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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Cove Grove i s a large t r a n s i t i o n a l Federal-Greek Revival p lan ta t ion 
house i n an undisturbed wooded se t t ing on Old Neck Road, an ear ly road l ined 
by a number of p lan ta t ion houses. The house i s one of a regional group of 
houses related by form, d e t a i l , and f a m i l y . I t combines the ove ra l l 
masiveness and boldness of forms of the Greek Revival w i th the delicacy of 
d e t a i l character is t ic of the Federal per iod . The two-story frame structure 
i s f i v e bays wide, and i s dominated by dramatic f u l l - h e i g h t port icos that 
extend across the f r o n t and rear facades and are covered by extensions of 
the main gable r o o f . The facades are flush-sheathed, the sides covered 
wi th lapped weatherboards; the l a t t e r are covered over wi th asbestos s id ing . 
Both porches feature t a l l , somewhat attentuated unf lu ted Ionic columns 
separating the f i v e bays; those on the f r o n t r ise uninterrupted, but the 
rear porch has a second-level ga l le ry w i t h l a t e r a l steps between the levels 
i n f r o n t of the cent ra l doorway. The columns, which res t on a sturdy b r i ck 
round-arched arcade, are handsomely executed, w i t h well-molded bases and 
capitals w i t h an egg-and-dart echinus res t ing on a bead molding. The 
simple entablature features a mod i l l i on cornice that carries about the 
house. 

The treatment of the centra l entrance bay i s consistent wi th the 
dramatic scale and f i n a d e t a i l of the porch. Visua l ly framed by the two 
centra l columns are a f i r s t - l e v e l f a n l i t entrance and a second-level door­
way w i t h transom and s ide l igh t s , opening ontor a small balcony. The lower 
entrance provides a f o c a l po in t f o r the facade : the double door i s f lanked 
by s ide l ights flanked i n turn by pairs of symmetrically molded p i l a s t e r s 
that carry a s t r i k i n g , outsized f a n l i g h t w i t h a bold molded arch and key­
stone. The large area of the f a n l i g h t i s a r t i cu la ted only by s ix simple 
muntins rad ia t ing from the centra l hub. The door at the second l e v e l i s a 
single one, wi th s ide l igh ts beneath a f u l l - w i d t h transom, each wi th geometri 
t racery. These elements are outl ined by w e l l - a r t i c u l a t e d Greek Revival 
surrounds consist ing of symmetrically molded bands wi th corner blocks at 
each in te r sec t ion and a double greek key mot i f a t top center. The delicate 
i r o n balcony, w i t h r a i l i n g s composed of elongated lozenges joined by f l o r a l 
bosses, i s supported on cu rv i l inea r brackets. The remaining bays of t h i s 
facade contain windows wi th molded frames and s i l l s , w i th nine-over-nine 
sash a t the f i r s t l e v e l and six-over-nine at the second, an arrangement 
consistent throughout the house. 

The side elevations have a s t r i k i n g conf igura t ion character is t ic of 
the group of houses to which Cove Grove belongs: on each side r ise two 
chimneys; the wide gable roof has two planes of slope, steep between the 
chimneys, and less steep from the chimneys i n unbroken l ines to the cornice 
of each porch. The west side has four bays at the f i r s t l e v e l , two beneath 
the chimneys and one to f r o n t and rear; the rear bay at the second l e v e l i s 
b l i n d ; and two windows occur i n the gable. The east side has only two bays 
marked, one between the chimneys and one to the f r o n t wi th a single gable 
window; the rear f i r s t - s t o r y bay i s covered by a small shed entrance wing 
of l a t e r construct ion. The rear facade has a centra l entrance at the f i r s t 
l e v e l and at the second, doors i n the second and f o u r t h bays; there i s an 
ex te r io r transverse s t a i r to the cent ra l second-level entrance. 
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The i n t e r i o r , which fol lows a center-hal l plan two rooms deep, continues 
the combination of Greek Revival and Federal elements. The plan, wi th the two 
parlors joined by wide s l i d i n g doors framed by an arch, some of the d e t a i l , 
and the paneling scheme of the doors themselves, are character is t ic of the 
Greek Revival and rela te to the other houses of the group, which are more 
thorough-going Greek; the mantels, the door and window frames, and the t r ea t ­
ment of the s t a i r , however, are Federal i n f ee l ing—far more so than i n the 
other houses. The f i r s t - f l o o r rooms feature simple molded chair r a i l s and 
baseboards. 

