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Fom 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Nor th Caro l i na 
C O U N T Y : 

H a l i f a x 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

\ h NAME 
8 mi 

C O M M O N : 

S a l l y - B i l l y House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

South side of S.R. 1117.a8 m i . west of Scotia 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Scotland Neck^'lfSecond Congressional D i s t r i c t , The 
S T A T E 

North Carolina 37 
C O U N T Y : 

Hal i fax 
i t i CLASStFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Site • St ructure 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

3 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In Process 

I I Be ing C o n s i d e r e d 

I I Occup ied 

3 U noccup ied 

( 1 P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

Kl No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

[ 1 Enter ta inment 

1 1 Government 

[ 1 Indus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 1 Museum 

• Park 

rSI P r i va te Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

{ 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Tronsportation O Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

f i i O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Historic Halifax Restoration Association, Inc., c/o Mr. Ray S. Wilkinson 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

WRAL-TV, Western Boulevard 
Chairman 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

_Raleigh 

S T A T E ; 

North Carolina 37 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Halifax County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

_ H a l i f a x 
% REPRESENfATION |N EXISTING SURVEYS 

North Carolina 37 

o 
4 -I 

o 

o 

39 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Buildings SurvBy (Recorded as Pope House) 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : [31 Federa l • State • County • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Libra ry of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

East Capitol and Independence Avenue 

•-' z 
c 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 

S T A T E : 

D. n. 



7, DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good ® Fo 

( C h e c k O n e ; 

I 1 De te r i o ra ted • Ru I I Unexposed 

(•Check One) 

05 A l t e r e d • Una l te red 

( C h e c k O n e ; 

n Moved 3 Or i g i no l Si te 

D E S C R ^ E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The S a l l y - B i l l y House i s a three-part house of unusual proport ions, 
f o r the main facade of the two-story pedimented cen t ra l block i s only one 
bay widej i t i s flanked by two-bay one-story wings whose gable roofs run a t 
r i g h t angles to that of the main block. The wings cover only the f r o n t bay 
of the three-bay depth of the cen t ra l sect ion. Later one-story shed addi­
t ions f i l l the space i n the angles of the T-shaped o r i g i n a l s t ruc ture . 
Another small addi t ion and remnants of a shed porch appear at the rear-^i^ 

The o r i g i n a l sections of the frame house are covered wi th weatherboard^ 
molded wi th an iznusually i n t r i c a t e p r o f i l e d The windows, which contain 
nine-over-nine sash a t the f i r s t l e v e l and six-over-nine at the second, are 
set i n molded frames above handsome molded s i l l s . Defining the corners of 
the cen t ra l block and the wings are delicate p i l a s t e r s that support an 
elaborate cornice, consis t ing from bottom to top of a course of diminutive 
d e n t i l s , a row of undercut modi l l ions , and a band of pierced dent i l s a l t e r ­
nat ing wi th scallops. This cornice wi th var ia t ions i n spacing i s repeated 
on the wings and around the f l u s h tyii^ianum of the main pediment. I t appear 
as w e l l along the r o o f l i n e and around the tympanum of the pedimented entran(j5 
porch. The richness of the cornice ornament i s emphasized by the compact­
ness of the house. The porch features two slender, tapered and f l u t e d 
posts, square i n section, which terminate i n sinple caps and res t on 
pedestals also square i n sect ion. These recur on the facade at the ends of 
the porch as w e l l . The cent ra l entrance consists of a double door, each 
l e a f w i t h s ix panels, beneath a t e n - l i g h t transom. 

At the end of the southeast wing stands the only remaining o r i g i n a l 
chimney, constructed of b r i ck covered wi th stucco, i t has a stepped base, 
smooth steep weatherings, and an elaborate cap w i t h br icks i n a mousetooth 
pat tern beneath a b r i ck top rather l i k e a ba r re l vau l t , open a t f r o n t and 
rear . The outl ine of a corresponding chimney can be seen on the other wing 
U n t i l as l a t e as 1969 a double-shoulder chimney of b r ick l a i d i n Flemish 
bond and having a s imi la r cap stood at the rear of the cen t ra l block, f lanked 
by^d.ndows at each l e v e l . 

