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Fo rm 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( R e v . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

; NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

North Carolina 
C O U N T Y : 

Hal i fax 

F O R NPS USE O N U y 
E N T R Y D A T E 

1. NAME 

|2. LOCATtoFT 

iaSiaiii!iii:i limViti'-' 

Eagle Tavern 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Eagle Hotel 

STREET ANC( NUMBER: 

Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hal i f ax 
S T A T E 

North Carolina 
{igr tLASStFICATlON 

J2_ 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

Hon L . H. Fountain 
Second 

CATEGORY 

CCfteck One) 

• D i s t r i c t 3 B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

I I Occup ied 

f~ ] U noccup ied 

I 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 .Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta i nmen t 

1 I Government 

1 I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I M u s e u m 

• Park 

^ ] P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

Q S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

14/ JSWllfR OF PROPERrT 

Ray Wilkinson:'^ President. Halifa:x: Rflstnr^t-i on A.̂ .c-nnn a-Hgnn 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

WRAL-TV, Western Boulevard 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Ralei^hy North Carolina 
|5. LOCATtONOF .LfGALOeSCRIPTION 

,,,lQrtb,i i Carolina 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E L D S . E T C : 

Hal i fax County Courthouse 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hal i f ax 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

^KTATICN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

North Carolina 37 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ra l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS; 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
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| 7 , DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

( C h e c k Ono^ 

• E x c e l l e n t E Good • F o i r • D e t e r i o r a t e d • Ruini I I U n e x p o s e d 

f C h e c * OneJ 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

j f l Moved • O r i g i n o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Eagle Tavern i s a t r i p a r t i t e pedimented two-story frame structure 
covered v/i th beaded s id ing . The two-story pedimented section contains a 
central entrance w i t h s ide l ights and transom at the f i r s t l eve l and a ga l l e ry 
door at the second. To each side i s a wing two bays wide; o r i g i n a l l y one-stoify 
they were most l i k e l y raised to two s tor ies shor t ly a f t e r the structure was 
moved to the present s i te i n the l81|0s. The ends of the wings are windowless 
as i s the rear facade of the main block, and each elevat ion has an ex te r io r eiid 
chimney. Symmetrically molded cornerboards adorned wi th applied rosettes at 
the top occur on the ends of the wings but not on the main block. The low 
pitched gable roof has boxed eaves wi th a molded comice . 

The i n t e r i o r o f the T-shaped structure features a f r o n t cross h a l l w i t h 
a room to the rear and one to e i ther side. A closed s t r i ng s t a i r r i ses along 
the north w a l l of the h a l l to the east p a r t i t i o n w a l l where i t turns and becoites 
enclosed. The t r i m of the i n t e r i o r varies as a r e s u l t of a l t e r a t i ons . Molde 
architraves and chair r a i l s occu i n a l l major rooms except the second-floor 
wing rooms, where there are p l a i n door and window casings wi th cornerblocks 
and f l a t panels beneath the windows. Each room has a f i rep lace wi th a mantel 
I n three of the rooms the mantels have paneled f r i ezes and molded shelves. I i i 
addit ion there i s one heavily reeded three-part mantel w i t h applied roset tes . 
Apparently l a t e r are the two p l a i n Greek Revival mantels. Additions containii^g 
service rooms have been made to the rear of the s t ruc ture , seemingly dating 
from the la te nineteenth and ear ly twentieth centur ies . 
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S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

2 @ 18th Centu ry 

3 B I 19th Centu ry 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SI GNI Fl c ANC E (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

K!X A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

Commerce 

1 I Commun ica t i ons 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

r~l Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

I 1 I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i -

l osophy 

[ I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

[ I Socio l / H u m o n -

i t a r t an 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T ranspo r t a t i on 

1 i Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Eagle Tavern i s a s ign i f i can t ' pa r t_o f_ the h i s to ry of Ha l i f ax , a town 
where taverns and other entertainment were combined w i t h l i v e l y and importanlt 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . Local t r a d i t i o n records that i t was here that the MarquLs 
de Lafayette stayed during his 1825 v i s i t to H a l i f a x . The t r i p a r t i t e form oE" 
the structure relates i t to others of that house-type i n the area, and the 
unusual vernacular a rch i t ec tu ra l d e t a i l i s of pa r t i cu l a r i n t e r e s t . 

