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Mowfield i s a large plantation house standing at the end of a lane amid 
the f l a t fairmland of Northampton County. The form of the two-story frame 
dwelling i s quite unusual, as i s the combination of Georgian and Federal 
s t y l e f i n i s h . The house i s L-shaped, with each section covered by a high, 
steep hip roof. The front section i s f i v e bays wide and two deep. Across 
the main facade extends a two-tier f u l l - w i d t h porch, engaged under the high 
hip roof of the house. The e l l extends two bays back from the two northwest 
bays of the rear (north) facade, and consists of a single room. I t s hip 
roof i s of equal height to that of the front block. 

The exterior f i n i s h of the house i s consistent and t r a d i t i o n a l : the 
walls are covered with robustly molded weatherboards and terminate i n a 
handsome cornice with d e n t i l courses above and below a band of undercut 
modillions, the lower d e n t i l course being pierced. Three-part molded frames 
and molded s i l l s occur at the windows, which have nine-over-nine sash at the 
f i r s t l evel and nine-over-six at the second. The house stands on a brick 
basement l a i d i n common bond. Originally there was a chimney at either end 
of the front block and at the rear of the e l l . That on the east side i s 
gone; that on the west i s an exterior end chimney with single shoulders, of 
br i c k l a i d i n one-to-five common bond; that at the r e a r — e v i d e n t l y r e b u i l t — 
has an exposed face a l l the way up, interrupted only by the cornice (here 
consisting only of a single d e n t i l course). At the rear, there are sections 
of the foundation which are of brick l a i d i n Flemish bond. 

Particularly Interesting i s the two-tier porch which covers the front 
(south) facade. At each le v e l there are unacademic turned posts with 
neckings and four-sided c a p i t a l s . Between them runs a replacement openwork 
balustrade. At the f i r s t l e v e l , the posts carry a cornice overlaid with 
wide semicircular arches. At the second, the elaborate c l a s s i c a l cornice of 
the main block i s repeated, and the lower element of i t breaks out as caps 
over the posts. The f i r s t - s t o r y porch c e i l i n g i s sheathed, the second 
plastered. The central entrance i s rather elaborately treated. A double 
door, each leaf with three raised panels, i s set i n a three-part molded 
frame. Flanking i t are unusual f l u t e d pilasters- r i s i n g i n two stages, the 
second being quite short, flanking the transom. Springing from the top of 
the second stage i s a heavy cornice adorned with a molded d e n t i l band that 
rises to a triangular arch—forming, with the p i l a s t e r s , a five-sided 
transom. The pilasters stand on well-defined bases and terminate i n caps 
composed of bands of molding. Above the base and below the cap are demi-
sunbursts. The shape of the transom as well as the ornament are evidently 
related to the Hermitage (a t r i p a r t i t e house at T i l l e r y , Halifax County, 
not far away). The second-story door i s more simply treated; i t i s a single 
six-panel door i n a molded frame, beneath a f i v e - l i g h t transom whose frame 
i s considerably wider than the door. The rear door of the main section i s 
also simple, a double door with molded frame and rectangular transom. Doors 
on either side of the rear e l l are also simply treated. 

The i n t e r i o r of the f r o n t section follows a center-hall plan one room 
deep, and the e l l room i s of roughly equal size to the west parlor, o f f 
which i t leads. The main s t a i r rises i n the northwest corner of the h a l l , 
and a secondary s t a i r , which i s enclosed, rises along the w a l l between the 
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west parlor and the e l l room. (Thus, although i t seems unl i k e l y and surface 
treatment does not indicate i t , the two west rooms, the parlor and the e l l , 
can read as a hall-and-parlor plan with enclosed s t a i r . ) 

The f i n i s h i s generally consistent throughout, with walls plastered above 
a flat-paneled wainscot with Georgian half-round moldings. Doors generally 
have six raised panels and some re t a i n HL hinges attached with rosehead n a i l s 
and leather washers. The molded chair r a i l functions also as the window s i l l s 
The windows i n the front rooms are framed i n heavy crossetted architraves. 
The east mantel i s gone; the west i s a heavy post-Victorian replacement. The 
mantel i n the e l l room has a molded backhand, two-stage f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s that 
carry a simple shelf, and a single raised panel across the f r i e z e . 

