
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

North Carolina 
C O U N T Y : 

Rowan 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

FFR I B 
C O M M O N •. 

Alexander Long House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2 . L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Sowers Ferry Road (SR 1918) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Spencer (8th Congressional D i s t r i c t - Hon. Earl Ruth) 

[ i CLASSfFICATION 
.North ,C.a.,ro.li.na, -32. 

C O U N T Y : 

Rowan 159 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ( 2 B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • St ructure 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

3 P r i va te 

• Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

j I In P rocess 

I \ Be ing Cons ide red 

1 I Occup ied 

U noccup ied 

• P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

[ 1 Un res t r i c t ed 

El No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I ] A g r i c u l t u r a l 

r~| Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

Q En te r ta inment 

r~l Government 

r~l - ̂ Fwiu-alrlo l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Park 

P r i va te Res idence 

I i R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I i Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I i Comments 

! 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

iZ 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mr. and Mrs. R. T). Messinger 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 3 -

321 West Bank Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salisbury_ 

S T A T E : 

North Carolina 37 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRtPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Register of Deeds O f f i c e , Rowan County Co-urthouse 0 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Morth Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salisbury North Carolina 37 
6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

A A c j S ^ • D D Coun ty • L o c a l D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

(Sunt.' .1^. 
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| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• Ex s i l en t • Good 

( C h e c k One) 

n De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I U n e x p o s e d 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d £ ] U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved X D O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Alexander Long House is a large two-story frame dwelling with 
a gable roof and a stone foundation. The house is covered with plain 
lapped siding, which replaces the original beaded weatherboards of which 
a few survive in a small section next to the rear entrance. The front 
(east) facade is five bays wide with a central entrance on each level. 
The entrance on the first floor is surmounted by a heavy three-light transojn 
and contains a wide raised-paneled door. The door at the second level 
appears to be a twentieth century alteration. The remaining openings are 
windows with nine-over-nine sash on the first floor and nine-over-six on 
the second. A relatively modern one-story hip roof porch extends across 
the front and carries around the north end and the rear of the building. 
Across the front it features paneled pillars and on the side and rear 
crude Tuscan colLimns. The foundation suggests that originally the ceijbr^i 
entrance was protected by a small single-bay porch. A^/^ 

Dominating the south gable end i s an unusual chimney arrangenjtesjft cca^<p 
si sting of two large double-shoiUder Flemish bond brick chimneys dQrine<5j^^ 
by a high brick pent. On each chimney glazed headers form a heart.^, 1*11̂  
i n i t i a l s "AL" appear below the heart on the west chimney face and V^" on 
the east, also formed with glazed headers. Both chimneys have o f f s ^ -
weatherings just above the foundation. In the pent i s a small six-paa^6/y. 
casement window topped by a segmental arch. The right chimney rests onSsX' 
foundation of brick l a i d i n English bond above a stone base. The founda­
tions of the pent and west chimney, also of English bond, rest on large 
stone arches. The west arch frames the entrance to the f u l l basement, 
while the arch below the pent shelters a small basement window. 

A large double-shoulder Flemish bond chimney i s located to the rear 
of the apex of the north gable end. I t i s flanked by windows at each 
level and features glazed headers i n a diamond pattern. The rear (west) 
facade was originally similar to the front but was altered by the addition 
of a large hip roof kitchen wing. 

Originally the interior of the Alexander Long House had four rooms, 
two smaller ones across the front with larger parlors behind. The main 
entrance leads into the northeast room, which has walls plastered above 
a raised-paneled wainscot that carries up the stair. Below the stair i s 
a small closet. A later basement stair with balusters square i n section 
descends beside and parallel to the main stair. 

The southeast room, finished with plaster walls and a raised-paneled 
wainscot, has a mantel with a molded architra-^e around the opening and two 
small horizontal raised panels below a molded shelf. The southwest parlor, 
thought to have been the dining area, contains a door on either side of the 
fireplace. The l e f t door leads to the pent closet while the right one, 
which originally was an outside entrance, connects the dining room with 
the present kitchen wing. The northwest room, which has been partitioned 
into two rooms, was originally the main parlor. The woodwork i s more 
elaborate than i s that i n the other rooms. The large mantel features 
paneled pilasters that support a molded shelf above a raised-paneiled frieze 
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

North Carolina 
C O U N T Y 

Rowan 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number all entrlea) 

7. Description 

The second floor i s similar i n plan to the f i r s t . A l l rooms are 
finished with flush-paneled wainscots and, with the exception of the stair 
h a l l , contain small fireplaces with simole molded surrounds. The northwest 
bedroom has been oartitioned into three rooms but s t i l l has a l l i t s original 
interiors including hardware. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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PERIOD fcftecfc One or More as AppropttBte) 

• P re -Co lumb ian I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

18fh Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (ll Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E f C h e c k One or More as X p p r o p r i a r e ; 

A b o r t g ina l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

r~l H is tor ic 

n Agriculture 

Q Architecture 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

{ I Communications 

1 1 Conserva t ion 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 Eng inee r ing 

r~l I ndus t r y 

[ ( I n ven t i on 

( 1 L a n d s c a p e 

Architecture 

r~l L i terature 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp ture 

I 1 Socio l / H u m o n -

i t o r i a n 

I I T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Alexander Long i s thought to have b u i l t t h i s house about 1786 fo r his 
seeorld'Wife,'^Elizabeth, on property his father, John Long, had acquired i n 
1759. This building date i s suggested by the marriage i n that year of 
Alexander and Elizabeth Long, whose i n i t i a l s "AL" and "EL", each accorapanie|d 
by a heart, appear i n the large brick double chimney of the house, Alexand 
Long kept a public f e r r y on the Yadkin River near the mouth of Grant's 
Creek as early as 1784. I t i s said that George Washington used Long's 
Ferry to cross the Tadkin River and took a b r i e f rest at the Long House 
during his southern tour. 

