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PERSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Historical Sketch

Person County was formed in 1791 from Caswell, and its first courts
were held at Pope's Tavern. The county's first permanent courthouse was
built of logs in the county seat of Roxboro in 1793. This structure
was replaced by a frame building in 1810,  and a third courthouse, of brick,
was erected in 1873. In 1930 the citizens of Person elected to build a
new courthouse, and to plan the structure they commissioned architect Charles
C. Hartman, who practiced in Greensboro from around 1920 until his retirement
in the 1960s and designed many of that city's twentieth century landmarks,
including the Guilford Building, the Northwestern Bank, and the Central Fire
Station. George W. Kane was the contractor for the new fireproof courthouse
which consisted of four stories, a basement, and was constructed of brick
tile and reinforced concrete.

Architectural Description
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The Person County Courthouse, located in the town'sq*are of Roxboro, is
a four-story tan brick building designed in 1930'by Charles C. Hartman. The
rectangular structure is unusual in its combination of classical and
modernistic ornament. Built in an era of public architecture dominated by
the Neo-Classical Revival style, the Person County Courthouse is an early
exercise in the modern aesthetics of design, yet -i#'adheres in form and
ornament to the classical style. The main. facade ofi the courthouse is
clearly articulated into three levels. The rusticated first floox is
separated from the upper stories by 'a masenry belt course;bf octagonal
panels. The main area of the building isiﬁontained between paired pilasters
with flattened and stylized Corinthian cabs. This greg; which has been filled
in, once consisted of two nearly uninterrupted floors of windows. The attic
level, located above the main entablature, is topped by a crest of shell
antefixes. The side elevations are punctuated by processions of two-story
round arched windows which have been filled in. Overall . the courthouse is
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characterized by a simplicity of form and elegantly stylized ornament,

The interior of the Person County Courthouse presents generous spaces
and an understated use of classical and geometric ornament. Cross halls
divide the first floor into four compartments of office space. The floor is
laid in mosaic squares of multi-color tiles, and tan ceramic bricks line the
walls. The courtroom, located on the second floor, has an art-deco flavor
evident in the herring-bone patterned ceiling and in the rectilinearlity
of the window openings. A classical theme is evident in the globe light
fixtures and in the public seats. The sophisticated blend of classical
and modernistic styles has been continued in the interior, creating a
cohesive and comprehensive design.

lCrittenden and Lacy, eds., Historical Records, III, p. 160; Ruth Little-
Stokes and H. McKelden Smith, Jefferson Standard Building, Greensbhoro, an
unpublished statement of significance, Historic Preservation Section,North
Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh.




Person County Courthouse 2

Roxboro's commercial district offers a wide variety of architectural
styles and periods. The eclecticism of the Person County Courthouse
blends with the diversity of the area, although its scale and prominent
location in the center square indicates the importance of its function.

Address: Bennie L. Bradsher, Chairman, Person County Commissioners,
Person County Courthouse, Roxboro, N.C. E7573

Acceage: one acre

UTM reference: 17/680850/4029350

Verbal Boundary Description: The courthouse is bounded to the north by
Court St., to the south by Aggitt Ave., to the east by Main St.,
and to the west by parking and Lamar St.




PERSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE - addendum

Built in 1930, the Person County Courthouse's exemption from the
fifty-year old rule is justified in that it is a unigue example of the
combination of the mature Neo-Classical Revival style and early modernistic
design aesthetics in the architectural history of North Carolina's county
courthouses. 1In addition, it is the work of Charles C. Hartmann who
practiced architecture in Greensboro from ca. 1920 to his retirement in the
mid-1960s. Among his designs are a large number of Greensboro's twentieth
century landmarks, including the Jefferson Standard Building (1922-1923, NR),
the Guilford Building, the Northwestern Bank, and the Central Fire Station.
Hartmann died recently.
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