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'The E l i Smallwood House epitomizes the elegance of the Federal era i n 
New Bem. This b r i ck s ide -ha l l plan town house faces East Front Street, and 
a pleasant garden leads back to the Neuse River. The bu i ld ing i s set on a 
br ick ce l l a r and r i ses two-and-a-half s tories above the sidewalk. The most 
s t r i k i n g feature of the house i s the wealth of the hand-carved omament 
which occurs i n profus ion on the main comice , the porches, and the dormer 
pediments .yThis , combined w i t h the per fec t ion of scale both inside and out, 
make the Smallwood House one of the great showplaces of New Bem. 

^ The ex te r io r of the dwell ing i s of b r ick l a i d i n Flemish bond, and 
because the house has a s ide -ha l l p lan , the fenes t ra t ion i s varied w i t h 
three openings occurring on the f r o n t (west) facade and on the south side, 
and four on the rear and on the north s ide. The gable roof i s pierced by 
two i n t e r i o r end chimneys on the nor th side and four pedimented dormers, two 
on each facade. Centered i n both gables i s a round-headed window, that on 
the south side being flanked by ha l f - l une t t e s . V The window openings on the 
f i r s t two leve ls contain s ix-over -s ix sash and have stone f l a t arches above 
and wooden s i l l s below. Arches of stone and wooden s i l l s are used f o r the 
openings at the gables. A l l openings w i t h the exception of the h a l f -
lunettes have louvered shutters held back w i t h cyma curve shutter stops. 
The main cornice on the facades and i n the gable ends i s carved wi th a 
va r i e ty of mot i fs which from top to bottom include cable molding, a wave 
pa t t em band, undercut modi l l ions , another cable, and a course of d e n t i l s . 
On the dormers the cornice i s simpler and combines modil l ions and a cable 
molding. 

The Smallwood House has two entrances—a major one i n the southern bay 
of the f r o n t facade and a secondary one i n the cent ra l bay of the south side 
each of which i s covered by one-bay wooden porch. The primary entrance i s 
approached by twentieth century sandstone steps which begin w i t h a c u r t a i l 
and are cordoned on e i the r side by an i r o n balustrade w i t h a brass f i n i a l . 
The small pedimented porch, a standard feature of the New Bern s ide -ha l l 
houses, i s found here i n i t s most p e r f e c t l y executed form. I t i s con^^osed 
of coupled colonettes which support an open-arch s o f f i t pediment. A cornice 
of modi l l ions and dent i l s separated by a cable molding carr ies around the 
pediment and the base of the arched s o f f i t . Pedestals square i n section 
support the colonnettes, and a roimded handrai l atop square balusters l i n k s 
the pedestals and encloses the porch. The entrance features a six-panel 
door siirmounted by a transom i n which t h i n wooden members used i n i m i t a t i o n 
of leading create a f a n l i g h t pa t t e rn . This transom, the most delicate and 
best preserved of i t s type i n New Bem, features a carved wooden medallion 
depict ing a draped female f igu re i n the hub of the fan and t i n y wooden 
bosses w i t h swags of beads i n between the other in tersec t ions . A h a l f -
guilloche band occurs between the transom and the door. The two bottom 
panels of the door are f l u s h and the upper f o u r , f l a t -pane led ; the f i e l d of 
each f l a t panel i s out l ined w i t h an addi t ional applied s t r i p of molding, 
the comers of which are indented. The reveals and s o f f i t are paneled to 
match the door, and the whole i s out l ined w i t h a cable molding. The larger 
and much simpler side porch has a pediment out l ined w i t h a cornice i d e n t i c a l 
to that of the f r o n t porch and carr ied on simple colonnettes. This porch 
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shelters a six-panel door i d e n t i c a l to that on the f r o n t . The transom above, 
although rendered i n the same manner as that of the f r o n t entrance, i s 
heavier. Around the north bay of the f r o n t facade are traces of yet another 
pedimented porch. I t i s said tha t the f r o n t room was o r i g i n a l l y used as a 
counting house o f f i c e . This p o s s i b i l i t y i s supported by the less elaborate 
f i n i s h of the i n t e r i o r . Later a window replaced the door and access to the 
h a l l was provided ins ide . A twentieth century two-story br ick wing i s 
attached to the rear . 

