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. COMMON:
Alexander Long House
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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STREET AND NUMBER:
Sowers Ferry Road (SR 1918)
CITY OR TOWN:
Spencer (8th Congressional District — Hon. Barl Ruth)
STATE . - CODE [COUNTY: CODE
1 North Carolina 37 | Rowan
[3. CLASSIFICATION ' S S
CATEGORY ——— — ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
O] District (X Building [ Public Public Acquisition: [7] Occupied Yes:
[] Site [] Structure |[X Private (] In Process (X Unoccupied Ll Restntcted
(] Object ] Both [] Being Considered C Bsanitiog wokl = = Irevisd
in progress No
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[] Commercial [)-4ndustrial Private Residence [C] Other (Specify)

[] Educational ] Military [C] Religious

[] Entertainment [] Museum

[ Scientific

NER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Messinger P e A% B g I

t31lvls

STREET AND NUMBER:

321 West Bank Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Salisbury

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Register of Deeds Office, Rowan County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

North Main Street

EMUY
{ALNNOD

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

CODE

North Carolina

[[] State [] County O

Local

HIEWNN AHLN3

STATE:

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check Oney
CONBITICH [C] Excellent (] Good ] Fair [T] Deteriorated [[] Ruins [[J Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[C] Altered X Unaltered [] Moved K] Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Alexander Long House is a large two-story frame dwelling with
a gable roof and a stone foundation. The house is covered with plain
lapped 81d1ng, which replaces the original beaded weatherboards of which
a few survive in a small section next to the rear entrance. The front
(east) facade is five bays wide with a central entrance on each level.
The entrance on the first floor is surmounted by a heavy three-light transo
and contains a wide raised-paneled door. The door at the second level
appears to be a twentieth century alteration. The remaining openings are
windows with nine-over-nine sash on the first floor and nine-over-six on
the second. A relatively modern one-story hip roof porch extends across
the front and carries around the north end and the rear of the building.
Across the front it features paneled pillars and on the side and rear
crude Tuscan columns. The foundation suggests that originally the cept§§§\
entrance was protected by a small single-bay porch. o)

sisting of two large double-shoulder Flemish bond brick chimneys
by a high brick pent. On each chimney glazed headers form a hear
initials "AL" appear below the heart on the west chimney face and
the east, also formed with glazed headers. Both chimneys have offs
weatherings just above the foundation. In the pent is a small six-p iy
casement window topped by a segmental arch. The right chimney rests on JY’
foundation of brick laid in English bond above a stone base. The founda-
tions of the pent and west chimney, also of English bond, rest on large
stone arches. The west arch frames the entrance to the full basement,
while the arch below the pent shelters a small basement window.

A large double-shoulder Flemish bond chimney is located to the rear
of the apex of the north gable end. It is flanked by windows at each
level and features glazed headers in a diamond pattern. The rear (west)
facade was originally similar to the front but was altered by “the addition
of a large hip roof kitchen wing.

Originally the interior of the Alexander Long House had four rooms,
two smaller ones across the front with larger parlors behind. The main
entrance leads into the northeast room, which has walls plastered above
a raised-paneled wainscot that carries up the stair. Below the stair is
a small closet. A later basement stair with balusters square in section
descends beside and parallel to the main stair.

The southeast room, finished with plaster walls and a raised-paneled
wainscot, has a mantel with a molded architrage around the opening and two
small horizontal raised panels below a molded shelf. The southwest parlor,
thought to have been the dining area, contains a door on either side of thsg
fireplace. The left door leads to the pent closet while the right one,
which originally was an outside entrance, connects the dining room with
the present kitchen wing. The northwest room, which has been partitioned
into two rooms, was originally the main parlor. The woodwork is more
elaborate than is that in the other rooms. The large mantel features
paneled pilasters that support a molded shelf above a raised-panéled frieze
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7. Description

The second floor is similar in plan to the first. All rooms are
finished with flush-paneled wainscots and, with the exception of the stair
hall, contain small fireplaces with simple molded surrounds. The northwest
bedroom has been partitioned into three rooms but still has all its original
interiors including hardware.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[] Pre-Columbian| [C] 16th Century (¢ 18th Century [C] 20th Century
[J 15th Century [C] 17th Century [C] 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)
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[} Urban Planning
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] Prehistoric (3 Engineering [] Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specify)
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K1 Architecture [] Londscape [J Sculpture

[ Art Architecture [C] Seocial/Human-

[J Commerce [ Literature itarian

[] Communications [ Military [] Theater

[ Conservation [] Music [C] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Alexander Long is thought to have built this house about 1786 for his
seeond wife, "Elizabeth, on property his father, John Long, had acquired in
1759. This building date is suggested by the marriage in that year of
Alexander and Elizabeth Long, whose initials "AL" and "EL", each accompanie
by a heart, appear in the large brick double chimney of the house. Alexand|
Long kept a public ferry on the Yadkin River near the mouth of Grant's
Creek as early as 1784. It is said that George Washington used Long's
Ferry to cross the Yadkin River and took a brief rest at the Long House
during his southern tour.

