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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bumpas-Troy House i n Greensboro stands on a wooded l o t which was once 
adjacent to the Greensboro College campus. The two-and-one-half-story brick Greek 
Revival s t y l e house has imposing Greek Doric columns and a crossetted f r o n t doorj^ 
frame. The rear of the house, however, underwent extensive alterations i n 1911. 
Despite these a l t e r a t i o n s , the i n t e g r i t y of the structure has not been ruined. 

The three bay wide house i s b u i l t of b r i c k , ' l a i d i n a Flemish bond v a r i a t i o n 
of one to three, one to four, and one to f i v e . (That i s , one row of Flemish bond 
over three, four, or f i v e rows of p l a i n stretchers.) The paired sets of windows i n 
the side bays, as well as the single window and the door i n the central front bay, 
appear to be o r i g i n a l . The brickwork surrounding these openings does not appear to 
have been altered at any time. The windows of the facade have six-over-six sash, 
the bottom sash probably being 1911 replacements. They are set i n pla i n mitered ^ 
frames with no blinds. The Greek Revival s t y l e f r o n t door consists of two f u l l -
length, v e r t i c a l , raised panels, and i s surmounted by a transom of three panes. The 
entire facade i s sheltered by a four-columned portico. The columns are believed to 
be o r i g i n a l to the facade, but according to the Troy s i s t e r s ^ granddaughters of 
Reverend Sidney Bumpas, the porch area was expanded i n 1911. Interrupting the roof-
l i n e i s a large f i v e window dormer of the 1911 era. 

The loain block of the house i s two bays deep. On the south side there are two 
f i r s t - f l o o r windows which appear to be a part of the 1911 remodeling e f f o r t , as the 
brickwork around them has been altered. There are no second-story windows on the 
south side,^but two small windows with two-over-two sash occur i n the gable end. On 
the north side of the house there are no windows except for two in. the gable end 
which are i d e n t i c a l to those on the south side. Both the north and south ends have 
i n t e r i o r chimneys, and the gables display a heavy, continuous, boxed cornice with 
simple returns. ,-. . 

A two-story wing at the rear of the house was also part of the o r i g i n a l structure. 
The Troy sisters recollected that, "The s t a i r s from the narrow front,ha^-l led two 
thirds of the way to the second f l o o r then a l i t t l e platform and one step l e ^ west 
to the entrance of the 'Long Room' b u i l t over both dining room and kitchen." 

In 1911, when the house was remodeled, a wing with a projecting bay was added 
to the southwest side of the main block of the house, an apartment was created out 
of the t h i r d f l o o r a t t i c story, and a long, sloped shed dormer replaced the single 
dormer window over the portico. Also i n 1911 the second story of the back wing was 
shingled and given a gambrel-roof, and a small room was added behind the north, second 
fl o o r bedroom of the main house. A small porch was also created under t h i s room. 

Most of the wa l l f i n i s h i n the Bumpas-Troy house was altered i n 1911, with the 
probable exceptions of the north, front room on the f i r s t f l o o r and the two f r o n t rooms 
on the second f l o o r . The f i r s t f l o o r of the house o r i g i n a l l y followed a central h a l l 
plan with a perpendicular wing at the rear. In the 1911 remodeling, the south w a l l of 
the central h a l l was removed to enlarge the l i v i n g room, and the s t a i r was moved to the 
rear of the main b^ock of the house i n order to accomodate second and t h i r d f l o o r 
apartment tenants. The south, front room i s graced by a large fireplace with a pul-
vinated f r i e z e , probably of 1911 o r i g i n , and an opening which has been p a r t l y enclosed 
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with t i l e . The wall f i n i s h i s rough plaster above a flat-paneled wainscot three quarters 
of the height of the wall and a molded c e i l i n g cornice. The wainscot was probably 
added i n 1911, as were the windows and window seats which flank the fireplace. The 
window and door t r i m , l i k e that i n the other rooms of the house, i s post and l i n t e l 
type with an applied, p l a i n molding around the outer edge. 

