y 4, 1976. A r t i c l e based on i n f o r m a t i o n held by f a m i l y . 
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27611 
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Larry E Tise, Director 

Sara W. Hodgkins, 
Secretary 
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Governor 

January 17, 1979 

Dr . W i l l i a m J . Miirtagh 
National Register of Historic Places y. 
Department of the I n t e r i o r "̂V̂  
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
18th and C Streets, 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Dr . Mtir tagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the L. D. Giddens and Son Jewelry 
Store i n Wayne County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order, 
questions, please c a l l us. 

I f there are any 

Larry E.\ Tise 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

LET/dk 

Enclosures 

cc: Hon. Robert Morgan 
Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon. Charles Whitley 
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. C O M M I T T E E O N 

A R M E D S E R V I C E S 

C O M M I T T E E O N 

A G R I C U L T U R E 

€on^xm of tfte ®niteb Matt^ 
Ĵ ouie of SSitpxt&tntaiiM 

MastinQton, B.C. 20515 

W A S H I N G T O N O F F I C E : 

R O O M 502 

C A N N O N H O U S E O F F I C E B U I U 3 I N O 

2 0 2 - 2 2 5 - 3 4 1 5 

D I S T R I C T O F F I C E : 

F E D E R A L B U I L O I N O 

R O O M 306 

G O L D S B O R O , N O R T H C A R O L I N A 27530 

9 1 9 - 7 3 6 - 1 8 4 4 

February 1, 1979 

Dr. William J, Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, B.C. 20240 

Re: L.D. Giddens and Son Jewelry Store 
Wayne County, North Carolina 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

I t i s my understanding that the above named s i t e has been nominated as 
a H i s t o r i c a l s i t e to be entered i n the National Register of Hist o r i c 
Places. 

I would appreciate your advising me of the f i n a l determination reached 
on t h i s nomination. 

Charles 0. Whitley 
Member of Congress 

MM}/ 



H32-NR 

FEB 23 1979 
!c4̂ 1̂ 

Honorable Charles 0. Whitley 
Bouse of Representatives ''•^/yu-^—^ 
Washington, D.C. 20515 Z.-'tl^ 

Dear Mr. Whitley: 

Thank you for your inquiry concerning the noTsinatlon of the L. n. f^Htigna 
and Son Jewelrv Store.. Gol<t^j^ro^ Wavne County. North Carolina, to the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

This nonination was received at the National Register on February 6, 
1979, and we are currently preparing to n o t i f y property ovners of the 
pending nonination. Property owners are given 30 days to present 
w r i t t e n cocaaents on the significance of the property prior to 
professional review of the nomination at the National Register. Womt 
the coraneating period for the L. D. Giddens Store ends, the review 
of the noTBlnation w i l l be expedited. 

We w i l l n o t i f y you i f the property I s entered i n the National 
Register. 

We appreciate your int e r e s t i n h i s t o r i c preservation. 

Sincerely, 

I.Ot 
Chris Therral Delaporte 
Director 

cc: Dr. Larry E. Tise 
Director 
Division of Archives and History 
Department of Cultural Resources 
109 East Jones Street 
Ralfeigh, North Carolina 27611 

bcc : Director's Reading Fi l e 
Associate Director, Connally 
Chief, OAHP / FHR-Lumpkin / FHR-CL / CL / NR / PGR - 6891 

FHR:C Dubie:lw:343-6401:2/14/79 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 
WAYNE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 



March 12, 1979 
2̂ 0 South Hillcrest Drive 
Goldsboro, N. C. 27^30 

H32-?JR 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Pension Building 
J4UO G Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C, 202U3(Attn: NOM) 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Thank you for your letter of February l ^ t h concerning the Nomination 
of the Giddens Jeweliy Store Buildirig for the National Register. 

Since ray retirement, two of sons are con^nuing the operation 
of the jewelry store. I am sure we w i l l a l l want the building l i s t e d i n 
the National Register. 

The building i s i n f a i r l y good condition but does neefl paint and 
a few repairs. 7̂e w i l l follow your suggestion and v r i l l write^ a copy of the 
standards from the Technical Preservation Services. 

Thank you for yoxir help and continued cooperation. 

Very t r u l y yoxirs. 

Marvin L. Smoot, Jr. 

P. S. Our business was founded i n this building located at South 
Cenjtre Street, GoldsbiPro. Nj^-d^by Grandfather, Lewis D, Giddens 
ifTTd^y. I inherited the building i n 19U9, when Aunt Mary Emma Giddens 
died. The business i s continuing as Giddens Jewelry Store and i s being 
operated by ny sons M. Lee Smoot, I I I and George B. Smoot, 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE NORTH CAROLINA 

Date Entered 

Najne 

Beaver Dajr. Plantation Eouae 

GiJdens, L. D. and Soiifi, Jawelry Store 

Location 

Davidson v i c i n i t y 
Ilecklenburg County 

Midleburg v i c i n i t y 
Vance County 

Goldeboro 
Wayne County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Jesse A. Helms 

Honorr^ble Robert B. Morgan State Hiatoric Preservation Officer 
Honorabli^ Jiraaa G. Martin Dr. Larry E. Tise 
Honorable L. H. Fountain Director 
Honorabld Ciiarles 0. Whitley Division of Archives and History 

Deparfciient of Cultural Resources 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27511 

NR Byers/bjr 3/20/79 

For f u r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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