
H i s t o r i c a l Sketch 

STOKES COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

Stokes County was formed from Surry i n 1790 and i t s f i r s t courthouse ' 
was b u i l t at Germantown i n that same year. Citizens erected a new structure 
i n 1833, and three years l a t e r a tra v e l e r to Germantown, Albert Waugh of 
Raleigh, observed that the 

-very ugly courthouse, b u i l t of b r i c k , at a cost of $6,000, stands 
i n the center of town, and l i k e i t s brother i n Greensborough, 
boasts of a clock with four d i a l s but the inhabitants never 
take the trouble to wind i t except during the s i t t i n g s of court. . 

The county seat was moved to Crawford i n 1849, and a courthouse was completed 
there two years l a t e r . I n 1853 the name of the county seat was changed to 
Danbury, and the same courthouse continued t o serve the county u n t i l another 
b u i l d i n g replaced i t i n 1904. Designed by Wheeler of Charlotte, the new 
courthouse was of b r i c k , and, counting annexes and wings, i t cost approxi­
mately $74,000. A survey conducted by the Federal Works Progress Administra­
t i o n i n 1939 noted that a serious f i r e hazard existed i n the buil d i n g because 
i t was heated by stoves. The 1904 courthouse i s s t i l l i n use today. 

Ar c h i t e c t u r a l Description . .,' .' : , . • 

Danbury, an archetypal coimty seat town, takes i t character from i t s 
function and i s dominated by the Stokes County Courthouse. Set on a w e l l 
landscaped h i l l s i d e s i t e , the courthouse and i t s grounds form the core of 
the town. The surrounding one and two-story shops and of f i c e s serve or have 
served court-related functions, including law o f f i c e s and hotels. 

The Stokes County Courthouse i s one of six remaining courthouses designed 
i n the Beaux Arts Neo-Classical Revival styl e at the turn of the century by 
Charlotte a r c h i t e c t Wheeler and his .various associates. Crowned by a d i s ­
t i n c t i v e Second Empire cupgla, these buildings were especially popular i n 
western North Carolina with three i d e n t i c a l Wheeler and Runge designs being 
b u i l t i n 1904 i n Ashe, Stokes, and Watauga (demolfshed) counties. 

The main facade of the b r i c k courthouse is' a f i v e - p a r t composition w i t h 
a three-story hipped roof core topped with a small polygonal cupola and 
fronted by a t e t r a s t y l e Ionic p o r t i c o . The unusual oblong mansard cupola 
i s set d i r e c t l y behind the p o r t i c o . Two-story f l a t roof wings project from 
the sides. A l l corners are defined by brick p i l a s t e r s and windows are set 
i n segmental arch surrounds. One-story wings and a two-story rear addition 
were appended i n 1940 by a Works Progress Administration grant, but the 
scale, d e t a i l , and materials were handled so as t o be nearly indistinguishable 

Crittenden and Lacy, eds.. H i s t o r i c a l Records, I I I , 433; Stokes County, 
an unpublished research paper, i n An H i s t o r i c a l Survey of the Courthouses 
of North Carolina compiled by the National Society of the Colonial Dames of 
America i n the State of North Carolina, October, 1966. 
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from the o r i g i n a l . A l l of Wheeler's 1904 buildings have common decorative 
features: f o l i a t e s c r o l l s with a shield bearing the construction date i n 
the tympanum of the p o r t i c o , bullseye windows i n the base of the mansard 
cupola, and masonry egg and dart caps on the corner p i l a s t e r s . ,. , in*' 

The i n t e r i o r — a long h a l l flanked by of f i c e s on the f i r s t f l o o r and a 
second f l o o r courtroom reached by a p a i r of s t a i r s from the entrance 
vestibule—remains v i r t u a l l y untouched since i t was completed i n 1904. A 
heavily molded chair r a i l tops a high v e r t i c a l wainscot and door and s t a i r 
reveals and s o f f i t s are paneled. The f i n i s h on the 1940 WPA addition 
attempts to match the e a r l i e r section, especially the paneled newel and 
turned balustrade. In the courtroom the ga l l e r y has not been enclosed and 
the ornate pressed t i n c e i l i n g remains. The same wainscot i s used i n the 
courtroom and window and door surrounds are symmetrically molded with 
roundel comer blocks. The furnishings which are also o r i g i n a l f u r t h e r 
emphasize the q u a l i t y of materials and craftsmanship of the past and the 
importance of the community's pride i n the maintenance of i t s courthouse. 

Address: C.T. Lasley, Chairman, Stokes County Commissioners, Stokes 
County Courthouse, Danbury, N.C. 

Acreage: less than one acre 
UTM reference: 17/571180/4029460 
Verbal Boundary Description: The courthouse is bounded to the north by 

Meadow Rd., to the east by Courthouse Rd., to the south by Main 
St., and to the west by North St. 
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