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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Merrimon House i s a two-story weatherboarded frame structure i n Victorian 

I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The main block i s six bays long and f i v e deep, with the main facade 
dominated by an off-center two-story gable projections. Another similar projection 
extends at the south side. There are two elaborately ornamented one-story porches— 
on either side of the front gable projection. Attached to the rear i s a one-story, 
i r r e g u l a r l y stepped shed. The whole stands on regularly spaced thick rectangular piers 
of running bonded brick. 

The roof consists of three cross gables covered with alternating bands of rectangular 
and imbricated slate. Just above the west, south, and northeast eaves runs a small 
scalloped cornice. The broad, overhanging eaves are b u i l t up from s t r i p s of ovolo, 
s c o t t i a , and f i l l e t moldings. They are supported by large rectangular chamfered 
modillions, each with an upper row of ovolo and f i l l e t moldings, and a small raised panel 
end block. Two i n t e r i o r end chimneys pierce the roof, one straddling the ridge l i n e i n 
the northwest corner, the other punctuating the side slope of the southeast gable. Both 
chimneys are of running bonded brick with i d e n t i c a l , elaborately corbelled caps. I n the 
northeast corner of the rear shed i s an exterior brick chimney with a two-course stepped 
cornice. 

The f i r s t and second story windows are f u l l length, running from baseboard to 
ce i l i n g . Most are four-over-four segmental-arched sashes, although two-over-two sash 
occurs on the shallow sides of the two ground f l o o r bays. The main block segmental-
arched sashes are trimmed with heavy molded cornices, chamfered hood molds, f l a t paneled 
spandrels, and projecting keystones with bosses. Their bases are splayed outward i n a 
series of pierced, strongly molded cyma reversa curves. The single round arched window, 
i n the center of the f i r s t f l o o r on the south, i s s i m i l a r l y trimmed, although the 
spandrels are f i l l e d with t r i p a r t i t e f o l i a t e ornamentation. The bay windows are more 
simply framed, having chamfered unfluted pi l a s t e r s capped by bulbous bosses. These 
windows stand on heavily molded, f l a t paneled bases with projecting plinths decorated 
with applied Greek crosses. The a t t i c l e v e l windows, one pair to each elevation, are 
small rounded arches set w i t h i n like-shaped t r i m . 

One of the most charming features of the exterior i s the abundant ornamentation 
of the porches. The main porch, north of the west ( f r o n t ) projection, i s three bays 
long and one bay deep. Three freestanding columns and two engaged columns r i s e from 
the strongly molded handrail of the pierced balustrade. The columns are chamfered 
rectangles enlivened by symmetrically placed bosses. Heavily scalloped brackets with 
large turned pendants span the space between the splayed capitals and the porch c e i l i n g . 
Between each pair of brackets i s a broad semi-circular scalloped drop with a r i c h l y 
carved center sunburst. The north porch, running along the north side, i s one bay 
longer and composed of i d e n t i c a l elements. The main entrance i s a double door surmounted 
by a s i n g l e - l i g h t rectangular transom and flanked by broad si d e l i g h t s . , 

The main block of the i n t e r i o r i s organized around a center h a l l plan, two rooms 
deep on the south and three rooms deep on the north. Facing the main entrance on the 
south wall of the h a l l i s an impressive s t a i r which rises i n a long single f l i g h t f ront 
to back between the p r i n c i p a l stories and reverses i t s e l f between the second f l o o r and 
a t t i c . The s t a i r has an open s t r i n g , with turned and reeded balusters and a molded 
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handrail. There i s a large hexagonal newel with a four-sided cap decorated on each 
face with a lion's head. Set into the south w a l l near the f i r s t landing i s a rounded, 
arched niche. 

Behind the s t a i r s , i n the eastern end of the f i r s t f l o o r h a l l , i s a broad chamfered 
rectangular archway. The same configuration outlines the f i r s t f l o o r bays. At the rear 
of the f i r s t f l o o r h a l l , leading to the attached shed, i s an elaborate round-arched 
double door. Other i n t e r i o r doors are f l a t paneled with very wide, heavily molded 
frames. Similarly molded baseboards are consistent throughout the house. 