From i t s beginnings, the town of I f a i i f a x was characterized by a social 
l i f e that was, as described i n 1778, famong the most polished and cu l t iva t ed 
i n the s ta te ." The town was "the mecca of the neighboring counties i n V i r ­
g in i a and North Carolina f o r the more masculine f r i v o l i t i e s — h o r s e races and 
cockf igh t s , " as w e l l as being one of the ch ief p o l i t i c a l centers of the stat^ 
Contributing to the character of Hal i fax was the presence of many taverns: 
"even before 1772 Hal i fax could boast of tavern f a c i l i t i e s f a r above the ave 
i n the colony." As w i t h the eighteenth century coffee-houses of London, the 
popular taverns not only provided "a good supply of the best l i q u o r s ; " they 
also served as the meeting place and probably discussion h a l l f o r the many 
p o l i t i c a l leaders of the state who l i v e d or v i s i t e d i n Ha l i f ax . 

One of the most popular of the taverns was that l a t e r named the Eagle 
Tavern or Eagle Hotel . Because of the rapid turnover i n ownership and the 
many remodelings a tavern na tu r a l l y underwent, the date of construction of the 
present bu i ld ing i s uncertain at th i s t ime. A T-shaped structure was recorded 
on the l o t where i t stood i n C. J . Sauthier 's 1769 map. Wil l iam Mart in i s 
believed to have converted the dwelling i n t o a tavern between 1770 and 177U, 
when a B r i t i s h v i s i t o r described Mart in ' s Tavern as the best i n town. Among 
the most s i g n i f i c a n t events believed to have taken place i n the Eagle Hotel 
(a name acquired i n 1829) was the v i s i t of the Marquis de Lafayet te , who was 
r o y a l l y entertained there and spent the n ight of February 27, 1825. 

Michael F e r r a l l , an I r i s h businessman, purchased the hote l l o t s i n I838 
and i n IQIS moved a l l or pa r t of the structure on the property to another 
l o t several blocks southwest, i t s present l oca t ion . Miss Nannie Gary, great 
granddaughter of F e r r a l l , l a t e r purchased the house. I n accordance w i t h 
wishes expressed i n her w i l l , the house has been donated 
Restoration Association. 
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9. MAJOfi? ftfaUOGRAPHiCAL REFERENCES 

^ n i f ^ County Records, Ha l i f ax County Courthc^se, Ha l i f ax , North Carolina, 
Of f ice of the Register of ^eeds (Subgroups: Deeds, W i l l s ) . 

Hal i fax County Records, Off ice of Archives and His tory , Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups: Deeds, W i l l s ) . 

Robinson, Blackwell P. Wil l iam R. Davie. Chapel H i l l : Univers i ty of North 
Carolina Press, 19^7. 

Research by Jerry Cross, s t a f f research spec i a l i s t ; a rch i t ec tu ra l descr ipt iol i 
by Bruce MacDougal, ch i e f , res tora t ion and research. 

OeOCRAPHlCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T l T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T ' J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H c C t N T E R P O I N T O F A P H O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S . _ j 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes 

36 ° 19 ' 
Seconds 

3h' 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

o * w 

77 35 1? 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: l e s f 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

11 . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Survey 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

and Planning Unit 

Off ice of Archives and ffi.qtnTy March 29,..1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Raleigh 
12. STATE LIATSON O F F I C E R CfeRTfFtCAl I0« 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register arid cert ify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State Local • 

Name y t C t — 

H. G. Jonas  

Title State Hi t n r i a n/A Hml ni s 

North Carolina T:*^-. T. JT 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF(CAT!ON 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and HistorH Preservation 

Date 4/Z4^ 7 ^ 

Pate March 29. 1973 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

October 21 , 1975 
Division of Archives and History 

Larry E. T ise, Director 

James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor ^ 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

• • ' ^ •• 1 
Dr, William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register ; r; 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r , 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: ; / 

In accordance with 36 CFR 60.16, t h i s i s to n o t i f y you of plans being made 
to move the Eagle Tavern, which was entered i n the National Register of Hist o r i c 
Places on A p r i l 24, 1973. The move ,is_expected to occur before^ApryL_19^7j6^ and 
i s funded by state funds. " '' 

We have reviewed the proposal by McCrary Brothers Movers for moving the 
structure and have determined that moving i s the only feasible a l t e r n a t i v e for 
preservation. I t i s necessary that the structure be moved because the building 
cannot be saved i n i t s present location and w i l l be moved to a new s i t e w i t h i n 
the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . The structure was donated to the state with the under­
standing that i t would be moved and i t i s imperative that the building be r e ­
located as soon as possible. 

