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DESCRIBE THE PRFSENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rose Hill, set at the end of a drive lined with boxwood and cedars, is
a Federal period house composed of two sections joined by a breezeway which
is now enclosed. The main block, which faces north, is a two-story frame
structure covered with beaded weatherboards, three bays wide and two deep,
carrying a gable roof with boxed eaves and a dentil cornice. A double-
shoulder exterior end chimney occurs at either end. Adjoining the main
block to the west is a secondary structure. This section is one bay wide
and one bay deep and carries a gable roof with boxed eaves. A single-
shoulder exterior end chimney occurs on the west end. It contains a single
room, and access is gained from the breezeway. On the east side of the main
block is a one-story frame addition, two bays wide and one deep, with a
gable roof, and to the rear is a shed roof porch covering two of the three
bays. Both of these additions are comparatively recent.

The front entrance, in the center bay of the main block, has a molded
architrave. Covering the entrance is an open-pediment hood, which appears
to be a twentieth century addition. The entrance to the smaller section
has flanking, molded panel pilasters supporting a fanlight with an elegant,
radiating geometric design. The door itself has six raised panels. Fenes-
tration is generally consistent, exhibiting dimunition from nine-over-nine
sash to nine-over-six sash. The window surrounds are molded and the second-
story windows have thick molded sills.

The interior of the main block follows a hall-and-parlor plan, with the
entrance opening into the main room. Both the main room and parlor have
been reworked; they have molded architraves and a flat board baseboard.
The mantel in the main room is a curious three-part one with swelling pilas-
ters and frieze. In the parlor is a simple pilastered mantel of mid-nine-
teenth century type. ‘

An enclosed stair ascends from the right front corner of the main room
to what is now a small hall on the second floor. The stairwell and the
second floor have been reworked. The upper floor has had a number of
partitions relocated, creating three rooms and a bath out of what appears
initially to have been two rooms. Early, hand-hewn flat-paneled wainscot
occurs in various places, and the large west room contains a simple mantel
with a beaded architrave, a single flat panel over the opening; these are
framed by a molded backband beneath a molded shelf. Door types on both
floors vary, but a number of early flat-paneled doors remain.

The single-room smaller addition is elaborately finished in a late
Federal style with much fine detail, strikingly similar to the interior worl
at nearby Dongola (circa 1835-1838). The window and door surrounds have a
wide, symmetrically molded architrave bearing corner blocks with a stylized
flower motif. The wainscot consists of a single row of flat panels topped
by a wide, molded chair rail with alternating gouged fluting and sunburst
motifs. The room features a fine three-part marbleized mantel of Adamesque
design. Flanking, freestanding fluted colomnettes with anthemion motif
capitals support an elaborately worked entablature. The architrave has
gougework and sunburst patterns identical to that on the chair rail. The

Y

wide frieze has a central flat panel with a classical urn motif, flanked by
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festoons on the frieze; the paneled end blocks have anthemion motifs. The
molded cornice shelf is embellished with a row of heavy dentil molding.
Particularly interesting is the wallpaper, believed to be original, containing
a brightly colored bouquet of fruit pattern with floral bands at the top and
bottom of the paper. The woven carpet, bearing a large-scale floral design,
is thought to be contemporary with the wallpaper.

At the rear of the house is a steep hip-roof smokehouse, recently covered
with German siding, and an adjacent garage of the same material.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rose Hill was the home of Bedford Brown during his career as one of
Caswell County's best known statesmen. It is a handsome early Federal
house to which was added an elaborate late Federal parlor; of particular
significance is the remarkably complete survival of marbleized woodwork,
wallpaper, and carpet, all believed to be original.

Rose Hill stands prominently on the Yanceyville-Greensboro Road at
Brown's Store, or Locust Hill as the community became known in the 18L0s.
Locust Hill has "safeguarded a small amount of North Carolina history"
since the late eighteenth century when John Brown settled here on the
headwaters of Country Line Creek in western Caswell County.

Rose Hill was probably built in 1802 (as said to be recorded on a
chimney brick) by Jethro Brown (1776-1829). Jethro was a prosperous
planter and tavern keeper whose tavern was the meeting place in the early
nineteenth century of a society "constituted for intellectual improvement,'
one of the two such organizations in the county. His son, Bedford, who wag
educated at the University of North Carolina, entered politics at the age o
twenty in 1815 when he was elected to the House of Commons from Caswell
County. In 1817, following the Bedford's marriage, Jethro deeded to him
the "seat lately occupied by the said Jethro Brown." The plantation, lo-
cated on Moon's Creek, contained 502 acres and the handsome Federal house.
Bedford Brown occupied it upon returning from a wedding trip to England
and Scotland, financed by his father, with his bride Mary Lumpkin Glenn.

During his political career, which spanned fifty-five years, Bedford
Brown became one of the best known leaders of the Democratic Party in the
South. He served in the North Carolina legislature and distinguished
himself in the United States Senate from 1829 to 1840. Following a
political defeat in 1842, Brown and his family sold Rose Hill in 18l) and
left North Carolina, living for short periods in Missouri, Virginia, and
Maryland. In 1855 he returned to North Carolina, re-entered political
life, and repurchased Rose Hill, where he remained until his death in 1870.
Brown's political leadership was founded on his lifelong devotion to two
conflicting principles: those of state rights and allegiance to the Union,
The greatest battle of his political career was fought in 1860 and 1861,
when he attempted to reconcile the differences between North and South
while serving in the North Carolina Senate. His moderate, conciliatory

approach, however, was unable to prevent the disruption of the Union.

The house is now owned by members of the Brown family.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
Department of Cultural Resources
Raleigh 27611

19 September 1973

James E. Holshouser, Jr.
Governor

Grace J. Rohrer
Secretary

Dr. William J. Murtagh

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
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Division of Archives and History
H. G. Jones, Director

N
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We are enclosing a nomination for Rose Hill in Caswell County,
North Carolina, to be entered in the National Register of Historic

Places.

We trust you will find this nomination in order.

any questions, please call us.

Sincerely yours,

Mty

H. G. Jones

enclosures

If there are
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