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(Checlc One) 

( 3 E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

H A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved [ 3 O r i g i n a l Si te 

T W t E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Lover H i l l s i t s on a pleasant k n o l l overlooking Happy Valley, a r i c h 
Lng section at the f o o t of the Appalachian Mountains. Approached by a 

sweeping drive which c i r c l e s halfway around the h i l l i n i t s climb to the 
house. Clover H i l l i s f i r s t seen from the southwest side and rear . On the 
grounds around the house are a large c i r c u l a r br ick barn b u i l t about 1900 
and a two-pen log barn w i t h well-preserved ha l f -dove ta i l ed corner t imbering. 
D i r ec t l y behind the main house are two rectangular, one-story b r i ck service 
buildings set perpendicular to the back .Of the main house, as w e l l as assort' 
ed frame structures of various ages and uses. 

The tHO-stqry main house rests on a raised basement and has a hip roof 
above a wide cornice. The structure i s b u i l t of b r i ck l a i d i n Flemish bond 
on the f r o n t and southwest sides and common bond on the other two"." The 
center-hal l plan i s two rooms deep and i s f i v e bays wide and three deep. 
Each opening (except those on the f i r s t f l o o r of the rear facade) has a 
narrow f l a t l i n t e l spanning the width of the opening w i t h a roundel corner 
block at each end extending beyond the w id th . The f i r s t - f l o o r sash i s nine-
over-nine and the second f l o o r i s s ix -over - s ix . 

The cent ra l entrance consists of a double door w i t h four raised panels 
i n each l e a f , f lanked by engaged Ionic colonnettes which i n turn are f lanked 
by f i v e - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s . Above i s a transom, flanked by single l i g h t s abov^ 
the s ide l igh t s . Both s ide l igh ts and transom have delicate wooden ornament 
applied around the edges of each l i g h t . An engaged Ionic colonnette separate 
each of the s ide l ights from the b r i ck w a l l . The colonnettes support a wide 
molded entablature over the door which has a f r i e z e ornamented wi th a f o l i a t e d 
band near i t s top . 

The three cen t ra l bays of the f i r s t f l o o r , main facade, are protected 
by a shed porch surmounted by an ornamental r a i l i n g of turned balusters . 
Four handsome f l u t e d Ionic columns res t ing on b r i ck piers support the porch 
roof , and the porch f l o o r (which rests on a separate br ick foundation) runs 
j u s t inside the b r i ck p i e r s . The especial ly graceful porch balustrade 
(consist ing of a romded handrai l and base w i t h slender balusters between) 
carr ies around the porch edge, j u s t behind the outer two columns, ending i n 
a graceful turn i n to the backs of the cent ra l columns. Access to the high 
porch i s gained by an impressive s t a i r made of long, heavy stone blocks, 
the bottom one being longer than the res t and rounded on i t s ends. 

The second-floor cent ra l bay i s much l i k e the main entrance except 
that i t lacks a transom and appears, from the ex t e r io r , to be only a window, 
I t i s said that the porch roof was o r i g i n a l l y f l a t but the heavy winter snowjs 
of th i s area would melt during the day and run under the door which once 
opened onto the porch roof . To remedy th i s problem the porch was given a 
shed roof which cuts o f f the turned balusters as i t r i ses from the outer edg^ 
of the porch to the house w a l l . A window was i n s t a l l e d at the top edge of 
the roof l i ne where the roof met the door; however, the double door w i t h 
one long raised upper panel and one small square raised panel i n each l ea f 
remains i n the second f l o o r h a l l . Each end of the house has three windows 
on the f i r s t f l o o r and two on the second. The three bays are separated by 
two p a r t i a l l y e3q)0sed chimneys at each end. The second f l o o r cen t ra l bay i s 
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b l i n d . The rear facade has f i v e evBnly spaced windows on the second f l o o r 
and a hip roof porch across the ent i re length of the f i r s t f l o o r . At each 
comer of th i s porch i s a square p i l l a r . The four center supports are Doric 
columns res t ing on br ick p ie r s around the outer edge of the porch f l o o r , 
which extends only across the three cent ra l bays and resembles the f r o n t 
porch. The balustrade i s l i k e that of the f r o n t porch. Beneath the outermost 
bays on each end of the rear facade, steps lead down to a basement entrance; 
however, the entrance a t the southwest end appears to be o r i g i n a l while the 
other appears to have been a l t e red . The cen t ra l rear entrance i s unadorned. 
To the l e f t (southwest) of t h i s door, a window has recent ly been converted 
to a door. A b r i ck i n the rear w a l l , which can be seen from the porch, 
bears the name J . B. Gaines but i t s s ignif icance i s unknown; however, another 
bears that of the bu i lde r , E. W. Jones. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house features simple, we l l -de t a i l ed t r i m t y p i c a l of 
the Greek Revival per iod . The f i r s t - f l o o r cen t ra l h a l l i s divided about one 
t h i r d of the way back ( j u s t i n f r o n t of the s t a i r ) by a screen w i t h three 
sections, each section having one panel at the bottom and louvers i n the 
upper two t h i r d s . The screen panel shie ld ing the steps i s f i x e d whereas the 
other two are hinged, g iv ing unhindered passage through the h a l l when open or 
completely c los ing o f f the rear p o r t i o n of the h a l l when so desired. The 
f r o n t entrance h a l l formed by these screens has a siirple molded medallion. 
From th i s entrance area doors w i t h p l a i n archi t raves, ornamented only by 
roundel corner blocks and raised-paneled reveals, lead i n t o the two f r o n t 
rooms. These rooms have s imi la r Greek Revival mantels, one of which features 
Ionic colonnettes, and the other, Doric. Both have a t a l l unadorned f r i e z e 
wi th end blocks supporting a molded cornice beneath a p l a i n , heavy she l f . 
The s t a i r r ises along the southwest w a l l of the rear h a l l to a transverse 
landing and then along the northeast w a l l to the second-floor h a l l . The 
rounded handrai l of the s t a i r terminates over the slender, turned newel i n a 
tapering vo lu te . The slender balusters , rectangular i n sect ion, lead the 
eye to the unusual bracket on each t read. Each of these consists of a 
slender winding v i n e - l i k e s t r i p w i t h paired bud-l ike projec t ions spaced along 
the vine . 

