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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cove Grove is a large transitional Federal-Greek Revival plantation
house in an undisturbed wooded setting on 0ld Neck Road, an early road lined
by a number of plantation houses. The house is one of a regional group of
houses related by form, detail, and family. It combines the overall
masiveness and boldness of forms of the Greek Revival with the delicacy of
detail characteristic of the Federal period. The two-story frame structure
is five bays wide, and is dominated by dramatic full-height porticos that
extend across the front and rear facades and are covered by extensions of
the main gable roof. The facades are flush-sheathed, the sides covered
with lapped weatherboards; the latter are covered over with asbestos siding.
Both porches feature tall, somewhat attentuated unfluted Ionic columns
separating the five bays; those on the front rise uninterrupted, but the
rear porch has a second-level gallery with lateral steps between the levels
in front of the central doorway. The columns, which rest on a sturdy brick
round-arched arcade, are handsomely executed, with well-molded bases and
capitals with an egg-and-dart echinus resting on a bead molding. The
simple entablature features a modillion cornice that carries about the
house.

The treatment of the central entrance bay is consistent with the
dramatic scale and fins detail of the porch. Visually framed by the two
central columns are a first-level fanlit entrance and a second-level door-
way with transom and sidelights, opening onto: a small balcony. The lower
entrance provides a focal point for the facade: the double door is flanked
by sidelights flanked in turn by pairs of symmetrically molded pilasters
that carry a striking, outsized fanlight with a bold molded arch and key-
stone. The large area of the fanlight is articulated only by six simple
muntins radiating from the central hub. The door at the second level is a
single one, with sidelights beneath a full-width transom, each with geometri
tracery. These elements are outlined by well-articulated Greek Revival
surrounds consisting of symmetrically molded bands with corner blocks at
each intersection and a double greek key motif at top center. The delicate
iron balcony, with railings composed of elongated lozenges joined by floral
bosses, is supported on curvilinear brackets. The remaining bays of this
facade contain windows with molded frames and sills, with nine-over-nine
sash at the first level and six-over-nine at the second, an arrangement
consistent throughout the house.

The side elevations have a striking configuration characteristic of
the group of houses to which Cove Grove belongs: on each side rise two
chimneys; the wide gable roof has two planes of slope, steep between the
chimneys, and less steep from the chimneys in unbroken lines to the cornice
of each porch. The west side has four bays at the first level, two beneath
the chimneys and one to front and rear; the rear bay at the second level is
blind; and two windows occur in the gable. The east side has only two bays
marked, one between the chimneys and one to the front with a single gable
window; the rear first-story bay is covered by a small shed entrance wing
of later construction. The rear facade has a central entrance at the first
level and at the second, doors in the second and fourth bays; there is an
exterior transverse stair to the central second-level entrance.
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The interior, which follows a center-hall plan two rooms deep, continues
the combination of Greek Revival and Federal elements. The plan, with the two
parlors joined by wide sliding doors framed by an arch, some of the detail,
and the paneling scheme of the doors themselves, are characteristic of the
Greek Revival and relate to the other houses of the group, which are more
thorough-going Greek; the mantels, the door and window frames, and the treat-
ment of the stair, however, are Federal in feeling--far more so than in the
other houses. The first-floor rooms feature simple molded chair rails and
baseboards.

The west parlors are the most elaborately treated, having full-blown
three-part Federal mantels. That in the front room has symmetrically molded
pilasters carrying a frieze with sunbursts in high relief on end blocks and
center tablet, beneath a double dentil cornice and shelf adorned with gouge-
work; the cornice breaks out over all three elemsnts, the shelf only over the
end blocks. Joining the two rooms is a large arched doorway containing slidin
double doors with vertical ranges of horizontal raised flat panels outlined
by broad moldings. Flat-paneled pilasters carry a rather wide molded arch
with a deeply molded keystone accented by a central vertical row of round
beads. The soffit of the arch is flat-paneled, and the inner corners of the
doors are notched to fit around the keystone when closed. The rear room has
a mantel of similar but slightly simpler design. That in the front east
parlor is of the same form but with flat-paneled pilasters and flat panels
replacing the sunbursts as ornament; the rear east parlor has flat-paneled
end blocks and no center tablet.

The first-floor hall is quite an impressive room, lighted by the oversize
fanlight of the front door. It is bisected by a transverse arch like that
in the adjoining parlors, differentiated by a bead-and-reel molding on the
keystone. A wainscot with raised flat panels with square-indented corners
is present. The stair rises in two flights at the rear of the hall with an
intervening transverse landing. The open string is ornamented with simple
wave -pattern brackets, and slender balusters square in section carry a grace-
ful rounded handrail, which terminates over the tapered newel in a carved
element characteristic of the group of houses, rather like a stylized paw and
also resembling a robust scallop shell; eleven rounded sections radiate from
the back focus, and it is by far the most delicately detailed of the examples
seen, including those at Land's End and the Edmund Skinner House.

The second-story rooms are more simply finished, having walls plastered
above molded baseboards. The mantels have molded architraves and backbands
that carry end blocks and a plain frieze beneath a molded cornice and shelf.
In two of the rooms applied moldings form lozenge patterns on the end blocks.

To the southwest of the house is a small latticework gazebo with a cupola
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cove Grove is an unusually graceful and impressive coastal plantation
house, combining the boldness of the Greek Revival with much of the
delicacy of the late Federal period. Its dramatic double porches engaged
under the main roof and its well-executed exterior and interior detail
make it an outstanding member of an important regional group of houses,
of which it is stylistically apparently the earliest. Its builder, Benjamin
Skinner, was a notable member of a family of regional and state importance.

