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Lebanon was named a f t e r the grove of great cedars that surrounded the 
house u n t i l most of them were destroyed by hurricane Hazel (19^h)- For­
tunately, t a l l pines and other trees s t i l l provide a picturesque se t t ing 
f o r the pleasantNlreek Revival p l an ta t ion house. B u i l t of frame covered 
wi th p l a i n weatherboards, the two-story house i s raised on a foundation of 
br ick l a i d i n common bond. Comer posts treated as p i l a s t e r s define the 
facades and support a p l a i n f r i e z e and molded cornice beneath the overhang 
of the roo f . Two i n t e r i o r chimneys pierce the hip roof . There i s a one-
story wing on each s i d e . / A n early wooden fence encloses a l a rge , w e l l -
planted yard t ha t contains several outbui ldings, inc luding a frame ki tchen 
and smokehouse. 

The main (west) facade of the house i s three bays wide, w i t h a three-
bay, two- t i e r porch sheltering the cent ra l doorway on both f l o o r s . The 
porch has a t each l e v e l slender chamfered posts omamented w i t h del icate 
sawnwork brackets. These recur as p i l a s t e r s on the facade at the ends of 
the porch. Between the f r o n t posts runs a balustrade w i t h tumed balusters 
beneath a heavy molded r a i l . At the f i r s t l e v e l , the f l o o r of the porch, 
enclosed by a continuation of the balustrade, extends the f u l l wid th of the 
facade. The tpper l e v e l of the porch has an open pediment. The tympanum, 
covered w i t h weatherboards, features an oculus divided i n t o quarters f i l l e d 
wi th louvers. At each l e v e l of the facade the entrance consists of a single 
door f lanked by s idel ights beneath a f o u r - l i g h t transom. Both doors are 
f la t -paneled on the inside but have on the e x t e r i o r , f l u s h panels out l ined 
by heavy molding, the upper ones i n the shape of round-headed arches. The 
remaining bays of the facade are marked by windows containing four-over-
four sash, a pa t te rn that continues throughout the main block. 

Extending from the north side of the main block i s a small one-story, 
two-bay wing tha t continues the fenes t ra t ion , corner posts and comice of 
the main block. I t leads to a two-bay addi t ion w i t h p la iner f i n i s h and 
l a t e r sash. At the rear of the south side of the house i s a one-story shed 
addi t ion that extends around the corner to enclose par t of the back porch. 
The bays of the rear facade are treated l i k e those of the f r o n t , except 
that the upper cent ra l bay has only a small square window w i t h replacement 
sash. Extending across th i s facade i s a one-story porch w i t h a hip roof 
supported by p l a i n chamfered posts. The balustrade of the f r o n t porch i s 
repeated. 

The i n t e r i o r of the main block fo l lows a center -ha l l p lan , two rooms 
deep. The wal ls are plastered above a sin^^le molded baseboard. The double 
doors leading from the h a l l to the two f r o n t rooms were i n s t a l l e d i n the 
twentieth century. Most of the doorways, however, have six-panel doors 
w i t h molding o u t l i n i n g f l a t panels on one side and s l i g h t l y ra ised panels 
on the other. There are a few doors of l a t e r design. 

According to the owner, the only o r i g i n a l mantel i s tha t i n the 
northeast second-floor room; The others are copies of t h i s one. A single 
panel appears above the square f i r e opening, and both are f lanked by 
p i l a s t e r s w i t h comice caps. The heavy molaed shelf breaks over the 
p i l a s t e r s . 
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The open-string stair rises i n one f l i g h t along the north ha l l wall from 

the rear of the h a l l . A f a t turned newel and slender turned balusters support 
a heavy molded handrail. The graceful balustrade continues along the stair 
well at the second leve l . The arrangement and f i n i s h of the second f loor 
are l ike the f i r s t . * . . *. • 

:''f' -' 

t 
1 

GPO 921-7 24 



. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ion I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

S 19th Centu ry 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (11 Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P reh i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• Agriculture 