The i n t e r i o r of the T-shaped house has a f r o n t cross h a l l , a single 
room to the rear, and a room i n each of the wings. Probably the most out­
standing feature of the i n t e r i o r i s the c losed-s t r ing s t a i r wliich r ises i n 
two f l i g h t s i n the northwest corner of the cross h a l l . " T i t has a handsome 
Chinese Chippendale balustrade w i t h a heavy molded r a i l and posts square 
i n section.N So narrow i s the centra l section of the house that though the 
s t a i r i s quite compact, the i n i t i a l step in t e r rup t s th«[^w3ql3L^)^«kye of the 
f r o n t entrance. Flush wainscots appear throughout 
d i f f e r e n t chair r a i l and baseboard treatments; bo 
one seemingly of Federal design, the other of thi 
type. I n addi t ion , there are some var ia t ions i n 
frames. Doors have s ix panels and L hinges. Thi 
f l o o r are of t rans i t ions i l Georgian-Federal types, 
support a molded shelf above a d e n t i l cornice and 
The second-floor mantel has a wide molded archi t ra ' 
a paneled f r i e z e and molded she l f . 
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i SIGNIFICANCE 

H 

U 

Of 

ttl 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

P E R I O D ( C h e c k One or More as i4ppropr (a (e ; 

• P re -Co lumb ian 1 Q 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

® 18th Century 

09 19th°<?̂ ntury 
• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (U Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChocIc One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor ig ina l 

[ I P reh i s t o r i c 

Q H i s t o r i c 

[ 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

PQ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[ 1 Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t ions 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

( 1 Eng inee r i ng 

[ 1 I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

Q L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

r~l L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

tosophy 

I 1 Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

[31 Socio l / H u m a n -

i t o r i a n 

[ I Thea te r 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[71 Urbon^ P lann ing 

NATION ft)r 

The S a l l y - B i l l y House i s an apparently unique member""0:̂ -iaie remarkable 
group of t r i p a r t i t e houses produced by the Halifax-Warren County planter 
society of the la te eighteenth and ear ly nineteenth centur ies . Though the 
type—a pedimented two-story cent ra l block flanked by one-story wings or 
porches—existed elsewhere i n V i r g i n i a and North Carolina, the overwhelming 
concentration was i n th i s area. The eccentric form of the S a l l y - B i l l y House 
wi th i t s one-bay centra l element, as we l l as the unusual richness of the 
cornices and the nearly complete surv iva l of f i n e o r i g i n a l f a b r i c , makes 
the S a l l y - B i l l y House one of the most i n t e re s t ing of the North Carolina 
t r i p a r t i t e houses. 

