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Mrs. Norman Edgerton 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Tatton Hall. Oberlin Road 
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\7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good • £ ] Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

B A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

O Moved 1 ^ O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Tucker 
structure, the 
Raleigh estate, 
and era wi t h i n 
flamboyance of 
Raleigh's main 
s i t e i s heavily 

Carriage House i s a handsome one-and-a-half story frame 
last remaining building of a once splendid nineteenth century 

The building, the only surviving carriage house of i t s size 
the c i t y , i s a functional structure executed with a l l the 
the Queen Anne s t y l e . Despite encroachment by one of 
t r a f f i c arteries and accompanying commercial d i s t r i c t , the 
wooded and retains much of i t s o r i g i n a l suburban character. 

A stone retaining wall b u i l t of rock-faced random ashlar runs along 
the street (west) edge of the yard; at either l a t e r a l end the wall terminate^ 
i n sturdy ashlar posts framing the carriage path which leads up from the 
road to the south (main) entrance, sweeps around the building and descends 
on the north. The building, which measures 35 feet deep, 100 feet long, and 
48 feet high, i s three bays deep and seven long; i t stands at the north end 
of the l o t upon a foundation of brick piers l a i d i n one-to-three, one-to-
f i v e , and one-to-seven common bond. A small one-story shed, walled with 
large louvered panels, projects from the northwestern end of the west 
elevation and rests on a common bonded brick foundation. 

The carriage house i s sheathed with weatherboarding trimmed by p l a i n 
beaded board cornerposts at the f i r s t l e v e l , and with imbricated shakes 
arranged i n a pattern of alternating rectangular and rounded elements at 
the l o f t l e v e l . The whole i s covered by a steep hip roof, gabled on the 
main facade, i r r e g u l a r l y punctuated by shed dormers. Along the center bays 
the ridge l i n e of the roof i s pierced by a square-in-plan louvered cupola 
crowned by a bellcast hip roof with a slender lance-like f i n i a l . Covering 
the roof are demi-octagonal imbricated slate shingles polychromed i n the 
form of large rosettes. Several gablets project from the main body of the 
roof: two on the western elevation, one located towards the fr o n t and one 
towards the rear; and one on the eastern elevation, centered d i r e c t l y be­
neath the cupola and containing a hoist f o r l i f t i n g bales of hay into the 
stable l o f t . I n addition, the two western bays of the main facade feature 
a l o f t l e v e l gable end overhang whose s o f f i t i s sheathed with t h i n diagonally 
l a i d c e i l i n g . Each gablet and gable end i s covered with sawtooth shakes and 
supported by elongated cyma reversa consoles, each incised with a delicate 
volute. The boldly molded cornice returns s l i g h t l y into both gablets of 
the western elevation. 

The central entrance consists of massive s l i d i n g double doors, each 
leaf containing six f l a t panels diagonally sheathed with t h i n beaded boards 
and surmounted by a large plate glass window bordered by sixteen small 
square l i g h t s . The rear double doors are similar i n design, although each 
leaf contains eight panels, with the uppermost pair glazed. 

Fenestration placement i s highly irregular but can generally be 
divided into two types: high square casement windows and double-hung sash 
of various sizes with the upper half skirted by t i n y square panes. Exterior 
window tr i m i s rather consistently composed of pla i n board surrounds onto 
which f i l l e t and ovolo molded s i l l s and l i n t e l s are superimposed. 
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The p r i n c i p a l i n t e r i o r story i s divided into two huge spaces separated by 
large s l i d i n g double doors closely resembling those of the main entrance. The 
front area, three bays deep, i s the carriage house proper; the rear room, four 
bays deep, i s the s i x - s t a l l stable. The l o f t l e v e l contains a fodder storage 
area i n the north and large l i v i n g quarters, presumably for the carriage 
master, i n the south. Located on the western wall between the f i r s t and 
second bays of the carriage room i s an i n t e r i o r brick f l u e stack which has 
been covered at the roof l e v e l . 