We have also determined that the effec t of moving upon the building's i n ­
t e g r i t y w i l l be minimal; the chief significance of the property i s i t s h i s t o r i c 
importance. This w i l l not be affected s i g n i f i c a n t l y by relocation. 

I n addition, we have reviewed the proposed new s i t e of the buil d i n g , which 
i s at the comer of King and St. David Streets. This has been selected as ap­
propriate f o r the b u i l d i n g , as i t i s similar i n character to the previous s i t e 
i n that i t i s two blocks from i t s e a r l i e s t location and w i l l be oriented i n the 
same dir e c t i o n as when o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t . The structure was moved once before i n 
1845 from a s i t e now occupied by an elementary school. The presence of the 
building w i l l not have an adverse effe c t upon i t s new surroundings. Archaeology 
has been done at the new s i t e , indicating that the l o t has been t o t a l l y cleared 
by archaeology. Further, the presence of the building w i l l be appropriate to the 
character of the new s i t e i n that i t w i l l t i e i n with other related buildings i n 
the d i s t r i c t . 

"1 



Dr. William J. Murtagh, October 21, 1975—Page 2, 

As required, the State Professional Review Board has approved the relocation 
of t h i s property; t h e i r approval was made on September 30, 1975. 

We attach photographs of the proposed location, showing i t s relationship to 
other buildings. A map of the proposed location i s also enclosed. 

I hope t h i s information w i l l be adequate to insure that the Eagle Tavern 
w i l l remain on the National Register of Historic Places. Please contact 
Catherine W. Cockshutt or Edward F. Turberg i f you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Dr. Larry E. Tise 
•Mr. A. L. Honeycutt, Jr. 
Ms. Catherine W. Cockshutt 

Bruce MacDougal, Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

t NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

North Caro l ina 
C O U N T Y 

H a l i f a x 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

[t' NAME 
—2-

COMMON: E a g l e T a v e r n 

AND/OR HISTORIC: E E g l O HO tO 1 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Main S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

ac H a l i f a x 

H S T A T E : 

North Caro l i na 
C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : 

North Caro l i na 37 H a l i f a x Oli2 01x2 

MAPftEFERENCe 

State Highway Commission Map of Hal l fay Cnnnty 

tu 

UJ 

SCALE: y ; 1 m i l e 

"i9sr 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

^^^^ ^ ^ ^ l T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re fe ranc* . 





'Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

' PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1- NAME 

coMMON:Eagle Tavern 
Eagle Hotel A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

^ . L O C A T I O N 

U 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hal i fax 
S T A T E : 

North Carolina 
C O D E C O U N T Y ; 

Hal i fax 
$i MAP REFERENCE 

State Highway Commission Map of Ha l i fax County: Enlarged Municipal Areas 
SCALE: U " ' 1 m i l e tu 

lU 

I / ) 

1967 
4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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Eagle Tavern (Eagle Hotel) 
Main Street 
Hal i fax 

State Highway Commission Map of Hal i fax County: 
Enlarged Municipal Areas 

l i " : 1 mile 
1967 
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/ 
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V 
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--ty-\ym:f:.:my.t-J,:^ 
. . y . y . . . . . . . . , , , 

Dr. Larry B. Tls« ' • ŷi.'. ' <• ''̂ K 
mxeetor, Dtvisloa of '^^'''•'.i:; '"^'rl^. 

AnlOvM aad Blstoxy " • - ' ^ . . 
•tats Historic Preservation Off less , *^::^-^^^^^0^ 
Separtasnt of Csltsral BMOWCAS •'^'^V-'"' 
WO Kast JoBOS Street ' % "Z^ • '-^r'^;^ S« 'jit >i . 

