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Oak Lawn i s a t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian-Federal styl e plantation house with d i s t i n c t i v e 
features clearly related to Holly Bend, a nearby house also related by family t i e s . Oak 
Lawn, facing south, i s a two-story, five-bay, frame house resting on a stone foundation 
with Flemish bond exterior end chimneys. The foundation has i r o n a i r vents. The central 
entrance i s s l i g h t l y o f f center to the west ( l e f t ) , as i s the corresponding window above. 

A three-bay, one-story replacement porch protects the handsome entrance, markedly 
similar to that at Holly Bend; the entrance has slender, f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s flanking a boldly 
molded, three-part door frame which contains a f o u r - l i g h t transom. Near the top edge of 
the transom each of the pi l a s t e r s i s a f l u t e d s c r o l l console surmounted by an applied 
cir c u l a r molding; above, the p i l a s t e r continues, unadorned, to the porch c e i l i n g cornice. 
The front door has six shallow f l a t panels. The three-bay w a l l area of the porch i s flush 
sheathed and i s separated from the lapped siding by pil a s t e r s similar to those flanking 
the door. The lapped siding i s replacement but the flush siding appears to be o r i g i n a l . 
There are three granite front steps; the f i r s t step has a volute on each end. • 

The windows also have three-part molded frames as well as molded s i l l s . The window 
sash i s nine-over-nine at both levels but smaller at the second l e v e l . The windows at the 
f i r s t l e v e l have shutters with three f l a t panels i n each lea f , supported by strap hinges; 
there are fixed louvered shutters at the second l e v e l . The shutters and blinds are 
replacements but are said to be patterned a f t e r the o r i g i n a l . 

The cornice of the house and the front and rear porches(isjornamented with a series 
of blocks formed by incised lines suggestive of t i n y t r iglyphs—one block running 
v e r t i c a l l y and the next running horizontally. This pattern i s said to have been o r i g i n a l 
but the cornice was so badly decayed that i t had to be replaced. The cornice has a small, 
neat return at each gable end. The gable ends are s i m i l a r , with windows flanking the 
chimney at both the f i r s t and second f l o o r s , as well as e i g h t - l i g h t windows flanking the 
chimney i n each gable. The basement entrance i s i n the east gable end,north of the chimney. 
The gable ends have no roof overhang. The rear of the house i s similar to the f r o n t except 
for a door i n place of a window i n the second bay from the east end and a one-story, hip­
roof porch that carries the length of the house. The extra door led into a one-story wing, 
since removed, that can be seen i n a documentary photograph made i n 19A1. 

The i n t e r i o r i s a modified "Quaker plan" with center h a l l ; that i s , there i s one large 
room to one side and two small ones at the other. The h a l l has a molded chair r a i l and 
cornice. The open-string s t a i r rises from the rear of the h a l l along the east wall i n an 
unbroken run. A unique feature of the s t a i r i s the end of the f i r s t step which i s defined 
by an extended baseboard i n a crossette-like manner. The square newel and one baluster 
rest on the f i r s t step. The balustrade treatment, l i k e that at Holly Bend i s , Georgian i n 
feeling and i s much lower than might be normally expected. The newel has a molded cap 
flush with the molded handrail. The handrail i s supported by very short, turned balusters, 
two per step: both have an equally unturned long base section, but the urn-like turned 
section of the rear one of each pair i s longer to accommodate the r i s e of the handrail. 
The s t a i r brackets are ornamented with d i s t i n c t i v e , f a n c i f u l curvilinear forms. The s t r i n g 
i s defined by a robust half-round molding which i s repeated on the wall above the s t a i r 
treads. The horizontal, wooden edges of the s t a i r supporting platform are chamfered and 
molded. There i s a closet beneath the s t a i r , and the s o f f i t of the s t a i r has one large, 
f l a t panel. 