I n t e r i o r t r i m i s consistent and of high q u a l i t y . The f i r s t - f l o o r ceilings 
and walls are sheathed with t h i n beaded boards trimmed with a handsome ovolo, 
bead, and cavetto cornice molding. Window and door casings consist of ovolo, 
f i l l e t , and bead symmetrical moldings. 

Exposed braced t i e beams, each adorned with large bosses, mark the two 
southern bays of both huge rooms. The f i n a l northern bays of the stable are 
s t r i k i n g l y accented by a pair of freestanding hexagonal wooden columns with 
heavily molded caps. 
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The Tucker Carriage House i s a large, picturesque frame building, 
located near the heart of downtown Raleigh. I t s ambitious scale, i r r e g u l a r 
form, and r i c h surface treatments of patterned shingled walls, polychromed 
slate roof, and essentially unaltered condition make i t an impressive and 
rare example of a Queen Anne style outbuilding, representative of the 
nineteenth century suburban estates that wealthy citizens once occupied 
on the edges of Raleigh. I t served the grand I t a l i a n a t e house (now gone) 
and perhaps the business of Rufus S. Tucker, one of Raleigh's leading 
merchants and most i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s . -r 

The Tucker Carriage House i s the only building known to survive that 
was connected with Rufus Sylvester Tucker, one of Raleigh's p o s t - C i v i l War 
wealthiest merchants. Tucker began his mansion house i n 1858, probably 
designed by William Percival, an outstanding architect then working i n 
Raleigh. I t was completed the next year, with the f i r m of Thomas Briggs 
and James Dodd as the builders. (Percival also designed i n the 1850s the 
F i r s t Baptist Church and Montfort Hall i n Raleigh, New East and New West 
at Chapel H i l l , plus several buildings i n Tarboro.) This large, b r i c k , 
I t a l i a n a t e mansion was razed i n 1964. I t had a number of outbuildings of 
varying uses, including carriage house, servants' houses, and wagon and 
wood sheds. As early as 1909 a Raleigh map shows the estate had a bowling 
green or a l l e y , i n fro n t of the house. Today, only the great carriage 
house remains. 

Rufus Sylvester Tucker (1829-1894) was one of the most i n f l u e n t i a l men 
i n Raleigh. He rose to the rank of major i n the Confederate army, became 
a director of the North Carolina Railroad Company, the Seaboard A i r l i n e 
System, and the largest private stockholder i n the A t l a n t i c and North 
Carolina Railroad Company. He was a director of banks i n Raleigh and New 
Bern, was for over thirty-one years a director of the i n s t i t u t i o n for the 
leaf, dumb and bl i n d i n Raleigh, and was for many years i t s president. 
Major Tucker was one of the largest owners of c i t y property i n Raleigh, and 
he had extensive farming and c a t t l e operations i n Wake County. With his 
brothers he was a partner i n the mercantile f i r m of W. H. and R. S. Tucker, 
which had been established by his father. Ruffin Tucker, i n 1818. 

The exact date of construction of the carriage house i s uncertain. A 
fnap, e n t i t l e d "Birds Eye View of the City of Raleigh," dated 1872, shows 



9. M A J OR 11 & L f 0 G R A P HIC A L R g F E f? E N C E S 

Briggs Account Books i n possession of James Briggs, Briggs Hardware Co. 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Clipping F i l e , North Carolina Collection, UNC Library, Chapel H i l l , North 
Carolina. 

Interview with Mrs. Norman Edward Edgerton, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
December 1, 1974. 

Sanborn Map, Sanborn Map Company, (New York). 1909, 1914, 
Wake County Records, Wake County Courthouse, Raleigh, North Carolina 

(Subgroups: Deeds, W i l l s ) . 