In the north, front room there i s no paneling, but the room has a t a l l molded 
baseboard, a molded c e i l i n g cornice, and a fireplace with a deep, pla i n f r i e z e 
carried on heavy p i l a s t e r s , which are probably o r i g i n a l . The fireplace opening has 
been adapted to coal use. The walls are plaster, and the doors, hung on nineteenth 
century butt hinges, are composed of two f u l l - l e n g t h v e r t i c a l panels. According 
to family t r a d i t i o n , i t was i n t h i s room that Frances Bumpas printed The Weekly Message. 

The o r i g i n a l dining room, which was part of the rear wing of thehouse, has been 
severed into a small h a l l , a bathroom, and a closet. The features which remain, how­
ever, are a t a l l baseboard, a c e i l i n g cornice, and rough plaster walls. 

D i r e c t l y behind the old dining room i s the o r i g i n a l kitchen. I t s walls are rough 
plaster, and there i s a large projecting chimney breast on the west wa l l . The opening 
has been e n t i r e l y enclosed and the walls have been covered three quarters of t h e i r 
height w i t h t i l e . Ethel Troy wrote of her grandparents' home that, "There were huge 
chimneys. . .the largest was from the kitchen w^th i t s brick oven. Downstairs was 
parlor, l i v i n g room, dining room, and kitchen." A small back porch has been added 
behind the kitchen. 

The twentieth century dining room was added to the southwest side of the house 
i n 1911 i n the form of a rectangular room with a projecting bay. This room has a 
wainscot i d e n t i c a l to that of the l i v i n g room. The fireplace i s on the west wall 
and has a mantel shelf supported by consoles on either end and brackets between them. 
Directly to the rear of t h i s added wing i s a sun porch which was b u i l t i n the 1940s 
or 1950s. 

The second story of the main block of the house also follows a central h a l l 
plan. The rooms on either side of the h a l l are very similar: neither i s ornate but 
both exhibit the heavy molded baseboards of the Greek Revival period; as well as 
thic k , p l a i n t r i m window and door frames, and fireplaces capped by heavy friezes and 
flanked by wide p i l a s t e r s . The c e l l i n g cornices are t h i n . Both rooms have an unusual 
projecting curve i n the west fireplace wall which does not occur on the f i r s t f l o o r . 

Behind the south, front room i s the second f l o o r of the 1911 addition. The 
wall f i n i s h i n t h i s room i s consistent with the o r i g i n a l rooms, except i n the absence 
of cornice molding. The fireplace, located on the west w a l l , i s surrounded by a very 
heavy architrave and has a wide pi l a s t e r on either side of the opening. 

GPO 892 455 
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Behind the north, front room s i t s another 1911 addition. This small, square 
room has a t a l l baseboard and a t h i n c e i l i n g cornice. The window and door frames are 
i d e n t i c a l to those i n the north, f r o n t room. There i s no fireplace. 

The central h a l l between the two, second f l o o r , f r o n t rooms empties into the 
o r i g i n a l 'Long Room'; th i s area encompassed the second f l o o r of the rear wing and was 
used as a school room for many years. In 1911 t h i s space was remodeled to contain the 
s t a i r h a l l , a bathroom, and a back room which now serves as a kitchen for an apartment. 
The w a l l f i n i s h i n the rooms created from the 'Long Room' i s consistent with the rest 
of the house. . 

Behind the Bumpas-Troy house are two o r i g i n a l outbuildings; one wa^ Frances 
Bumpas's smokehouse and the other was Reverend Bumpas's carriage house. These are 
simple rectangular frame structures with gable roofs. 

