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H E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fo 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I Unexposed 
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n Moved Q O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T t H E E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A U A P P E A R A N C E 

Xti^ Wil l iam H o l l i s t e r House^ b u i l t during the years I8I4.O and l 8 U l j i s 
.ps the l a t e s t of the outstanding group of t r a d i t i o n a l New Bern side-

h a l l plan dwell ings. The archaic character of the exter ior gives l i t t l e 
i nd ica t ion of the i n t e r i o r f i n i s h which, though i t i s of t r a d i t i o n a l Psderal 
design, shows a handling of materials and many de ta i l s of t r i m charac te r i s t i 

"of the mid-nineteenth century, inc lud ing marble mantels, corner block archi­
traves, and plas ter medallions. The H o l l i s t e r House i s s i tuated on a s l i g h t 
k n o l l which i s cordoned o f f from busy Broad Street by a b r i ck wa l l capped wi :h 
a cement coping. Sandstone steps lead from the sidewalk to the yard which 
i s planted wi th pecan, magnolia, cedar, and holy trees; i v y blankets much 
of the yard. 

The two-and-a-half-story frame structure i s covered by a gable roof and 
i s raised on a one-to-f ive common bond br ick foundation. Joined to the west 
side of the house i s a s ingle-s tory , one-room wing which also has a gable 
roof . This wing long was thought to be a l a t e r addi t ion ; however, ex te r io r 
and i n t e r i o r evidence points s t rongly to i t s having been b u i l t as par t of th^ 
o r i g i n a l house. A passageway which appears on a 1908 insurance map connects 
a square ki tchen to the rear wing. The f r o n t (north) facade of the side-
h a l l po r t ion of the house i s three bays wide and the east side four bays 
deep. The f r o n t entrance i n the west bay features a one-bay porch which i s 
topped by a paneled baliistrade. The door contains s ix raised panels framed 
w i t h a wide f l a t molding charac ter i s t ic of the Greek Revival s t y l e ; however, 
the ornamental transom i s rendered i n the t r a d i t i o n a l New Bern fashion where 
a carved wooden in te r laced f r e t i s used i n i m i t a t i o n of leading. 

A l l the windows on the f i r s t two f l o o r s contain s ix-over -s ix weighted 
sash and have louvered shutters w i t h o r i g i n a l hardware. The atHc i s l i g h t e d 
by two we l l -de ta i l ed Palladian windows, one i n each gable end, and by four 
gable dormers, three of which are o r i g i n a l . The o r i g i n a l dormers contain 
round-headed windows and are flanked by p i l a s t e r s . The main cornice, supporfte 
on corner posts treated as p i l a s t e r s , combines undercut modil l ions and dentifLs 
and runs across "the f r o n t and rear, re turn ing s l i g h t l y i n t o the gable ends, 
On the east end the stuccoed stacks of two i n t e r i o r chimneys r i se high above 
the gable end and, at the r idge , support a captain's walk. ^ 

The two-bay wing repeats the cornice and comer posts of the main block 
The wing also has an i n t e r i o r end chimney and windows w i t h s ix-over -s ix 
weighted sash. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the H o l l i s t e r House fo l lows a side 
rooms deep. The entrance to the wing i s between the trans 
the s t a i r which r ises toward the rear along the west w a l l , 
much more than the ex t e r io r , evidences t r a d i t i o n a l Federal 
w i t h features i n vogue i n the middle decades of the ninete 
two f o c a l points of the h a l l , the transverse arch and the 
quite Federal i n design. Ihe molded e l l i p t i c a l arch wi th 
springs from paneled p i l a s t e r s . The s t a i r r ises i n three 
square landings between. Balusters square i n section and 
a rounded rait^jed handrai l terminating on the c u r t a i l step 
encircles a tapered newel. A wave-pattern bracket adorns 

h a l l p lan , two 
verse h a l l arch an|d 

The i n t e r i o r , 
design combined 

enth century. The 
s t a i r , are both 
the keystone 
f l i g h t s w i t h two 
tapered posts carijy 
i n a sp i r a l which 
each step. Throu^h-
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7. 
out the f i r s t floor, the doors are identical to that of the entrance and i n 
addition are wood-grained and s t i l l bear the original brass hardware and slide 
locks. Showing the influence of the Greek Revival style, a l l the door openings 
i n the hall have symmetrical pulvinated architraves with faceted paneled corner 
blocks, each enriched with cable molding. The window i s similarly treated anc 
features a panel-beneath. This tratement i s an element common to a l l windows 
on the f i r s t and second floors of the Hollister House. The plaster walls 
have molded plaster cornices and wide molded baseboards. A cast-iron gaslight 
fixture (now electrified) i s suspended from the center of a foliated plaster 
medallion. 

