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S T A T E : 

C O U N T Y : 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

C O M M O N : 
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2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : / 

Macklesf i e l d v i c i n i t y ( 3 ma-11 d <s o 55 /? 6 o ^) • 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Tarboro 
S T A T E 

North Carolina 37 
C O U N T Y : 

Edgeconbe 
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In P rocess 

Be ing Cons ide red 

1 1 Occup ied 

X I Unoccup ied 

1 1 P rese rvo t i on work 
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Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 
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• No 
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i I C o m m e r c i a l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I 1 E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

I I G o v e r n m e n t 

I I I n d u s t r i a l 

• Mil i tary 

1 I Museum 

• Park 

[ 2 Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

[ 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mrs. El ias Carr, J r . 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Chosum Neda 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Tarboro 
[5. iPCATfbTToF'LEGAUDESCRIPTION"" 

S T A T E : 

North Carolina 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Edgecombe County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

301 S t . Andrews Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Tarboro 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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17, DESGRIPTiON 

C O N D I T I O N 
a E x c e l l e n t • Good 

( C h e c k One) 

I I F a i r Q De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins n U nexposed 

fChecJc OneJ 

S A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 1 2 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I S I N A I - ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L . A P P E A R A N C E 

Bracebridge Hall was originally a story-atid-a-half, frame structure 
constructed about 1826. During the Greek Revival period a five-bay, two-
story, frame mansion house was added perpendicular to i t s eastem end, 
shifting the axis from north-south to east-west. The central entrance 
consists of a e i ^ t panel door with sidelights, framed by pilasters with 
Greek key decoration. I t i s covered by an exceptionally well executed 
one-story pedimented porch featuring fluted Doric columns and a f u l l 
entablature. The windows have nine-over-nine sash on the f i r s t story and 
nine-over-six on the second, a l l with moulded trim and corner blocks with 
roundels. At each end there i s an exterior Flemish bond chimney. The 
simple box comice i s enriched by dentils. 

In 1884 the original ca. 1826 section was raised to two stories. This 
wing includes two American bond chimneys on the west gable end, enclosed 
by a one-story lean-to addition. On the north side i s a two-tier porch 
featuring chamfered columns on pedestals and balustrades i n a decorative 
geometric pattem. At. the same time a story-and-a-half brick addition 
l a i d i n American bond was added to the south of ard parallel to the 1826 
structxire. This made the house essentially a "U" plan. 

The interiors of the oldest portion of Bracebridge Hall have been 
extensively altered. The fabric of the Greek Revival main block i s 
almost unchanged. The f i r s t floor consists of a central hallway between 
the north and south parlors. The south psirlor retains 3B original f l o r a l 
print wallpaper and carpet. The mantels i n these rooms are similar to 
designs i n Asher Benjamin's The Architect, or Practical House Carpenter. 
The mantel i n the north parlor i s framed by fluted pilasters and a Greek 
key motif across the frieze. The south mantel consists of fluted trim 
with large Greek key comer blocks and a recessed frieze with a plain 
central panel. 

The house i s set i n a grove of beautiful deciduous trees and enclosed 
by a sin^jle picket fence. The grounds include extensive informal gardens 
with imusualiy large crepe myrtles, and plantings of camellias, azaleas, 
English boxwoods, and toweting magnolias. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

H 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE fChecIc One or More as Appropriate) 
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nX. Agriculture 

[Tcj Archi tecture 

• Art 
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I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
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I 1 Eng inee r i ng 
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3 I n v e n t i o n 
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A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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• T h e o t e r 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Elias Carr purchased the property about 1814 and his son, Jonas, b u i l t 
the original section of Bracebridge Hall on the land about 1826. I t was 
probably during Jonas' ownership that the house was enlarged and remodeled 
i n the Greek Revival style. Jonas died i n 1843 leaving the plantation 
to his sons, William and Elias. William removed to Warren County prior to 
the C i v i l War and sold his half-interest to Elias i n 1862 for $25,000. 
At this time the property produced 4,500 bushels of com and 112,000 
pounds of cotton. Elias^Carr continued as a highly successful farmer 
during the Reconstmction years and aided i n the organization of the 
North Carolina Farmers' Alliance, serving as one of i t s f i r s t presidents. 
In 1893 he was elected Govemor of North Carolina as a compromise candidate 
for the farmers and Democrats. He also served simTiltaneously as the f i r s t 
president of the North Carolina Sons of the American Revolution. Govemor 
Carr died i n 1900 and willed "ny residence i n Edgecombe County, known 
as Bracebridge Hall" to his children. The house i s presently owned by 
Mrs. Elias Carr, Jr., widow of the govemor's son. 

The house i s of particular historical interest as the residence of 
Govemor Elias Carr and as the meeting place for many prominent p o l i t i c a l 
and agricultural leaders during the second half of the nineteenth century. 

