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| 7 . DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

E A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 1 3 O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Grimesland Plantation is a twq̂ ;;;story structure b u i l t of beaded 
weatherboards with a gable roof and American bond exterior end 
chimneys. During the Greek Revival period a single-story wing with 
a hip roof was added on each end^ a twp-story addition was constructed 
across the north (rear) side, and a one story verandah was added to 
the front of the house. 

The south facade of the main block is five bays wide. The central 
entrance contains a nine-panel door framed by a pair of engaged fluted 
columns supporting a diminutive entablature which features a pierced 
f r e t design and breaks out over each column. The wall under the 
entablature is of flush siding. The windows have nine-over-nine 
sash on the f i r s t story and nine-over-six on the second. Each wing 
contains a bay window with unusual applied wooden ornament. 

The interior of the house is center-passage in plan with a parlor 
on either side of the main h a l l . A well-designed stair with fine 
ornamental brackets and a simple balustrade rises in three runs from 
the l e f t side of the h a l l . The main door with i t s fanlight is framed 
by a molded architrave. I t is flanked by reeded pilasters which support 
an entablature decorated with a Wall of Troy motif. On the door is 
an unusual iron box lock with two knobs. 

The hall and parlors have plaster walls above and below a molded 
chair r a i l . There are simple Federal mantels in the main block and 
marble ones with arched fireplace openings in the wings. 

The plantation grounds contain several fine outbuildings including 
slave quarters, s t i l l occupied by farm laborers, and a smokehouse 
b u i l t of uncoursed fieldstone with a low pyramidal roof. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

In 1786 William Grimes bought several tracts along the Tar River 
i n P i t t Cou.ity and combined them into a plantation. He b u i l t a home 
for his family on this property in the last decade of the" eighteenth 
century. Grimes was a prominent local politiciarT aZna" sWve^ 
terms "in the General Assembly_, He died at~the age of thirty-one and 
his son, Bryan Grimes, acquired the plantation soon afterward. In 
June, 18I|.8, Grimes gave Grimesland to his son, also named Bryan Grimes. 
In l 8 6 l the younger Bryan Grimes, a strong secessionist, and owner 
of fifty-seven slaves, was elected a delegate to the Secession Convention 
ajid was a driving force in North Carolina's withdrawal from the Union".""" 
He joined the Confederate Army as a major and as COTmiajider qf^t^^ 
Fourth North Carolina Regiment. His military career was marked by 
aggressive bravery. At the war's end he had advanced to the rank of 
major general and his regiment fired the last volleys prior to the 
surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia. On August l i j . , 1880, he 
was murdered by p o l i t i c a l enemies. General Grimes's widow, Charlotte 
E. Grimes, held the plantation house in dower u n t i l her death in the 
1920s, 

Among the other distinguished members of the Grimes family was 
J. Bryan Grimes, son of General Grimes, He served as Secretary of 
State of North Carolina and was noted for his progressive reorganization 
of that office, 

Grimesland Plantation is now owned by State Senator Vernon White 
ofJSanterville, North Carolina, and remains as a. fine example of an 
antebellum plantation in North Carolina, In addition to the plantation 
house, there is a barnyard with several well preserved outbuildings 
including axQw.of frame slave quarters and a .^.tonfi-. smokehouse. 

In i t s setting on the banks of the Tar River, among large open 
fields, Grimesland is perhaps more evocative of the antebellum era 
than many of the better preserved plantations of greater architectural 
merit in North Carolina, 
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12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTIFtCA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomirvation is: 

National • State E Local • 

Name 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

mn 311971 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Ti t le Director, State Departmsnt of 
Archives and History Keeper of Tne 

Bate December 1, 1970 Date 

iCeepi 

FEB 2 2 1971 
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g,̂  Grimesland Plantation 
• Route 2 (SR l569) 

Grimesland, North Carolina 

Map of Pitt County 
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Direaor 
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Asiijtant Director 
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DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS: 

C F. W. COKER 
Archives and Records 

MRS. JOYE E. JORDAN 
Historic Sites and Museums 

MRS. MEMORY F. MITCHELL 
Publications 

December 8, 1970 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing herewith the nomination f o r Grimesland 
Plantation i n P i t t County, North Carolina, to be entered i n 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d t h i s nomination i n order. I f 
there are any questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

State/ 
Jones 
Liaison Officer 

Enclosures 



APR 1 9̂71 

H30-HR 

Dr. H. G. Jonas 
Director 
Department of Archives & History 
State of North Carolina 
Post Office Box 1881 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 

Dear Dr. Jonest 

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Flaoes. Senators Sam J. Ervin, Jr., and B. Everett Jordan and the 

appropriate Representatives are being Informed. A leaflet explaining 

the National Register i s enclosed for each of the property owners. 

Please withhold any publicity on this until you have received a 

carbon copy of the Congressional corresiK>ndence. 

Sincerely yours^ • 

Enclosures 

Entered in tlw HatipiuU. Bsgi.ster_ 

(Signed) 

Director 

MAR 3 1 1971 

cc : 
HR 

PDHerrick:mm 3/29/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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NOKTH CAIOLINA 

<^laesland Plantation 

Myrlck Boose 

Hasel-Hash Bouse 

Beaufort County Ooutrthouae 

Melrose 

John Wheeler House 

Pitt County 
Griffiesland, Sorth Carolina 

lh»rtford County 
Murfreesboro, North Carolina 

Orange County 
Hillsborough, Horth Carolina 

Beaufort County 
Washington, m>rth Carolina 

Hertford coxinty 
Murfreesboro, North Carolina 

Hertford County 
Murfreesboro, Horth Carolina 
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Hon. ttam J. Brvin, Jr. 
United States Senate 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator £rvl&t 

He are plwased to Infoxai you that tho historic properties listed on 

the enclosure Have been nonlnated by the State Liaison Officer 

af^lnted. by the Governor for the Impleaientatlon of the Hational 

Historic Preservation Program In Itortti Carolina and ham been entered 

Into the national Register of Historic Places. Senator B. Everett 

Jordan and the a£$>roprlate i^presentatlves have also been provided 

with this Infoxnatlcm. By oopy of this letter, the State Liaison 

Officer, Dr. H. G. Jones, Director, Department of Archives s History, 

State of Sferth Carolina, Post Office Sox IdSl, Salelfli, Morth Carolina 

27602, has likewise been notified, k leaflet explaining the Katlonal 

Register is enclosed. 

Sincerely yoiars« 

Enclosures 

laatsdccd ia tbo National Registwr. 

(Signed) 

Director 

MAR 31 1971 

cc: Dr. H. G. Jones, Director, Departinent of Archives s History, State of 
North Carolina, Post Office Box 1881, Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 

Also notified: Hon. B. Everett Jordan 
United States Senate 

Hon. Walter B. Jones 
Hon. Nick Galifianakis 
House of Representatives 
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Griawsland, north Carolina 
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Boaufort County Courthouse 

Orange Coimty 
Hillsborough, Horth Carolina 

Beaufort County * i . 
Washington, Horth Carolina 

Melrose Hertford County 
Murfreesboro, North Carolina 

John Kbeelsr House Hertford County 
Murfreesboro, Horth Carolina 