FOOTNOTES , ' ".'r:>Z''?' 'y' ' ' ' i ' • .'V, 

•'•J. A. Matheson and W. E. B l a i r , "Appraisal of 114 Mendenhall Street," March 30. 
1922, Sue Vernon Williams Papers, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

2 
Ethel Troy, "Frances Bumpas, Lady Editor, Ran Paper i n Old Greensboro," The 

Greensboro Record (March 10, 1951), p. 3. - ' • 
3„ Their Promised Land," Troy Papers, Brock Museum, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

1 Matheson and B l a i r , "Appraisal"; "Valuable Papers to the Troys", Troy Papers, 
Brock Museum, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Interview with Mrs. B i l l Brodnax, Greensboro, North Carolina, August 18, 1976. 

^Ethel Troy, "With a Century of Accumulated Good Wishes, 1847-1961", December 1961, 
Sue Vernon Williams Papers, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

^Ethel Troy, "Frances Bumpas, Lady Editor, Ran Paper i n Old Greensboro," The 
Greensboro Record (March 10, 1951), p. 3. 

• • ' ''y " ^ ' t ' . '•• v" 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bumpas-Troy house, located on a wooded l o t i n Greensboro, i s one of the few 
examples of Greek Revival architecture surviving i n the c i t y . B u i l t i n 1847 for the 
Reverend Sidney D. Bumpas, the house remained i n the Bumpas family u n t i l 1975. The 
property i s c h i e f l y associated with Mrs. Frances Moore Webb Bumpas, a pious lady who, 
as a widow, carried on her husband's ideals of Christian education. Mrs. Bumpas i s 
noted, among other accomplishments, for her r o l e as an early newspaper editor and 
publisher. From 1851 to 1872, she managed and edited The Weekly Message, an early 
Methodist-related weekly newspaper i n North Carolina. 

Sidney Bumpas was born i n 1808 and ̂ s a young man "had concluded to y i e l d to 
my father's wishes and become a farmer." i n 1835, however, he "received an i n v i t a t i o n 
from the Holy S p i r i t to g higher and ho l i e r c a l l i n g , " and i n 1836 he began his c i r c u i t 
as a Methodist minister. I n December, 1842, he married Frances Moore Webb, whom he 
described as "the l^dy who should possess most of the excellencies I desired, w i t h 
the fewest f a u l t s . " Sidney Bumpas had informed Frances Webb of his intentions by 
sending her a Reference Bible i n which he^hkd marked several passages pertaining to 
love, 

Frances Moore Webb was born i n 1819 to Isaac and Harriet Webb of Mecklenburg •. 
County, V i r g i n i a . When she was very young, her parents moved to Person County, North 
Carolina. She met Sidney Bumpas when he administered her f i n a l examinations at the 
school of the Reverend D. G. Doak i n Orange County, North Carolina. Frances Webb 
passed her examinations and^taught school i n Granville County for four years before 
she married Bumpas i n 1842. The young couple was stationed i n Raleigh, Pittsboro, 
Louisburg, and New Bern before coming to Greensboro i n 1846. geverned Bumpas had 
been appointed the Presiding E^^er of the Greensboro D i s t r i c t . In 1847, Bumpas 
bought from Greensboro College land on which he soon began building a home for his 
family which was, according t ^ a granddaughter, Ethel Troy, "constructed according to 
authentic Greek proportions." While the house was being b u i l t , Frances Bumpas and 
the couple's two children stayed at Greensboro Female College of which Reverend 
Bumpas was a trustee. 

During his Greensboro assignment, Sidney Bumpas began to f u l f i l l a longtime dream 
of s t a r t i n g a newspaper; as he wrote i n his journal, "the matter of which should be 
adapted to the popular taste and the price w i t h i n reach of almost everybody." The 
f i r s t or "specimen issue" was published i n June 1851. In an e d i t o r i a l Sidney Bumpas 
wrote th a t , "The Editors great aim sh a l l be to point out the relationship between 
r e l i g i o n and whatever engrosses the public attention from time to time. . . . For 
want of a paper s u f f i c i e n t l y cheap to reach the masses, we have found them not par-
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t l c u l a r l y impressed with t h e i r duties as Christian c i t i z e n s . " ^ ^ Bumpas also f e l t 
that "A man of God who does not read the paper is often found preaching a sermon to ^.^ 
his generation which should have been (and probably was) delivered to his forefathers." 

