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(Check One)
[] Excellent K] Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated [] Ruins [C] Unexposed

CONDITION PP (Check One)

X Altered [C] Unaltered 3] Moved (] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Eagle Tavern is a tripartite pedimented two-story frame structure

covered with beaded siding. The two-story pedimented section contains a
central entrance with sidelights and transom at the first level and a gallery

they were most likely raised to two stories shortly after the structure was
moved to the present site in the 18L40s. The ends of the wings are windowless
as is the rear facade of the main block, and esach elevation has an exterior end
chimney. Symmetrically molded cornerboards adorned with applied rosettes at
the top occur on the ends of the wings but not on the main block. The low
pitched gable roof has boxed eaves with a molded cornice.

The interior of the T-shaped structure features a front cross hall with
a room to the rear and one to either side: A closed string stair rises along

enclosed. The trim of the interior varies as a result of alterations. Molded
architraves and chair rails occu in all major rooms except the second-floor
wing rooms, where there are plain door and window casings with cornerblocks
and flat panels beneath the windows. Each room has a fireplace with a mantel.
In three of the rooms the mantels have paneled friezes and molded shelves. In
addition there is one heavily reeded three-part mantel with applied rosettes.
Apparently later are the two plain Greek Revival mantels. Additions containing
service rooms have been made to the rear of the structure, seemingly dating
from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

door at the second. To each side is a wing two bays wide; originally one-stony,

the north wall of the hall to the east partition wall where it turns and beconmes
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INSTRUCTIONS

s EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian| [] 16th Century XX 18th Century [C] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [J 17th Century XX 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [J Education XX Political [C] Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- (] Other (Specity)
[J Historic [J Industry losophy

] Agriculture [ Invention [[] Science

KX Architecture [J Landscape [C] Sculpture

O Art Architecture [[] Social/Human-

fk Commerce [0 Literature itarian

[[] Communications [ Military [} Theater

[C] Conservation [ Music [OJ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Eagle Tavern is-a significant:part of the history of Halifax, a town

where taverns and other entertainment were combined with lively and importan

political activity. Local tradition records that it was here that the Marquf

de Lafayette stayed during his 1825 visit to Halifax. The tripartite form o
the structure relates it to others of that house-type in the area, and the
unusual vernacular architectural detail is of particular interest.

From its beginnings, the town of Halifax was characterized by a social
life that was, as described in 1778, Yamong the most polished and cultivated
in the state." The town was "the mecca of the neighboring counties in Vir-
ginia and North Carolina for the more masculine frivolities--horse races and
cockfights," as well as being one of the chief political centers of the sta4
Contributing to the character of Halifax was the presence of many taverns:
"even before 1772 Halifax could boast of tavern facilities far above the ave
in the colony." As with the eighteenth century coffee-houses of London, the
popular taverns not only provided "a good supply of the best liquors;" they
also served as the meeting place and probably discussion hall for the many
political leaders of the state who lived or visited in Halifax.

One of the most popular of the taverns was that later named the Eagle
Tavern or Eagle Hotel. Because of the rgpid turnover in ownership and the
many remodelings a tavern naturally underwent, the date of construction of t
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present building is uncertain at this time. A T-shaped structure wsas recorded

on the lot where it stood in C. J. Sauthier's 1769 map. William Martin is
believed to have converted the dwelling into a tavern between 1770 and 177L,
when a British visitor described Martin's Tavern as the best in town. Among
the most significant events believed to have taken place in the Eagle Hotel
(a name acquired in 1829) was the visit of the Marquis de Lafayette, who was
royally entertained there and spent the night of February 27, 1825.

Michael Ferrall, an Irish businessman, purchased the hotel lots in 1838
and in 1845 moved all or part of the structure on the property to another
lot several blocks southwest, its present location. Miss Nannie Gary, great
granddaughter of Ferrall, later purchased the house. In accordance with
wishes expressed in her will, the house has been donated to i
Restoration Association.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State £} Local []
Name L /l(,‘.,——
H. G. Jon#s
Title i i S et

Date  March 29, 1973

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Netional Register.

Rt s

Preservation

Director, Office of Archeology and History

GPO 931.894
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
Department of Cultural Resources
Raleigh 27611

James E. Holshouser, Jr. October 21, 1975

Governor Division of Archives and History

Larry E. Tise, Direct
Grace ). Rohrer vy » Director

Secretary

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the Register

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In accordance with 36 CFR 60.16, this is to notify you of plans being made
to move the Eagle Tavern, which was entered in the National Register of Historic
Places on April 24, 1973. The move is expected to occur before April 1976, and
is funded by state funds.

We have reviewed the proposal by McCrary Brothers Movers for moving the
structure and have determined that moving is the only feasible alternative for
preservation. It is necessary that the structure be moved because the building
cannot be saved in its present location and will be moved to a new site within
the historic district. The structure was donated to the state with the under-
standing that it would be moved and it is imperative that the building be re-
located as soon as possible.

We have also determined that the effect of moving upon the building's in-
tegrity will be minimal; the chief significance of the property is its historic
importance. This will not be affected significantly by relocation.

In addition, we have reviewed the proposed new site of the building, which
is at the corner of King and St. David Streets. This has been selected as ap-
propriate for the building, as it is similar in character to the previous site
in that it is two blocks from its earliest location and will be oriented in the
same direction as when originally built. The structure was moved once before in
1845 from a site now occupied by an elementary school. The presence of the
building will not have an adverse effect upon its new surroundings. Archaeology
has been done at the new site, indicating that the lot has been totally cleared
by archaeology. Further, the presence of the building will be appropriate to the
character of the new site in that it will tie in with other related buildings in
the district.