Of particular interest i s the handsome, unusual Georgian s t a i r that 
rises i n the main h a l l . Three i n i t i a l steps begin at the rear entrance, a 
turn i s made with winders, and a single f l i g h t rises back-to-front to the 
second story. The open s t r i n g of both parts has simple wave brackets, and 
there are heavy turned balusters carrying a robust molded handrail. The small 
i n i t i a l f l i g h t has a swooping r a i l terminating i n a v e r t i c a l volute adorned 
on i t s sides by an incised sunburst. At the juncture of the f l i g h t s i s a 
t a l l , heavy chamfered post with molded cap. from which the upper handrail 
continues, beginning with an abrupt ramp. A much longer ramp occurs at the 
top, and there i s a smaller chamfered post. The spandrel and s o f f i t are 
f u l l y flat-paneled, and a six-panel door leads to the closet beneath the 
s t a i r . Altogether the s t a i r i s a s t r i k i n g composition, the vigor of i t s 
ornament emphasized by the compactness of i t s form. 

The second-story walls are plastered and have a beaded baseboard and 
chair r a i l . The large west room contains an interesting vernacular mantel 
with two-stage f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s , the f i r s t stage defined by a molding adorned 
with incised sunbursts. The backhand i s gouged and has incised fans at the 
corners. A f l a t panel extends across the f r i e z e , and the heavy molded cornice 
has an unusual d e n t i l course with alternate d e n t i l s being rounded and pierced. 
The ornament of the m a n t e l — p a r t i c u l a r l y the demisunbursts and the unusual 
d e n t i l c o r n i c e — i s , l i k e the entrance, related to that at the Hermitage. The 
east half of the second story i s divided into a h a l l and three small rooms, 
with the h a l l entered from the main h a l l through an arch carried on p i l a s t e r s . 
The e l l room contains a mantel quite similar to that below. The enclosed 
s t a i r serving this room i s finished with flush sheathing. 

To the rear of the house a small frame two-part outbuilding remains. The 
outline of the race track can also be determined at some times of the year. 
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Mowfield i s a handsome plantation house of s t r i k i n g l y unusual form, 
with i t s dramatic high hip roof over a double porch, and an interesting 
combination of Georgian and vernacular Federal f i n i s h . I t i s of consider­
able importance as the seat of the c o l o r f u l and prominent Amis family who 
were horse breeders of national reputation. Mowfield Plantation was also 
the home of Sir Archie, one of the greatest thoroughbred sires of the 
nineteenth century and ce r t a i n l y the champion of North Carolina's racing 
heyday. 

As early as 1758, John Amis, a native of Middlesex County, V i r g i n i a , 
was owner of a small plantation i n northwestern Northampton County. John, 
and his wife, Mary D i l l a r d Amis, had two sons, William and Thomas. William 
came to manhood at the beginning of the Revolution, and on May 6, 1776, 
was appointed commissary of the Third Regiment of Continental Troops. A 
commissary combined the duties of quartermaster, purchasing agent, and 
ordnance o f f i c e r . He remained i n m i l i t a r y service o f f and on u n t i l 1779, 
when, according to strong l o c a l t r a d i t i o n , he became a private purchasing 
agent for m i l i t a r y supplies, and had made a large fortune out of the war by 
the time h o s t i l i t i e s ended i n 1783. That his purchasing power was increased 
i s evident i n his acquisition of more than 8,000 acres of land i n North­
ampton between October, 1781,and 1809. About 1783 William Amis married 
Susannah Wilburn, daughter of Robert and Lucy Wilburn of Northampton 
County, and purchased land from them that year. 