In December, 1851, Sidney Bumpas died of typhoid fever while attending the 
Methodist conference i n Salisbury, North Carolina. His son had died of the same disease 
only four days before i n Greensboro. Frances Bumpas l e f t her son's body to be buried 
by rel a t i v e s while she went to her dying husband i n Salisbury. Mrs. Bumpas's journal 
recalled that her husband wished her to continue the publication of The Weekly Message. 

Frances Bumpas had pledged to carry on The Weekly Message, but i t was not an 
easy task. On February 6, 1852, Mrs. Bumpas wrote that she was often thinking "what 
I must do for support. I fear to undertake to do much for the paper, unless I was 
more talended and learned, and besides my small children w i l l require much of the 
mother's att e n t i o n . The way does not seem open for school teaching." By July, 1852, 
however, Frances Bumpas had more than 20 pupils and by August, 1852, she was "attending 
to my beloved emplojnnent l e f t to me by my dear husband." In November, 1852, Mrs. 
Bumpas did not know whether to keep the paper herself or give i t up to others. " I t 
seemed clear that I ought to of f e r i t to the conference. The members did not think 
best to adopt i t , and i t seemed l e f t i n my hands a second time. I t does not more 
than pay expenses, and friends think the prospect gloomy. . . i t does seem^^that I 
ought to take charge of i t . . .1 believe He w i l l make my e f f o r t succeed." 

The f i r s t year the paper had continued to be published by Sidney Bumpas' foreman 
at the shop on Gaston and North Elm Streets. The paper was losing money, however, 
and Frances Bumpas decided to move the presses to her home on South Mendenhall Street 
and publish i t herself for several reasons. Her family duties would be more easily 
performed with the press at home, and i t avoided the taboo against ladies going • /, 
downtown to work. Mrs. Bumpas retained the foreman for another year and from him 
she, her daughters, and several students from Greensboro College learned to set type 
and run the presses. The press was a Franklin Press; i t was run by hand and required 
two people to operate i t . Mrs. Bumpas has been described as the "editor, reporter, 
businj^s manager, advertising manager, c i r c u l a t i o n manager, and foreman of the c^^mposing 
room" — i n sum, "North Carolina's best-known editress of a religious j o u r n a l . " 

The paper continued to reach many people who had never been able to receive news­
papers, and i t carried a steadying message before and during the C i v i l War. The 
Weekly Message circulated such thoughts as, "God i s not i n perplexity when a f f a i r s are 
i n perplexity," or "When we are f a i t h f u l to the charge of the colored people i n our 
midst we s h a l l have peace." According to a granddaughter. Union soldiers camped 
around J^e house during the War and Mrs. Bumpas allowed them to have prayers with her 
family. 

GPO 89 2 455 
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After the War, Frances Bumpas continued to publish The Weekly Message, but she 
had always contended that "When the Message has accomplished i t s mission, l e t i t die 
i n peace." In 1872, when The North Carolina Christian Advocate appeared as the 
o f f i c i a l organ of the Me|^odist Church and began to run successfully. The Wefekly 
Message ceased to exist. But Frances Bumpas s t i l l had work to do. 

Mrs. Bumpas f e l t that Southern women must be more active and assertive outside 
the home: "They had hesitated f e a r f u l l e s t i t be said they were stepping beyond 
t h e i r sphere." The time had come for the Southern woman to take part i n the world 
around her. In her unassuming way, Frances Bumpas began to work w i t h i n the Methodist 
Church to set up women's missionary societies. She succeeded and became the f i r s t 
corresponding secretary of the North Carolina Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, as 
well as a member of the Board of Missions. Mrs. Bumpas stated her feelings about 
women's roles: "Sisters, we have t a r r i e d too long 
i n t h i s favored age, to r i s e to the noblest possib 

Each of us owes i t t^gherself, 
i l i t i e s of our nation." 