The second-floor h a l l has a large f u l l - h e i g h t paneled storage u n i t 
which i s divided i n t o four equal sections w i t h double, f l a t -pane led doors. 
This appears to match the molding and t r i m used throughout the house and i s 
said to be o r i g i n a l to the house. An enclosed s t a i r beneath the main f l o o r 
s t a i r leads to the basement which has storage and work areas as w e l l as a 
b r i ck - f l oo red room said to have been used o r i g i n a l l y as a dining room 
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• Art 
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I I E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i f o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­
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I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 
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• Thea te r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Clover H i l l i s a Greek Revival p lan ta t ion house dist inguished from 
other houses of the mode i n the area by i t s unusually handsome Ionic porch, 
entrances, and i t s well-executed i n t e r i o r s . I t i s enhanced by i t s i c ^ l l i c 
s e t t i ng , overlooking Happy Valley against the d i s t an t^ps lach ian Moiintains. 

During the nineteenth century, the r i c h up-country r i v e r val leys 
supported an a f f l u e n t p lan ta t ion society which was very much i n touch w i t h 
the planter class of North Carolina and had soc ia l and f a m i l y t i e s through­
out the South as w e l l . A section of the Yadkin River Valley was re fe r red 
to as Happy Valley ea r ly i n the nineteenth century due to the congenial 
re la t ions enjoyed by the inhabi tan ts . Among these were members of the Jones 
f ami ly , who were associated wi th farming, manufacturing and p o l i t i c s . 

I n l8i|.6 Colonel Edmund W. Jones, son of General Edmund Jones and Ann 
Lenoir , b i i i l t Clover H i l l f o r his b r ide , Sophia C. Davenport, across the 
Yadkin River from his f a t h e r ' s house, Palinyra. I t was j u s t down the r i v e r 
from Fort Defiance, home of General Wi l l i am Lenoir and nucleus of the Happy 
Valley community. Jones helped es tabl ish Yadkin Valley School i n 1852 and 
i s also remembered as co-founder of the f i r s t cot ton f a c t o r y i n Caldwell 
County. Following his death i n 1876, Clover H i l l went to his son, Edmund 
Jones, the t h i r d generation of tha t name to l i v e i n Happy Val ley. Following 
t h i s . Clover H i l l passed through nianerous ownerships and l ega l entanglements 
I t i s cu r ren t ly owned by Brandon Do l l who purchased the property i n 196U. 

Clover H i l l was c i t ed by Thomas Waterman i n The Ear ly Architecture of 
North Carolina and by Talbot Hamlin i n Greek Revival Architecture i n America 
as being among the s ta te ' s best examples of Greek Revival domestic a rch i ­
tecture . 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Art, Culture and History 

Raleigh 27611 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

Office of Archives and History 
H G. Jones, Administrator 

May 1 , 1973 

Dr. Wil l iam J . Murtagh 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
l 8 t h and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 202UO 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination f o r Clover H i l l i n Caldwell County, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of His tor ic 
Places. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d th i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

enclostu^es 

Jones 
State l i a i s o n O f f i c e r f a 
His to r ic Preservation 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
HOUR CAKOLXM 

Date Entered 
IMY 2 5 1973 

Neune Location 

INnluM Owttty 

Pattarsmi Tielaity 
C«ldw«U CooBty 

Horgsneon 
Coxaity 

Also Notified 

Hon. JaMS T. BT«]rhlU 

Dlr«etor, Southeast Kagloa 

Dr* H«6. Joaaa 
Stat* Hiatorlaa aad Aialnlatrator 
Offlc* af Arehlvaa and Hlatarf 
Dapartmat af A»t, Cultara, aa4 
Biatorj 

109 Eaat Janaa Straat 
Italai^, Narth Carolina 27611 

|PHR NRowland:jcc 6/8/73 



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 27611 

I h August 1973 
James E. Holshouser, Jr. 

Governor Division of Archives and History 
H. G. Jones, Director 

Grace J. Rohrer 
Secretary 

Dr. Wil l iam J . Murtagh 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Deparianent of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 2021+0 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

There has been a change i n ownership of a property recent ly 
entered i n the National Register. Clover H i l l , Caldwell County, 
North Carolina, i s now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Asa B. Groves, J r . , 
P. 0. Box 161;, Patterson, North Carolina. We w i l l appreciate your 
making the necessary correct ion on item k of the nomination form. 

Sincerely yours, 

Catherine W. Cockshutt 
Survey Supervisor 