• In John Amis' w i l l , exhibited i n August Court i n 1764, he gave "to my 
son William Amis my land & plantation at the death of my wife or marriage. 
. i »" William and Susannah Amis probably made t h e i r home at his father's 
plantation while William bought up land i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l l y r i c h 
Occoneechy Neck section of Northampton, which supported a wealthy planter 
class. William Amis, as the records of the county show, put together 
the Amis fortune that was a large and obvious force i n northeastern North 
Carolina and southside Virg i n i a for half a century. The contrast between 
William and his father i s a clear example of how small planters of the 
colonial period moved into the large planter class of Jeffersonian times. 

On January 6, 1802, William Amis purchased, f o r $7,054, 1,364 acres 
i n Northampton County, from John and Sarah Taylor of Southampton County, 
Vir g i n i a . This large plantation was put together by Thomas Williamson, 

a wealthy absentee planter of Southampton County, who at his death, l e f t i t 
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to his daugTiter Sarah Williamson Taylor. S t y l i s t i c evidence would indicate 
that William Amis, who t r a d i t i o n a l l y has been credited as builder of the 
Mowfield house, began his mansion soon a f t e r the purchase of the land i n 1802. 

William and Susannah D i l l a r d Amis had two children, John D i l l a r d Amis and 
Mary Amis. Both are said to have been born i n the 1780s. John D i l l a r d Amis 
entered the University of North Carolina i n 1802, remained one year, and 
returned to Northampton to marry Elizabeth Bynum. The couple was settled by 
William Amis on a plantation west of Mowfield which they called the White 
House. 

In 1816 William Amis received from Allan Jones Davie, son of General 
William Richardson Davie, a former governor of North Carolina and minister to 
France, the famous race horse. Sir Archie. Allan Jones Davie at the time was 
l i v i n g on his New Hope plantation i n Halifax County, and Amis received the 
horse, i t i s said, i n repayment of a large debt. 

Sir Archie was sired by Diomed out of Castianira and probably foaled at 
Mount Airy, the elegant estate of John Tayloe, I I I , i n Essex County, V i r g i n i a . 
Both through his s i r e and dam. Sir Archie was descended from the Byerly Turk, 
Darley, and Godolphin Arabians, three of the most famous race horses i n 
eighteenth century England. Sir Archie was an equally famous get i n America 
who raced at a l l the prominent jockey club meets from New York to Charleston, 
and was the most successful and celebrated horses of his time. His career as 
a sir e was even more notable than his racing record. Sir Archie died on 
June 7, 1833, and was probably buried at Mowfield. Today, a l l American 
thoroughbreds can trace a century-and-a-half back and there f i n d Sir Archie 
i n t h e i r pedigrees. 

John D i l l a r d Amis was an avid gambler and keen businessman. In his 
father's late years, he managed Sir Archie, though his doing so caused h o s t i l i t 
between father and son. 

William Amis was l e f t a widower by 1823, and about t h i s time he fathered 
a natural daughter by a young woman of the county, which he provided f o r amply 
before his death i n 1824. At his death, William Amis l e f t Sir Archie to John 
D. Amis, and a l l his large land holdings to John's three sons, William D i l l a r d , 
Thomas and Junius Amis. John and Elizabeth moved from the White House to 
Mowfield where, according to his father's w i l l , he was to supervise the plan­
t a t i o n for his sons, u n t i l they came of age. Junius Amis received several 
tracts including the Mowfield t r a c t , which alone included 1,364 acres. He was 
regarded as the most troublesome of the three sons, who were wild and turbulent 
boys with hot and quick tempers. He was w i l f u l l , fond of fine clothes, 
extravagant, and where he went, trouble followed. His elopement with Celeste 
Hawkins, daughter of a governor of North Carolina, against his father's wishes, 
caused a break i n happy relations at Mowfield. His debts constantly embarassed 
John D. Amis. Junius and William D. Amis were so hot-tempered and t h e i r 
escapades so numerous that neighbors coined the phrase: "A drop of Amis blood 
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would poison the A t l a n t i c ocean." The saying persists today i n Northampton 
County, and present-day descendants point to the phrase as showing th e i r 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y . 