Dr. William J. Murtagh, October 21, 1975--Page 2,

As required, the State Professional Review Board has approved the relocation
of this property; their approval was made on September 30, 1975.

We attach photographs of the proposed location, showing its relationship to
other buildings. A map of the proposed location is also enclosed.

I hope this information will be adequate to insure that the Eagle Tavern
will remain on the National Register of Historic Places. Please contact
Catherine W. Cockshutt or Edward F. Turberg if you have any questiomns.

Sincerely,

St P A

Bruce MacDougal, Deputy State
Historic Preservation Officer
ecs  Dr. Larry E. Tise
.Mr. A. L. Honeycutt, Jr.
Ms. Catherine W. Cockshutt
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
North Carolina

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [ “°"™"
Halifax
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER l

(July*1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

COMMON Eagle Tavern
AND/OR HisTORIC: Bggle Hotel

STREET AND NUM BER

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Halifax
STATE: COUNTY:

North Carolina Halifax

INSTRUCTFITOMNS

SOURCE:

State Highway Commission Map of
care: ": 1 mile
DATE: 1961

58 ¢

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference. o~
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE North Carolina
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Halifax

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) oo SATK

common:Fiaolg Tavern

AND/OR HISTORIC: Eagle Hotel

STREET AND NUM BER:

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Halifax

CODE |COUNTY:

Halif

State Highway Commission Map of Halifax County: Enlarged Municipal Areas

[sCALE: }4": 1 mile

DATE: 1967

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NORTH CARCLINA

Date Entered APR 2 4 972

Name

Eagle Tavara

Shuford Bouse

Little Manor (Hosby Hall)

Person's Ordinary

Davie County Jail

Franilin (Bernard) Houee

Zovely House

Swan Ponda

Iropat House

Hon. Sam J. Ervin, JriAlso Notified

Hon, J.A. Holna

Hone L.H. Fountain
Hon. James T. Broyhill
Jione Wilmer D. Mizell

Directar, Southeast Region

Location

Halifax
Halifax County

Hickory
Catavba County

Littleton
Warren County

Littleton
Warren County

Hocksville
Davie County

Dobeon vicinity
Surxey County

Winston-Salen
Forsyth County

Morganton vicinit;
Burke County

Hickory
Catawba County

£i e Historic Preservation Officer

Ir. H.Ge Jones

Etute HHistorian and Adminiptrator

Office of Archives and Hic ory

Department of Art, Culture, and
History

109 East Jones Ctrest

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

NRowland:lmp 5-3-7%



hom"‘.u“
Director, Division of
 Sndiitng gt Watony
Department s Preservation Officer
of Cultural Resources
190 East Jones Street
eigh, North Carolina 27611

Dear Dr. Tise:

This is to confirm the telephone conversation betweem Ray Luce of the
Hational Register staff and Bruce Mach -
Historic Preservation Officer on January 7, 1976, mh"““
move of the Eagle Tavera, Halifax, Neorth Carolina. the
:

1 new mm“t‘
the move we will need a hgiuter -
tavern on its new site to USGS map and phot .

» pucern in this matter.
Sincerely yours,

V'Ché.“‘les K. Herrington 18gd. Y

Chatdes A, Teprington
Acting Keeper of the National Register

bec: Regional Director, Southeast Region
Director's Readimg File
PR
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NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

Do *
o - u
1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 2. (Reserved for use by State ceutral information reception agency) ;h"
poce
76-0281

3. GRANTOR: a. Federql ogency
Department of the Interior
b. Orgonizational! unit
National Park Service
¢. Administering office — (1) Nume

Division of Grants

(2) Address — Street or P.O. Box City State ‘ . Zip Code
18th and C Streets, NW. Washington D.C. 20240
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: o. Code b. Title
37-75-00148-00 | Eagle Tavern Development, Phase I

« Pureose The preservation objective includes moving the structure to a new site
to insure its preservation, preparation of restoration plans and specificatioms,
construction of new foundations, and temporary roofing and covering to protect
| __the structure until the commencement of restoration.

5. GRANTEE: o. Nome 3
North Carolina Dr. Larry E. Tise, Director, Division of Archives and History
b. Address —Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code
109 East Jones Street Raleigh North Carolinal 27611
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)
o. State " b. Inter- ¢. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
state district unit oction organization
] O U O] O ] ] £l
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DAITE 10. ENDING DATE
Year Month Day Yeor Month Day Year Month Day Yeor N.onth Day
ks 1) 6] 2 | 25 76 | 2 | 25 o b2 T
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action) g . 8
0. New b. Continvotion c. Supplemental d. Chonge in existing grant
grant gront

grant .
(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increose in  (2) Decreose in
duration duration

¥ O O R ] ] 0

(3) Concellation (4) Increase($) (5) Decrease($)

12. AMOQUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Fedzral—(1) basic -(2) Supplemental - | b. State ¢. local d. Gther
s 12,000 s s 12,000% s .
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE ©. Program Number b. Supplemental Program Number
PRQGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) 15.904 ‘ /
14. AUTHORIZATION %
o. Federal Budget Accounts 10-58-1040-0-1-405 .
b. Public Lows PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
r 89 665 '
¢ US. Code 16°U.5.C. 470
15. FACIUTY LOCATION: (Flor facilily grant actions only) . 3
a. City b, County
Main Street, Halifax S | Halifax . CDh 2
16. REMARKS - 7

*State appropriation

; ‘ STANDARD FORM 2/
Prepared by Division of Grants 523(139)-5054 S it Runaces of o
- Budget Circular A-98
240-101.