The plan of the Smallwood House consists of a side h a l l w i th two rooms 
opening on to i t . The elegant scale and delicate de ta i l s that characterize 
the ex te r io r of the dwell ing are repeated on the i n t e r i o r . Well-executed i n 
every aspect, the wide h a l l has a transverse arch which forms a v i sua l frame 
f o r the s t a i r . Supported on f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s w i th a v e r t i c a l cable molding 
on each comer and pierced gouge work i n the caps, the e l l i p t i c a l arch has a 
molded a r ch ivo l t and keystone. Carved comices composed of dent i l s punctuatec. 
w i t h undercut modi l l ions w i t h a band of cable above appear on e i ther side of 
the transverse arch. The walls are plastered above a f la t -paneled wainscot. 
The same f l a t paneling appears on the i n t e r i o r box shutters. Beginning wi th 
a c u r t a i l , the s t a i r r i ses i n three f l i g h t s w i t h two square landings between. 
I t features balusters square i n section and tapered posts which carry a 
ramped rounded handra i l . The p r o f i l e of the handrai l i s repeated on the 
opposite w a l l by a continuation of the paneled wainscot. The tapered newel 
i s encircled at the top by the handrai l carr ied on balusters, a mot i f echoed 
at the back of tiie c u r t a i l by an ascending p las ter s w i r l . A s ty l i zed wave-
pat tern bracket adoms each step. 

Although the f r o n t pa r lo r i s the s inpler of the two f i r s t f l o o r rooms, 
both have several features i n common: a f la t -paneled dado w i t h a molded 
chair r a i l and baseboard, a carved wooden cornice, and f la t -paneled i n t e r i o r 
box shutters. I n the f r o n t p a r l o r , the cornice i s i d e n t i c a l to that found 
i n the h a l l . The Federal mantel consists of a square f i r e opening flanked by 
reeded p i l a s t e r s w i t h pierced gouge work i n the caps upon which rests a 
three-part f r i e z e . A sunburst i n the center t ab le t i s the only omamentation 
on the f r i e z e . Adomed w i t h bands of pierced den t i l s and cable, the shelf 
breaks above the end blocks and bows over the center t ab l e t . Above the 
mantel, the chimney breast i s f lush-paneled. 

The rear p a r l o r , cur ren t ly used as a dining room, i s more elaborately 
f i n i s h e d . The comice has a cable band w i t h modil l ions out l ined by cables 
above a course of d e n t i l s . The chair r a i l i s enriched w i t h a guilloche band 
and the baseboard w i t h a cable. Although the mantel i s quite p l a i n , i t i s 
surmounted by a r i c h overmantel w i t h a broken pediment. The mantel i t s e l f i s 
composed of engaged colonnettes which support an unadorned three-part f r i e z e . 
A cable band and a course of den t i l s occur i n the shelf which breaks above 
the end blocks and bows over the center t ab l e t . The overmantel i s more 
elaborate: den t i l s and undercut modil l ions out l ined w i t h a cable form the 
broken pediment which i s car r ied on f l u t e d engaged columns, pierced j u s t 
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below the necking of the p l a i n caps. Flush paneling backs up the overmantel, 
and i n the center the f i e l d of a large panel i s out l ined by s t r ips of applied 
molding. Centered on the opposite w a l l , a door w i t h s ix f l a t panels i s set 
i n matching reveals and s o f f i t . Two arched recesses f l a n k the door. The 
e l l i p t i c a l arches correspond to the transverse arch i n the h a l l and are 
carr ied on p i l a s t e r s which have pierced gouge work i n the caps. An unusual 
treatment i s seen on the p i l a s t e r shaf t s . Five v e r t i c a l s t r ip s of delicate 
beaded molding have been applied, creat ing a sor t of reeded e f f e c t . 

The plan of the second f l o o r includes, i n addi t ion to the two adjoining 
rooms, a small room created from the f r o n t por t ion of the h a l l . This unheatec 
room by v i r t ue of i t s elaborate f i n i s h appears to be an o r i g i n a l feature of 
the house. A bathroom was made by enclosing par t of the h a l l which necessi­
tated moving the middle window on the south side one f o o t to the west, placing; 
i t o f f center as seen from the ex t e r io r . 

