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DATA mn, 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR F E D E R A L P R O P E R T I E S 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

i NAME 

Kress, j . H. Cabin 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Hal l 
2, LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

15 miles northeast of Fontanay N. G« 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

North Carolina 37 
3 CLASSIFrCATtON 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

I I Distr ict [X] Building 

I I Site Structure 

I I Object 

OWNERSHIP 

(X] Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisit ion: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

I I Agri cultural 

I I Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

r~l Military 

I 1 M u s e u m 

• Park 

I 1 Private Residence 

[ I Religious 

Q~l S c i e n t i f i c 

4, A^mcY 

National Park Service. Department of I n t e r i o r 
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable) 

Southeast Regional O f f i c e 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Atlanta 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3401 Whipple Ave 

5* LOCATiOH OF LIOAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Swain County Courthouse 

Georgia 13 

••.".•,T .J, ''T -.i T, i 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
f" z 
H - H 
9 •< 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Bryson City 
6, RgPRgSEKTATfON \H EXt&TiNG SUftV£¥S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federal • State I I County • Loco! 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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c 
7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
I I E x c e l l e n t • Good 

fChec* OneJ 

|~1 De te r io ra ted • Ru ins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

Altered • Unoltered 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved |x~l O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Kress, J. H.—Cabin . 
Building #311 " -
Reccommended level of Treatment: Preservation * 
Cost Estimate N A : •- • . ; ; -
Lat. 35° 31'13" Long. 83° 40'38" 

This is a rectangular 24'xl7' building with a 6' porch across the * ,; 
front. I t is Ig" stories, gable roof. The roof is covered with • 
asbestos shingles. 

The walls are s p l i t , hewn log. The corners are dove-tail notched, and 
a l l cracks between logs are unchinked. The gable ends of the building 
are board and batten. 

The building rests on masonry p ie ts i ' 

Windows; There are a total of five windows in the cabin. There are 
stationary 6 light windows in the a t t i c . In the north room there 
is a 4 over 4, single hung window, set in the north wall. There is 
also a 3 over 3 in the east wall of the same room. In the south room 
there is 6 over 6, single hung window in the east wall. A l l sash 
and components are manufactured* 

Doors; There are three doors in the building. The main entrance is on 
the east side of the building, opening into an entry way. There is 
also a doorway in the north wall of the north room, and one in the 
west wall of the north room. The doors to the latter are missing. 
The main door is 4 panel wooden, with butt hinges. A l l locks and 
other hardware are missing. • " ' ^ 

Chimneys: There are no chimneys in the building. 

F16orSi"'The noor of the north room Is itiissing. The floor Of the' 
south room is l"x8" sawn board. The floor of the porch and the 
upstairs room is random-width rough sawn lumber. The floor of the 
upper room over sawn j o i s t formSthe ceiling of the lower portion of 
the structure, while the upper story has no ceiling. 

Interior Plan: There are two 12'xl7' rooms downstairs. There is a 
stairway leading from the lower story beginning just inside the front 
door. I t consists of nine steps made of pine board. There'ar6'rto' 
bannister or newell posts. Upstairs there is a f u l l room in the a t t i c . 
A l l interior walls are hewn log. 

General Location: This is the only remaining building of the Kress 
complex. I t is off Bone Valley Creek, and can be reached only by 
Jeep up a nine mile t r a i l from Lake Fontana. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 

• 15th Centu ry 

• 16th Cen tu ry 

• 17th Centu ry 

I I I 8 t h Centu ry 

• 19th Centu ry 

f x l 20th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1910 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

I I H i s t o r i c 

I I Ag r i cul ture 

^ 2 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I Conservat ion 

I 1 Educa t i on 

[ I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I ndus t ry 

I I I n ven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

I I M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I [ Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

[ 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n -

i tori on 

• Theoter 

I I Traniportot lon 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Kress, J. H. Cabin—Order of Significance: 3rd 

This building, erected by a man named Hall in 1910, was remodeled in 1940. 
Originally i t was the cabin on a mountain farm but in 1940 a hunting lodge 
was established by J. H. Kress and the cabin was partially remodeled. 

Prior to the establishment of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, hundreds 
of families inhabited the coves and hollows along the creeks of the moun­
tains. Grist mills dotted the creek banks, there were schools in most 
valleys, and there were a few post offices, stores, and churches. 

About the turn of the century, logging companies came to the mountains. 
They established huge mills and camps, and clear-cut vast amounts of coun­
try. There were several hundred people living in,the Bone Valley v i c i n i t y , 
but the establishment of Great Smoky Atountains National Park, and the 
construction of Fontana Dam, with i t s huge lake, caused the area to be 
l e f t by the inhabitants. 

The area around Bone Valley, and i t s major water course. Hazel Creek, was 
characterized, as was much of the mountain area, by isolation. For 
generations contact with the outside world was limited, there was 
inbreeding, and much d i s t i l l i n g and drinking of moonshine whiskey. , 
Il l i t e r a c y was prevalent, and violence was common. 