The S a l l y - B i l l y House was b u i l t about 1800 by e i t he r Wi l l iam Champion 
or Lewis Bond. Champion acquired the land where the house stands i n 1776 
where be bought 300 acres on "the l^tyrtle Pocosin" f o r f o r t y pounds procla­
mation money. I n 1803 he sold the t r a c t f o r 210 pounds V i r g i n i a money to 
Lewis Bond. Bond i n tu rn sold the t r a c t f o r $2,000 "current money of the 
United States" i n l 8 l 6 . The l a t t e r two s e l l i n g pr ices suggest the presence 
of a house. I f Bond were the bu i lde r , the date of the house would be about 
1803-18014., assuming he b u i l t soon a f t e r buying. A f t e r the house was sold 
i n 1816, i t had several owners i n r e l a t i v e l y quick succession and then was 
bought i n 1826 by Mary Gordon Norf lee t Lowrie, widow of Superior Court Judge 
Samuel Lowrie of Charlotte. According to one w r i t e r . Judge Lowrie, before 
becoming a lawyer, had been a Revolutionary War so ld ie r , present at the 
Bat t le of King Mountain and at Yorktown. I t was a f t e r his death that Mrs. 
Lowrie moved to the house. She was a native of the area; i t i s in te res t ing 
to note that her brother, Thomas F. Nor f lee t , b u i l t Woodbourne i n Bertie 
County and her s i s te r married Thomas Blount H i l l of the Hermitage nearby— 
both f i n e t r i p a r t i t e Federal houses. I n 1831; the house was sold to the 
f ami ly from whose Christ ian names i t derives i t s unusual name. Wil l iam R. 
Smith, Sr . , bought i t f o r $1,^00. I t i s said tha t Smith and his wife moved 
to the house on the occasion of the marriage of t h e i r youngest son, l e t t i n g 
the young couple havB t h e i r o r i g i n a l home. A f t e r his death i n l&k^ , Wi l l i an 
R. Smith l e f t his "affect ionate wife Sa l ly during her l i f e the fo l lowing 
proper ty: The Lowry t r a c t of land" wi th more than fourteen slaves and other 
property. His addi t iona l bequests included considerable land and money, anc 
more than negro slaves. His widow, Sal ly Smith, l i v e d u n t i l I87O, f o r 
many years i n the house. I t i s said that she was ca l led Mrs. S a l l y - B i l l y ; 
the " B i l l y " being attached to d is t inguish her from other women named Sarah 
or Sa l ly who were married to Smiths. The house was thus cal led a f t e r her. 



f . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Research by Charles Blume, J r . , survey spec i a l i s t ; a rch i t ec tu ra l descr ip t ion 
by Catherine Cockshutt, survey spec ia l i s t . 

Ha l i fax County Records, Ha l i f ax County Courthouse, Ha l i f ax , North Carolina, 
Of f i ce of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds, W i l l s ) . 

Hal i fax County Records, Of f i ce of Archives and His tory , Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroiqjs: Deeds, W i l l s ) .  

Wheeler, John H. Reminiscences and Memoirs of North Carolina and Eminent 
North Carolinians. Balt imore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1966. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

36° 08 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

77° 2^- 25" 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : l O S S t h a n 1 a C r O 

(LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR JiO 

11- FORM PREPARE© BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Survey and Planning Uni t 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Office of Archives and History 10 January 1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

..R.a1 ai gh 
12. STATE LIAtSON OFF ICER CERT IF ICA I ION 

North Carolina 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

m 
m 

70 

n 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accqrding to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • JState [S Local • 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ' ' " 

Name L 

Chief, Office of Archeology and tifs/iOTic Preservation 

W>3 
H. G. Jones 

Title State His tot ian/Adminis t ra tor 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Date 

GP 0 9 0 1 .0 8 7 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
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S T A T E 

Nor th Caro l ina 
C O U N T Y 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

CFR 8 
(Nmnber att entries) 

8. 
-< ...r . • ' -I. . -, « V . . . 

There have been several owners of the house since i t was sold by the 
Smith family. The most recent private owner, Mr. C. H. Hale, has given the 
Sal ly-Bi l ly House to the Historic Halifax Restoration Association. 
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Sally-Bill^r House . -
South' sicfe of S.R. 1117 ' '. 
Scotland Neck, North Carolina 
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'Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\ \ . NAME 

S T A T E 

North Carolina 
C O U N T Y 

Hal i fax 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

m-s-
D A T E 

•isn— 
COMMON: S a l l y - B i l l y House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 

U 

Ot 

H 

Z 

lU 

lU 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

South side of S.R. 111? 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Scotland Neck 
S T A T E : 

North Carolina 
i . MAP REFERENCE 

USGS Map, Scotland Neck Quadrangle 7.5 minute series 
1 ; 2U,000 
1962 

4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 



Sam Ragan 

Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Art, Culture and History 

Raleigh 27611 

Office of Archives and History 
H.G. Jones, Administrator 

Dr. William J. Murtagh • 
National Register of Historic Places - ' ~ 
Department of the Interior " • -
National Park Service — —, 
l8th and C Streets, N.W. ~ - -. , , 
Washington, D. C. 202U0 — — ; '-

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the Sal ly-Bi l ly House i n Halifax 
County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of His­
toric Places. I t i s requested that p r i o r i t y be given to the entry of 
this property inasmuch as we easpect i t to be included i n our apportion­
ment warrant due Jmie 301 1973« 

We trust you w i l l f ind this nomination i n order, 
questions, please c a l l us. 