As i n the h a l l , traditional and new elements appear i n the double parlors 
which are connected by sliding doors. Each of these twin parlors i s dominated 
by a bold marble mantel of typical mid-nineteenth century design. The entire 
chimney breast i n each room is sheathsd with black marble and spanned by a 
simple shelf. Below, a green marble frieze i s supported on pilasters of the 
same material. A beautiful cast-iron grate cover f i l l s the f i r e opening and 
a hearth s k i r t bows out i n front. The door and window openings of the parlors 
are flanked by paneled pilasters, the fields of which are pulvinated and out­
lined with a cable. Ihe caps of the pilasters are plain and si^jport a f u l l 
entablature with unadorned end blocks and frieze and a cornice combining bands 
of scallops, dentils, and undercut modillions. The walls are plastered and 
feature a very elaborate cornice of molded plaster above a band of pressed t i n 
They have a wide molded baseboard like that i n the h a l l . A narrow plaster 
molding i s used on the ceiling to mark i t s perimeter and i n the center i s a 
cast plaster medallion. 

The wing room, seemingly always intended as the dining room because of 
i t s proximity to the kitchen, features a wooden mantel which follows Federal 
lines. Reeded pilasters flank the square f i r e opening into which i s set a cas", 
iron grate cover similar to those found i n the parlors. The plain frieze and 
end blocks support a broken cornice shelf adorned with a course of dentils. 
In this room, bold fluted architraves with paneled faceted comer blocks sur­
round the door and window openings. The plaster walls terminate i n a deep 
molded plaster cornice and the path of the cornice is echoed on the ceiling 
by a more delicate molding. In the center of the room hangs a gas chandelier 
which has been el e c t r i f i e d . 

The best evidence supporting the conterporaneity of the wing with the mail, 
block is found on the second floor of the main block where a l l the elements 
exhibited i n the wing are repeated—architraves, mantel (except for the gate 
cover), cornice, and doors. A slight variation of the plan i s found at this 
level and i n the a t t i c where a small third room was enclosed i n the front of 
the h a l l . 

Two of the a t t i c rooms exhibit mantels reminicent of Georgian design. 
They are of wood and each features a molded architrave around the square fire 
opening, above which an unbroken cornice shelf i s supported on a plain frieze 
and end blocks. Beaded baseboards occur throughout, and wall gas fixtures 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Although the Wil l iam H o l l i s t e r House i s of t r a d i t i o n a l Federal design, 
i t s construction was not ac tua l ly begun u n t i l l8U0 by Wil l iam H o l l i s t e r . 
H o l l i s t e r was born i n Lyme, Connecticut, i n 1777 and came to New Bern at 
the age of twenty-four . His New Bern account books, which begin i n 1801, 
were meticulously kept u n t i l August 1, l8[|3, ten days before h i s death. 
These account books, ledgers, and journals , s t i l l i n the possession of the 
f a m i l y , provide deta i led information about H o l l i s t e r and the bu i ld ing of 
his house. 

Hollister was certainly on£ of the most successful merchants of early 
nineteenth century New Bern.. At various periods during his l i f e he omed 
all or the chief interest in fourteen ships, including the brigs Jason and 
George Deveraux and the schooners Julia, 'Cygnet, James Monroe, Betsey, and 
Fanny. They were engaged in the coastal and West Indies trade and formed 
tte major part of his business. He also was involved in the operation of a 
salt works, a distillery, and a store, and in his later years invested 
heavily in banking and railroads. The account books reveal William Hollistfer's 
invdvement in other business ventures, including silk making. Although the 
mulberry trees and silk worms which he purchased never led to a silk industry, 
he was able to recoup his investment through the sale of mulberry cuttings 
and silk worms to others who also wanted to iry. 

Lot 202 at the in te r sec t ion of George and Broad Streets was purchased 
by H o l l i s t e r from John Stanly i n I 8 l 8 . Though i t was unimproved property, 
i t s elevated s i t e at a major s t reet in te rsec t ion of fered a desirable s i te 
f o r a residence. H o l l i s t e r ' s account books do not reveal the name of an 
archi tec t or designer (and there probably was none), but they do cover 
most other facets of the construction of the house. Under the heading of 
"Improvements on Lot 202," the accounts begin on August 26, l838, w i t h the 
purchase of 1,650 shingles and 18,500 b r i c k s . On February 7, l8i|.Q, he 
paid Blackwell and Hawks $l60.83 f o r "sawing frame" f o r his residence and 
on A p r i l 8, paid John Blackwell $36.68 f o r "sawing f l o o r s . " On the same 
date he entered 18,6^0 l a t h , 8^0 "Syprus t imber," and $17.00 to "labourers 
digging out c e l l a r . " Also on A p r i l 8, two laborers were paid f o r lay ing 
b r i c k , one f o r f i v e days and the other f o r s ix days. This probably marks 
the actual beginning of construction i n ea r ly l8U0. 

On A p r i l 23 he recorded the f i r s t of several shipments from New York. 
On the schooner Register he received na i l s and brads from Adam Treadwell 
and Son. Beginning on May 26 the f i r s t entry " fo r sundry mate r i a l ! bought 
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by me i n New York f o r dwell ing hoizse errct^7^l4.29.I|.2," i s recorded. From that 
time u n t i l the carp le t ion of the structure "sundry materials" are l i s t e d p e r i ­
od i ca l l y , each i n the amount of several hundred do l l a r s , and w i t h m other ex­
planat ion . I t seems l i k e l y that the marble mantels, l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s , much 
of the f u r n i t u r e , and some of the f i n i s h were included under t h i s heading. 