Form No. 10-300a , . ,• , . 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEtVED 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTINUATION SHEET J . ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE one > 

The i n t e r i o r doors have six shallow f l a t panels and are supported by long strap 
hinges. Much of the o r i g i n a l hardware survives throughout the house. The parlor i s to 
the west of the h a l l and occupies a l l of that end of the house. I t has a chair r a i l , 
wainscot, and molded cornice similar to the h a l l but i t i s dominated by the vigorous, 
vernacular, highly ornamented chimney piece which i s nearly i d e n t i c a l to that at Holly Bend. 
Flanking a reeded, molded architrave are pila s t e r s resting on unadorned plin t h s of base­
board height and r i s i n g to the height of the f i r e opening to a small s c r o l l shaped 
console with gouged stop molding which ends at the top with a curvilinear pattern. The 
console has a reeded and molded lower portion. A doubled, square-link chain-like motif i s 
deeply incised to about one-third of the way down the p i l a s t e r . The molded and reeded 
shelf breaks over the end consoles and center t a b l e t ; the tablet i s unadorned except for 
quarter fans i n each corner. The overmantel has two panels with a molded outer frame and 
a cable molding w i t h i n . At the upper, outside corners of each panel i s a truncated p i l a s t e r 
and cap with pierced stop f l u t i n g and a reeded band. The molded reeded band carries into 
a broken pediment with c i r c u l a r bosses ornamented with uneven gougework i n a ro s e t t e - l i k e 
pattern. The pediments are joined to the central element above the panels by a cable 
molding swag. The central element—an elaborate composition resembling a t a l l , complex 
keystone—reaches almost to the c e i l i n g and consists, from top to base, of a reeded and 
molded band, a wooden f l o r a l boss, and small molded band, a block with two concentric 
applied rings, and a molded console resting on a gouged band with a gouged sh e l l design 
suspended from the bottom. Near the bottom of the panels, separating them, i s a reeded 
and molded block. ^ 

Across the h a l l i n the front room are a chair r a i l , wainscot, and molded cornice 
similar to the others with notable but less elaborate mantel. The other room of the f i r s t 
f l o o r has become a kitchen. The upstairs rooms are well finished but less elaborate than 
the f i r s t f l o o r . Remnants of "Captain Cook" wallpaper, issued by Dufour i n Macon, France, 
1804, remain i n a corner of an upstairs room made into a closet. 

To the rear of the house i s a brick well house made of brick which are l a i d i n Flemish 
bond. There are i r o n v e n t i l a t o r g r i l l s i n the we l l house walls. There i s also a small 
square Greek Revival outbuilding with pyramidal roof. 
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Oak Lawn i s a Federal plantation house b u i l t around 1820 for planter Benjamin 
Davidson. One of southern Piedmont Mecklenburg County's notable group of Federal era 
dwellings, i t i s especially s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s elaborate vernacular woodwork of a vigorous 
and d i s t i n c t i v e character, clea r l y the work of the same carpenter who worked at nearby 
Holly Bend, a house related by family as wel l as s t y l i s t i c connections. 

The t r a d i t i o n a l building date for Benjamin Wilson Davidson's house, l a t e r called Oak 
Lawn, i s 1818, the year Davidson married Elizabeth (Betsy) Latta. The property on which 
the house was b u i l t , however, was not acquired from his father (Major John Davidson, a 
participant i n the American Revolution) u n t i l A p r i l 14, 1819. Furthermore, purchases from 
Charleston i n Davidson's account with his father-in-law, James Latta, i n 1821, are of the 
type and quantity to indicate the building of his house at that time. Tradition holds 
that Davidson was called "Independence Ben" by his father because he was born on May 20, ^ 
1787, the t w e l f t h anniversary of the controversial Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. 