Frances Webb Bumpas and her daughter, Eugenia, continued to be active i n West 
Market Street Methodist Church. Mrs. Bumpas became affectionately known as "Aunt 
Bumpas" to the community, and her gentle manner and strong s p i r i t have become almost 
legendary. She died i n May, 1898. 

Bumpas' w i l l had l e f t his whole estate to Frances fo r "her natural l i f e or 
widowhood," but i f she should die or remarry, the estate was to be divided between 
the children (Duella, Eugenia, and Robah) "except my dwelling house, f u r n i t u r e and 
ute n s i l s , which together with a convenient l o t about i t so l a i d o f f as to embrace the 
outhouses and garden s h a l l be held undistributed as a residence for my single daughter 
or daughters, u n t i l her or t h e i r marriage." His ̂ gughter, Eugenia, never married, 
but Duella wed Captain Robert Preston Troy i n 1871. In 1872 Frances Bumpas, Eu^^nia 
Bumpas, and Robah Bumpas deeded the house to t h e i r married si s t e r and her family. 
Duella and Robert Troy had |^ven children who upon t h e i r parents' deaths each inherited 
oneseventh of the property. Allah Troy, a daughter, lived i n the house most of 
her adult l i f e , and her three s i s t e r s . Lota, Nina, and Ethel, came back to Greensboro 
fo l i v e a f t e r t h e i r respective retirements. Allah had worked for a Greensboro insurance 
f i r m . Lota had been head of the a r t department at Sophie Newcomb College i n Louisiana, 
Nina had been a missionary to China fo r over twenty years, and Ethel had traveled i n 
the northeastern United States fo^^the Y. W. C. A. Upon Ethel's death i n 1975, the 
house went to Greensboro College. The College, however, did not have the funds to 
maintain i t , and i n Feb^jiary, 1976, the house was bought by William P. H. Stevens 
and his wife, Margaret. 
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FOOTNOTES ^ 

•''Bumpas Journals, Vol. 2, 1842, Reverend Sidney D. Bumpas, Autobiography and 
Journal, Brock Museum, Greensboro, North Carolina, p. 5. 

2 . • > .• • 
I b i d . . • ' - .. ' ' V 

3 ^ • - ' • y's. :̂ ' • • • '•' •'•' 
I b i d . , p. 24. . ' 

^Lucy Robertson, "Frances Webb Bumpas, 1819-1898," i n Founders and Builders of 
Greensboro, 1808-1908 (Greensboro, N. C: James J. Stone and Co., 1925) p. 168. 

^ I b i d . : , • • -

^ I b i d . , p. 169. ' , : . 

''Ethel Troy, "With a Century of Accumulated Good Wishes, 1847-1961," December, 
1961, Sue Vernon Williams Papers. 

Ethel Troy, "Frances Bumpas, Lady Editor, Ran Paper i n Old Greensboro," The 
Greensboro Record (March 10, 1951) p. 3. 

Ethel Troy, "Methodist Preacher In Old Raleigh Kept Busy," The News and Observer, 
Raleigh, N. C. (May 4, 1952) p. IV-2. 

^ " i b i d . , ^ ^ .̂ 

11 .' y'&'':%' 
Troy, "Lady Editor." , • > , 

^ ^ I b i d . 