• - • . , Sincerely yours. 

I f there are any 

H. G. Jenes 
State Maison Officer fo r 
Historic Preservation 

enclosures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE UORTH CAROLINA 

Date Entered 
FEB 8 1 ^ 

Name Location 

Sally-Billy BouM Scotland Neck v i c i n i t y 
Halifax County 

•- t •. 

Also Notified 

Hon. Sam J. Ervin, J r. 

Hon. J . A. Reins ^ ^ 
Hon. L. H. Fountaia 

Director, Southeast Region 

PHR NRowland:mm 2/8/73 

State Liaiaon Officer 
Dr. R. G. Jones 
State Historian & Adainlstrator 
Office of Archives and History 
Dept. of Art* Culture s History 
109 East Jones Street 
Kaleigh, North Carolina 27611 



James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

31 July 1973 
Division of Archives and History 

H. G. Jones, Director 

'\\0[ 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 202U0 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

I t has come to our attention that the location of the Sally-
B i l l y House i n Halifax County was marked incorrectly on the map 
sent with the nomination. We enclose a copy with the proper l o ­
cation marked. The new latitude and longitude would be 36 09 28j 
77 26 18. 

We regret the error and would appreciate your making the 
appropriate corrections. 

Sincerely yours. 

H. G. Jo 

enclosure 
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NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

1. STATE A P P U C A I I O N l O t N T I H f R 2. (UeHfrvrdfur ii.vr fcj/ Stale retiliiil iiifoniiiitioii rif iiliiin uytncy) 

3. G R A N T O R : o (f<l>.Tal u i j m c y 

Departmont of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g e i n i / f i f ' o n o l on i l 

N a t i o n i l Park Service 

Div i s ion of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s s • Sr rce l o r P.O. Box 

18th and C Streets, NW. 
City 

Washington 
Sto le 

D.C. 
Z ip C o d e 

20240 
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT lOENTIHER: 

37-75-00147-00 

C o d e b. Tit le 

Sally-Billy House Restoration, Phase I I 

0-1 r, 

s 

c. Purpose 

The preservation object ive includes reconstruction of the roof and the 
res tora t ion of the o r i g i n a l ex te r io r paint colors . 

5. GRANTEE: a . N o m e 

TJnrth ra-rnHT^a Dr. Larrv E. Tise , T i \ r . , Div is ion of Arghlve.g anH Hl.gi-nry 
b. A d d r e j i - S t r e e t or P.O. Bo« C i ty 

109 East Jones Street Raleigh North CaroHnji 27611 

Z ip C o d e 

6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check ottly the single most applicable box) 

o . S to l e b. tnt«r- c. C o u n t y d . Ci ty 

s tore 

S • • • 

Schoo l 

d i s t r i c t 

f. Spec io l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

a c t i o n 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n i z o t i o n 

• • • • • 
7. A P P t f C A T l O N RECEIPT DATE 

Y « o r M o n t h D o y 

75 I 10 I 28 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h Doy 

75 11 10 

9 . EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y a o r M o n t h D a y 

75 11 10 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h D o y 

78 11 09 
M. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action) 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u o t t o n c. S u p p l e m e n t a l ' d . C h a n g e in ex is f i rm g r a n t 

g r a n t g r o n t g r o n t 

( iden t i fy agency in item 16) (l) increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellotion (4) lncreose(5) (5) Decreose($) 
d u r o t i o n d u r a t i o n 

S • • • • • • • 
12. A M O U N T OF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . F e d e r o l - d ) b o j i c (2) S u p p l e m e n t o t 