But for a l l i t s shortcomings, the area was one of generally self-reliant, 
independent people. They formed small farms, herded cattle on the high 
mountains, and, later, worked in the logging industry. ^ 

Today they are gone from this section of the mountains, and even where 
their descendants live in nearby communities, their way of l i f e has 
disappeared. 

Of the buildings that stood along the creeks of the southwestern edge of 
the park, the Kress Cabin alone remains in i t s immediate v i c i n i t y . I t 
has survived in a f a i r l y good shape, and although in need of repair, 
i t exhibits some of the finest features of log construction to be found 
in the Smokies. 



9, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPMtCAL REFEHEMCES 

Campbell, John C. The Southern Highlander and his Homeland. 
University of Kentucky Press. 

Hall, Joseph. Smoky Mountain Folks and Their Lore. 
Cataloochee Press, Asheville, 1960. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

35° 31' 13" 
UTM Re 

17/257010 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

83 ° 40 ' 38 " 
ference 
3933830 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: L e S S t h a n OnB 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C 

C O U N T Y m 
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z 

n . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Paul Gordon Historian 
B U S I N E S S A D D R E S S : 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : PHONE: ( 5 1 5 ) 

436-5615 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Gatlioburg, 
S T A T E 

Te.nn.e.s,s.e,e„ 
12. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 

State Liaison Officer recommendation 

• Yes 

• None 

state Liaison Officer Signature 

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify­

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 

days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­

view Board and to evaluate itsjsignificance. The recom-

h i a i i le-\ral of s i g a i f j A t i c j f e r • National • State 

OCT 1 5 1975 
FederMlyiepnsentetive signature ^^^^^ Dmte 

JDep/^ Assistant Secretary 

«ATJONAtK REOISTER VERIFICATION 

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

ATTEST: 

Date . 

eeper of The National Regiat^ 

.GPO 9 3 8 - 4 4 9 



Property / ^ ^ X d 

State (I^xyU-4'XA_Working Number 10. d 

TECHNICAL 
Photos / 
Maps / 

CONTO^ 

^/y^^^i?^^ ^(/^ cdAAî 'l ;A A R C H I T E C T U R A L HISTORIAN 

CHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

CH CHIEF 

I 

• t i l 
J,.-

J . ^ ^ KEEPER 

Jl C-JU-l-c >yr ^ ^^iZ^Ste^ 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

Entered 
JAN 3 6 W 

I N T : 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 







Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ^ 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

N n r t h H a r n l i n a 
C O U N T Y 

^ w a 1 n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

JAN 3 0 1976 
MAME 

COMMON: Krpc;Q r i a h i n 
AND/OR HISTORIC: H a l l G s b i n 

LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M S E R : 

u 
15 Mi les nor theas t of Fontana, N.C. 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

oe. Great Smokv Mountains Na t iona l Pa rk 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

(/» North Caro l ina 37 Swain 173 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : 

U.S. Geological Survey Thunderhead Mtig^^^ad ftECEVBD'^^'^^T^ 

lU 

lU 

1;24.000 

r—oci 1V m 1966 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

REGISTER 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th ar row. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

I N T : I S 5 - 7 2 





ROUTING AND REVIEW SLIP 

THE ENCLOSED NOMINATIONS ARE ROUTED TO YOU FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE COR­
RECTNESS AND ADEQUACY OF THE STATEMENTS AND EVALUATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN. SUPPLYING ADDITIONAL 
OR CORRECTIVE INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE. REVIEWER WILL SIGN HIS NAME HEREON FOR LATER REFERENCE 
IF NECESSARY. USE ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR COMMENT IF NEEDED AND ATTACH HERETO. 

3 

NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

FROM AREA OF: 

PA 

_ P C 

A _ L P C 

ARCHEOLOGIST: 

SIGNED: 

CHIEF HISTORIAN: 

SIGN 

CHIEF HISTORICAL ARCHITECT: 

SIGNED: 

REGISTRAR, LCS 

.PR K E E P E R OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 
C. 0. Meek 

• R,p;e6MMENDED FOR THIE^NATIONAL R 
f i ^ N T E R E D ON THE L.<:S 1^7^ 

STER 
RePjstrar, LCS  
Tei- 343-2532. 

INT; 4 9 3 7 - 7 4 R E G I S T R A R L C S 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE wsam OkmBLmk 
Date Entered JAN % 0 Wi 

Name Location 

wax Cabin nmtwa vicinity (Gr«at Smakmf 
IHNamtain national Park) 

Swftin County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Jesse A. HeliRB 
man. T̂ abert B. ̂ %ar9aa 
Son. Roy a. tiaylor 
Mr. Dottflaa Whttolwr, Depixty Acsistmit 

Secretary for Piah and Wildlife and Parka 
Mr. Robart H. otlay* Aasiatant Diraetsco'* 
VMk Btatorio Prasarvation 

Bagional Director, Southeast Region 

(JR MMott/je 2/2/76 

State Bistorio Preservation Offiaar 
Dr. Iiaxxy E. Tiae 
Diraetoar, Division of Ar^iivas and 

Hietory 
8ta«a Historic PraaarvaldoR OSfiMur 
DafMurtMnt of Cultural mmmamm 
ItO Wmft 9mm Straat 

if aavtii Carolina 27611 
I N T : 2 9 5 0 - 7 5 



1̂  MATIO:MAL EEGISTER DATA SHEE" E as i t appears on federal register: (gJOTHER NAMES: 

Is) LOCATION street 4c number o l t y / t own v i c i n i t y of s ta te 

ML. 