I: • 3̂ y- . • • • ... •• • ........ • . 
Bumpas Journals, Volume 3, 1842-1854, Fannie Moore Webb Bumpas Journals, pp. 65-68; 

Lucy Robertson, Mrs. Frances M. Bumpas, Autobiography and Journal, Greensboro Public 
Library, p. 43. ^ 

•'•^Nell Craig, "Mrs. Frances Bumpas Edited for 20 Years 'The Weekly Message,'" 
Greensboro Daily Record (May 10, 1925) p. 3A. :3 

^^Henry ^ Stroupe, "The Beginnings of Religious Journalism i n North Carolina, 1823-
1865," North Carolina H i s t o r i c a l Review, Vol. XXX, January, 1953, p. 11. 
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•'•̂ Troy, "Lady Editor"; interview with Sue Vernon Williams, Greensboro, N.C, 
August 23, 1976; interview with Mrs. B i l l Brodnax, Greensboro, N.C, August 18, 1976. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Robertson, "Frances Webb Bumpas," pp. 169-170. 

Troy, "Lady Editor". ' 'f^'- .' 

Guilford County Estates Office, Book C (1850), p. 369, Greensboro, N.C. 

Interview with Sue Vernon Williams, Greensboro, N.C, August 23, 1976. 

Guilford County, Register of Deeds Office, Deed Book 44, p. 505, Greensboro, N.C 

Guilford County, Register of Deeds Office, Deed Book 298, p. 212, Greensboro, N.C. 

Eleanor D. Kennedy, "Home's Fate Hangs," The Greensboro Daily News (July 6, 1972). 

Guilford County, Register of Deeds Office, Deed Book 2811, p. 271, Greensboro, N.C 
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Caldwell, Bettie D., compiler. Founders and Builders of Greensboro. Greensboro, N.C: 
James J. Stone & Co., 1925. 

Greensboro Daily News. Greensboro, N.C. July, 1968. July 6, 1972. August 21, 1975. 

Greensboro Daily Record. Greensboro, N.C. May 10, 1925. 

Greensboro Public Library. Caldwell-Jones Room. Bumpas Fil e s , Historic House F i l e , 
West Market Street Methodist Church F i l e . Greensboro, N.C. 

Guilford County. Estates Office. W i l l s . Greensboro, N.C. 

Guilford County. Register of Deeds Office. Deed Books 44, 298, and 2811. Greensboro, 
North Carolina. - , > ; 

Interviews by Gwynne S. Taylor with Miss Sue Vernon Williams, August 23, 1976. Mrs. 
B i l l Brodnax, August 18, 1976. Mr. James G. MacLamroc, August 18, 1976. 

Robertson, Lucy. Mrs. Frances M. Bumpas, Autobiography and Journal. 

Stroupe, Henry S. "Beginnings of Religious Journalism i n North Carolina, 1823-1865". 
North Carolina H i s t o r i c a l Review. XXX. January, 1953. 

The Greensboro Record. March 10, 1951. March 29, 1968. Greensboro, N.C. 

The News and Observer. May 4, 1925. Raleigh, N.C. " "• 

West Market Street Methodist Church. Compiled by Church coiranittee. Greensboro: 1934. 

West Market Street Methodist Church. Women's Foreign Missionary Society Journals and 
other papers. Greensboro, N.C. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

James B. Hunt, Jr, 
G overnor 

Sara Hodgk ins 
Secretary 

Division of Archives and History 
Larry E. Tise, Director 

March 14, 1977 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service . , , 
18th and C Streets, NW • 
Washington, DC 20240 N ; ' " 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination f o r the Bumpas-Troy House i n Guilford 
County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic 
Places. -

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours, -?' 

Larry E. Tise 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

LET/dk 

cc: Hon. Robert Morgan 
Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon. Richardson Preyer 
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Also Notified 

Hon. Robert Iforgan 
Bon. Jesse Ha las 
Goa. RleiMrdsoa ?r«y«r 
Hon. Welter B. Jones 

Regional Director, Southeast Region 

'880 Mott/js 12/14/77 

Stste Historic PreserretlOB Officer 
Dr. Larry K. Tise 
Siraetor, Diylslon of Archives 

and History 
DepartsMit of Caltarai laaaureaa 
109 last Jooea Street 
lalaliih. North Carolina 27611 
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