The west parlors are the most e laborately t reated, having f u l l - b l o w n 
three-part Federal mantels. That i n the f r o n t room has symmetrically molded 
p i l a s t e r s carrying a f r i e ze wi th sunbursts i n high r e l i e f on end blocks and 
center t ab l e t , beneath a double d e n t i l cornice and shelf adorned wi th gouge­
work; the cornice breaks out over a l l three elements, the shelf only over the 
end blocks. Joining the two rooms i s a large arched doorway containing s l i d i n g 
double doors wi th v e r t i c a l ranges of hor izonta l raised f l a t panels out l ined 
by broad moldings. Flat-paneled p i l a s t e r s carry a rather wide molded arch 
wi th a deeply molded keystone accented by a centra l v e r t i c a l row of round 
beads. The s o f f i t of the arch i s f l a t -pane led , and the inner corners of the 
doors are notched to f i t around the keystone when closed. The rear room has 
a mantel of s imi la r but s l i g h t l y simpler design. That i n the f r o n t east 
pa r lo r i s of the same form but wi th f la t -paneled p i l a s t e r s and f l a t panels 
replacing the sunbursts as ornament; the rear east par lor has f la t -paneled 
end blocks and no center t a b l e t . 

The f i r s t - f l o o r h a l l i s quite an impressive room, l igh ted by the oversize 
f a n l i g h t of the f r o n t door. I t i s bisected by a transverse arch l i k e that 
i n the adjo in ing pa r lo r s , d i f f e r e n t i a t e d by a bead-and-reel molding on the 
keystone. A wainscot w i t h raised f l a t panels wi th square-indented corners 
i s present. The s t a i r r ises i n two f l i g h t s at the rear of the h a l l w i th an 
intervening transverse landing. The open s t r i n g i s ornamented wi th simple 
wave-pattern brackets, and slender balusters square i n section carry a grace­
f u l rounded handra i l , which terminates over the tapered newel i n a carved 
element character is t ic of the group of houses, rather l i k e a s ty l ized paw and 
also resembling a robust scallop s h e l l ; eleven rounded sections radiate from 
the back focus, and i t i s by f a r the most de l i ca t e ly detai led of the exairples 
seen, inc luding those at Land's End and the Edmund Skinner House. 

The second-story rooms are more simply f i n i s h e d , having walls plastered 
above molded baseboards. The mantels have molded architraves and backhands 
that carry end blocks and a p l a i n f r i e ze beneath a molded comice and she l f . 
I n two of the rooms applied moldings form lozenge patterns on the end blocks. 

To the southwest of the house i s a small la t t icework gazebo w i t h a cupola 

G P 0 9 2 1 - 7 2 4 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Cove Grove i s an unusually graceful and impressive coastal plantation  
house, combining the boldness of the Greek Revival with much of the  
delicacy of the late Federal period. I t s dramatic double porches engaged  
under the main roof and i t s well-executed exterior and i n t e r i o r d e t a i l  
make i t an outstanding member of an important regional group of houses,  
of which i t i s s t y l i s t i c a l l y apparently the e a r l i e s t . I t s builder, Benjamin  
Skinner, was a notable member of a family of regional and state importance 

Benjamin Smith Skinner (1795-1861) acquired a number of small tracts 
of land i n the Old Neck section of Perquimans, beginning i n I 8 I 8 , to form 
Cove Grove Plantation. About I83O he b u i l t the Cove Grove mansion, which 
has been owned by his descendants ever since. (A t r a d i t i o n says he wished 
to provide his wife, Elizabeth, with a dwelling l i k e that of her father. 
Colonel James Leigh of Land's End. Another t r a d i t i o n claims Colonel Leigh 
himself b u i l t Cove Grove for his daughter and Skinner. The s i m i l a r i t i e s 
between Cove Grove and Land's End are s t r i k i n g , but Cove Grove shows f a r 
greater Federal influence and i s probably the e a r l i e r of the two.) 