The walls of both f r o n t chambers are f i n i shed i d e n t i c a l l y . Bounding the 
f la t -paneled dado are molded and carved chair r a i l s and baseboards whose 
complexity i s equalled i n New Bern only by those found i n the lodge room of 
the Masonic Terple. A diamond and oval guil loche band w i t h a cable beneath 
occurs i n the chair r a i l while a Wall of Troy band w i t h a cable above i s 
found i n the baseboard. The elaborate cornice consists , from top to bottom, 
of a cable molding, a band of scallops, undercut modil l ions out l ined w i t h 
cable molding, and a course of pierced d e n t i l s . Above each window and door, 
a broken pediment embellished w i t h pierced dent i l s and undercut modill ions 
outl ined w i t h cable molding i s carr ied on paneled p i l a s t e r s . The p i l a s t e r s 
res t on the dado which breaks out to form pedestals. The i n t e r i o r shutters, 
f la t -paneled on both sides, are twentieth century addi t ions. The northwest 
bedchamber contains a mantel w i t h overmantel that i s quite s imi lar to that i n 
the dining room, the only difference being i n the cornice, where pierced 
den t i l s are subst i tuted f o r p l a i n ones, and i n the center t ab le t which i s 
adomed i n the center by a large sunburst and i n the comers by t i n y quarter 
sunbursts. 

The rear bedchamber i s quite simply f in i shed w i t h plastered walls betweer 
a wooden cove comice and a f la t -paneled wainscot. Supported on p i l a s t e r s 
w i t h a cable molding placed v e r t i c a l l y at the comers, a p l a i n f r i eze cacties 
a molded shelf which breaks over the end blocks and i s adorned wi th d e n t i l s . 

On the t h i r d f l o o r the p las ter walls are f in i shed consis tent ly w i t h 
molded chair r a i l s , baseboards, and cornices, except i n the h a l l where beaded 
chair r a i l s and baseboards are used. Beaded coat r a i l s occur i n the chambers. 
The f r o n t room contains the only t h i r d - f l o o r mantel. Extremely simple, i t 
has an architrave around the f i r e opening, a f l u s h f r i e z e and a heavi ly 
molded imbroken she l f . I n the rear room, a curious closet i s enclosed betweer 
the chimney and p a r t i t i o n w a l l . A three-panel door w i t h a panel above closes 
i t o f f . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F SI G N I F I C A N C E 

I n 1807 E l i Smallwood purchased from the heirs of Joseph Leech the 
land on which he was to b u i l d his house. The property t ransfer specif ical l ; ' " 
notes that the l o t i s the one "whereon Colonel Joseph Leech formerly had a 
tanyard." According to l o c a l t r a d i t i o n Smallwood was a merchant who had 
grown prosperous i n trade wi th New England and the West Indies , but Stephen 
F. M i l l e r i n his Eecollections of Hew Bem l i s t e d him as a planter "residing 
i n Town." M i l l e r wrote that Smallwood 

was successful i n accumulating property. His marriage w i t h Mrs. 
Blackwell , a Northem lady, took place j u s t before my removal 
from Newbem, and h is character f o r shrewd f i n a n c i a l management 
was then wel l -es tabl ished. 

Smallwood was probably a bachelor when he constructed t h i s house about 
I 8 l 0 . Colonel John D. Whi t ford has w r i t t e n that 

E l i Smallwood from his b i r t h was not confined to the bed by any 
k ind of i l l n e s s u n t i l w i t h i n three weeks of his death, which 
occurred i n the seventy e ighth year of his age. Where he died, 
and had resided f o r near ly f i f t y years . . . [was his house on 
East Front S t r e e t ] . 

Since Smallwood died i n i860 th i s wo\ild corroborate a constmction date of 
about 1810. I n addi t ion the Jones house next door, which i s almost a twin 
to the Smallwood House, was begun about I8 IO. Smallwood's house was 
ce r t a in ly completed by I 8 I 6 when the l o t was l i s t e d as "iinproved" i n the 
tax l i s t s . 

