
HALIFAX COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
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H i s t o r i c a l Sketch - ^ -̂ f-j"? 

Halifax County was formed from Edgecombe i n 1758. I t s f i r s t courthouse 
was b u i l t i n the town of Halifax i n the following year. I t was replaced by 
a second courthouse i n 1847.-'" . . (, . , 

In 1909 the county commissioners selected the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of 
Wheeler and Stern to prepare the plans f o r a new courthouse and declared 
t h a t the new b u i l d i n g was "to begin 4 feet from the South-west corner of 
the o l d court house." The county sold ?40,000 worth of bonds t o finance 
the construction of the new bu i l d i n g which was completed i n 1910.^ 

Ar c h i t e c t u r a l Description 

The Halifax County Courthouse, constructed i n 1909, i s a three-story tan 
b r i c k Neo-Classical Revival b u i l d i n g located on the town square of Halifax. 
The imposing structure i s surrounded by r e s i d e n t i a l as wel l as commercial 
structures. The complex design i s composed of a three-story square core 
fronted by a t e t r a s t y l e Corinthian p o r t i c o and flanked by two-story f l a t 
roofed wings. A two-stage cupola surmounts the shallow mansard roof of the 
central core, and serves as the focal point of the Halifax skyline. The 
polygonal base of the tower i s pierced by round arches f i l l e d w i t h louvers 
and glass. The faces which have windows -are pedimented. A domical roof with 
clocks on four sides terminates the cuipola, . , . 

The courthouse rests on a" high molded stone base". Round arched windows 
are contained on the second f^oor main facTade, wl\ile l i n t e l e d ones are 
employed elsewhere. A heavy d e n t i l and modillion cornice caps the b u i l d i n g 
and forms a pediment above the south p o r t i c o . Attached to the east side i s 
a recent addition which does not r e l a t e to the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . 

The; i n t e r i o r f l o o r plan i s arranged by cross h a l l s d i v i d i n g the o f f i c e s . 
Remodelings have not detracted severely from the o r i g i n a l character of the 
courthouse, and many o r i g i n a l features, such as paneled doors, pressed t i n 
c e i l i n g s , and i r o n s t a i r r a i l i n g s remain. The courtroom, located on the 
second f l o o r , has received the most extensive a l t e r a t i o n s . Most of the 
f i n i s h i s modern, yet a few turn-of-the-century featvires remain. A brass 
r a i l which p a r t i t i o n s the g a l l e r y from the bench i s i n t a c t , as wel l as the 
bench, which i s a f l a t paneled c l a s s i c a l desk ornamented with p i l a s t e r s , 
applied t r i g l y p h s , guttae, and bosses. 

''"Crittenden and Lacy, eds.. H i s t o r i c a l Records, I I , p. 235. • ' , 

2 
Halifax County, Minutes of the Board of Cotinty Commissioners, A p r i l 15, 

July 5, October 4, 1909, A p r i l 11, September 5, 1910. . , 



Halifax County Courthouse 

The courthouse shares i t s w e l l shaded square with the couffity j a i l , 
health center, and county clerk's o f f i c e . The clerk's o f f i c e i s a Vic t o r i a n 
brick cottage with a square central tower. The courthouse towers above the 
small scaled buildings of Halifax, and i t s commanding c l a s s i c a l design i s 
obviously the landmark of the town. 

Address: Harry A. Branch, Chairman, Halifax County Conmiissioners. Halifax 
County Courthouse, Halifax, N.C. 27839 -tssioners, tiaiiiax 

Acreage: les*, I otr-o , 
UTM reference: i7/267520/4023350 
Verbal Boundary Dseription: The Courthouse square i s bounded by David 

Street to the east, Pitt Street to the west. Main street to the 
south, and parking lots and the county j a i l to the north. 
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