K ] Architecture 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 

1 I Communications 

1 1 Conservat ion 

1 I Educa t i on 

r n Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

1 I I n v e n t i o n 

( I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

S M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

Q Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

n T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

'•m.-

z 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The area around the Cumberland County-Hamett County l ine near the 
present highway N.C. 82 was se t t led by the Smith f ami ly i n the mid-
eighteenth century. Prominent among them was^Alexander Smith, who 
assembled a large t r a c t of land, operated a f e r r y , and probably b u i l t the 
large Georgian p lan ta t ion house. Oak Grove. A f t e r his death i n 1777, when 
his son, John Smith, was s t i l l a minor, Alexander's widow married 
Farquhard Canpbell, who held the property i n t r u s t u n t i l John achieved 
his ma jor i ty ; he probably came i n t o possession of the property i n 1790. 
I n 18U3 John Smith deeded a number of t rac t s to his three sons. The Oak 
Grove property went to John C., another t r a c t to Wi l l i am T . , and s t i l l 
another to Farquhard Canpbell Smith (named a f t e r John's s tepfa ther ) . The 
p lanta t ion houses b u i l t f o r Wi l l iam and Farquhard s t i l l stand w i t h i n a few 
miles of the older Oak Grove—and f o r many years the area was known as 
Smi thv i l l e . 

Tradi t ion has i t that when h is son, Farquhard, married i n I82I4., John 
Smith b u i l t Lebanon f o r him. The tax l i s t s f o r th i s time tend to 
corroborate t h i s t r a d i t i o n . Farquhard Smith was not l i s t e d i n l82l|., but 
the next year he was shown as the holder of f i v e slaves while his f a t h e r ' s 
slave holdings decreased by f i v e . The next year his slave holdings i n ­
creased again w i t h a concomitant decrease i n his f a the r ' s holdings. By 
1827 Farquhard was l i s t e d as having e ight slaves and, f o r the f i r s t t ime, 
land i n the amount of 3,612 acres. Again, his f a t h e r ' s estate decreased 
i n th is l i s t by exactly 3,612 acres. The actual t ransfer of th i s land 
from Jonn Smith to Farquhard probably d id not occur u n t i l the 18U3 deed 
(see above). At th i s t ime, " fo r love and a f f e c t i o n and the sum of one 
do l l a r " , Farquhard received t i t l e to several t rac t s t o t a l l i n g 3,^17 2/3 
acres, and one-third i n t e r e s t i n the "three Ferry Landing places, together 
w i t h the F la t and Fixtures belonging there to ." I n the f i r s t census of 
Hamett County i n i860, Farquhard Smith was shown as owner of 37 slaves. 

"̂ The Bat t le of Averasboro (March I 6 , 186^) occurred i n the immediate 
v i c i n i t y of John Smith's p lan ta t ion house. Sharp f i g h t i n g drove the f ami ly 
from the i r home and a f t e r spending the day i n the trenches, they repaired 
to Lebanon la te i n the evening. Lebanon was used as a Confederate hosp i ta l 
during and a f t e r the b a t t l e . / A l e t t e r w r i t t e n by Farquhard Smith's 
daughter records the occasion: 

The in f i rmary was here and oh i t makes me shudder when I think of 
the awful sights I witnessed that morning. Ambulance a f t e r ambulance 
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•̂̂  ' . . . •• • ̂  • 
drove up with our wounded. One half of the house was prepared for the 
soldiers, but owing to the close proximity of the enemy, they only 
sent i n the sick, but every bam and out house was f u l l and under 
every shed and tree the tables were carried for aii5)utating the limbs. 
I just f e l t l i k e my heart would break when I would see our brave men 
rushing into the battle and then coming back so mangled. 
Farquhard Smith died i n I87I. In the division of his estate, l o t number 

1 (then containing B̂ O acres) and the house went to his youngest son, Jesse 
Slocumb Smith. I t was sold to Edward Smith, a brother, i n I88O for $U,000. 
Edward Smith willed Lebanon to his nephew, E. W. Smith, in 19lU. The house 
went to i t s present owner, E. W. Smith, Jr., i n 193^. 

Lebanon, a typical Greek Revival plantation house i s of particular 
significance because of i t s well-documented use as a hospital during and 
after the Battle of Averasboro, March I6, 186^. The house is the only one 
of the three large houses constructed in the area by the prominent Smith 
family that has remained in the hands of descendants. 
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Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 r'-^ 

We are enclosing a nomination for Lebanon i n Harnett Comty, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

We trust you w i l l f i nd this nomination i n order. I f there are 
any questions, please c a l l us. 

. -. • : Sincerely yours. 

H. G. Jorf.es 
- Liaison Officer 
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