A prominent planter, Skinner was a patron of education, being a 
subscriber or trustee of Union Hall, Farmington, and Harveys Neck academies 
He was also the v i r t u a l founder and p r i n c i p a l supporter of the Episcopal 
Church of the Holy T r i n i t y i n Hertford and f i r s t senior warden of i t s 
vestry. He died on the eve of the C i v i l War, bequeathing Cove Grove to 
his son and namesake. Benjamin S. Skinner, Jr. (1839-186U) enlisted i n 
the Perquimans Beauregards (Go. F, 27th Regt., N.C.T., C.S.A.) i n I 8 6 I . 
In 1863 he became captain of the company, and i n l861j. he was k i l l e d i n 
battle at Reams Station, V i r g i n i a . 

Because of economic disruption and the early death of Captain Skinner, 
Cove Grove was sold at public auction i n I87O and was piurchased by the 
captain's younger brother, Joshua Skinner (l8I|.5-191l), who died i n I 9 I I 
leaving Gove Grove to his three children during t h e i r l i v e s and afterward 
to t h e i r children. I n a 1923 d i v i s i o n the home farm was a l l o t t e d to Dr. 
Joshua John Skinner (I882-I969). 

Dr. J. J. Skinner was a biochemist with the United States Department 
of Agriculture and the author of a number of s c i e n t i f i c a r t i c l e s on plant 
n u t r i t i o n and s o i l s . He bequeathed Cove Grove to his sons Joshua Hopkins 
Skinner and Frank Brightwell Skinner (191^-1967). The present owners of 
the house are Joshua H. Skinner and his brother's daughters,Elizabeth S. 
Jethro and Sallie S. Halsey. 



MAJOf? BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Research by Raymond A. Winslow, Jr., consultant; architectural description 
by Catherine Cockshutt, survey supervisor. 

Perquimans County Records, Perquimans County Courthouse, Hertford, North 
Carolina, Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds 
W i l l s ) . 

PerShiimans County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh 
North Carolina (Subgroups: Deeds, W i l l s ) . ' 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E ^ 

Degrees H h l u t e s Second* 

NW 36° LiQ- fh-
NE 36 ° LiO • Tij. -
SE 36 ° 10 • 56 -
SW 36 » 10 . 56 • 

L .ONG1 T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

760 2h- hi' 
76° 25- 10" 
76° 25' 10" 
76° 2h' hJl 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G | - ^ J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T h i ^ c t i M T Z R P O I N 1 O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

o > • 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 2 0 a C r e S 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R COX' IN( l '>^ B 6 u N i 3 A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

;.HR 2 2 1974 
C O U N T Y : 

NATIONAL 
1 -uva 

C O U N T Y : 

p . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Survey and Planning Unit 
ORGANI Z A T I ON 

Division of Archives and History 

DATE 

1 March 197U 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Raleigh 
[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICAl ION 

As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion A c t o f 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s property for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Reg is te r and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted according to the c - i t e r ia and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Park Service . The recoinmended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 

N a t i o n a l • State ?C] ^ L o c a l • 

Name Thornton W. Mitchell 
Acting Director, State Departmen 

of Archives and History 
T i t l e 

s t a t e i ^ o c a i L J 

Date 1 March 197U 

S T A T E 

North Carolina 37 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERSFtGATION 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis te r . 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Dd'e 

A T T E S T 

Keeper of Tb^ National Regi 'sterj^ 

•tt U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING O F F I C E : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



PROPERTY { ^ c > ' . v U - ^ / ^ T L ^ C - T ^ . ^ STATE ^ , ^ / 

WORKING NUMBER ^ / ^ X , 1 ^t ^ C^> ^ 

TECH REVIEW ^ 
PHOTOS . O 

MAPS / 

CONTROL REVIEW 

OK / / 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST / i ' s y y ^ . - ^ - ^ < - ' ' ^ ^ ^^^'^-^-^--^"^"^""''^ 

i ^ ^ > e . f t j ' - S 

Si 1 />-//f 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 
— 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered m 7 19W 
I N T - 1 5 3 8 - 7 3 





















James E, Holshouser, Jr . 
Governor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

March 1 , 1971; 

Dr. Wil l ia in J. Murtagh 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C s t reets , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 202i;0 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Div is ion of Arch ives and History 
H. G. Jones, Director 

b: ^^^^^ 
i t - ' ' O ' 

We are enclosing a nomination for Cove Grove i n Perquimans County, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic 
Place s. 

We trust you w i l l find this nomination i n order. I f there are 
any questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Thornton W. Mitchell 
Acting State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

enclosures 
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