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Perched on a r i se overlooking the f l o o d p l a i n of the Green River i s a 
rambling two-story house cal led Green River Planta t ion. I t i s composite of 
three major construction periods. I t s tarted as a frame Federal-style house 
fac ing west. During the Greek Revival period a separate two-story b r i ck 
structure of s imi la r proportions was b u i l t s l i g h t l y to the rear (east) of 
the s t ruc t i i re , fac ing south. Early i n the twentieth century these two s t ruc 
tures were united wi th a two-story sect ion. At th i s time numerous additions 
and improvements were made throughout, yet the i n t e g r i t y of the two e a r l i e r 
structures was preserved. 

The oldest section of the house i s two f u l l s tor ies high and four bays 
wide. I t has a gable roof w i t h boxed eaves, p l a i n s id ing , and dormers most 
l i k e l y added i n the twentieth century. For the most pa r t , windows contain 
nine-over-nine double-hung sash and have molded architraves and s i l l s . The 
south side appears to have the o r i g i n a l conf igura t ion of the gable ends; a 
central chimney flanked by two standard windows at each l e v e l w i th s ix-over-
s ix sash i n the a t t i c . The doorway, placed i n the second bay from the r i g h t 
retains i t s o r i g i n a l treatment, having four-pane s ide l igh ts flanked by f l u t e | 
p i l a s t e r s (wi th exaggerated entasis) supporting a f r i e z e wi th an arched 
opening, w i th a molded cornice. 

The br ick Greek Revival-style section i s also four bays wide wi th a 
gable roo f . The wide cornice i s decorated a t the top wi th a va r i a t i on of 
the b.9a.d-and-reel mot i f wi th an exaggerated oval bead. Evidence indicates 
that th i s cornice continued along the east gable end, forming a pediment 
wi th a f a n l i g h t i n the tympanum. An i n t e r i o r chimney pierces the roof be­
tween the f i r s t and second east bays. 

The twentieth century section connecting the two structures i s u n i f i e d 
under a continuation of the main roof of the br ick wing. The windows are 
s imi la r to those on the Federal pa r t , but the main door i n the second bay 
from the l e f t on the south side has s ide l ights and transom surrounded by 
symmetrically molded architraves w i t h faceted comer blocks. 

Numerous additions were made to the previous structure i n the ea r ly 
twentieth century inc luding a two-story gable roof addi t ion to the west side 
(the f i r s t f l o o r being open), a one-story b r i ck wing on the east, a servants 
wing from the second f l o o r extending north over the driveway, two- t ie r 
porches (some enclosed) on the remainder of the north and west sides, and a 
two-t ier porch across the south side of the b r i ck sect ion. / 

The Federal section has a hal l-and-parlor plan downstairs and two rooms 
to e i ther side of the cent ra l h a l l above. Arch i tec tu ra l elements which 
occur i n th i s section of the house are a f la t -paneled wainscot (consis t ing 
of double rows of rectangular panels), three-part architraves, some ea r ly 
six-panel doors, sheathing i n the walls and c e i l i n g , and a molded comice . 
Mantels have three-part architraves surrounding the opening w i t h a f l a t -
paneled f r i eze flanked by f r i e z e blocks over which the heavi ly molded shelf 
breaks out. The most in t e res t ing of these, larger i n size and of a d i f f e r e n t 
conf igura t ion , i s i n the south room of the f i r s t f l o o r . The f l a t f r i e z e w i t j i 
f l u t e d end blocks to each side i s painted wi th a landscape scene. What was 
formerly an ex te r io r doorway (now connecting the south room wi th the h a l l ) 
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i s of s imi lar conf igura t ion to the west entrance previously mentioned but has 
no f a n l i g h t or f r i e z e . The h a l l occupying the space between the two sections 
features a twentieth century open-string s t a i r w i t h tumed balusters . 

on The Greek Revival section has two rooms to a f l o o r separated by a p a r t i t i 
w a l l containing the cent ra l chimney. The walls are plastered and have a moldecfi 
chair r a i l . The architraves of the windows, doors, and f i rep lace surrounds ard 
symmetrically molded w i t h f l a t , faceted, or roundel comer blocks. 