A trabeated arch of square f l u t e d posts runs along the north wall and leads in t o 
the front room. I t s Adamesque de t a i l i n g includes a d e n t i l cornice with egg-and-dart 
molding and flat-paneled s o f f i t and bases. 

The north front room o r i g i n a l l y contained a white marble mantel with center 
cartouche and paneled spandrels. The room d i r e c t l y behind t h i s has a similar mantel 
of brown marble. The south front room contains a mantel with a f l a t paneled fr i e z e 
with end blocks supported by elongated consoles, a l l of painted wood. The room d i r e c t l y 
behind t h i s has a similar mantel with freestanding Ionic colonettes supporting the f l a t 
paneled f r i e z e . 

Second-floor mantels are simpler with the exception of one extremely p l a s t i c , 
curvilinear mantel. This mantel i s heavily molded with broken, raised-paneled 
pila s t e r s and an eclectic sinuous f r i e z e r e l i e f . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Merrimon House i s a handsome, well-preserved Victorian I t a l i a n a t e dwelling, one 

of the best of the few major Victorian houses l e f t i n Raleigh. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t to the 
p o l i t l c a i history-,of„post-Civil War Raleigh and North Carolina as the home of Augustus 
Merrimon, lawyer, judge. United States senator, and state supreme court j u s t i c e . 

The Merrimon House i s believed to have been b u i l t for Augustus Merrimon about 1882. 
On August 3, 1874, Samuel F. P h i l l i p s and his wife, Frances R. P h i l l i p s , of Washington, 
D. C, deeded, through t h e i r attorney, R. H. Battle, "land Situate i n the northern part 
of the City of Raleigh i n the County of Wake & said State fronting on Wilmington 
Street to Margaret J. and A. S. Merrimon of Raleigh, North Carolina. The deed 
went on to designate the property as "part of the l o t formerly occupied by S. F. P h i l l i p s 
for a Residence." 

Samuel F. P h i l l i p s was a son of Dr. James P h i l l i p s , an early professor at the 
University of North Carolina. He was an able lawyer, member of the General Assembly, 
and speaker of the House of Commons. After the C i v i l War P h i l l i p s , a Republican, became 
solicitor-general of the United States. 

Augustus Summerfield Merrimon was born at Cherryfields. Buncombe County ( i n present 
Transylvania County), North Carolina, on September 15, 1830. His parents were the 
Reverend Branch Merrimon and his wife Mary Paxton. His boyhood was spent i n Haywood 
County, North Carolina, and was one of hard labor on the farm and i n a sawmill, with 
l i m i t e d educational opportunities. However, he "studied between the plow handles" and 
spent more than a year at school i n Asheville, where he also served part of the time as 
a junior teacher. He studied law, and i n 1852 he married Margaret J. Baird, the 
daughter of I s r a e l Baird of Buncombe County, and a cousin of Zebulon Baird Vance ( l a t e r 
governor and United States senator). In 1853 he received his license to practice law, 
and set up an o f f i c e i n Asheville. He was soon aft e r made county attorney, af t e r f i r s t 
being defeated for that post by Zebulon Vance. In 1860 he went to the House of Commons, 
§5d-_§§._J:..Union Whig, opposed the secession movement. Like many North Carolina Unionists 
he q u l c k i ^ changed his l o y a l t i e s when war began, and became an o f f i c e r i n the Confederate 
A.rmy, and served u n t i l 1862 when he was appointed s o l i c i t o r of a western legal d i s t r i c t , 
a post he held u n t i l 1865. 

He was elected a judge of the superior court by the le g i s l a t u r e i n 1865, though he 
was greatly opposed to congressional Reconstruction, cooperating with the Conservative 
party. I n 1871 he was one of the counsel of the board of managers i n the impeachment 
of Governor W. W. Holden. Holden had been an outspoken supporter of secession before 
the war, and afterward he had become an enthusiastic supporter of the Republican adminis-
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t r a t i o n that imposed Reconstruction on the South. After Holden was accused of v i o l a t i n g 
the state constitution by placing certain counties under martial r u l e , the predominantly 
Democratic General Assembly brought charges of impeachment. Carpetbag rule of North 
Carolina was also a factor that weighed heavily i n the proceedings, and when the f i n a l 
vote was announced William W. Holden became the f i r s t governor of the state to be forced 
out of o f f i c e . Merrimon, a courageous and morally upright man, was one of those outraged 
by the excesses of the Holden administration. 

