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| 1 . NAME 
OCT S 3 1974 

C O M M O N : 

John A,^\Mason^ House 

{2. LOCATtON 

STREET ANO NUMBER: "S" Wj ST UTZTfl^ Crff'^ N C- ^ 

1 i.r n.n. i7!>n 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

f r i t \ Vn<^ \ f»n y - i n ' m ' 
S T A T E 

North Caro l ina 37 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

Four th 
Thp H f i n . Tlfp F . AnrlrpMS 

C O U N T Y ; 

Chatham 037 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

U 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

n Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

g P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

] B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Q Occup ied 

^ Unoccup ied 

• E P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

, i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

C No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[ ] A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r to inmen t 

ineers 

[ 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t o r y 

I 1 Museum 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

[ 1 R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

r~l T r o n s p o r t j a t r ^ n y ^ ^ i J ^ ^ ^ m m e n f i 

• Other r s p e c / f y f A 

fec[ivE9-
f4 . OWNER OF PROPERTY 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

U. S. Army Corps o f Engineers 
NATIOf(AL C 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P. 0. Box 1890 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J^ i lm ing toa 
| 5 . tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E ; 

North Carol ina 

P 
-1 
c 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Chatham County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

P i t t s b o r o 
\ i . REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

North,..Carol ina 

-t :< 
3-
U 

31. 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Survey of New Hope Dam Project 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1968 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

• F e d e r o l Q Stote • Coun ty • L o e o l 

Survey and Planning Unit, Division of Arrhivp.c; anH Hi.gfnry &9 

STREET AND NUMBER 

109 East Jones Strepf 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

North Caro l ina 

o 
z 



7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t C i Good Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fChecfc One) 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved ^ O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U I t n O l v n J P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The John A. Mason Eouse i s a two-^story Greek Revival dwelling, two 
stories high over a low brick foundation. The main block i s three bays wide 
and two deep, w i t h single-shoulder exterior end chimneys of brick l a i d i n 
common bond. Across the rear i s an o r i g i n a l one-story shed extension. A 
two-story e l l to the rear arid another one-story rear section are recent addi­
tions, neatly matching the o r i g i n a l I n f i n i s h . The f i n i s h of the exterior 
i s t y p i c a l l y Greek Revival, distinguished by several interesting d e t a i l s . 
Defining each corner of the house and i t s various projections are f l a t -
paneled corner posts treated as p i l a s t e r s , with well-molded caps. These 
carry a wide, pl a i n f r i e z e beneath the heavy overhang of the roof, which i s 
emphasized by a molded boxed cornice. This cornice outlines the pedlmented 
gable ends of a l l the two-story sections of the house. 

The f i r s t l e v e l of the main facade i s sheltered by a hip-roof porch 
that i s evidently o r i g i n a l . The f i v e bays are separated by simple slender 
posts square i n section, with caps l i k e those of the corner p i l a s t e r s . From 
these spring delicate brackets that continue as a molding along the porch 
cornice, creating shallow arches between the bays. At the ends of the porch, 
half-posts engaged i n the facade support the side arches. The facade pro­
tected by the porch i s flush-sheathed, and the three bays under the porch 
contain doors, those i n the flanking bays being French doors with transoms, 
the central one being a normal door with sidelights and transom. These are 
framed—like a l l the o r i g i n a l windows—^with symmetrically molded architraves 
accented by corner blocks with a curious, rather delicate incised diagonal 
Maltese cross design. Windows generally contain six-over-six sash. The 
i n t e r i o r of the o r i g i n a l house follows a center-hall plan, with two flanking 
rooms i n the main blocks and two more i n the one-story wings. The f i n i s h i s 
rather simple and t y p i c a l l y Greek Revival. Walls are flush-sheathed, and 
door and window frames are generally sjraraietrically molded with paneled 
corner blocks; some are p l a i n molded ones with Greek Revival moldings. 
Window architraves i n some rooms extend to frame two f l a t panels beneath the 
windows. The baseboards are wide and handsomely molded. Mantels are simple, 
following two basic patterns: some have symmetrically molded pilasters 
carrying a wide, pl a i n f r i e z e beneath a p l a i n shelf and pointed-arched back­
board; others are composed of p l a i n pilasters on molded bases, beneath a 
wide pl a i n f r i e z e , molded cornice, and pla i n shelf. 