Kenneth Clark i n his White Pine Series monograph on the Smallwood 
house describes i t as 

an excel lent exaii?)le of what the wel l - to-do merchant of that place 
[New Bem] and time considered to be the proper thing f o r himself 
and his f a m i l y . . . . 

Two p o s s i b i l i t i e s e x i s t f o r the i d e n t i t y of the designer and bui lder 
of the house. Mart in Stevenson, Sr . , had constmcted the Bryan House on 
Pollock Street at an e a r l i e r date, and he was s t i l l p rac t i c ing "the house 
carpenters and jo ine r s" business i n 1831 when he announced his retirement 
i n the January l 5 Newbern Spectator. Both houses are b r i c k , and almost 
i d e n t i c a l i n plan and layout , and Stevenson was avai lable . 
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I f one considers the i n t e r i o r f i n i s h of the house, however, the evidence 
seems to po in t to John Dewey as the designer and bu i lde r . Dewey i s known to 
have designed the Masonic Theater, and to have f in i shed the lodge room there. 
There are s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t i e s between his f i n i s h of the lodge room and the 
i n t e r i o r s of the Smallwood house. The wainscot w i t h molded chair r a i l and 
baseboard omamented w i t h diamond and oval gui l loche , cable molding, and Wall 
of Troy moldings appear i n both places, i n the same re la t ionsh ips . I n add i t io i i , 
the treatment of the door and window surrounds w i t h f u l l entablatures i s almos";, 
i d e n t i c a l . This, p lus the f a c t that the records of the Masonic Lodge contain 
numerous complaints against Dewey f o r delays i n f i n i s h i n g the Masonic Theater, 
i nd ica t ing his involvement i n other bu i ld ing a c t i v i t y , seems to po in t to Dewey 
as the designer and bu i lde r . Both the Smallwood House and the Masonic Lodge 
Room seem to have been f in i shed at the same time, which f u r t h e r supports the 
po in t . 

Smallwood died j u s t before the C i v i l War, but the neighborhood was 
in tens ive ly used during the war. The Jones House next door was General John 
Foster 's residence a f t e r the occupation of New Bem i n ear ly 1862, and 
General A. E. Bumside's Headquarters were j u s t across the s t reet i n the 
Slover House. 

Ownership had passed to Smallwood's son by the end of the war and a f t e r 
his move to New York he t ransferred the property to his mother i n 1869. She 
sold the property to Charles R. Thomas i n 1873. 

The Thomas fami ly was soc i a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y prominent, and a son, 
Charles R. Thomas, represented an eastern North Carolina d i s t r i c t i n the 
United States Congress u n t i l w e l l i n t o the twentieth century. When Congressman 
Thomas sold the property to Caroline F. H. Jones i n 192^ i t was described as 

The dwelling house and l o t formerly owned and occupied as a 
residence by Judge C. R. Thomas, deceased, and now owned and 
occupied by the par t ies of the f i r s t pa r t as a residence. 

Mrs. Jones, a descendent of Smallwood, began the small amount of res tora t ion 
which the house needed and conpleted the work before the mid-1930s when she 
sold the house and l o t to Mr. and Mrs. D. L . Ward, Sr. The la te Mr. D. L . War^ 
served i n the North Carolina General Assembly from 1935 to 19U9. His widow 
s t i l l owns the house. 

O r i g i n a l l y the l o t , which borders on the Neuse River, had also contained 
Smallwood's wharf, bams and other outbui ldings . These, though they survived 
u n t i l w e l l i n t o the twentieth century, are now gone. The waterf ront or ien ta t ion 
remains, however, i n exce l l en t ly landscaped gardens, adjacent to the additions 
to the rear of the house added by the cument owner. 

The E l i Smallwood House, of superb design enhanced by a wealth of 
b e a u t i f u l l y executed ornament (probably the work of the expert craftsman. 
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John Dewey), represents the quintessence of the Federal s tyle i n New Bern, a 
town where that s tyle reached a l e v e l of development unmatched i n North 
Carolina. 
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Miller, Stephen F. "Recollections of New Bern ̂ 0 Years Ago." Our Living 
and Our Dead. New Bern, l873. 

"Tovm Taxables for the Years l 8 l 6 , I8l7, l 8 l 8 , l 8 l 9 . " Original l i s t s , 
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