
ALAMANCE COlTNTy COURTHOUSE 

Hi s t o r i c a l Sketch 

Alamance County was formed i n 1849 from Orange County, and_Graham was 
designated as i t s county seat. I t s f i r s t coujthouse was buxlt i n 1849, of 
br i c k , and remodeled i n 1882, 1888, and 1889^ The buildi n g was i n use 
u n t i l 1924 when the cit i z e n s of Alamance b u i l t a new one a f t e r resolving a 
disagreement over the location of the structure. The county commissioners 
had intended to use a block containing several businesses as the location f o r 
the new courthouse, but i n 1923 W. J. Hicks, a merchant, "had said that he 
would contest i n the courts the r i g h t of the commissioners to condemn the 
ent i r e block i n which i s located his store b u i l d i n g f o r a Court House s i t e . 
The argument was solved when the a r c h i t e c t , Harry Barton of Greensboro, 
displayed h i s plans "showing the size of the proposed new courthouse. Harry 
Barton (1876-1956) was a former native of Philadelphia whose o f f i c e s were 
located i n Greensboro f o r most of his career. He was noted f o r planning 
pidQlic buildings including many of the courthouses of North Carolina. He 
i s w e l l remembered f o r his use of Neo-Classical design and r i c h materials 
i n construction and ornamentation. After examining Barton's plans, the 
commissioners then voted unanimously to locate the new structure on the s i t e 
of the old. The new bu i l d i n g cost approximately $250,000, 

Arc h i t e c t u r a l Description . '-̂  " ̂  : # 

The Alamance County Courthouse i s an imposing three-story stone b u i l d i n g 
located on a hexagonal p l o t i n the center of Graham's commercial d i s t r i c t . 
The Neo-Classical Revival buil d i n g was designed i n 1924 by Harry Barton of 
Greensboro. Barton, a native of Philadelphia, i s noted f o r his sophisticated 
handling of the Neo-Classical s t y l e i n public buildings, as exemplified m 
his other county courthouses of the same era. Cumberland, Gu i l f o r d , Johnston 
and Surry county courthouses e x h i b i t Barton's formal treatment of the 
cl a s s i c a l s t y l e . The sophisticated and r i c h l y detailed Alaa»ance County 
Courthouse i s the most intpressiye b u i l d i n g of Graham, as i t commands the 
skyline of the town from the major streets which le^d t o " i t s steps. I t s 
scale, s t y l e , and materials blend w e l l w i t h the town's comperpial buildings, 
many of which are contemporaries of the courthous4, TSie courthouse s 
symbolic s i t i n g and o f f i c i a l appearance make i t the major landmark o t 
Graham, >. i.,., . 

The Alamance County Courthouse i s dominated by a hexastyle portico 
carrying an entablature which bears the i n s c r i p t i o n "Alamance County Court­
house," The t a l l stone columns have acanthus and palmette c a p i t a l s . This 

\ r e d A. Olds, Story of the Counties of North Carolina (Oxford: Oxford's 

Orphanage Press, 1921), p. 11, : 

\lamance County, Minutes of the Board of County Commissioners, Vols. 
10-11, 1912-1918, Minutes of May 17, November 5, 1923. I 
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order i s repeated on the other elevations of the b u i l d i n g i n order to con­
tinue the main facade scheme around the b u i l d i n g , as i t s hub-like location 
makes the b u i l d i n g v i s i b l e and accessible from a l l sides. The f l a t roof 
i s concealed by a parapet w a l l above the main entablature of the b u i l d i n g . 
Windows are l i n t e l e d , and are capped by stone cornices and l i n t e l s with 
keystones. The four entrances to the b u i l d i n g have elaborate entablatures 
resting on s c r o l l consoles decorated with a crest of anthemion and palmette 
antefixes. 

The f i r s t f l o o r contains o f f i c e s divided by wide cross h a l l s which meet 
at an octagonal c i r c u l a t i o n space. A marble medallion radiates from the 
center of the octagon, and the rest of the f l o o r i s l a i d i n mosaic t i l e . 
At the ends of the h a l l s are s t a i r s w i t h i r o n r a i l i n g s which lead to the 
courtroom. This chamber i s characterized by f i n e wood t r i m i n the 
cl a s s i c a l s t y l e . Although Barton integrated his decorative theme i n t o 
a l l aspects of the b u i l d i n g , such as columnar i r o n lamps which frame the 
entrances t o the courthouse, he focused his i n t e r i o r decoration on the 
courtroom. Robust moldings, pedimented overdoors, cornices, and raised 
paneled doors and wainscots enrich the room. Although renovations have 
been made to the i n t e r i o r , i t retains much of i t s o r i g i n a l f i n i s h . 

Address: G. Cranford Amick, Chairman, Alamance County Commissioners 
Alamance County Courthouse, Graham, N. C. 27^3 

Acrê 'age: less than one acre . 
UTM reference: i7/644040/3992600 
Verbal Boundary description: The courthouse is situated in the center 

of Graham on an octagonal plot hounded by Elm and Main Streets. 
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