Alexander Long died in 1824, and his son, James I. Long, inherited
the property. James, due to a series of debts, transferred the house and
much of his land to various parties among whom was Michael Braun, grandson
of Michael Braum, the builder of the old stone house near Salisbury. By
1833 Braun had acquired the Long house as well as the land surrounding it.

, Michael Braun sold the house and land, which consisted of 1,050 acres,
to P. B. and Joseph F. Chambersin 1858. ‘This property eventually was
acauired by Philip Sowers in a series of deeds executed during the years
1873 and 1875. The land and house passed to his grandson, Philip Sowers,
whose widow sold the house to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Messinger in 1969,
including 25.37 acres of land surrounding it.

Well-situated on the crest of a hill above the Yadkin River, the
picturesgue Alexander Long House is notable for its massive double
chimney with brick pent. The hearts and initials on this chimney,
described by Thomas Waterman as "rare in North Carollna”, are among
the finest examples of patterned brickwork in the South.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

IAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA) lON

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE properTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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- s : " ° ; . 35 42 10 |80 25 13
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 5 Acpeg
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Y
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: A CODE
p—
|
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
TN
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<
NAME AND TITLE:
Survey and Planning Staff, John B. Wells, 11T, Supervisor
ORGANIZATION DATE
State Department of Archives and History A iy E Jung b, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER: '
109 East Jones Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDE
Raleigh North Carolina 37

NATIONAL REGISTER VER!PICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State ) Local [7]

Wofoee

H. G. Jonéé

Title Director, Stat
Archives and History

Name

Date

June L, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

/{V/Lm% / /_,,m a0y

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Puﬂsetvation

FEB 1 197

Date
ATTEST:

Keeper of The Né/zlor;al Register/
Date JAN 1 8 1972
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED.  DATE: 7/L y/ 7/
NAME OF PROPERTY Tei 1l Lo, W

N
The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

ot e

1. Nane.

[,

2. Location.

3. Classification:

4, Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.

~
8. Statement of Significance. \ggi//
; <u
9. Bibijography.

10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.
b. Acreage. - N\
N
N
11. Form Prepared By. Ly, >
12, Certification. N
"
Photographic Coverage. \ ﬁg}
\NJ
\J

Map Coverage : JVﬁJ¢L mm7¢t

must be made prior to the initiation
technical errors does not
tisfy National Register criteria

Clarification or correction of the above ite
of our professional review. Correction of the
necessarily insure that the nomination will then

in full. ; 77‘:4""%
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Alexander Long House
SR 1918
Spencer, North Carolina

State Highway Commission
Scale: 1"/ 1 mile
July 1, 1967
Latitude Longitude
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds

350 L2! 10" / 80° 251 13"




Director, Southeast Region
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE HOPTH CAROLINA

Date Entered

FEB 1 1972

Name

[fff? {alexander) House

Cadar Grove

Hohieely-Strachan House

Canden County Courthouss

Chapel of the Cross

Hawkine-liartness House

Horgan House

First Presbyterian Church and Churchyard
Coar*Glstoﬁ house

Also Notified

Hon. Sam J. Ervin, Jr.
Hom. B. Bverett Jordan
Hon, Earl Rath
fionn. Charles Raper
Bon. Walter B. Jones
Hon. Nick Galifianakis

Location

Spencer
Rowan County

Huntersville
Mecklenbury County

Salisbury
Rowan Cownty

Camdean
Canden County

Chapel Eill
Orange County

Raleigh
Wake County

south Mills
Pasquotank County

Hew Bexn
Craven County

Hew Bern
Craven County

state Lizison Officer

Dr. H. €. Jones

Director

Department of Archives & History
state of Neorth Carolina

Post Office Bex 1E81

raleigh, North Carolina 27602