As adults, the Amis brothers' hot-tempered character continued, and 
f i n a l l y one brother's adventures led to the departure of the family from the 
county. In the election year of 1834, William D. Amis announced on the Whig 
t i c k e t for a seat i n the North Carolina Senate. His popular and i n f l u e n t i a l 
Democratic opponant was Colonel William B. Lockhart, a resident of the 
Occoneechy Neck. After a turbulent campaign, Lockhart was declared the winner. 
During the campaign William D. Amis t r i e d to club a Lockhart supporter to 
death at White's Hotel i n Jackson, North Carolina. Public outrage coupled 
with numerous other public embarrassments caused the father, John D. Amis, to 
emigrate to Mississippi. Thomas Amis and his wife accompanied John and 
Elizabeth Amis. William soon followed them, and aft e r s e l l i n g most of his 
inheritance i n small t r a c t s , Junius Amis sold Mowfield to Colonel Ethelred 
Peebles for $10,750 on February 20, 1837. There i s no proof that Junius Amis 
ever lived at Mowfield house after hiselqpment with Celeste Hawkins, who died 
soon afterward. They are said to have lived at Silver H i l l , a nearby planta­
t i o n , where Junius had a race course and continued his interest i n horses. 
Junius Amis may have remained at Silver H i l l u n t i l as late as December 14, 1840 
when he sold his las t b i t of Northampton property to Colonel Peebles. Junius 
and his family f i n a l l y joined the rest of the Amis family i n Mississippi. He 
died i n Louisiana j u s t after the C i v i l War. 

Colonel Ethelred I . Peebles was a large Northampton landowner, having 
purchased most of the Junius Amis property between 1833 and 1840, He i s said 
to have made his home at Mowfield, and after his death the estate passed to 
his son, E. John Peebles, and soon afterward to tils children, E. John Peebles, 
Jr., and Sarah B. Peebles, wife of George S. Urquhart of Southampton County, 
Vir g i n i a . On March 17, 1897, Peebles and the Urquharts, through William 
Wallace Peebles, t h e i r uncle and a local attorney, as trustee, sold the "land 
. . . known as Mowfield" to M. W. Ransom, of Northampton County. 

Matt Whitaker Ransom was a wealthy planter, enthusiastic turfman, former 
Confederate brigadier general, senator, and minister to Mexico. His home, 
Verona, stood across the road from Mowfield. At the death of General Ransom 
i n 1904, the Mowfield plantation was l e f t to his son, Patrick Exum Ransom. 
Patrick Ransom married l a t e i n his l i f e to May Blakeney Meacham, a widow with 
two sons, Cecil and Frank Blakeney Meacham. Patrick and May Ransom had one 
son. Matt W. Ransom, I I I . After the deaths of Patrick Ransom and his son 
Matt, I I I , Mowfield went to Mrs. Ransom's son, Frank B. Beacham. 

Mowfield has been the subject of numerous a r t i s t s , the most notable of 
these being Edward Hopper, who i n the late 1930s did a watercolor of the house 
on commission from Elizabeth C. Blanchard, a descendant of Junius Amis. This 
painting was wi l l e d to the University of North Carolina at Chapel H i l l at 
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Mrs. Blanchard's death i n 1956. More recently, Sarah Blakeslee, wife of 
Francis Speight, has done several watercolors of the Mowfield house, one of 
which has been added to the co l l e c t i o n of the Northampton County H i s t o r i c a l 
Society. 
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N.C. Highway Commission Map 
(no USGS map a v a i l a b l e ) . / ; ; January, 1974 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R Q P E H . T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D . A N O N O R T H A R R O W -

G P O 9 3 2 - 0 1 0 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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Date Entered 

Kasie Location 

Tucker Carriage House 

Mowfield 

Taylor, Patty Person, House 

Raleigh 
Wake County 

Jackson v i c i n i t y 
Northampton County 

Louisburg v i c i n i t y 
Franklin County 
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Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon, Robert B, Morgan 
Hon. Ike F. Andrews 
Hon. L.H. Fountain 

Regional Director, Southeast 
Region 

State His t o r i c Preservation Off i c e r 
Mr, Robert E, s t i p e , Director 
Division of Archives and History 
Department of Cultural Resource?; 
100 ;j;-i'^:t; Jon: ; cr.v.̂ ^ 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 
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