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^ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Shell Service Station was b u i l t about 1930 i n the shape of a s h e l l . The structure 
stands one story high, about eighteen feet. I t i s pierced by a central front entrance. 
On the west side are two windows, recessed deeply in t o the curving side of the s h e l l ; 
one window i s on the east side. Six-over-one sash f i l l s the windows. Attached to the 
rear i s a small wooden shed, with a rear central entrance and a window on the east side 
and a door to a restroom on the west. At the intersection of the shed and the she l l i s 
a brick chimney stack. 

According to the son of one of the o r i g i n a l owners, when the station was b u i l t the 
i n t e r i o r o f f i c e was boxed i n f i r s t and then around that a wire frame b u i l t i n a three-
dimensional shell shape. Concrete was put on the wire l i k e stucco, and the ridges 
formed with hose. i . .. • • , w ,:, .-l 
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SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1930 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Contractor: Frank L. Blume & C. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . ? • 
The Shell Service Station i s a small concrete structure b u i l t I n a three-dimensional 

sh e l l shape about 1930 to advertise and s e l l Shell O i l . The building, now a repair shop, 
has significance on several l e v e l s — a s a vestige of the l i t e r a l i s m of 1930s advertising, 
as an example of the vernacular roots from which Pop architecture grew, and as an arc h i ­
t e c t u r a l object of di r e c t and almost universal appeal. 

The service s t a t i o n at the corner of Sprague and Peachtree streets was b u i l t about 
1930 by the Quality O i l Company of Winston-Salem. The company had been established i n . 
the f a l l of 1929 by Joseph Glenn and Bert Bennett to d i s t r i b u t e the products of the / 
Shell O i l Company. The Shell Company had not marketed i t s products i n North Carolina-''^ 
before the l a t e 1920s. Therefore Glenn and Bennett decided to a t t r a c t customer attention 
with a series of shell-shaped service stations. About eight of these stations were b u i l t 
i n the early 1930s throughout the Winston-Salem area, including one i n nearby Kerners­
v i l l e . The f i r s t one, and perhaps the others as w e l l , was b u i l t by contractors Frank 
L. Blum and Company. The station at Peachtree and Sprague streets i s the only one known 
to remain. Sold to James D. Watson i n 1973, i t i s now a lawnmower and small engine 
repair shop. / • 

The station i s an excellent example of the l i t e r a l i s m of advertising i n the 1920s 
and 1930. The design's semiological content i s e x p l i c i t : the building's form repeats 
v i s u a l l y the Shell gasoline brand and i s a three-dimensional representation of the Shell 
trademark. The station f a l l s i n t o the arch i t e c t u r a l category which Robert Venturi has 
defined as "ducks." That i s , the building i s l i t e r a l l y a sign, an advertisement which 
i s read and immediately comprehended. The structure, b u i l t i n 1930, i s less than f i f t y 
years old, but i t i s such a rare and unusual survival of early twentieth century adver­
t i s i n g techniques that i t merits recognition and preservation. 
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James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

30 October 1975 

Dr, William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Division of Archives and History 
Larry E. Tise, Director 

We are enclosing a nomination for the Shell Service Station i n Forsyth 
County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic 
Places, • 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please c a l l us. 

t Sincerely yours. 

Bruce MacDougal 
Deputy, State Historic Preservation 

Officer 

enclosures f 

cc: Hon. Robert Morgan 
Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon. Stephen L. Neal 
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nark bervice recognizes MJOO 
historic pfeices. 

And one Shell station. 

R . emember, once 
upon a time, when they'd tear 
down landmark buildings and 
put up gas stations? 

The story has a new twist. 
Now a gas station is the land 

mark building. 
A Shell station in Winston-

Salem, North Carolina has joined 
the ranks of the fine old build­
ings, historic districts, public 
monuments, battlefields and 
scenic vistas listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places 

An article in the current issue of Americana magazine 
introduces readers to the wonders of gas-station architec­
ture of the 1930s and 1940s. 

The gleaming purity of Gulf s white porcelain. The 
exuberant spirit of Mobil's flying red horse. The sur­
prising, one-of-a-kind places you can still come across on 
America's back roads. 

Americana's more than 250,000 subscribers find 
beauty and value and quality in places many people 
would never think to look. They're discriminating people 
who are captivated by the past, not for its own sake, but 
as a way to enrich their lives today. 

Travel with Americana's 
fast crowd 

The 1977 Subscriber Study indicates 
that Americana readers are a highly 

mobile audience. 

Cars per 100 HHs 157 
Recreational vehicles per 100 HHs 67 
Vacation trips last year-No. Am. 79% 
Traveled by air-No. Am. 36% 
Avg. trips per year-No. Am. 3 
Avg. income $25,900 

You begin to see why Americana is a powerful medium for 
advertising of all kinds. For gas­
oline, automobiles, air travel, 
resorts. And for antiques, home 
furnishings, liquor and food. 

If you have something of 
quality to sell, advertise it in the 
captivating, uncluttered pages of 
Americana the Beautiful. 

It could put you miles ahead 
of the competition. 

X 

AMERICANA 
THE BEAUTIFUL 

To see Americana, contact C.S. Lovelace, VP & Advert ising Sales Director, or Muriel O'Ne 
Or contact a regional representative. 

.Advert is ing Manager. Amer ican Heritage Publishing Co. , 10 Rockefeller Plaza. New York 10020. (212)399-8900. 

NEW YORK AREA 
Mort imer Berkowitz Co, 
522 Fifth Ave, 
Neiv York NY 10036 
(212) 221-2485 

BOSTON AREA 
J, Potter Smart 
Box 573 
Ostervi l le, MA 02655 
(617)428-2652 

S O U T H E A S T AREA 
Brown & Company 
6065Rosu je l lRd , ,N ,E , 
Atlanta. GA 30328 
(404 )252 -9820 

C H I C A G O AREA 
Hal Caesar/Mortimer Berkowitz 
526 Crescent Blvd. 
G lenE l l yn . IL 60137 
(312) 682 -0400 

DETROIT AREA 
David McDonald Co 
1100 North Woodward 
Bi rmingham. Ml 48011 
(313) 644-7050 

WESTERN STATES 
Perkins. Stephens, von der Lieth & 
8721 Beverly B lvd, 
Los Angeles. CA 90048 
(213) 652-8790 

Hayward 
417 Montgomery St, 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(415) 434-2675 





4.̂  W r i O N A L REGISTER DATA SHEET 
; a & ^ t api: 

t l ) N A M E appears on federal register: 
Shell Service Station 

(g)OTHER NAMES: 

\(§)L.OCATION street & jiuri iber 
I ^ Sprague STLsSei a r 1 

city lyiovan 

OWr^^flPRIVAtE DSTATE aMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY •MULTiFLE DFEDERAKaeency name). 

vsesfiSf^^ 
Peachtree St«»e<S^NW Winston-Salem 

syrte county 
" r o r s y t h 

^ 3 ) d ^ e of entry : [ ̂  county code; 

V13/76 I 067 
(g)NPS REGION 

Southeast 

i>ADMINISTRATOR:. 

EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS BHAER • N H L I ® FUNDED? QYES G>(n !{i?^CONGRESS. DISTRICT 5^J^ Ifl^SOURCE of NOMINATION ŜTATF • FEDERAL 
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