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C O M M O N : 

F i r s t Baptis t •Church 
A N D ' O R H I S T O R I C : 

.61971 r 

NATIONAL 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

Northwest corner of Middle Street and Church A l l e y \ ^ lOl 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Bern ( F i r s t Congressional D i s t r i c t , The Hon. Walter B. Jones) 
S T A T E 
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North Carolina 37 Craven Ok? 
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• No 
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[ 1 Comments 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

F i r s t Bapt is t Church 
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17, D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t [ 2 Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ro ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

E l A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One)  

n Moved O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The F i r s t Bapt is t Church i s a Gothic Revival s tructure constructed 
e n t i r e l y of red b r i ck l a i d i n Flemish bond. The bu i ld ing consists of a 
rectangular main block, three bays wide and four bays deep, and a dominating 
square crenelated central entrance tower that r ises i n two stages. A l l the 
door and window openings are rather large w i t h pointed-arched heads. The 
double doors of the main (east) entrance, containing m u l t i f o i l arched 
panels, are set below a tympanum paneled w i t h the same m o t i f . Engaged 
Gothic shafts frame the doors and continue around the arch, beneath a 
sandstone hoodmold. Occurring above the entrance i s a small rectangular-
window f i l l e d w i t h stained glass. I n the second stage of the tower a large 
arched vent f ea tu r ing Y-tracery appears on each face of the tower. The 
hoodmold above the door i s repeated above a l l vents except that on the 
rear which i s out l ined by a rubbed br ick arch. Square buttresses set 
diagonally at each corner of the tower terminate as~turrets, wh ich j l i ke 
the tower, are capped by wooden battlements. At the gable l i n e , stepped 
stone weatherings appear on the o f f s e t s . 

Flanking the entrance tower and completing the three-bay main facade 
are arched windows, f i l l e d wi th stained glass and surmounted by stone hood-
molds. The windows o r i g i n a l l y had wooden Y-tracery l i k e the tower vents 
and were f i l l e d wi th diamond-paned glass. The sides of the church are 
divided i n t o four bays, three of which are marked by arched windows contain­
ing stained glass and the eastern most bay by a b l i n d one. They are out­
l i n e d only by b r i ck arches. Buttresses shorter than, but otherwise iden­
t i c a l i n design t o , those of the tower appear at the ends of the main facadb 
The low water table of the b r i ck foijndation i s indicated by sandstone f a c i n 
only on the main facade. The rear w a l l of the church i s obscured by a 
v a r i e t y of twent ie th century addi t ions, but was constructed without opening|s 

The sanctuary of the church has been al tered twice yet the vestibule 
f o r the most par t remains as o r i g i n a l l y f i n i s h e d . The vestibule contains 
the p ro jec t ing entrance bay and a h a l l which runs across the width of the 
church. Transverse p las te r arches occur at the nor th and south ends of the 
h a l l , leading to the s t a i r s that r ise to the balcony. For the date of 
construction (I8I4.8) the design of the s t a i r s i s rather archaic. Rendered 
i n a heavy Federal manner, the s p i r a l s t a i r s have newels, posts and balus­
ters square i n section and carry a rounded handra i l . Because the s t a i r s 
make a h a i r p i n t u m , the rankling of the balustrade i s quite exaggerated. 
Flush v e r t i c a l sheathing encloses closets beneath the s t a i r s . Each of the 
closet doors has four arched panels and i s hung below a sheathed pointed-
arched tyrnpaxium. The double door t i a t leads i n t o the sanctuary i s s im i l a r l y 

rny^peled but lacks a tynpanum. I n the ea r ly twentieth century when the 
\9-- x ind r^^as renovated and the pew arrangement a l tered to create a center 

le, ' -a^central entatice t o the auditorium was cut i n the vestibule w a l l . 

* O r i & ^ a l l y the sanctuary had a ga l l e ry across the rear wa l l and down 
• t h e ^ s i d e l ^ I t featured a balustrade paneled w i t h m u l t i f o i l arches and was 

^;1(l£^prte^pm clustered columns. Between 1901; and 1907 the side ga l l e r i es • 
e i ^^^a t ed and the clustered columns that supported the remaining 

balgpii^jrere replaced by four simple colonnettes. This change seems to be 
• 'cDh^^Vorary w i t h the i n s t a l l a t i o n of the stained glass which now f i l l s 
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the windows. 