10,000 
13. CATAIOG OF FEDE-Al DO.VESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ( i f iioiu-. r l a r i f y in item 16) 

b. Stole 

% 10,000* 
G. P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

15.904 

c. Loco l 

i 

d. Other 

b. S u p p l e m « n t o l r r c g r o m N u m b e r 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The S a l l y - B i l l y House i s a three-part house of unusual proportions, for the main 
facade of the two-story pedimented central block i s only one bay wide; i t i s flanked by 
two-bay one-story wings whose gable roofs run at r i g h t angles to that of the main block. 
The wings cover only the front bay of the three-bay depth of the central section. Later 
one-story shed additions f i l l the space i n the angles of the T-shaped o r i g i n a l structure. 
Another small addition and remnants of a shed porch appear at the rear. 

The o r i g i n a l sections of the frame house are covered with weatherboards molded with 
an unusually i n t r i c a t e p r o f i l e . The windows, which contain nine-over-nine sash at the 
f i r s t l evel and six-over-nine at the second, are set i n molded frames above handsome 
molded s i l l s . Defining the corners of the central block and the wings are delicate 
pilasters that support an elaborate cornice, consisting from bottom to top of a course 
of diminutive d e n t i l s , a row of undercut modillions, and a band of pierced dentils a l t e r ­
nating with scallops. This cornice with variations i n spacing i s repeated on the wings 
and around the flush tympanum of the main pediment. I t appears as wel l along the r o o f l i n e 
and around the tjrmpanum of the pedimented entrance porch. The richness of the cornice 
ornament i s emphasized by the compactness of the house. The porch features two slender, 
tapered and f l u t e d posts, square i n section, which terminate i n simple caps and rest on 
pedestals also square i n section. These recur on the facade at the ends of the porch 
as w e l l . The central entrance consists of a double door, each leaf with s i x panels, 
beneath a ten-light" transom. 

The house had three chimneys: one at each wing and one at the rear. When the 
house was moved i n 1974, only one chimney remained: that at the end of the southeast 
.wing, which was constructed of brick covered with stucco, featuring a stepped base, 
smooth steep shoulders, and an elaborate cap with bricks i n a mousetooth pattern beneath 
a brick top rather l i k e a barrel vault, open at front and rear. The outline of a 
corresponding chimney could be seen on the other wing. U n t i l as l a t e as 1969 a double-
shoulder chimney of brick l a i d i n Flemish bond and having a similar cap stood at the 
rear of the central block. I t was determined to be impractical to move the sole surviving 
chimney. Photographs of the rear chimney and the surviving chimney w i l l be used to 
reconstruct a l l three chimneys at the new s i t e . 

The i n t e r i o r of the T-shaped house has a fro n t cross h a l l , a single room to the 
rear, and a room i n each of the wings. Probably the most outstanding feature of the i n ­
t e r i o r i s the closed-string s t a i r which rises i n two f l i g h t s i n the northwest corner of 
the cross h a l l . I t has a handsome Chinese Chippendale balustrade with a heavy molded 
r a i l and posts square i n section. So narrow i s the central section of the house that 
though the s t a i r i s quite compact, the i n i t i a l step interrupts the architrave of the 
front entrance. Flush wainscots appear throughout the i n t e r i o r , with two d i f f e r e n t 
chair r a i l and baseboard treatments; both chair r a i l s are molded, one seemingly of Federal 
design, the other of the sjnnmetrical Georgian type. I n addition, there are some variations 
i n the molded door and window frames. Doors have six panels and L hinges. The mantels 
on the f i r s t f l o o r are of t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian-Federal types, featuring p i l a s t e r s that 
support a molded shelf above a d e n t i l cornice and two panels i n the f r i e z e . The second-
fl o o r mantel has a wide molded architrave and backhand beneath a paneled f r i e z e and 
molded shelf. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE t 
The S a l l y - B i l l y House i s an apparently unique member of the remarkable group of ir̂  