In 1872 Merrimon was nominated for governor on the conservative t i c k e t but was 
defeated by a small Republican majority which was supported with the f u l l weight of the 
Grant administration. (Merrimon's role i n the Holden t r i a l , and his attachment to the 
conservatives had won him no friends i n Washington.) He was elected by the General 
Assembly over Zebulon B. Vance (both men were conservatives) to the United States Senate 
i n 1872, and served u n t i l 1879 when Vance replaced him after a b i t t e r campaign. The 
small r i f t existing between these two giants since t h e i r e a r l i e s t professional days i n 
Asheville was widened to the point that the two never worked together again. 

In 1883 Merrimon was appointed an associate j u s t i c e of the state supreme court, 
>-< and he f i l l e d the place u n t i l 1889, when he was appointed chief j u s t i c e . He served 

i n t h i s capacity u n t i l his death on November 14, 1892. 

Local t r a d i t i o n , coupled with l a t e nineteenth century maps of the c i t y of Raleigh, 
and s t y l i s t i c evidence, indicate that Merrimon b u i l t the house at 526 North Wilmington 
Street about 1882. The 1883 c i t y directory i s the f i r s t to place the Merrimon family 
i n that exact location. 

Merrimon's w i l l gave the majority of his property to two trustees. Branch H. 
Merrimon, his son, and Lee S. Overman (United States senator from North Carolina from 
1903-1930), who had married his daughter, Mary Merrimon. The trustees were to hold the 
property i n t r u s t for the benefit of his wife and children. On February 23, 1899, Mrs. 
Margaret J. Merrimon (widow of A. S. Merrimon), Lee S. Overman, and B. H. Merrimon, 
trustees of the Merrimon estate, sold to Lula B. Page of Wake County, a t r a c t of land 
i n Raleigh and Wake County "Being l o t No. 4 the Home place of the property of the 
late Hon. A. S. Merrimon . . ." Mrs. Page paid $6,000 for the property. 

A l l i s o n Francis Page of Gary, Wake County, North Carolina, was married twice. His 
f i r s t wife was Catherine Frances Raboteau, and they were the parents of Walter Hines 
Page, who i n 1913 was appointed by President Woodrow Wilson to be ambassador to Great 
B r i t a i n . On November 16, 1898, A l l i s o n F. Page married Lula B. McLeod of Powellton, 
Montgomery County, North Carolina. 

Mrs. Page remodeled the Merrimon house but basically the house remained unchanged. 
After Page's death Mrs. Page married J. Stanley Wynne of Raleigh. Mrs. Wynne had long 
maintained an interest i n the development of Peace I n s t i t u t e , a Presbyterian academy 
and junior college for g i r l s located near the Wynne home. On A p r i l 28, 1919, Mr. and 
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Mrs. J. Stanley Wynne deeded th e i r house to Peace I n s t i t u t e (now Peace College) for 
one hundred dollars and "other valuable considerations . . . " Peace College used the 
house as a dormitory, which was called the "Lula B. Wynne Hall for G i r l s . " The house 
was also used for home economics classes, a vocal studio, and as a teacherage. I n 
1935 i t became the college president's house when Dr. and Mrs. William Cornelius Pressly 
moved with t h e i r large family into Wynne Hall. The Pressly family li v e d there u n t i l 
Dr. Pressly r e t i r e d as president of Peace College i n 1965, and the house has since been 
used as a dormitory with the college chaplain and his wife as hosts. 

The Merrimon House was recently purchased by the State of North Carolina, and i t s 
current status i s uncertain. I t l i e s w i t h i n the area slated for expansion, where many 
buildings have been razed. 
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Merrimon House, Raleigh, North Carolina (Wake County) 

Addendum: • 

The Daily Sentinal (Raleigh, North Carolina) for October 9, 1875 (page 1, 
column 2) carried t h i s item: "The City. . . Work has begun on Senator Merrimon's 
fin e residence." Though i t i s only a passing comment, i t shows that work had 
begun on the house which we have previously dated about 1882. I t i s believed that 
Merrimon and his family may have liv e d i n another good residence on the property 
u n t i l t h e i r house was completed. There i s no known completion date, and i t i s 
reasonable to expect that the house was more than a year i n completion. 