Davidson li v e d the l i f e of a prosperous cotton planter as a member of the numerous 
and l o c a l l y prominent Davidson family. Davidson died r e l a t i v e l y young i n 1829, leaving 
his widow wi t h six sons. Betsy Latta, Benjamin's wife, had been educated at Salem Academy 
where, i t i s said, the Moravians placed much stress on gardening. One of her granddaughters, 
Mrs. J. W. Bradfield, wrote of the house as i t appeared j u s t a f t e r the C i v i l War. She 
described an avenue of oaks a quarter of a mile long, leading from the house to the road. 
Where the oaks ended, cedars were planted to lengthen the avenue almost a mile. She 
further described the gardens with t h e i r rows of altheas (Rose of Sharon), both white and 
l i l a c , the neat beds bordered with trimmed box bushes. There were also beds of old fashion­
ed flowers and herbs which were planted to blend the aromas of the garden. There were long 
seats under the grapevine arbors and she t e l l s of a high brick w a l l , with four gates, 
surrounding the house. Only a few large oaks remain of the above description. Mrs. 
Bradfield continues her recolle c t i o n with the house i n t e r i o r : "But the glory of the house 
was the Indian room! I t was above the parlor and quite 30 by 20 feet. The paper was from 
England, decorated w i t h Indian scenes. Red men carrying strings of f i s h and bananas and 
loading them i n p r i m i t i v e ships and canoes." (This has been authenticated as "Captain 
Cook" wallpaper, issued by Dufour i n Macon, France, 1804.) She continued with her recollec­
t i o n that t h i s was the guest room and there were three or four beds i n t h i s room. The 
kitchen at t h i s time was described as being f o r t y feet from the rear door. 

Following her husband's death, Betsy Davidson remained at Oak Lawn u n t i l 1835. I t i s 
said that because of her strong re l i g i o u s convictions (Presbyterian) that she would never 
permit a f i r e i n the kitchen on Sunday; meals were prepared on Saturday and the servants 
were given a day of rest. To her religious convictions was also a t t r i b u t e d her calm among 
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the panic and cries of "Judgement Day" that ensued at midnight on November 13, 1833, 
when "the stars f e l l on North Carolina" as they did that same night on Alabama. 

On January 24, 1835, Betsy Davidson married Rufus Reid, widower of one of her 
deceased sisters who had l e f t three small daughters. They liv e d at his plantation home 
Mount Mourne" u n t i l her death following the b i r t h of t h e i r f i r s t c h i l d , a daughter. 
To further complicate the family complexities, following her death, Reid married the 
step-daughter of the t h i r d Latta s i s t e r , who was a widow with a daughter, and t h i s 
marriage produced four more children. « -. . v 

Following the C i v i l War the plantation passed from the Davidson family to John W. 
Moore who bought the property at the courthouse door on December 13, 1886. In 1904, 
the place was sold to John W. Cross and his wife; i n 1933 the farm once again was sold 
at public auction, t h i s time to the town of Huntersville. I t passed through three more 
owners and was purchased i n October, 1941, by Mr. and Mrs. Wilson L. Stratton who began 
architectural rescue work on the long neglected house. Mrs. Stratton continues as owner 
of Oak Lawn. 
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James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

19 January 1976 

Division of Archives and History 
Larry E. Tise, Director 

Dr. William J. Murtagh ?-i 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service » ^ „̂ 
18th and C streets, N.W. " i..y.i I 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for Oak Lawn i n Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Hist o r i c Places. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Larry E. Larry E. Tise 
State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 

enclosures 

cc: Hon. Robert Morgan 
Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon. James G. Martin 
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MasstiixiQUin, ^.C. 20515 

COMMITTEE: 
W A Y S A N D M E A N S 

WASHINOTON OFFICE: 

I I S CANNON HOUSE O F F I C E BUILDINO 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z05I9 

TELEPHONE: (202) 225-1976 

February 25, 1976 

Dr. William J, Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: - s 

I have recently received a l e t t e r from Mr. Larry Tise of the Department 
of Cultural Resources, State of North Carolina regarding the nomination 
of Oak Lawn as an entry i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

Oak Lawn, a c u l t u r a l l y r i c h h i s t o r i c s i t e located i n Mecklenburg County, 
i s c e r t a i n l y worthy of thi s nomination. I would appreciate your kind 
consideration i n t h i s matter. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

fames G. Martin 
'̂ Meraber of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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HoQortftbXe Jaaes G. Martin 
Ho«M of B«i»reBentatiTes 
MMiiington, D.C. 

Itear Mr. I^artin: 

I am pleased to ackztovledge yo\ir letter of February 23 eoaceming 
noaliMitioa of Oak Latwn in Mecklenburg CovHxty, Korth Carolina, to 
tiM Hatlonal Beglstesr «f Hiatoric Flaeea. 