The s t a i r i s the most d i s t i n c t i v e i n t e r i o r feature. The heavy newel 
i s quite s t r i k i n g , composed—visually—of two large faceted tear-drop l i k e 
elements set v e r t i c a l l y end-to-end, round sides together, with an upper 
block adjoining the handrail, topped by a f l a t , rounded cap. A heavy rounded 
handrail i s carried on slender balusters and ramps acutely at the second-
lev e l turning, where i t terminates i n a post of similar design, having a 
single faceted tear-drop set on a rectangular base. The open s t r i n g i s 
adorned with continuous brackets creating an uninterrupted wave pattern. 



[6. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

Z 

on 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

g 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElS) (H Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ino l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

Q H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I 1 Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

\ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

3 Eng inee r i ng 

I 1 Indus t ry 

] I n ven t i on 

3 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i tec tu re 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

] Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

Q S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The John A. Mason House, probably b u i l t around 1850, i s a t y p i c a l and 
well-preserved Greek Revival farmhouse, distinguished from more ordinary 
vernacular examples by consistent and interesting d e t a i l , such as the 
treatment of the porch and corner posts, the ornament of the exterior 
corner blocks, and the vigorous and uhusual s t a i r treatment. Mason was an 
upper middle class planter of some loc a l prominence. The man and his house, 
while not exceptional, are representative of an unpretentious yet cultured, 
educated, and stable element v i t a l to the state's social, economic, and 
architectural history. 

On February 30, 1835, William Mason, a veteran of the Revolution, who 
had settled i n Chatham County before 1797, with his wife, Nancy Acres 
Mason, deeded to his son, John A. Mason, for $1,000, a t r a c t of land "on 
the waters of New Hope and Morgan Creeks. . . . " During the next two 
decades, t h i s t r a c t of 600 acres was expanded through acquisition into over 
a thousand acres. Here John A. Mason b u i l t his house, probably before 1850. 

John Acree Mason had been a soldier i n the Chatham m i l i t i a during the 
War of 1812, and judging from his estate papers f i l e d a f t e r his death 
during March, 1858, he was a man of considerable property. The estate 
records show that John A. Mason's plantation produced a large amount of 
wheat, corn and swine, and he owned twenty slaves. The inventory of his 
large estate l i s t e d , among other household items, a desk, book case and 
books. Mason was probably t y p i c a l of the middle planter class i n North 
Carolina, who were engaged i n agriculture, had education, owned a few 
slaves, and were prominent i n the community. 

John and Elizabeth Herndon Mason had only one son, Wesley, who married 
Ann Elizabeth Adkins i n 1842, settled a plantation on Beaver Creek i n 
Chatham County, and died i n 1848. John Acree Mason became guardian for his 
two grandchildren. At his death i n 1858, Mason's estate was valued at 
approximately $25,000; i t descended to his wife, Elizabeth Herndon Mason, 
and his two grandchildren, Thomas M. Mason, and his s i s t e r , Elizabeth 
Frances Mason, l a t e r the wife of Joseph B e l l . The widow, Elizabeth, was 
given her dower i n the 1,027 acres of land, "including the dwelling house 
which her said husband was accustomed to dwell next before his death 
commonly called the Mansion house, together with the offices out houses 
buildings . . . " A map of Chatham County, dated 1870, shows that the 
"Widow Mason" was l i v i n g on the plantation. 
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11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E ; 

Survey and Planning Unit 
OR G ANI Z A Tl ON 

Division of Archives and History 

D A T E 

7 October 1974 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Raleigh 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

NaJtion^l CQ — t I K Local B 

Name 

Title S f a f p HiHtn r iV P r p s p r v a f i n n 
O f f i c e r 

S T A T E 

North Carolina 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, 0 / / l c e of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Dite 

ATTEST: 

Bate 7 October 1974 
Date 

Keeper o{ Thd National Regispr 

1^0 'I I -^(f 
i t U . S . GOVERNMENT P R I N T I N l O F F I C E : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 
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(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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North Carolina 
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Chatham 
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4 T R Y N U M B E R 

UCi 1974 
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8. 

Elizabeth Herndon Mason died i n 1894, and her property was divided among 
her grandson, Thomas, and the two heirs of her granddaughter Elizabeth Mason 
Bell . Thomas and his wife, Sarah Elizabeth Stone, and t h e i r children, l i v e d 
with Elizabeth Herndon Mason, and i n the settlement they received the dwelling 
house. 

By the time of Thomas M. Mason's death on January 4, 1917, the property 
had been heavily mortgaged, and had to be sold. I t eventually was purchased 
by Wade Herman Scott, whose wife, Tina, was a daughter of Joseph Wesley Mason, 
eldest son of Thomas M. Mason. 