Alexander Long died i n 1824, and his son, James I . Long, inherited 
the property. James, due to a series of debts, transferred the house and 
much of his land to various parties among whom was Michael Braun, grandson 
of Michael Braun, the builder of the old stone house near Salisbury, By 
1833 Braun had acquired the Long house as well as the land surrounding i t , 

Michael Braun sold the house and land, which consisted of 1,050 acres, 
to "P, B, and Joseph F. Chambersin 1858. 'This property eventually was 
acquired by P h i l i p Sowers i n a series of deeds executed during the years 
1873 and 1875, The land and house passed to his grandson, P h i l i p Sowers, 
whose widow sold the house to Mr. and Mrs, Richard Messinger i n 1969, 
including 25.37 acres of land surrounding i t . 

Well-situated on the crest of a h i l l above the Yadkin River, the 
picturesque Alexander Long House i s notable f o r i t s massive ̂ doubLe 
chinmey with brick pent. The hearts and i n i t i a l s on t h i s chimney, 
described by Thomas Waterman as "rare i n North Carolina", are among 
the f i n e s t examples of patterned brickwork i n the South. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Rowan^JjuntyJe^grdg^gRo^an §?^tgdi?--t^ai?4uill^tes,™s^^e8i^Sf' 
Records). 

Rowan County Records, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills, County Records.) 

Waterman, Thomas T. and Johnston, Frances B. The Early Architecture of 
North Carolina. Chapel H i l l , North Carolina: The Univers i ty of 
North Carolina Press, 1947. 

10. GEOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N GI T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

35 42 10 

i - O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s AJO 
80 25 13 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : ^ A C r C S 

I f FORM PREPARED BY 

C OUN TY 

COUNTY: 

C OUN TY; 

[ L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R ^ p < : ^ e i > j ^ ; ^ - - L ^ i l t ^ ^ l ^ 

. ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

C O U N T Y : 

N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Survey and Planning Staff, John B. Wells, I I I , Supervisor 
OR G AN I Z A TI ON 

State Department of Archives and History 
DATE 

June 4, 1971 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Raleigh 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCADON 

As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c I ,aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s property for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis ter and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 

N a t i o n a l • State ^ L o c a l • 

Name 

H. G. Jon 

Title Direc tor , State Department of 
Archives and History 

T)ate June 4, 1971 

North Caroliflgi 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERtFICATION 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Register . 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation eserv 

Date 
PPBl 1972 

A T T E S T 

Date 

Keeper of The N^ional Register^ 

JAN 18 1972 

CO 

m 
m 

H 

n 

o 
z 
oo 



7/ 

The attached National Register Inve.ntory-Noinination form i s being return 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

.ed to your ' 

2. Location. 

3, C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

9. Bibiiography. 

10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates, 

_11. Form Prepared By 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage 

Map Coverage. QdTiy (LAL^y^ol LA A<y<-A^ 7^ .j.(J^i^nc<^ j  
UrhnfAf ApJ.t/xAL£ ^i..y n ,VK,.|.^f ixmtf^ '^^d 

2: 
C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above itetas must be made p r i o r to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then satisfy National Register c r i t e r i a 
in full. 'T^.^y^ 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked, 

SIGNED: 
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:inTi:R/i:DiTOR 

iilEF, OAPiP 

.DJ.TORIAN PR0C]-:SS1KG, EDITOR 

IAATL 
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T 197?" Card 'Fgg'l iqv; 

Annual EdlLlna Entry_ 

OMMENTS: WORKIKG KUMBER • '7̂ - '7 / . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\ . NAME 

C O M M O N 
Alexander Long House 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

a. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

SR 1918 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Spencer 
S T A T E : 

North Carolina 
3. MAR R E F E R g N C e 

S O U R C E 

State Highway Commission 
SCALE: T ' / ' l m x i e " 

E: July 1 , T W 
4. R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

STATE 

North Carolina 
COUNTY 

Rowan 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

C O D E 
C O U N T Y : 

Rowan 

' 3 IZ61 6 NPr 

C O D E 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ''o^^'J CAmLim 

Date Entered 
fEB 1 1972 

Name 

Long (Alfiocander) Bo%im 

Location 

Spencer 
Bowan County 

Cadar Grove Huntarsvi l ie 
Mecklenfc'urg Coimty 

Ncdieely-Strachiui liouae Salistnary 
BDwan Connty 

Caaden County CourthouBa Camden 
Casdi&R County 

c 
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CM 

tN 

Tl 

Chare! of the Cross 

na^ins-Hartness Kouee 

Morgan House 

Ciutpel i i i l l 
Orange Coiawty 

Raleigh 
Wake County 

South K i l l s 
Pasquotank Coimty 

F i r s t Prasbytexiajn Chiirch and £2iurchyard New 3sm 
Craven Coimty 

Coor-Qaston touse new B«XB 
Craven County 

Also Notified 

Hon, Sam J. Srvin, Jr. 
BoT!. 1. Rverott Jordan 
Boa. Eerl Rnth 
Hon. Ctiarloa Kaper 
Eon. Walter B. Jon«B 
Kon. Hick Gaiifiaaakis 

State Liaison O f f i c e r 
Dr. H. 6. Joness 
Ddreotor 
De^partaant n f Archives & flietory 
Stata of fJorth Carolina 

posjt Office Box uei 
Ealeigh, Horth Carolina 27602 