The western wa l l of the church was constructed without openings; howeve:iJ, 
by 1898 a small bap t i s t ry had been b u i l t and the w a l l opened. A t u m - o f - t h e 
century photograph of the sanctuary shows three doorways—a t a l l double door 
i n the center f lanked by shorter single doors. The doors, each lea f of whic 
contained four lancet panels, were set below a sheathed tympanum. By 1908, 
a f t e r the addi t ion of the annex to the bap t i s t ry end of the church, the doors 
were eliminated and replaced by three arches of equal width and height, 
which spanned the f r o n t w a l l of the sanctuary. During the 190U-1907 renova­
t i o n the pew arrangement was changed and the doors removed from the o r i g i n a l 
box pews. 

The l a t e s t and most pervading renovation came i n 19U3. I n that year 
a twelve-foot extension was made at the f r o n t of the sanctuary, new pews 
were i n s t a l l e d , and the wal ls replastered, repaneled, and redecorated. A 
rose window containing stained glass was added above the balcony. Between 
the c e i l i n g and the wal ls of the sanctuary, a p las ter cornice twenty-two 
inches deep was i n s t a l l e d . I t forms capitals f o r the clustered paneled 
piers which f l a n k the elevated recess a l l o t t e d f o r the choir and organ. 
Two of the paneled doors which were removed from the church about I90[i were 
re insta ted i n the f r o n t w a l l . Florescent l i g h t s were hidden behind the 
comice . 

The church stands on a narrow l o t which i s cordoned o f f on two sides by 
a cas t - i ron fence wi th gate made by the Champion I r o n Company, Kenton, Ohio. 
The fence i s present i n ea r ly twentieth century photogr^hs and was probably 
erected during the l a s t years of the nineteenth century. The square corner 
posts and gate are especia l ly i n t e r e s t i n g , bearing f l o r a l and geometric 
patterns and topped by stepped pyramidal caps terminating the spherical 
f i n i a l s . 



E SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

T85F 

• 18th Centu ry 

[ 3 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (ll Applicable and Known) 

u 
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AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE ("Check One or Afore as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no i 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

[ I Commun ico t i ons 

] C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c o t i o n 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

( 1 Indus t ry 

] I n ven t i on 

\ I L o n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

( 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

[ 2 R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

]] Sc ience 

I 1 Sculp ture 

( 1 S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i to r ian 

• Thea te r 

1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
— 

A significant number of Baptist were present i n New Bern at least 
as early as 17U0, when they sought recognition: 

. . . a motion and petition read made by a sect of deconting 
people called Baptists that they may have the Liberty to 
build a house of worship and being duely examined by the 
Court acknowledged to a l l the Articles of the church of 
England except part of the 27th and 36th they Desireing 
to Preach among themselves - Referrd . . . 

New Bem church historian, L. C. Vass, reported that the above, from 
a June 20, 171+0, court document, has two words blotted out, which appear 
to be "but rejected." This marks the f i r s t known evidence of Baptists i n 
New Bem, and they seem to have been active i n the New Bern area from that 
point on, though the actual organization of a church did not take place 
u n t i l 1809. By l8l2 the f i r s t Baptist Meeting House was completed, on 
Johnson Street, the present site of St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church. 

The church remained at that site u n t i l the present l o t on Middle Streejb 
was acquired i n iQk^. A plan for the new church structure was obtained 
from the architectural firm, Thomas & Son of New York, and constmction 
was soon under way. Brick for the church was made by Colonel H. J. B. 
Clark i n his kilns at Washington, North Carolina, and Hardy B. Lane accom­
plished the carpentry work. Colonel John D. Whitford noted i n his history 
of the church that the stmcture i s a modification of the Baptist church 
on Madison AvHue i n New York (also designed by Thomas and Son) which he 
visited with the architects when i n New York i n 181+7 to acquire a design 
for fumiture for the New fern church. One pew was made under the sij^jer-
vision of the architectural firm and shipped to New Bern to be copied. 

Colonel Whitford described the interiors as designed and as executed: 

When the plan of the new church was drawn, agreement was made 
for an arch i n the tower, that an organ i n the gallery would 
be i n a niche. This arch i t was feared by the home architect, 
would so weaken the tower there would be danger of i t s tumbling 
down, moreover the Baptist had no organ and i t would be useless 
to venture any risk . Mr. Clark [Chairman of the Building 
Committee] preferred the judgement of the Messrs. Thomases and 
was overruled. Again i n the original plan i n the interior. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Carraway, Gertrude. Crown of Life. New Bem: Owen G. Dunn, 191+0. 

Craven County Records, Craven County Courthouse, New Bem, North Carolina 
Office of the Register of Deeds. (Subgroup: Deeds). 