t r i p a r t i t e houses produced by the Halifax-Warren County planter society of the l a t e 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Though the type—a pedimented two-story central 
block flanked by one-story wings or porches—existed elsewhere i n V i r g i n i a and North 
Carolina, the overwhelming concentration was i n th i s area. The eccentric form of the 
S a l l y - B i l l y House with i t s one-bay central element, as well as the unusual richness of 
the cornices and the nearly complete survival of fin e o r i g i n a l f a b r i c , makes the Sally-
B i l l y House one of the most interesting of the North Carolina t r i p a r t i t e houses. 

•>1 

The S a l l y - B i l l y House was b u i l t about 1800 by either William Champion or Lewis Bond. 
Champion acquired the land where the house stands i n 1776 where he bought 300 acres on 
"the Myrtle Pocosin" for f o r t y pounds proclamation money. In 1803 he sold the t r a c t for 
210 pounds V i r g i n i a money to Lewis Bond. Bond i n turn sold the t r a c t for $2,000 "current 
money of the United States" i n 1816. The l a t t e r two s e l l i n g prices suggest the presence 
of a house. I f Bond were the builder, the date of the house would be about 1803-1804, 
assuming he b u i l t soon aft e r buying. After the house was sold i n 1816, i t had several 
owners i n r e l a t i v e l y quick succession and then was bought i n 1826 by Mary Gordon Norfleet 
Lowrie, widow of Superior Court Judge Samuel Lowrie of Charlotte. According to one 
w r i t e r , Judge Lowrie, before becoming a lawyer, had been a Revolutionary War soldier, 
present at the Battle of King Mountain and at Yorktown. I t was aft e r his death that Mrs. 
Lowrie moved to the house. She was a native of the area; i t i s interesting to note that 
her brother, Thomas F. Norfleet, b u i l t Woodbourne i n Bertie County and her si s t e r married 
Thomas Blount H i l l of the Hermitage nearby—both fine t r i p a r t i t e Federal houses. In 1834 
the house was sold to the family from whose Christian names i t derives i t s unusual name. 
William R. Smith, Sr., bought i t for $1,500. I t i s said that Smith and his wife moved 
to the house on the occasion of the marriage of t h e i r youngest son, l e t t i n g the young 
couple have t h e i r o r i g i n a l home. After his death i n 1845, William R. Smith l e f t his 
"affectionate wife Sally during her l i f e the following property: The Lowry tr a c t of land" 
with more than fourteen slaves and other property. His additional bequests included 
considerable land and money, and more than 54 negro slaves. His widow, Sally Smith, l i v e d 
u n t i l 1870, for many years i n the house. I t i s said that she was called Mrs. S a l l y - B i l l y ; 
the " B i l l y " being attached to distinguish her from other women named Sarah or Sally who 
were married to Smiths. The house was thus called a f t e r her. 

There have been several owners of the house since i t was sold by the Smith family. 
The most recent private owner, Mr. C. H. Hale, has given the S a l l y - B i l l y House to the 
Historic Halifax Restoration Association. 
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For many years before being given to the Historic Halifax Restoration Association, j 
the S a l l y - B i l l y House had suffered from neglect and vandalism, f i r s t from tenants and ] 
then, after being deserted, from standing unprotected from weather and vandals. A f i r e 
had occurred i n one wing. I t was one of many a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t houses standing 
vacant and r o t t i n g i n a section of North Carolina plagued by outmigration and economic 
problems. The owner gave the house, which stood i n the middle of a cultivated f i e l d , to , 
the Restoration Association on the condition that i t would be moved away; i f not moved, 
i t would be razed. j 

I t was determined that the only means of preserving the unusual and unaltered t r i ­
p a r t i t e house was to move i t to Historic Halifax and preserve i t as part of the state 
h i s t o r i c s i t e development. The cost of relocating the house to Halifax was underwritten 
by the Halifax Restoration Association, Inc., at no cost to the National Park Service or 
the State of North Carolina. (The Restoration Association has also given the house to 
the State of North Carolina.) Not only was t h i s move—which occurred i n December, 1974— 
necessary to prevent the house from being razed; i t was also necessary that the house be 
on state property before the Department of Administration would allow the Division of 
Archives and History to use state funds for entering into a design contract. 

