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BRUNSWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Historical Sketch

In 1764 Brunswick County was formed from Bladen and New Hanover counties.
Its first courthouse was built of wood in that year at Lockwood's Folly. In
1808 the county seat was established at Smithville and the following year a
new wooden courthouse erected there.l The structure served for many years but
by the 1840s was in need of considerable repairs. In 1841 the court appointed
a committee "to make such alterations and repairs in the Jury Boxes and bar of
the Court House as they may think proper for the better accommodation of the
Court."?2 But repairs were not enough and before long the county was making
efforts to construct a new building.

The new courthouse was built in Smithville around 1844. In 1889 the name
of Smithville was changed to Southport because .t was.the most southerly seaport
in the state. Extensive alterations were made to the courthouse's front and
second floor in 1922 following a fire which started in the office of the
Register of Deeds. A fire also damaged the building in 1958.3: The 1844
courthouse is still standing today, although the county seat of Brunswick
County is presently being moved to the more centrally located town of Supply
and a new courthouse erected there.

Architectural Description

Set on a shaded corner lot in Southport, the Brunswick County Courthouse is
a plain, two-story, stuccoed brick building three bays wide by seven bays long.
Built in 1844, the courthouse has undergone fewer exterior renovations than
interior.

The building is a gable. roof rectangle with a slightly parapetted gable
end on the front elewation and a one-story flat roof porch sheltering the main
entrance which features double doors below a graceful fanlight. A mousetooth
cornice encircles the building and is also used as a decorative element on the
modern design wings which flank the rear half of the building. 01d photographs
reveal that the fenestration has been altered along the sides, but the stone
sills and eight-over*eiqht‘sash have been retained. A simple board belfry is
set on the roof ridge behind the front parapet. It has a flat roof and is
crowned with a hemispherical dome and plain metal finial.

1William S. Powell, The North Carolina Gazetteer (Chapel Hill:; University
of North Carolina Press, 1968), p. 67; Olds, Story of the Counties, p. 1l6.

2Brunswick County Court Minutes, December 6, 1841.

3Pdwéll, The North Carolina Gazetteer, p. 466; Ralph - I. Mintz, "Court
Houses: Brunswick County," in Bicentennial Brunswick County (Brunswick
County Historical Society, 1964), p. 10.




Brunswick County Courthouse 2

The interior plan is the conventional lengthwise hall flanked by
offices on the first floor and the courtroom on the second. The interiors
have undergone many changes over the years, including vertical tongue-and-
groove wainscot, lowered acoustical tile ceilings, and asphalt tile
floors. The original, tall, five-panel rear doors remain, however. The
variety of styles in the second floor courtroom also illustrates the numbex
of remodelings the interior has undergone over the one hundred and thirty-
five years of the building's existence. i

A historic landmark in Southport, the still sound Brunswick County Court~
house should be adapted for another use once the new facilities are completed
at Supply. '
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BRUNSWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE - addendum

Built around 1844, the Brunswick County Courthouse is probably the
second courthouse on the site. W. D. Morrell may have been the architect-
builder.l sSince its construction the courthouse has suffered from several
fires and has been repaired and somewhat altered. The interior woodwork
dates mainly from the 1890s and 1920s. 1In 1922 a one story porch with
piers was added to the facade by A. J. Robbins while making repairs
following an extensive fire. The building was covered in stucco when
two wings were added in the 1960s. However, none of these changes has
been so drastic as to destroy the architectural integrity of this other-
wise simple building or to lessen its historical significance. Set on a
large town lot and surrounded by mature live oaks, the Brunswick County
Courthouse is still one of the most impressive buildings in Southport.

One of only seventeen antebellum courthouses still standing in North
Carolina, it is the only antebellum courthouse surviving in the south-
eastern quadrant of the state. Abandoned in the summer of 1978 when the
county seat was moved to Bolivia, the courthouse today serves as the
Town Hall for the community of Southport which owes its existence to the
Brunswick County Courthouse.

lCarl Lounsbury, An Architectural Inventory of Southport, North Carolina,
an unpublished report for the N. C. Division of Archives and History, 1978.
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