^9\date of e n t r y : 

( / 4 
county 

| ) o w N E R gpHiyATt DsTATt gMUKICIPU •COUNTT •MUlTIPlt^ftDERHfency naiiit)_tja,t' 1 P a r k S e r v i c e . D n p t . . o f I n f n r i o r |(g>ADMiNiSTRATOR: 

county code-

(6)NPS REGION! 

NPS 

:;,-,!:HiN WJ.n3NAl REGISUR HISIDBIC OlSIRICT? 

• us U^\i ., ~. XHMO 

9 ) EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER • NHL FUNDED? DYES B N O | @ C 0 N G R E S S . DISTRICT H t h © S O U R C E of NOMINATION P S m E }g;ftPERAlP • G o r d o n , NPS 
i i - i i i 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — , — , • — _ — - — T L—. • '—I i f « l j t « whn n r « n l f > l i f a r n ? 

[IjlWITHIN NMIONU HISTORIC lAMCMARK? 
• yES, NAMF 

j l i ^ C O N D I T I O N •de te r io ra ted © a l t e r e d ^ o r i g i n a l site 
• exce l len t • r u i n s Gunaltered Qmoved 
• good Gunexposed • reconstructed Q u n k n o w n 
Q f a i r Gunexcavated • excavated 

.;E1H0 
,15) ACREAGE 4 , 1 . 0 

11 state who prepared ferm?  

T|iî OCAL GPRIVATE ORGANIZATION 

( g i f e a t u r e s : ^SsUBSTANTIAUr INTACT-1 ^SSUBSTANTIAUY INTACT-a «SsUBSTANTIALLnMTACT-3 

2GN0T INTACT-O S Q NOT INTACT-O ©•NOT INTACT-O 

^•uNKNOWM-4 )!iGUNKN0WN-6 

S G NOT APPLICABLE-7 iJONOT APPLICABLE-8 

> • UNKNOWN-6 
S D NOT APPLICABLE-9 

^ A C C E S S ^ Y E S - R « s t r l c l « d • YES-Un r«« t r i c t ed • No Acc« i» • Unknown |@ADAPTIVE USE OYE5 gi lO SAVED? GYES IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C DISTRICT? • y » » l ^ n o 

; AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• *RCHEOlOGY-preliiJtoric-2 GCOMMERCE-S 

• ARCHEOL|BY-|itlt(rlc-l 

• AGRICULTURE-3 

ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-5 

G COMMUNICATIONS-; 

• CONSERVATION'S 

G ECONOMICS-9 

G EOUCATION-IO 

• ENGINEERING-n 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION-12 

• HEALTH-27 
G INDUSTRY-13 

• INVENTION-M 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH. 

• LAW-18 

• llTERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-20 

G POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 • RECREATION -28 

• RELIGION-22 (^ETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMAKITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S : exp la in 
' f i r s t ' • 

' o l d e s t ' • 

•only' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SISNIflCANT: H o u s e ( f a r m h o u s e , h u n t i n g l o d g e ) 

CURRENTLY: N o t i n u s e 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: M T Q I O 
Riijor alterations: 1 9 4 0 , r e m o d e l e d 
historic events: 

I E T H N I C CROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

1 ^ a rch i tec tu ra l style(s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r bui lder t ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ l andscape archi tec t / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

^ N A M E S give role A> date 
PERSONAL: H a l l , man s a id t o have b u i l t the cabin i n 1910 

EVENTS; 
J.H. Kress, H remodeled and used cabin as fa part of a hunting camp 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

»NATIONAL REGISTER W R I T E 

Gft-feUfe^ tUrof-y <^e4 f̂Te*_ t5v»rvz-a*c\G^ ,i=i_^^A*=.iî fe. vomotnAy< , »-<.rr5vt^ Fvicc- i^/ibm f-i^>v\T poif-<M\ acrfcJi-a.noii< 

Exhibits some of the finest features of log construction found i n the Smoky Mountains; reminder of the fSflsitog and 
logging settlements which dotted the mountains before the park's creation and construction of Fontana Dam resulted i n 

' I 

-tho a rea ' s d e p o p u l a t i o n . X 

lrmi«w»r* Ul t i . i . ST Amtm 4/3 /78 

!-v.-iiiiu.<l»ii'jS»>'' III I.. I IgSlilwwilWlllMilPii ii»'mim0iUK)tlHllllHtt/lkli 

• • • • • • • • • • I F ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER PUT ON REVERSEI 