Given that the house needed to be moved to be saved, i t was necessary to make sure 
that i t s new s i t u a t i o n would be appropriate to i t s character. This location i s at a 
bend i n a narrow road on the northeastern ou t s k i r t s of the town of Halifax, and w i t h i n 
the southeastern boundary of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . I t i s a f l a t , rather open space, 
of a d i s t i n c t l y r u r a l character, and thus appropriate to the house which was a plantation 
house. I t w i l l be not too distant from the more densely f i l l e d part of Halifax State 
Historic Site, but enough buffer space exists, with trees of considerable size, to create 
a r u r a l atmosphere. The house was nominated o r i g i n a l l y because of i t s architectural 
significance; relocation w i l l have l i t t l e i f any effect upon i t s architectural s i g n i f i ­
cance. . 

Not only w i l l the new location of the S a l l y - B i l l y House be one where the house can 
be preserved and one appropriate to the house; i n addition, the presence of the house 
on the edge of town w i l l be i n keeping with the early nineteenth century history of 
Halifax. Plantation houses were often located quite close to the small county seat towns. 
In p a r t i c u l a r , the Grove, thfe renowned home of p o l i t i c a l leader W i l l i e Jones—and, notably, 
a t r i p a r t i t e house—was located not far from the edge of Halifax i n the town's heyday, and 
has long since f a l l e n into ruins and disappeared. Thus the existence of a l a t e eighteenth 
or early nineteenth century t r i p a r t i t e plantation house near Halifax w i l l be an appropriate 
and i n t e g r a l part of the Halifax State Historic Site, which i s being restored for the 
period from i t s 1757 founding to 1840. 

(At present, following dismantling for moving, the house i s i n sections awaiting 
f i n a l relocation, which i s expected to occur by the end of 1975 i f no delays occur i n 
approval of the project by the Department of the I n t e r i o r . ) 
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James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

September 8, 1975 
Division of Archives and History 

Larry E. T ise, Acting Director 

Dr, William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Mvurtaghi 

This w i l l follow up our telephone conversation of Friday, September 5, 
concerning the S a l l y - B i l l y House, 

The building structure, nominated January 14, 1973, and entered on the 
Register February 8, 1973, was moved by the Halifax Restoration Association 
to state-owned land within the Halifax h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t to be a part of the 
Halifax State Historic S i t e , We understand that because of the move i t must 
be renominated. 

According to our discussion, we w i l l prepare the nomination and forward 
i t to your o f f i c e as quickly as possible. We w i l l ask that the nomination be 
expedited inasmuch as i t i s currently holding up the authorization to spend 
National Park Service funds f o r the reassemblage of the S a l l y - B i l l y House at 
an adjacent s i t e and i t s exterior restoration. 

You should expect to receive the nomination form w i t h i n the next week. 

Thank you for your advice concerning t h i s matter. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce MacDougal, Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer 

BM:sw 

cc: Mr. Ralph Thomas 



James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor 

Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

10 September 1975 

Division of Archives and History 
Robert E. Stipe, Director 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places -
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service ; 
18th and C streets, N.W. " 
Washington, D. C. 20240 ' ' i 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing the nomination for the S a l l y - B i l l y House as per my 
l e t t e r of 8 September, 1975. Please give p r i o r i t y to the r e g i s t r a t i o n of 
th i s nomination as i t does need National Park Service funds for completion 
of the reassemblage and i t s exterior restoration. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please c a l l us. 

enclosures 

Sincerely yours. 

Bruce MacDougal, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

cc: Hon. Robert Morgan 
Hon, Jesse Helms 
Hon, L, H. Fountain 
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