Balsil^, llftrtk Csmilas 27*11 _ , 

•aar Ir. Tfssr; -''-^^y. '':-','/.--''[..'••• ~ ' H:.-:-

n i s i s to oenfirm the telepboae eonversatlM betweea tLtj Loco of tke 
Mstlsaal Eeglster staff and Brace jiacDooKal, D̂ paty Morth Carelliui 
•tote Blstorlc FraservatlM Officer ea January 7, 1976* aypzovlag tM-N̂ '̂; 

of tho Kagle Tavern, Sallfax, Sorth Caxolia«« " . i 

The proporty v l l l cenala on the Slatlooal Beglster durlag ths •Sf Wt 
folloviag the sove va will need a aew GSCS map aad photogra^M of ths 
taveza on its sew site to eospletc the Mational Beglster filo... 

Va appreciate your concern In this aatter. ^ '- , ' r > — 

\ ^ •'^'J' Sls^rely yoers, •^^'^^^"•'^•''•'^f^'^t'. 

,' ' •' ̂ •• • 
••f-l 

Char lee A. Herrlagtos 
Actl&i Keeper of the national Isglster 

>^.%.y^'..y. 

^ ; hce; Keglonal Director, Southeast Region . . '̂̂  V'*\> 

Director's Reading File 
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NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

1. STATE A P P I I C A I I O N IDENTIFIER 

76-0281 

7. (Ue»rrvtd J'ttr ime by Stulc central iii/ormatiou reception ayeney} 

3. G R A N T O R ; a . F c d c t o l o g o n c y 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r y o n i z o t i o n o ! unit 

National Park Service 
C. A d m i n i i t e r t n g o f f i c e — ( I ) N a m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s i - St reet o r P.O. Do» 

18th and C Streets, JJW. 
City 

Washington 
Sta te 

D.C. 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: 

37-75-00148-00 

o . C o d e b. Tit le 

Eagle Tavern Development, Phase I 

c. PutHoie .p̂ g preservation objective includes moving the structure to a new s i t e 
to insure i t s preservation, preparation of restoration plans and specifications, 
construction of new foundations, and temporary roof ing and covering to protect 
the RtrTir.tTire u n t i l the commencement of restoration. 

5. GRANTEE: 

North Carolina Dr. Larry E . Tise , Director, Division of Archives and History 
b. A d d r e s s —Stree t or P.O. Box 

109 East Jones Street 
City 

Raleigh 
Sto le 

North Carolina 
Z i p C o d e 

27611 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the sitiglc jnost applicable box) 

o. S lo ;e b. Inter- c. C o u n t y d . C i ty 

s ta le 

S • • • 

e. Schoo l 

d is t r i c t 

f. Spec io l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

h. Sponsored 
organization 

i. Other 

• • • • • 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Y e o r M o n r h D o y 

76 76 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

76 25 

9. EFFECTiVE STARTING D A I E 

Y e a r <V.onlh D o y 

76 25 

10. ENDING DATE 

YeOf V.onlS 

79 
D o y 

24 
n . TYPE OF ACTION (Check as ntany boxes as npij^'j to this action) -v_ 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u a t i o n c. Supp lemen tc i l d . C h o n g e in ex is t ing g r o n t 

g r o n t g r o n t g r a n t 

( iden t i fy agency in item 16) (1) Increose in (2) Oecreose in (3) Conccllotion (4) Increose($) (5) Decreose(S) 
d u r o t i o n d u r o t i o n 

• • • • n n • 
12. W.^CUr^lT O f C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o. f e c ! - r a l - ( l ) bos ic (2) S u p p l e m e n t o l 

i 12,000 
13. CATAtOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item IB) 

b. Sto te 

J 12,000* 
c. l o c o l 

S 

o. P r o g r o n i N u m b e r 

15.904 

d. Cthcr 

i 
b. S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

M . A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o. Fede ro l B u d g e t Accoun ts I I P y 8 ^ T f J - 0 - l - 4 0 5 
b. Publ ic Lows P I Tit le 

89 
Sec. 

665 
Title Sec. 

T5 UTSTCT THJ) C. u s. C o d e 

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (Fo r f a c i l i t y yrunt actions only) 
a. City 

Main Street, Halifax 
C o u n t y 

Halifax CD 2 
16. RrMAP.<S 

*State appropriation 

Prepared by Division of Grants 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 2 
J u n e 1 9 7 0 b u r e a u o f t h j 

B u d g e t C i r c u l o r A - 9 8 

7 i O - 1 0 1 