By August 31 , 181+0, the house was nearing conpletion, f o r on that date 
Ben Wade was paid f o r " t a r r i n g roof of new house," an unnamed laborer was paid 
f o r "glazing sash" and another f o r "priming sash and pa in t i ng house 1 coat." 
On September 21 he paid Jim Brown f o r "plastering" and se t t l ed b i l l s f o r painty , 
o i l , l ime and "heart Syprus shingle ." He also paid $3.75 to "negro woman, 
scouring." 

The house accounts continue f o r almost another year before H L l l i s t e r actu­
a l l y moved to the new s t ruc ture . On February 28, 18)4.1, Sam Oliver was paid 
f o r na i l s and locks and Robert Handcock " f o r bu i ld ing ki tchen $1^8.25." On 
June 10, H. Morris was paid f o r "addit ional sash weights," and on October I 8 , 
$8.00 was paid f o r "wire screens f o r ce l l a r windows," and $l5.6U f o r " t i n 
gutters and pipes." 

I n August of I8UI the account books reveal the expenditure of a consider­
able amount of money f o r "carpenters f o r repairs on Lot 2^9 . . . labourers 
. . . cleaning woman & scrubbing pa in t . . . repair locks . . . pa in t ing house 
corner Broad & Metca l f . . . . " This was the house that H o l l i s t e r had occi:5)ied 
while the new dwel l ing was being b u i l t . He probably already had moved i n t o 
the new house i n August of 18I4.I, and the old one was being prepared f o r rent 
or sale. This i s borne out by a l a t e r entry which noted that i n February, l81j. 
he "reed of Mrs. Pearce the ba l le [balance] due on the purchase of the hoise 
at the comer of Broad & Metcalf Streets ." 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i ng to note that despite his use of a t r a d i t i o n a l s t y l e , 
H o l l i s t e r used elements of construct ion, such as weighted sash windows, wire 
screen oh windows, and t i n gutters and pipe, that i n I8I4.I would have been as 
modem i n New Bern as the overa l l s ty le of the house was archaic i n other areas 

The exter ior kinship of t h i s house w i t h Connecticut houses—of Ho l l i s t e r ' ; ; 
youth—and wi th several of the e a r l i e r New Bern houses of th i s mode i s eir^jha-
sized by the elevated captain's walk between the end chimnejg. Because of the 
pos i t ion o fTf i e house on one of the highest points of land i n New Bern, t h i s 
feature must have given H o l l i s t e r , the merchant-shipper, mich pleasure, and a 
considerable v i sua l advantage over his neighbors. 

Throughout the h i s to ry of the house i t has remained i n the H o l l i s t e r fami:[y 
and i s l i v e d i n today by the f i f t h generation of the f ami ly . H o l l i s t e r r e s i ­
dence was in ter rupted only during the C i v i l War, when the fami ly moved to High 
Point during the 1862-1865 occupation of New Bern by Union forces . I n that 
period the house was used by various Federal uni t s on duty i n New Bern, and was 
s t i l l occupied by Union forces when the f ami ly returned i n l865 to reclaim the 
house. 
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The Wi l l i am H o l l i s t e r House i s ind ica t ive of the tenacious hold the t ra­

d i t i o n a l s ide -ha l l p lan had on New Bemians. Despite the modernity of some c 
the elements i n the house, which probably r e f l e c t s his trade contacts w i th 
advanced c i t i e s l i k e New York and Boston, H o l l i s t e r chose to r e c a l l f o r his 
house t'lie basic form used i n New Bern dwellings f o r a h a l f a century. I t 
probably marks the l a s t f u l l appl ica t ion of the Federal s ty le i n New Bem. 
The s ignif icance o f the Wil l iam H o l l i s t e r House i s fu r the r enhanced by i t s 
v i r t u a l l y unaltered condit ion and the ex t r ao rd ina r i l y complete and detailed 
documentation of i t s const ruct ion. 
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Will iam H o l l i s t e r House 
613 Broad Street 
New fern. North Carolina 

Map of Craven County, New fem Chamber of Commerce 
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no date 
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FViblications 

3 February 1972 

Dr. Wil l iam J . Miirtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street , N.W. 
Washington, D X . 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination f o r the Wil l iam H o l l i s t e r House i n 
Craven County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register 
of His to r ic Places. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

H. G. Jones 
L ia i son /Of f i ce r 

enclosures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUN 3 0 1972 

Name Location 

M L l i s t a r (Kll l l jm) HCMHM liew Earn 
Crawl Gottnty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Earn J. Ervin, J r . 

Hon. B. Everett Jordan 
Bon. valtar B. Jotxee 

Director, Southeast Region 

NItowland:mm 6/30/72 

State Mat ana Officer 
Dta B. G. Jones 
Director 
Oeyartoiaat of ArcLi'vea a Bistozy 
State of fiortl^ Carolina 
Post Office Box laei 
Faleifpi, North Cacolina 27602 