Ife aip^eelate your Interaat in this natter and v i l l paroride you a 
rqOy at the Mrli«Bt opportunity. 

Sineerely yovcrs. 

(Sgd.) Gary Everhardt 

bcc: 
[_L§ (@2) w/c of inc. 
FNP:HCGilley:If:3/1/76 

Gary &rerbardt 
Dircetotr 



0 

. j > ^ - V i . - J . . 1 - ; 

MARllWg 

to 
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Director, Division of Archives 

and History 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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Regional Director, Southeast Region ) 
^^ijrector's Reading File 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
G overnor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

A p r i l 23, 1976 Division of Archives and History 
Larry E. Tise, Director 

Micky Lutz 
National Register 
National Park Service , ... 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r .> ' ; " ' * 
Washington, D.C. 20240 " 

Dear Micky: "v'' * ' ' •'̂ " " ' ;''V 

Enclosed i s the rear overall photograph of Oak Lawn (Benjamin W. 
Davidson House) which you requested. 

I have checked in t o the question of the dates for Holly Bend and Oak 
Lawn. Although nothing can be established conclusively, Chalmers Davidson 
has w r i t t e n a book e n t i t l e d The Plantation World Around Davidson. Dr. 
Davidson i s not only a member of the Davidson family related to both houses, 
but i s a local h i s t o r i a n of some note. He does not document his source but 
he says that Holly Bend was b u i l t ca. 1800. This does not shed a great deal 
more l i g h t on the issue, but does bring the dates of the two buildings closer 
together. 

CGS:sw 

Enclosure 

Sincerely 

Charles Greer Suttlemyre, Jr. 
Suirvey Specialist 
Survey and Planning Branch 
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DATE: ^ f ^ i / C:> U \ 

Reviewer INITIALS: ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Q 
roJ^ DOE 

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN/EDERAL REGISTER: '^^^^^XA^^^^^ ^-e^jOUnr 

OTHER NM-ES: ^ a / ^ i ^CCH^ 

LOCATION \^^°r 

/ I U). 

STREET 

CITY, TOWl 

STATE 

m . - ^ ! V U . / ( CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

\ -J - V ^ ^ COUNTŶ /̂  code I I Y 

PRIVATE) STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL CO0NTY OTHER OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTHlffiST 

F E A T U R E S : I tgERIOR EjjggRIOR EN^^JRONS 
J^fubstantially in tact -1 ^^Substantially intact-2 ._*Substantiallv intact-3 
_ unknown - 4 unknown .-5 unlcnown -6 
—not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _Not applloable-9 

—Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0 
C O N D I T I O N - — — D E T E R I O R A T E D ^ j ^ l A W E g E D ^ ^ O R I G I N A L SITE_ 

r ^ O O ^ X ^ _RU1NS ( ^ ^ Z A L T E H E ^ _ M 0 V E D 

ZyiSi _uNEXPOSED TriteeoilStructed —Unknown 
_Unexcavate<i .Excavated 

A C C E S S -

historic district 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) ; (use vbcabulary words) 

then- ^uL<^_ 

Saved ? 

now- L6 S -e -

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ARCHEOLOUY-PHEHLSTOBIC 
_ARCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC 

—ART" 

.COMMERCE 
-COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

- L A W / ( ; O v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

-LITERATURE 

-MILITARY 

-MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER {SPECIFY) 

—SOCIA L/HUM ANITARIAN 

' f i r s t ' - ' YES NO ''oldest'-' YES NO 

entertainment 
_health 

recreation 
—settlement 

socio/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

"only'-' YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! F^J^"^ 

architec0n .builder: 

landscap^garden designer; 
interior decorator; 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES; 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor; 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

ACREAGE,* (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

C O M M E N T S * (include architectural information here) 

g j G N I F I C A N C E : ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 

ir 



-^Jcter^'cr -end (U7'^n£^ 

yV(^^^ ^af^ ps^i^ S^^'^tJ i^^M ^ 1 

4 '€'/'dfr^ ̂  ^ 
ped-'erd^Ls^l^^ 

JC3 f/7f 