Craven County Records, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh 
North Carolina. (Subgroup: Deeds). 

"First Baptist Church, Sesquicentennial Celebration, May 10-15, 1959." 
Sesquicentennial program published by the church. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 
_SVL 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

35 ° 06 11 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

77° 02 1+5" 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 

m 
m 

z 

H 

70 

n 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

\ \ . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

^ ^ w . ^ 

D A T E 

State Department of Archives and History 30 November 1971 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

109 East Jones Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

„Raleigh 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I>aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • ,^a te E Local • 

Name _ 

H. G. Jones^ 

Title Di rec tor , State Department of 
Archives and His tory 

Bate 30 November 1971 

S T A T E 

North Carolina 37 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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Date 
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arches were designed, springing from the c e i l i n g very pret t i^^w N'^l lcT 
which i s now smooth, i f not gaudy, and looking as i f r e s t i n g R E G ' ^ ' 
a small p las te r moulding extending the length of the top of t h s ^ 
side wa l l s . This was added by the same a rch i t ec t . 

I n many ways the h i s t o r i c a l associations of the church are more iit^jres 
sive than i t s a rchi tec ture . Wil l iam Hooper, agiandson of the signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, and the founder of Wake Forest Univers i ty , was 
a minis ter t t e r e . Samuel Wait, f i r s t president of Wake Forest was also a 
min is te r , as were Thomas Meredith and Richard Furman, who gave t h e i r names 
to Meredith College and Furman Univers i ty , r ^ e c t i v e l y . Martin R. Forey, 
another min i s te r , founded Chowan College; and the B i b l i c a l Recorder, begun by 
the New Bem church on January 55 1835, i s s t i l l published as the state organ 
of the North Carolina Baptist Convention. 

The sanctuary of the church was long used f o r various publ ic occasions, 
one of which was Edward Evere t t ' s orat ion on George Washington, delivered on 
A p r i l 12, 1859. Mr. Everet t , tour ing to raise money f o r the res tora t ion of 
Mount Vemon, t r ave l l ed to New Bern by special t r a i n , and spoke before a 
packed house of more than 600 people. 

During the C i v i l War, immediately a f t e r the occijpation of the town by 
Union soldiers i n March, l862, a l l churches were ordered opened, and the 
Bapt is t 'Church was served by several chaplains. Throughout that era the 
b e l l i n the church tower was the o f f i c i a l l y designated b e l l used to signal 
guard r e l i e f . 

On November 8, 191+8, s ix days a f t e r his T:5)set v i c t o r y of Thomas Dewey 
i n that year's p res iden t i a l e l ec t ion . President Harry Truman f lew to New 
Bem to worship i n the F i r s t Baptist Church. He was responding to an i n v i t a ­
t i o n delivered by the l o c a l minis ter some two months e a r l i e r . The president 
t o l d newsmen that he had come to New Bern "as a Bapt is t woidripper to re turn 
his thanks to God." Some 20,000 people are said to have l i n e d the s treet to 
glimpse the president and other members of h i s par ty . These included Governo:' 
Gregg Cherry and Govemor Kerr Scott (outgoing and incoming govemors of 
North 'Carolina), Clark M. C l i f f o r d , Matthew J , Connelly, Stanley Woodard and 
Jonathan Daniels. 

The involvement of the F i r s t Bapt is t church w i t h so many men who l a t e r 
gained educational prominence, w i t h the founding of a r e l ig ious publ ica t ion a i 
iit5)ortant as B i b l i c a l Recorder, and wi th other inpor tant h i s t o r i c a l persons 
and events, i s unusual f o r a small town. The F i r s t Baptist Church i s an inte:-
esting exarr5)le of a Gothic Revival ecc les ias t i ca l s tmc tu re ; George Nowitzky' ; 
descr ipt ion of i t i n 1888 i s s t i l l applicable: 

I t i s i n the English mediaeval s t y l e , w i th heavy tower and 
battlements, and i t s substant ial w a l l s w i t h i v y c l ing ing to 
them do much towards beau t i fy ing Middle Street . 

(Number all entrlee) 

8. 



Form 10-300o 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR IC P LACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

N o r t h Ca ro l ina 
C O U N T Y 

Craven 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

MAK 2 4 1972 
CJVumber all antrlea) 

9. 