Architecturally, Bracebridge Hall i s a typical example of an early 
Greek Revival plantation house. I t s one-story Doric porch i s particularly 
fine. Shaded by a grove of large oaks and fronted by a wide lawn, 
Bracebridge Hall i s one of the best preserved plantation complexes i n 
eastem North Carolina. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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109 FAnt Jones S t r e e t 
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•12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State ^ Local • 

Name yijCA^ 
Dr. H. 0'. Jones 

Title Director, State Department of 
Archives and History 

Pate October 9 . 1970 

North Carolina -22_ 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prefsetvati 
'4-
efse 

FEB 1 8 197! 
Date 

ATTEST: 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
•(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\h NAME 

S T A T E 

N o r t h Caro l ina 

"'iSdgecombe 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

COMMON: B r a c e b r i d g e H a i l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2- LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 
Mack"! e s f i e l d v i c i n i t y 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Q£ Tarboro 
1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Nor th C a r o l i n a 37 Edgecombe 065 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : 

North Carolina State Highway Commission 
UJ 

UJ 

SCALE: 2 " / 4 m i l e ' s " 

DATE: January 1, 1968 
4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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Bracebridge Hall 
c Macklesfield v i c i n i t y 

Tarboro 

fighway Map of Edgecombe County 
orth Carolina State Highway Commission 

Scale; 2"A miles 
January 1, 1968 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Bracebridge Hall Edgecombe 71000579 

County, North 
Carolina 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

Photographs 

)<_USGS Map 



post ©fftce i s s i 

October 14, 1970 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing herewith the nominations for the Pender 
Museum, The Blount House, and Bracebridge Hall i n Edgecombe County, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

We trust you VD.11 find these nominations i n order. I f there 
are any questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Enclosures 

H. G. yOones 
State 'Liaison Officer 

9 n 1070 



K30-HR 
FEB 1 8 1971 

Dr. H. G. Jones 
Director 
DepartEiont of lirchives & History 
State of Horth Carolina 
Post Office Box 1881 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 

Dear Dr. Jonest 

W« are pleased to inforra you that tho historic properties l i s t e d on 

the enclosure hav« been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Sam J. Ervin, Jr., and B. Everett Jordon and the 

appropriate Representatives arts being Informed. A le a f l e t explaining 

the National Register i s enclosed for each of the property owners. 

Please withhold euxy publicity on th i s u n t i l you have received a 

carbon copy of the Congressional correspondence. 

Slncaroly yours, 

(Sl^nedj 

Director 

Enclosure 

Entered In the National Register 
FEB 1 8 1971 

cc i 

SMarusinrmm 2/17/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Properties added t o the t^atlonal Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Cotton Press 
The Columns 
Riddick Eouse 

^ Bracebyldqe Ha l l 
Piney Prospect (Sugg House) 
Roberts-Vaughan House 
The Pender Museum 
Freeman House 
Calvary Episcopal Church and 
Coolmore Plantation 
The Barracks 
Hare Plantation liouse 
The Blount House 
Old Wilkes County J a i l 
Bank of Washington (West 

End Branch) 
St. John's Episcopal Church 

Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe Covinty. North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 

Yard Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Edgecoabe County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 
EdgecQxobe County, Korth Carolina 
Wilkes County, North Carolina 

Beaufort County, Horth Carolina 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
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« Is 

Hon. Sam J. Ervin, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Senator Ervlat, 

We are pleased to Infona you that the historic properties l i s t e d on 

tiie enclosure have been nominated by the State Liaisoa Officer 

sippolntttd by ths Govemor for the irsploaantatlon of the National 

Historic Preservation Program tn Horth C2Lrollna and have been entered 

into th» National Register of Historic Places. Senator B. Sverett 

Jordan and the appropriate Representatives have also been provided 

with t h i s infor»ation. By copy of this l e t t e r , the State Llaiaon 

Officer, Dr. H. G. Jones, Director, Department of Archives 6 History, 

State of ttorth Carolina, Post Office Box 1^81, Raleigh, Korth Carolina 

27602, has likewise been notified. A l e a f l e t explaining the National 

Register i s enclosed. 

Sincerely yours. 

(Sigutj^^ 

Director 

Enclosures 

Entered i n the National Register 
FEB 1 8 1971 

cci Dr. H. G. Jones, Director, Department of Archives fi History, State of 
North Carolina, Post Office Box 1881, Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 

Dnited States Senate House of Representatives 
Also notified: Hon. B. Everett Jordan Hon. L. H. Fountain 

Hon. Walter B. Jones 
Hon. Charles R. Jonas 



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

KORTH CAROLINA 

Cotton Press 
The Columns 
Riddick House 
Bracebridge Hall 
Piney Prospect (Sugg House) 
Roberts-Vaughan House 
Tha Ponder Museum 
Freeman House 
Calvary Episcopal Church and 
Coolmore Plantation 
The Barracks 
Hare Plantation House 
The Blount iiouse 
Old Wilkes County J a i l 
Bank of Washington (West 
End Branch) 

St. Jolm's Episcofial Church 

Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, Horth Carolina 
Edgecombe County, Korth Carolina 
Edgecombe County, Itorth Carolina 
Hertford county. North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, Korth Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 

Yard Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
Hertford County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe County, Korth Carolina 
Wilkes County, North Carolina 

Beaufort County, North Carolina 
Edgecombe County,*North Carolina 



NORIH 
QIROUNK 
DEf^MENT 
OF 
CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 

Raleigh, 
North Carol ina 
27611 

Dvision of 
Archives ond History 
Larry E Tise. Director 

July 14, 1978 

Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n Administration 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Re: Environmental Review of Proposed REA 
Transmission Line, Edgecombe County, N.C. 