Benjamin Smith Skinner (1795-1861) acquired a number of small tracts
of land in the 0ld Neck section of Perquimans, beginning in 1818, to form
Cove Grove Plantation. About 1830 he built the Cove Grove mansion, which
has been owned by his descendants ever since. (A tradition says he wished
to provide his wife, Elizabeth, with a dwelling like that of her father,
Colonel James Leigh of Land's End. Another tradition claims Colonel Leigh
himself built Cove Grove for his daughter and Skinner. The similarities
between Cove Grove and Land's End are striking, but Cove Grove shows far
greater Federal influence and is probably the earlier of the two.)

A prominent planter, Skinner was a patron of education, being a
subscriber or trustee of Union Hall, Farmington, and Harveys Neck academies
He was also the virtual founder and principal supporter of the Episcopal
Church of the Holy Trinity in Hertford and first senior warden of its
vestry. He died on the eve of the Civil War, bequeathing Cove Grove to
his son and namesake. Benjamin S. Skinner, Jr. (1839-186l) enlisted in
the Perquimans Beauregards (Co. F, 27th Regt., N.C.T., C.S.A.) in 1861.
In 1863 he became captain of the company, and in 186l he was killed in
battle at Reams Station, Virginia.

Because of economic disruption and the early death of Captain Skinner,
Cove Grove was sold at public auction in 1870 and was purchased by the
captain's younger brother, Joshua Skinner (1845-1911), who died in 1911
leaving Cove Grove to his three children during their lives and afterward
to their children. In a 1923 division the home farm was allotted to Dr.
Joshua John Skinner (1882-1969).

Dr. J. J. Skinner was a biochemist with the United States Department
of Agriculture and the author of a number of scientific articles on plant
nutrition and soils. He bequeathed Cove Grove to his sons Joshua Hopkins
Skinner and Frank Brightwell Skinner (1915-1967). The present owners of
the house are Joshua H. Skinner and his brother's daughters,BElizabeth S.

Jethro and Sallie S. Halsey.
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1973
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Exterior, front (north) facade, looking south
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Cove Grove AUG 7 1974
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
North Carolina Perquimans Parkville Township

STREET AND NUMBER

Southwest of junction of S.R. 1301 and S.R. 1302

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Catherine W. Cockshutt 1973 Pivision of Archives and History

4. IDENTIFICATION
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Cove Grove AuG 7 1974

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN

North Carolina Perquimans Parkville Township

STREET AND NUMBER

Southwest of junction of S.R. 1301 and S.R. 1302

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
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Interior, mantel in west parlor \LL
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the interpretation of the contour lines. A contour line repre-
sents an imaginary line on the ground (a contour) every part
of which is at the same altitude above sea level. Buch a line
could be drawn at any altitude, but in practice only the con-
tours at certain 1\,.gu,§a1 intervals of altitude are shown. "The
zero of altitude of the Geological Survey maps is mean
sea level.  The 20-foot contour would be the shore line if the
sea should rise 20 feet above mean sea level. Contour lines
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TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS OF THE UNITED STATES

ing spm’é separated by ravines.
their lower ends by a sea cliff.  The hill at the left terminates
abruptly at the valley in a steep scarp, from which it slopes
gradually away and forms an inclined tableland that is trav-

The spurs are truncated at

ersed by a few shallow gulliecs. On the map each of these
features is represented, directly beneath its position in the

sketeh, by contour lines.

The contour interval, or'the vertical distance in feet hetween
one contour and the next, is stated at the bottom of each map.
This interval differs according to the topography of the area
mapped: in a flat country it may be as small as 1 fOG‘E, ina
mountainous ng\ on it may be as great as 250 feet. In order
that the contours may be igad more easily certain contour lines,
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points—such as road m*qr«»@oﬁom, summits, surfaces of MLG,,,
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show altitudes to the nearest foot only. More precise figures
for the altitudes of benchmarks are given in the Geological Sur-
vey's The geodetic coordinates of
triangulation and transit-traverse stations are also published in
bulletins. -

Lettering and the works of man are shown in black. Bound-
aries, such as those of a State, county, city, land grant, town-
ship, or reservation, are shown by continuous or broken lines of
different kinds and weights. Public roads suitable for motor
travel the greater part of the year are shown by solid double
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
Department of Cultural Resources
Raleigh 27611

March 1, 197L

James E. Holshouser, Jr.

Governor Division of Archives and History

H. G. Jones, Director

Grace J. Rohrer
Secretary

Dr. William J. Murtagh

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
We are enclosing a nomination for Cove Grove in Perquimans County,
North Carolina, to be entered in the National Register of Historic

Places.

We :trust you will find this nomination in order. If there are
any questions, please call us.

Sincergly yours,

Thornton W. Mitchell
Acting ©State Historic Preservation
Officer

enclosures



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TORTH CAROLIWA

Date Entered AUG 7

Name . Location
He/,»/-fc,r(f/ ViC/mf?LLj
Cova Crove Periwille-Townehinieiwity

Zerquinmang County

014 Lluff Presbyterian Church Vade vicinity
Cumberliand County

Duke, Green, liouse ‘ Soul City (Manson viciniiy)
Varren County

Ellerside Linden vicinity
Cunberland County

Also Notified

Hon. Sam J. Ervin, Jr. State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Jeuse Helms Dr. ihorantea U. Mitchell

ion. Walter L. Jones Acting birecter
Hon. Charles Rose Division of Avchives and Liistory
ilon. L. t. Fountain Dept, of Cultural Resources
Regional Director, Southeast 109 Last Jones Street

Region Raleign, dorth Cavolina 27611

\i MMott /row 8/13/74