Nowitzky, George I . Norfolk; The Marine Metropolis of Virginia and Sound 
and River Cities of North Carolina. Norfolk and Raleigh: George I -
Nowitzky, 1 

Vass, Reverend L. C History of the Presbyterian Church i n New Bern, N.C. 
with a Resume of Early Ecclesiastical Affairs i n East North Carolina, 
and a Sketch of The Early Days of New Bern, N.'C. 
and Shepperson, 1886. 

Ri chmond: Whi tte t 

Whitford, Colonel John D. "The Home of the Walking Stick, Early History of 
the Biblical Recorder and Baptist Church i n New Bem," before 1900. 
Unpublished manuscript i n possession of Mrs. G. Tull Richardson, Bellair 
New Bem, North Carolina. 
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1. Name 
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3. Classification 

Category Ownerihlp 
Public Acquit i t ion 
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AccMsible 

Present U»e 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Desviption 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? yes • no 

7. Description 

Conditiofi 

excellem 

CD good 

• fair 

c n deteriorated 

n ruint 

c n unexpoMd 

Check one 
unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the praient and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
cn alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check otM 

• original l i te 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in orw paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context 
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cn justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Contrrmntt for any lam may ba conHnuad on an attached shaat 
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COMMON: F i rs t Baptist ^Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 
Northwest corner of Middle Street and nhurcl:^^'All 

New Bem 

UJ 

LU 

North 'Carolina 
C O U N T Y : 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

Map of 'Craven County, New Barn Chamher nf Coromerce 
3/8" ; 1 mile 

„UQ.data 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 
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F i r s t Bapt is t Church 
Northwest comer of Middle Street and Church 
New Bern, North Carolina 

Map of Craven County, New Bern Chamber of Commerce 
Scale: 3/8" : 1 mile 
no date 

Lati tude Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds 

350 06' 11" 02- U5" 

r 
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1^ Fir.'^t Bapt is t Church 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
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NnT>thwp.c;t. f^.nmflr of Middle Street and Church A13ey 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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North Carolina 37 
COUNTY: 

Craven 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

Map of New Bem and V i c i n i t y , New Bem 
Chamber of Commerce, drawn by; Gi l f redo Gonzalez 

UJ 

UJ 

1" /1200 f e e t 
no date 

4 . REQUtREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1 . Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. Lo t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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ClMinPr^\^^^., 

F i r s t Baptis t Church 
Northwest comer of Middle Street and Church Al ley 
New Bem, North Carolina 

Map of New Bem and V i c i n i t y , New Bern 
Chamber of Commerce, drawn by: Gi l f redo Gonzalez 
Scale: l " / l200 fee t 
no date 
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H. G. JONES 
Direaor 

FRED F. HARBIN 
Assistant Director 

^tnU af '^avtl^ CJjaralixta 

^ a l H g i j 27602 
DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS: 

C F. W. COKER 
Archives and Records 

MRS. JOYE E JORDAN 
Historic Sites and Museums 

MRS. MEMORY F. MITCHELL 
Publications 

16 December 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the First Baptist Church i n 
Craven County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

We trust you w i l l find this nomination i n order, 
questions, please ca l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

I f there are any 

6. I 
H. G/ Jones 
Liaison Officer 

enclosure s 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE iKjI-Td CJXLXIJV 

Date Entered MAR 2 ̂  W2 

Name 

StABly (EfNard H.). Boose 

fier<x>ay i i j i l l 

St. Vaul'a I&KSjn Catiiolic Cliurch 

!̂b» Bryan House and Office 

The Barker Louce 

^ I r c t Baptist CKnrch 

St. John's r^iscopal Ci»urch 

Shadow tOMji 

Kolly Bend 

Also N o t i f i e d 
Hon, Saa J . Ervin, Jr. 

Hon. B. Cverett Jordan 
Hon, Walter 3. Ooncs 
iJon. Alton Z-cfinon 
Ton. Koy Taylor 
iicn. Charles R. Jonas 

Director, Soutlieast Region 

Loca t ion 

Ifew Bam 
Craven CoTinty 

White CaJi v i c i n i t y 
Blad&n County 

KGW Bern 
Craven Covinty 

JJew Earn 
Crevan County 

Kdcnton 
Cliovan County 

K©w Born 
Cravtn coanty 

F.uti:«?r f orti ton 
Kutherford County 

LintsoLnton 
Lincoln County 

Hunt«r5vllla 
kiicklenburg county 

State Liaison Off icer 
Dr. H. G. Jonea 
Dirisctor 
Departrtcnt of ArehixTS k. History 
State of rorth Carolina 
I-ost Office iiois IScfl 
^ . i l c l * : o r t l j C i r o l l i a .•;76C2 

HR NRowland:mm 