10, ^leOGRAPHtCAL t)ATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L ^ T I T U n E A M D L O N G I " ^ ' I D E C O O R D I N A T E S  
D E F I N I N G T h « i L t r ^ T ^ R P O I N I O F A P R O P E R T Y  

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 2 a C r e S 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y. B O U N.P A R l ES 

C O D E C O U N T Y / 

• 7 " 

C O U N T Y : FEB3 l^^/t 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

o ^ 
0 0 

m 
m 

z 
u> 

-i 

70 

C 

n 

11 FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : Research by John Baxton Flowers, I I I , survey specialist; 
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Division of Archives and History 28 January 1975 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Rale igh 
l i% STATE LIAtSON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA ) ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level <!r>^gnificance of this nomination is: 

State 

Name 

North Carolina 37 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

Title State Historic Preservhrinn 
Officer 

GPO 93t-894 
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the Tucker estate, but the carriage house i s not shown. 0. W. Gray and Son, 
of Philadelphia, mapped the Raleigh area i n 1882, but no carriage house i s 
shown at the Tucker mansion. The f i r s t time the Sanborn Insurance map showed 
the Tucker property i s 1909, the year the widow Tucker died. I n that year 
the great carriage house i s shown. As early as 1883 the account books of 
Thomas Briggs show the fi r m of W. H. and R. S. Tucker buying materials for a 
"waggon shed." This was probably the waggon shed shown on the 1909 Sanborn 
map. I t i s l i k e l y that the fir m of Thomas Briggs also b u i l t the carriage 
house. 

The building may have served also as stables and storage for the large 
Tucker mercantile operations. The carriage house has a large amount of 
storage space, and there were numerous s t a l l s for mules or horses. 

Dr. James M. Rogers, a prominent Raleigh physician, and large owner of 
c i t y real estate, purchased the estate from the Tucker heirs. Several parts 
of the horse s t a l l s were removed by Dr. Rogers's daughter, Mrs. Norman Edward 
Edgerton, about 1940, and i n s t a l l e d at the stables at her house, Tatton Hall 
on Oberlin Road i n Raleigh. The carriage house i s now owned by the heirs of 
Dr. Rogers, and i s currently for sale. An option has been purchased by the 
Raleigh Housing Authority. 
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Wake County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
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Waugh, Elizabeth Culbertson, North Carolina's Capitol, Raleigh. Raleigh, 1967. 
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James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Departnnent of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

28 January 1975 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C streets, N.W. " 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Bear Dr. Murtagh: 

Division of Archives and History 
Robert E. JiifliR^gh-ector 

- V 

We are enclosing a nomination for the Tucker Carriage House i n Wake 
County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of His­
t o r i c Places. . : 

Please give t h i s nomination your e a r l i e s t possible attention. As 
reported i n the enclosed clippi n g , the Raleigh Housing Authority (with 
HUD funding) plans to construct a high r i s e building on the property. 
This could have an adverse effect on the Tucker Carriage House. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order, 
questions, please c a l l us. 

yours 

I f there are any 

Robfert E. Stipe 
State Historic Pre vation Officer 

enclosures -

cc: Mr. Ernest Holtz, Advisory Council 
Mr. C l i f f o r d Hardy, Raleigh Housing Authority 
The Hon. Robert Morgan 
The Hon. Jesse Helms 
The Hon. Ike F. Andrews ^ y-'-;:"" 
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Taylor, Patty Person, House 

Raleigh .-t; 
Wake County 
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Northampton County 
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Also Notified 

Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon, Robert B, Morgan 
Hon. Ike P. Andrews 
Hon. L.H. Fountain 

Regional Director, Southeast 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Robert E, Stipe, Director 
Division of Archives and History 
Department of Cultural Resources 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 
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Advisory . 
Council On 
Historic . Vn Co . 
Preservation k\^C-

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

December 8, 1978 

Mr. R. B. Barnwell 
Area Director 
Department of Housing and 

Urban Development 
2309 West Cone Boulevard 
Northwest Plaza 
Greensboro, North Carolina 27408 f 

Dear Mr. Barnwell: f 

On November 10, 1975, a Memorandum of Agreement concerning the 
effects of the high r i s e apartment for elderly residents i n 
Raleigh, North Carolina, (.Project No. N.C. 2-15) upon the Tucker 
Cprriflpf; Hfll'*"' r a t i f i e d . Stipulations i n the Memorandum 
required that the Tucker Carriage House remain i n t a c t during the 
construction period while the Raleigh Housing Authority searched 
for a program and a means of funding an adaptive reuse of the 
structure. The Advisory Council and the North Carolina State 
Historic Preservation Officer were to be provided progress re­
ports at six month intervals over a three year period or u n t i l 
completion of construction. 

