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BRUNSWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE \; v-

• V 
H i s t o r i c a l Sketch * \ 

In 1764 Brunswick County was formed from Bladen and New Hanover coiinties. 
I t s f i r s t courthouse was b u i l t of wood i n that year at Lockwood's Fo l l y . I n 
1808 the coianty seat was established at Smithville and the following year a 
new wooden courthouse erected t h e r e . T h e structure served f o r many years but 
by the 1840s was i n need of considerable repairs. I n 1841 the court appointed 
a committee "to make such a l t e r a t i o n s and repairs i n the Jury Boxes and bar of 
the Court House as they may think proper f o r the be t t e r accommodation of the 
Court."2 But repairs were not enough and before long the county was making 
e f f o r t s to construct a new bui l d i n g . „ .,•>•,. 

' The new courthouse was b u i l t i n Smithville around 1844. I n 1889 the name 
of Smithville was changed to Southport because i t was the most southerly seaport 
i n the state. Extensive a l t e r a t i o n s were made to the courthouse's f r o n t and 
second f l o o r i n 1922 following a f i r e which started i n the o f f i c e of the 
Register of Deeds. A f i r e also damaged the b u i l d i n g i n 1958.^ The 1844 
courthouse i s s t i l l standing today, although the county seat of Brunswick 
County i s presently being moved to the more c e n t r a l l y located town of Supply 
and a new courthouse erected there. V -

, _ i ' 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l Description 

Set on a shaded corner l o t i n Southport, the Brunswick County Courthouse i s 
a p l a i n , two-story, stuccoed b r i c k b u i l d i n g three bays wide by seven bays long. 
B u i l t i n 1844, the courthouse has undergone fewer e x t e r i o r renovations than 
i n t e r i o r . 

The b u i l d i n g i s a gable> roof rectangle w i t h a s l i g h t l y parapetted gable 
end on the f r o n t elevsation and a one-story f l a t roof porch sheltering the main 
entrance which features double doors below a graceful f a n l i g h t . A mousetooth 
cornice encircles the b u i l d i n g and i s also used as a decorative element on the 
modern design wings which flank the rear h a l f of the b u i l d i n g . Old photographs 
reveal that the fenestration has been altered along the sides, but the stone 
s i l l s and eight-over-eight sash have been retained. A simple board b e l f r y i s 
set on the roof ridge behind the f r o n t parapet. I t has a f l a t roof and i s 
crowned w i t h a hemispherical dome and p l a i n metal f i n i a l . 

•""William S. Powell, The North Carolina Gazetteer (Chapel H i l l ; University 
of North Carolina Press, 1968), p. 67; Olds, Story of the Counties, p. 16. 

2 Brunswick County Court Minutes, December 6, 1841. , ; 

^Powell, The North Carolina Gazetteer, p. 466; Ralph I . Mintz, "Court 
Houses: Brunswick County," i n Bicentennial Bruhswick County (Brunswick 
County H i s t o r i c a l Society, 1964), p. 10. 



Brunswick County Courthouse 

. The i n t e r i o r plan i s the conventional lengthwise haU 

off i c e s on the f i r s t ^ " f j X l T e T s T Z l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ tongue-and-
have undergone many changes J ^ ^ ^ ^ ; i i i n g s , and asphalt t i l e 
groove wainscot, lowered ^ ^ f . ^ ^ ^ ^ door^ remain, however. The 
f l o o r s . The o r i g i n a l , t a l l , ^ ^ / ^ Z Z a o Z t r o Z also i l l u s t r a t e s the number 
: r r : ^ d f l i S f S e l n t f r l S r s r e r g ^ r o v e r the one hundred and t h i r t y -

f i v e years of the building's existence. 

^ v̂ ,̂  o-t-iil sound Brunswick County Court-
A h i s t o r i c landmark i n Southport, the s t i x f ^ ^ ^ i i t i e s are completed 

house should be adapted f o r another use once the new 

at Supply. 

Address:Cletis Clemmons, Chairman, Brunswick County Commissioners 
Brunswick County Courthouse, Southport, N.C. ' 

Acreage: lt*s4'U&H Acr*. 
UTM r e f e r e n c e : Latitude: 33°55'08" Longitude: 78°01'05" 
Verbal Boundary Description:The courthouse i s bounded to the north by 
Nash Street, to the west by Davis Street, to the south by Moore Street, 
and to the east by a lane connecting Moore and Nash streets. 



BRUNSWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE - addendum ' ' ' /• 
B u i l t around 1844, the Brunswick County Courthouse i s probably the 

second courthouse on the s i t e . W. D. Morrell may have been the architect-
builder.-'- Since i t s construction the courthouse has suffered from several 
f i r e s and has been repaired and somewhat altered. The i n t e r i o r woodwork 
dates mainly from the 1890s and 1920s. In 1922 a one story porch with 
piers was added to the facade by A. J. Robbins while making repairs 
following an extensive f i r e . The building was covered i n stucco when 
two wings were added i n the 1960s. However, none of these changes has 
been so drastic as to destroy the architectural i n t e g r i t y of t h i s other­
wise simple bui l d i n g or to lessen i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance. Set on a 
large town l o t and siirrounded by mature l i v e oaks, the Brunswick County 
Courthouse i s s t i l l one of the most impressive buildings i n Southport. 
One of only seventeen antebelliom courthouses s t i l l standing i n North 
Carolina, i t i s the only antebellum courthouse surviving i n the south­
eastern quadrant of the state. Abandoned i n the summer of 1978 when the 
county seat was moved to B o l i v i a , the courthouse today serves as the 
Town Hall for the community of Southport which owes i t s existence to the 
Brunswick County Courthouse. 

""•Carl Lounsbury, An Architectural Inventory of Southport, North Carolina, 
ah unpviblished report for the N. C. Division of Archives and History, 1978. 
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