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Rose H i l l J set a t the end of a drive l i n e d w i t h boxwood and cedars, i s 
a Federal period house composed of two sections joined by a breezeway which 
i s now enclosed. The main block, which faces nor th , i s a two-story frame 
structi ire covered w i t h beaded weatherboards, three bays wide and two deep, 
carrying a gable roof w i t h boxed eaves and a d e n t i l cornice. A double-
shoulder ex te r io r end chimney occurs at e i the r end. Adjoin ing the main 
block to the west i s a secondary s t ruc ture . This section i s one bay wide 
and one bay deep and carries a gable roof w i t h boxed eaves. A s ingle-
shoulder ex te r io r end chimney occurs on the west end. I t contains a single 
room, and access i s gained from the breezeway. On the east side of the mair 
block i s a one-story frame addi t ion , two bays wide and one deep, w i t h a 
gable r o o f , and to the rear i s a shed roof porch covering two of the three 
bays. Both of these additions are comparatively recent. 

The f r o n t entrance, i n the center bay of the main block, has a molded 
archi t rave . Covering the entrance i s an open-pediment hood, which appears 
to be a twentieth century add i t ion . The entrance to the smaller section 
has f l a n k i n g , molded panel p i l a s te r s supporting a f a n l i g h t w i t h an elegant, 
rad ia t ing geometric design. The door i t s e l f has s ix raised panels. Fenes­
t r a t i o n i s generally consistent, exh ib i t i ng dimunit ion from nine-over-nine 
sash to nine-over-six sash. The window surrounds are molded and the second 
story windows have th ick molded s i l l s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the main block fol lows a hal l -and-parlor plan, w i t h the 
entrsince opening i n t o the main room. Both the main room and par lor have 
been reworked; they have molded architraves and a f l a t board baseboard. 
The mantel i n the main room i s a curious three-part one w i t h swelling p i l a s 
ters and f r i e z e . I n the pa r lo r i s a simple p i las tered mantel of mid-nine­
teenth century type. 

An enclosed s t a i r ascends from the r i g h t f r o n t corner of the main room 
to what i s now a small h a l l on the second f l o o r . The s t a i rv f e l l and the 
second f l o o r have been reworked. The upper f l o o r has had a number of 
p a r t i t i o n s relocated, creating three rooms and a bath out of what appears 
i n i t i a l l y to have been two rooms. Ear ly , hand-hewn f la t -paneled wainscot 
occurs i n various places, and the large west room contains a simple mantel 
wi th a beaded archi t rave, a single f l a t panel over the opening; these are 
framed by a molded backhand beneath a molded she l f . Door types on both 
f l o o r s vary, but a number of ea r ly f la t -paneled doors remain. 

The single-room smaller addi t ion i s elaborately f in i shed i n a la te 
Federal s ty le wi th much f i n e d e t a i l , s t r i k i n g l y s imi la r to the i n t e r i o r wor]|c 
a t nearby Dongola ( c i r ca 1835-1838). The window and door surrounds have a 
wide, symmetrically molded architrave bearing comer blocks w i t h a s t y l i z ed 
flower m o t i f . The wainscot consists of a single row of f l a t panels topped 
by a wide, molded chair r a i l wi th a l t e rna t ing gouged f l u t i n g and sunburst 
m o t i f s . The room features a f i n e three-part marbleized mantel of Adamesque 
design. Flanking, freestanding f l u t e d colonnettes w i t h anthemion mot i f 
capi ta ls sijpport an elaborately worked entablature. The architrave has 
gougework and sunburst patterns i d e n t i c a l to that on the chair r a i l . The 
wide f r i e z e has a centra l f l a t panel w i t h a c lass ica l urn m o t i f , f lanked by 
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festoons on the f r i e z e ; the paneled end blocks have anthemion m o t i f s . The 
molded cornice shelf i s embellished w i t h a row of heavy d e n t i l molding. 
P a r t i c u l a r l y in t e res t ing i s the wallpaper, believed to be o r i g i n a l , containing 
a b r i g h t l y colored bouquet of f r u i t pat tern wi th f l o r a l bands at the top and 
bottom of the paper. The woven carpet, bearing a large-scale f l o r a l design, 
i s thought to be contenporary w i t h the wallpaper. 

At the rear of the house i s a steep hip-roof smokehouse, recent ly covered 
wi th German s id ing , and an adjacent garage of the same mater ia l . 

SEP 2 7 1973 

GPO 921 -7 24 
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Rose H i l l was the home of Bedford Brown during his career as one of 
Caswell County's best known statesmen. I t i s a handsome ear ly Federal 
house to which was added an elaborate la te Federal pa r lo r ; of pa r t i cu l a r 
s ignif icance i s the remarkably couplete surv iva l of marbleized woodwork, 
wallpaper, and carpet, a l l believed to be o r i g i n a l . 

Rose H i l l stands prominently on the Yanceyville-Greensboro Road at 
Brown's Store, or Locust H i l l as the community became known i n the l8UOs. 
Locust H i l l has "safeguarded a small amount of North Carolina h is tory" 
since the la te eighteenth centiiry when John Brown se t t led here on the 
headwaters of Country Line Creek i n western Caswell County. 

Rose H i l l was probably b u i l t i n 1802 (as said to be recorded on a 
chimney b r i ck ) by Jethro Brown (1776-1829). Jethro was a prosperous 
planter and tavern keeper whose tavern was the meeting place i n the ear ly 
nineteenth century of a society "consti tuted f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l improvement," 
one of the two such organizations i n the county. His son, Bedford, who was 
educated a t the Univers i ty of North Carolina, entered p o l i t i c s at the age cf 
twenty i n I 8 l 5 when he was elected to the House of Commons from Caswell 
County. I n 1817, fo l l owing the Bedford's marriage, Jethro deeded to him 
the "seat l a t e l y occupied by the said Jethro Brown." The p lan ta t ion , l o ­
cated on Moon's Creek, contained ^02 acres and the handsome Federal house 
Bedford Brown occupied i t upon r e tuming from a wedding t r i p to England 
and Scotland, financed by his f a the r , w i t h his bride Mary Lumpkin Glenn. 

During his p o l i t i c a l career, which spanned f i f t y - f i v e years, Bedford 
Brown became one of the best known leaders of the Democratic Party i n the 
South. He served i n the North Carolina leg i s la tu re and distinguished 
himself i n the United States Senate from 1829 to 18UG. Following a 
p o l i t i c a l defeat i n 181^2, Brown and his f ami ly sold Rose H i l l i n l8Uk and 
l e f t North Carolina, l i v i n g f o r short periods i n Missouri , V i r g i n i a , and 
Maryland. I n 1855 he returned to North Carolina, re-entered p o l i t i c a l 
l i f e , and repurchased Rose H i l l , where he remained u n t i l h is death i n 1870. 
Brown's p o l i t i c a l leadership was founded on his l i f e l o n g devotion to two 
c o n f l i c t i n g p r i n c i p l e s : those of state r i gh t s and allegiance to the Union. 
The greatest ba t t l e of his p o l i t i c a l career was fought i n i860 and l 8 6 l , 
when he at terpted to reconcile the differences between North and South 
while serving i n the North Carolina Senate. His moderate, conc i l i a to ry 
approach, however, was unable to prevent the d is rupt ion of the Union. 

The house i s now owned by members of the Brown f a m i l y . 
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Grace J . Rohrer 
Secretary 
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North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of His to r ic 
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any questions, please c a l l us. 
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