Mr. Scott was k i l l e d i n an automobile accident i n 1961, and the property 
was then sold to H. D. Dickerson, who i n 1965 sold i t to Colonel Miles Chase 
Shorey, Jr., U. S. Army (Retired). On June 29, 1973, Colonel Shorey deeded 
i t to the Army Corps of Engineers, and i t i s now a part of the New Hope Dam 
Project. 

GPO 921.7 24 
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Chatham 
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9. 

Roster of Soldiers From North Carolina i n the American Revolution. (Published 
for the Daughters of the American Revolution) 1932.  

Wood, Edna H i l l i a r d White, and Nesbitt, L i l l i e Booth. The Herndon-Hunt and 
A l l i e d Families. Raleigh, 1930. 

GPO 9 21 .7 24 
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(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

N o r t h C a r o l i n a 
C O U N T Y 

Chatham 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

OCT 2 } 1974 
1. NAME 

COMMON: John A. Mason House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

End of S.R. 1728 
^ C I T Y OR TOWN: 

on F a r r i n g t o n v i c i n i t y 
y- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : CODE 

«/) North Caro l ina 37 Cha tham 037 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E : 

USGS Map, Durham South Quadrangle 

UJ 

UJ 

I/O 

1 : 62,500 
1951 OCT 16 1974 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requi red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 





James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

7 October 1974 

Division of Archives and History 
Robert E. Stipe, Director 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the John A. Mason House i n 
Chatham County, North Carolina to be entered i n the National Reg­
i s t e r of Historic Places. 

PLEASE HANDLE QUICKLY. This i s now owned by the Army Corps 
of Engineers; entry on the register w i l l determine whether i t i s 
eliminated or preserved. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order, 
are any questions, please c a l l us. 

I f there 

RobeVt E. Stipe 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

enclosures 

cc: Hon. Sam J. Ervin, Jr. 
Hon. Jesse Helms 
Hon. Ike F. Andrews 



I K E A N D R E W S ^ ^ i m u c T O F F H ^ s . 

4 T H D l « R I C T . I * R T « C A » O U « 207 P O . T 0 « . . « BUILOINO 
D U R H A M , N O R T H C A R O L I N A 27701 

l ' r ( 9 1 9 ) 2 8 6 - 0 4 1 1 
501 C A N N O N H O U S E O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

Congress of tije ©niteU states 
c o M M r r r c E O N , ( 9 1 9 ) 7 3 9 - 4 1 2 0 

?|ou£{e of 3Rcprc2!cntatib££i 
t O I F E D E R A L B U I L O I N O 

A S H E B O R O , N O R T H C A R O U N A 27203 

E D U C A T I O N A N D L A B O R 

Saafiftington, B.C. 20515 (919) 62S-306a 

October 15, 1974 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
Eighteent:h & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

A matter of great in t e r e s t has been brought to my attention by 
Mr^Robert E. Stipe£__State Historic Preservation Officer of the 
State of North Carolina, who has informed me that the John Aj^ 
Mason House i n Chatham County, North Carolina has been nominated 
for entry into the National Register of Historic Places. 

I t would be p a r t i c u l a r l y pleasing to me i f t h i s house could 
be preserved as I am a native of Chathcun County, auid even 
though Washington demands a great deal of my time, to me "home" 
i s s t i l l Chatham County. Further, according to the National 
Register of Hist o r i c Places Supplement of 1974, Chatham County 
does not have a h i s t o r i c s i t e l i s t e d . 

I t would, therefore, be an honor fo r the citizens of our county 
as well as our state to have the John A. Mason House preserved 
and l i s t e d i n the Register. 

Thank you^for y^ur attent^Lon apd consideration of t h i s matter. 

Sincere 

Ike *Andrews 
Member of Congress 

lA/es 

cc: Mr. Robert E. Stipe 
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STATE liOr r.I CAJIOLINA 

Date Entered •̂:̂:T ? 3 

Name Location 

Vllklofion-Dosier liouao 

Tusculua 

(Loson, John A., Uousa 

Conotone vicinity 
Edgccosibs County 

Areola vicinity 
Uarren County 

ywtwr^fcon vicinity 
Chathati County 

Hon. Sara J. Ervln, Jr, 
Hon. Joeaa Halms 

Also Notified 

Hon. L. U. Fountain 
Hon. Ike F. Andrew* 
Mr. RlcU*rd Lovorty, Corps of Englnscra 

\ 
Regional Director, Southeaat Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Robert 8. Stips 
Director 
Division of Archives snd Uiatory 
Dept* of Cultural Kcsources 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh, i;orth Carolina 27611 
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