Property • -

state ^ Working Number ̂  ^ ^^^^ 

Photos ^ A / ny 

Maps _l— r e.<rvOL.^c^.,;t:^ ^JUjit:. UK lA/J 
HISTORIAN 

(f-
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIS 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered SEP 5 WS 

' rr. I N T : 2 i a e - 7 4 
Federal Register Entry V - •? r" Re-submit • r 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 















Form No. 10-301 . . , 
(.Rev. 10-74) . 3- ' ' ' ' V • '. ^ ' •• " • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

figCElVED 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

E l NAME 
HISTORIC 

Merrimon House 

AND/OR COMMON 

Same 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Rale igh 
-VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Wake 
STATE 

North Carolina 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE USGS Map, Rale igh West Quadrangle 

SCALE 1:24000 DATE 1968 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 



James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Departnnent of Cultural Resources 
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23 July 1975 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Division of Archives and History 
Robert E. Stipe, Director 

1975 
NATIONAL 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the Merrimon House i n Wake County, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

Please process t h i s nomination as quickly as possible, i n hopes of 
preventing possible demolition by the State of North Carolina. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Bruce MacDougal 
Deputy State Historic Preservation 

Officer 

enclosures 

cc: Hon. Robert Morgan 
Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon. Ike F. Andrews 
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j ^ A C p C S S • V E S - R . s t r l c l e d • Y E S - U n r . » t r i c t e d No Acc .»» D U n k n o w n DAOAPTIVE USE IHYES •NO SAVED? QYES IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C DISTRICT? D y e i D n i 

lEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHE0L0GV-pre!iistoric-2 •COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOLOGY-bisteric-t 

• AGRICULTUItE-3 

E] ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-b 

• EHGIHEERIH6-I1 

• tNTERTAINMENT-26 

• C0MMUNICATI0N$-7 GEXPLORATION -12 

• COHSERVATION-I •HEALTH-27 

• ECOHOMICS-9 • IHDUSTRY-13 

( 3 EOUCATION-tO G l N V E N T I O H - U 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH." 15 XZPOLITICS/GOVT.'21 

• LAW-16 

• LITERATURE-n 

• MILITARY- IB 

• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-20 

• REllGIOH-22 

• SCIENCE- 23 

• SDCIAL/KUMANITARIAN-24 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

• RECREATION-28 

• SETTLEMENI-29 

• URBAN PLANNING-31 

• OTHER (SPECIFY) 

^ C L A I M S : exp la in 
• f i r s t ' • 

•o ldes t ' • 

•only' • 

funct ions 
1 WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: House 
1 CUBBENTLY: House 

^ d a t e s of initial censtructlon: c. 1082 IS ' lS ' 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

^ E T H N I C GROUP 
^ ASSOCIATION 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r . ^ l ^ 5 ^ 3 e g ^ ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r bui lder : ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ l andscape archi tect / garden desigfner: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

, N A M E S give role & date 
PERSONAL: Samuel F. P h i l l i p s , org.owner o f l and , post C i v i l War s o l i c i t o r - g e n e r a l o f U.S. 

Augustus Summerfield Merrimon, org.owner o f house, judge, lawyer , U.S.Senator(1672-79) , NC supreme cour t j u s t i c e 
EVENTS: Mr.& Mrs. J . Stanley Wynne, donated house to Peace I n s t i t u t e (Col lege) i n 1919- f o r use as a do rmi to ry 

INSTITUTIONAL: . 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER WRITE.-UP l A L J l E G ] 

. ^nom, UM()ilijA-boaMjwn<^^ 1 cSjtuja, UVAI^OJOA- iha/u., crtUiuicXMO^ JiV>/W./u^ Mciinu>iMtk lULat^t^cdusL HiodudJifiio, x> 

One o f - R a i ^ i g h l s best remaining AHampro^ of i fc j^ jfc>ilaj home" o f Ao^ustus Merriman, lawyer , jUiU^Mi U.S. Senator^ 
and NC supreme cour t j u s t i c e ; servec^ {M)4MM> 1970s^as dormi tory and p r e s i d e n t ' s house o f Peace Co l l ege . 

ST . f l a t * . 4/5/78 I IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBERS PUT ON ReVERSEI 