Dear Sir: 

Please refer to our l e t t e r to you of June 16, 1978, concerning the above 
referenced project and the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t on Bracebridge H a l l , an 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t property. 

Mr. Rudolph Sexton, Manager of the Edgecombe-Martin County E l e c t r i c 
Membership Corporation, has been i n consultation with t h i s o f f i c e con­
cerning the project; Mr. Sexton has been extremely cooperative i n sending 
maps and other information requested f o r our evaluation of e f f e c t . We 
have been informed that Mr. Sexton has met with the owner of the Brace­
bridge H a l l property, and that an agreement was reached which adequately 
mitigates the e f f e c t on the property. 

From a telephone conversation between a member of our s t a f f and Mr. Sexton, 
we understand that the proposed l i n e has been relocated above ground north 
of the small graveyard where Governor Carr's grave i s located. The l i n e 
w i l l no longer separate the house from the grave. 

I t i s the opinion of t h i s o f f i c e that the new proposed location of the l i n e , 
as we understand i t , w i l l have no effect on the Bracebridge Hall property. 

Thank you f o r your consideration. I f you have questions or need further 
assistance, please contact Ms. F. Langdon Edmunds, Environmental Review 
Coordinator, at 919/733-4763. 

Sincerely, 

4 ^ 
Brent D. Glass, Deputy State 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

BDG:slw 

Sara W Hodgkins. 
Secretary 
James B Hunt, Jr. 
Goverrxx 

cc : -^fJational Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Mr. Rudolph Sexton, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, 

201 Wilson Street, Tarboro, N.C. 27886 
Mr. Barry Flamm, Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250 
Professor Lala C. Steelman, ECU, Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Mrs. Fletcher B. Taylor, J r . , 600 m 42nd Street, Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma 
Mr. Joel Bourne, 312 St. Andrew Street, Tarboro, N.C. 27886 
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June 16,1978 

Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n Administration 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Re: Environmental Review of Proposed REA 
Transmission Line, Bracebridge Hall 
Edgecombe County 

Dear Sir: 

We have been n o t i f i e d by several individuals of t h e i r concern over the 
Edgecombe-Martin County E l e c t r i c Membership Corporation's proposal to 
construct a transmission l i n e i n the v i c i n i t y of Bracebridge H a l l . 
Bracebridge Hall was the home of Governor Carr, and has been preserved 
with the i n t e g r i t y of i t s r u r a l s e t t i n g . The introduction of a transmission 
l i n e across farmed areas, and the clearing of a wooded area may damage the 
sett i n g and h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y of the property. 

As you may be aware, the property was entered i n the National Register of 
His t o r i c Places i n 1971. The project i s therefore subject to Section 106 
of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 1966, and to the codified 
procedures of the Advisory Council on Hi s t o r i c Preservation (36 CFR 
Part 800). 

We advise that you investigate the s i t u a t i o n to determine i f the proposed 
location of the l i n e w i l l have an e f f e c t on the property, and i f so, to 
determine the nature of that e f f e c t . 

We w i l l be happy to assist you i n your determination and i n working to 
mitigate any p o t e n t i a l effects which may be i d e n t i f i e d . This may best be 
accomplished by relocating the subject portion of the route. 

Please contact Ms. F. Langdon Edmunds, Environmental Review Coordinator, 
at 919/733-4763 to begin procedures f o r compliance. 

cc 

E. Tise 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

LET:slw 
:«^ational Register of H i s t o r i c Places, 

Washington, D.C. 20240 
Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation 

1522 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 
Mr. Rudolph Sexton, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, 

201 Wilson Street, Tarboro, N.C. 27886 
Mr. Barry Flamm, Department of Agriculture, 

Washington, D.C. 20250 
Professor Lala C. Steelman, ECU, Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Mrs. j F l i . • . Ia7:.-.r, J r . , 600 NW 42nd St., Oklahoma City, Okla, 
Mr. Joel Bourne, 312 St. Andrew St., Tarboro, N.C 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY Bracebridge H a l l 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: NORTH CAROLINA, Edgecorr\be 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

11/02/05 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/16/05 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 71000579 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST^ N SAMPLE 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

VyACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT I 2 ' K ' 0> DATE 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached coiT\raents Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s r e t u r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 



Please Refer to the Following 

Nomination for Additiona 

Documentation 

Resource Name Countv. State Reference Number 
Bracebridge Hall (Boundary 
Increase) 

Edgecombe 
County, North 
Carolina 

05001412 