Many outbuildings are present on the property, including a twentieth 
century log cabin, other log and frame bui ld ings , and a f ami ly chapel at the 
summit of the h i l l behind the house. The simple Gothic Revival frame chapel 
i s sided w i t h weatherboards and i s sheathed i n the i n t e r i o r , wi th narrow 
boards forming v e r t i c a l , diagonal and herringbone pat terns. The delicate 
freestanding rood screen, ind ica t ive of the s p r i g h t l y i n t e r i o r woodwork, i s 
composed of t r e f o i l arches under pointed arches wi th a band of pierced t r iangles 
at the cres t . 
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Green River i s an imposing and we l l deta i led p lan ta t ion house tha t 
was the home of Joseph McDowell Carson, a member of the p o l i t i c a l l y prom­
inent Carson f a m i l y . I t l a t e r was acquired by i n d u s t r i a l magnate Frankl in 
Coxe. O r i g i n a l l y a single Jfederal s t ructure , the house i s an in t e res t ing 
composite of additions up to the twentieth century. • • 

Joseph McDowell Carson, the probable bui lder of Green River Plantation 
was the son of Colonel John Carson, an ear ly s e t t l e r of Burke County and a 
Revolutionary so ld ie r . Joseph l e f t his f a the r ' s home, Pleasant Gardens, 
and se t t led i n Rutherford County where i n 180? he bought 60C acres on both 
sides of Green River f o r $3,000. Trad i t ion says that he b u i l t the p lanta­
t i o n house cal led Green River i n I80I; . This would not seem probable 
considering the date of his deed. I t would seem possible, on the other 
hand, that Wi l l i am Walton, from whom Carson bought the land, had b u i l t a 
house a f t e r s e t t l i n g there i n 1799. The possible existence of th i s house 
would account f o r the r e l a t i v e l y high purchase p r i c e . In 1817, by way of 
comparison, Carson was able to buy more than 100 acres adjoining t h i s 
t r a c t f o r only $20.00. Carson married sometime soon a f t e r buying Green 
River Plantat ion and, i f he d id not b u i l d a new house, may have begun the 
f i r s t series of a l tera t ions or improvements so evident i n the present 
s t ruc ture . S t y l i s t i c a l l y the Federal block could have been b u i l t during 
e i ther Walton's or Carson's ownership; t r a d i t i o n credi ts i t to Carson, and 
i t was ce r t a in ly he who b u i l t the Greek Revival sect ion. 

Joseph McDowell Carson was a distinguished lawyer and represented 
Rutherford County i n the North Carolina House of Commons i n 1813 and l8l[|.« 
He was elected to the state senate i n 1832, 1836, and I838. He was a 
delegate to the Const i tu t ional Convention of 1835 and was a commissioner 
f o r the implementation of the publ ic school plan provided f o r by the 
resul tant amended cons t i t u t ion . 

A person of note whom Joseph McDowell Carson brought to l i v e wi th him 
at Green River was his ha l f -b ro ther , Samuel Price Carson. When only twenty-
f o u r , Samuel Carson embarked on a p o l i t i c a l career as a United States 
senator and l a t e r as an o f f i c e r i n Sam Houston's government of Texas. He 
was married at Green River i n 1831 to the s i s te r of Joseph McDowell Carson' 
w i f e . I n the course of his p o l i t i c a l career, he was involved i n one of Norfth 
Carolina's most famous duels. When Dr. Robert Vance questioned his f a the r ' s 
honor, Carson challenged him and i n the subsequent duel mor ta l ly wounded, h in 
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Vance was the uncle of C i v i l War Governor Zebulon Vance, perhaps the most 
esteemed North Carolinian of his day. 

The A g r i c u l t u r a l Schedule of the United States Census of i860 indicates 
Green River was then a p lan ta t ion of 1,7U5 acres w i t h a valuat ion of $l5,000. 
There were at that time twenty-f ive slaves. Carson died i n i860 . 

Green River was put up for sale and bought by Franklin Coxe, who had 
married there in l86l a kinswoman of the Carsons, Mary Mills. When the house 
became available in I878, be bought it for $6,005, together with the 535-acre 
tract. Coxe was a grandson of Tench Coxe of Philadelphia, assistant secretary 
of the United States Treasury, and, under Thomas Jefferson, "purveyor of publij; 
supplies." For his work in developing the cotton industry. Tench Coxe has 
been called the "Father of American Cotton Industry." Franklin Coxe was 
president of the Commercial National Bank at Charlotte when he bought Green 
River Plantation. It became his summer home when he moved to Philadelphia in 
1882. Coxe, who was instrumental in the development of Asheville, was 
associated with A. B. Andrews in the building of the Westem North Carolina 
Railroad and built Asheville's Battery Park Hotel, "the first modern hotel 
in the state," which opened in I886. When Coxe died at Green River in 1903, 
the house went to his youngest daughter, Maude Coxe. It^is now owned by John 
J. Crowder of Rutherfordton, North Carolina. x^y'MXi4 
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James E. Holshouser , J r . 
Governor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

12 October 1973 

Div i s ion of Arch ives and His tory 
H, G. Jones, Director 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Inter ior 
National Park Service 
18th and C streets, N.W. • 
Washington, D. C. 2021+0 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

RECEWEQ xi. 
OCT 2 9 1973 \Z 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

(trr 

We are enclosing a nomination for Green River Plantation i n Polk 
County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

We trust you w i l l find this nomination i n order. I f there are 
any questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

-^UA.— 
H. G. Janes 

enclosures 
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