Three years have passed and the Council has received only one 
progress report. This report was submitted over a year ago and 
stated that no acceptable reuse of the Tucker Carriage House had 
been i d e n t i f i e d at that time. No reason was given for reports 
having not been submitted during 1976 and the f i r s t h a l f of 
1977. The Council is concerned that f a i l u r e to submit necessary 
progress reports might r e f l e c t a corresponding lack of progress 
i n i d e n t i f y i n g a reuse for the Carriage House. 

Since the Council has not been kept up to date on the e f f o r t s 
that have been made to comply with these s t i p u l a t i o n s , we would 
l i k e to request the following background information: 

(1) A chronology of events documenting attempts to 
id e n t i f y reuse prospects. 



(2) Copies of appropriate minutes of meetings held 
by the Advisory Committee, appointed by the Raleigh 
Housing Authority to assist i n alternate use studies 
for the Carriage House. 

(3) An outline of alternate uses and funding pros­
pects that have been examined. 

(4) The revised construction schedule for the high 
r i s e apartment building. , 

The Council would appreciate receipt of t h i s information at your 
ea r l i e s t convenience. I f you have any questions, please c a l l 
Mr. Don L. Klima at 202-254-3967. 

Sincenely, 

Myra/F. Harrison 
Ass'i^stant Director 
Office of Review and Compliance 

k 
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Councilman J. Oliver Willi-

through a seven-day business.̂  
weelt are almost prohibitive* 
Williams said. 

History snags 
highnse plans 

ByJUDYSARASOHN 
Times suff writer 

A proposed highrise public 
housing project for the elderly 
may have to share its site with 
a weatherbeaten 19th century 
carriage house. 

The state Division of Ar­
chives and History plans to rec­
ommend that the National Reg­
ister of Historic Sites name the 
old red carriage house on St. 
Mary's Street a historic site. 

Because federal funds will be 
used to build the highrise, the 
Raleigh Housing Authority will 
have to go through extensive 
procedures if it decides to de­
molish the old building. 

Housing authority members 
were upset today to find out 
about the archives and history 
division's plans. The authority 
doesn't have funds to renovate 
or use the building, RHA Exec­
utive Director Clifford B. 
Hardy said. 

The Housing Authority still 
plans to build the 101-unit build­
ing. Construction plans are un­
clear. 

"People are more important 
than barns," authority mem­
ber Marjorie B. Debnam said 
at the authority meeting today. 

The housing authority has 
leen beset with problems with 

finding sits it can afford, rising 
construction costs and chang­
ing federal guidelines for pub­
lic housing projects. 

The heavily wooded 1.6 acre 
site for the highrise is located 
about one block north of Hills­
borough Street. Because of 
high land costs, the authority 
has had a difficult time finding 
a site near the downtown area. 

Hardy said the authority's 
architects have prepared two 
site plans — one with the car­
riage house and one without it. 

Authority member George 
Smart, a local architect, ŝ id 
he had decided against buying 
the carriage house for an office 
a few years ago because of its 
dilapidated condition. 

But Catherine Cockshutt, 
survey supervisor for archives 
and history, said the building 
should be preserved because 
it's a good example of 19th cen­
tury architecture. 

The building is also impor­
tant because it was built by 
Rufus Tucker, one of the most 
important businessmen in post 
Civil War Raleigh, Mrs. Cock­
shutt said. The Tucker house, 
built in 1858, stood on the site 
before it was torn down in the 
late 1960s. 
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