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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

B u i l t of b r i ck l a i d i n Flemish bond, the Harvey Mansion r i ses to a 
height of three s tor ies over a f u l l basement delineated by a molded water 
table on the f r o n t (north) and rear facades. The ground slopes grea t ly to 
the south, which causes the basement to be e35posed as a f u l l s tory across 
the rear facade. Of the four o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r end chimney shaf ts , only two 
remain, the other p a i r having been destroyed by hLirricanes. Both facades 
terminate i n b r i ck modi l l ion cornices above which i s a f rac table gable roof . 

Many changes made on the house have greatly altered its plan and 
fenestration. Seemingly the original house was five bays long with a pair 
of entrances on the front. These entrances later were chan^ to windows and 
the central bay opened for a door. In the early I9l4.0s the central entrance 
was eliminated, and pairs of small windows replaced the former six-over-six 
sash in the central bay at all three levels. An entrance was cut in each 
side and covered by a small porch whose elaborate cornice was taken from the 
second-floor ballroom, which was shortened considerably during the renovatioh 
Of the two window Oi:)enings above each porch, only those on the east are 
original. /»>; 

On the rear facade, s l i g h t l y o f f center, an open arch rose from the 
ground l e v e l through the f i r s t s tory of the b u i l d i n g . This arch i s said to 
have extended at one time through the b u i l d i n g to the f r o n t and to have 
served as a carriage entrance. Although the arch may have been open on the 
f r o n t , i n view of the nature of the t e r r a i n , i t i s u n l i k e l y that i t was a 
carriage d r ive , because the ground l e v e l drops abruptly at the rear . Since 
the bu i ld ing i s so near the r i v e r , and the owner i s known to have been a 
merchant, i t i s possible that the arched opening may have housed a crane on 
an overhead track that could have functioned as a loading device f o r cargo, 
I n 1933 Judge R. A. Nunn described t te Harvey Mansion as having f o r "many 
years" a centra l entrance set back i n to the hallway, thus at leas t t t e f r o n t 
por t ion of the arch would seem to have been f i l l e d i n f o r a long whi l e . 
Photogr^hs made i n 19i4.2 show a recessed centra l entrance i n the f r o n t , but 
at that time the arch s t i l l appeared to be open on the rear facade. There-
fire the rear pa r t o f t h i s arch must have been f i l l e d i n during the ear ly 
19l4-Os when the bu i ld ing was converted i n to apartments. The outl ine of the 
arch, s t i l l can be seen on the rear , although a th ree - t i e r screened-in porch 
across the rear and white paint obscure changes that otherwise would be easy 
to detect . 

The unusual nature of the present fleer p lan i s p a r t i a l l y a r e su l t of 
the o r i g i n a l one and p a r t i a l l y a resu l t of a l te ra t ions made before and during 
the renovation of the 19i;0s. I n the basement survives some of the most 
convincing physical evidence that the two-story archway was open at least 
u n t i l t t e 19UOs. Re la t ive ly new f l o o r i n g of the f i r s t f l o o r i s v i s i b l e from 
below and contrasts markedly w i t h that seen i n the basement areas on ei ther 
s ide. On t t e east side are two f i rep lace openings; one of which i s extremeljy 
large and Judging from the i r o n f i x t u r e s was apparently used f o r cooking. 
During Harvey's ownership, the remainder of the basement a r^ Dras more than I t k e l y 
used f o r store rooms and a warehouse f o r his business. 
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The two-story archway apparently separated the east and west sides of 

the f i i s t f l o o r of the house. The west side was probably used as the o f f i c e 
f o r Harvey's business, since there appears to have been no i n t e r i o r access 
from that area i n t o the l i v i n g quarters. On the east side, however, two room^, 
domestically appointed, are separated by a s t a i r ascending to what must have 
been the main l i v i n g area on the second f l o o r . When the upper por t ion of the 
archway was f i l l e d i n the two f i r s t - f l o o r areas were connected. Kitchens and 
bathrooms were i n s t a l l e d i n the centra l area, thus adding to the confusion of 
the p lan . At some time, probably i n the la te nineteenth century, a s t a i r was 
constructed at t te west s ide. 

Both rooms on the east side of the house teve Adamesque mantels, that 
i n the southeast room teing most elaborate and unusual. The square opening 
i s f lanked by terminus p i l a s t e r s of which the upper halves are f l u t e d and 
t te lower halves tapered and out l ined by heavy astragal tead moldings that 
give a paneled e f f e c t . Two types of v e r t i c a l gougework are used--one on the 
p i l a s t e r cap and a shallower version across the top of the opening. The center 
t ab le t contains an unadorned incised oval , and each of the end blocks i s 
enriched w i t h an i n t r i c a t e incised sunburst. Denti ls concave i n section 
appear d i r e c t l y below the she l f , which breaks above the p i l a s t e r s and i s 
adorned by bands of extremely delicate mo t i f s , which are un iden t i f i ab le 
because of many layers of p a i n t . Six-panel doors leading to closets f l ank 
the f i r e p l a c e . I n addi t ion t h i s room features a plas ter cornice, paneled 
wainscot, and windows set i n deep reveals protected by i n t e r i o r paneled 
shutters. A s t a i r which r ises i n two f l i g h t s w i t h a landing tetween has a 
handrail round i n section carr ied on a tapered newel, posts and balusters, 
square i n sect ion. Under the end of each r i s e r i s a wave-pattem bracket. 
The p r o f i l e of t t e rarped handrai l i s repeated on the opposite wa l l by a 
paneled wainscot, the f i e l d of which i s framed by a t h i n piece of applied 
molding. 

Again on the f l o o r above the plan tes been al tered by the c i rca 19U0 
renovation, when t t e ballroom located i n the southeastem corner was shortene|d 
approximately f i f t e e n f ee t and the stolen space converted i n t o ki tchens. 
Fortunately, however, a l l of the a rch i t ec tu ra l elements were moved i n when 
t h i s a l t e r a t i o n was made, so tha t except f o r the scale, the character of the 
room was preserved. The ballroom, by f a r the grandest ear ly nineteenth 
century room i n New Bern, i s an elegant embodiment of the Adam s t y l e . Each 
door and window opening i s f lanked by reeded p i l a s t e r s w i t h pierced v e r t i c a l 
gouge work i n the caps which support a l av i sh entablature w i t h a p l a i n f r i eze 
flanked by endblocksfeaturing applied sunbursts. The cornice breaks over the 
p i l a s t e r s and carries del icate bands of concave d e n t i l s , astragal bead and 
egg-and-dart moldings. The wal ls are plastered between a paneled wainscot 
and an elaborate comice . The paneled wainscot, doors, window reveals, and 
box shutters a l l have del icate s t r i p s of molding framing the f i e l d of the 
panels. The carved cornice, somewhat d i f f e r e n t from but harmonizing wi th 
that of the overdoors, consists of undercut modi l l ions , a course of sculptured 
d e n t i l s , a band of cable molding, and groups of v e r t i c a l gouges. New Bem's 
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most h ighly omamented and sophisticated native mantel i s located i n the 
ballroom. Here as i n the room below, the major upright supports are tapered 
and, i n t h i s case, are f l u t e d engaged terminus columns w i t h an applied sun­
burst i n the caps. This sunburst m o t i f , a l t e rna t ing w i t h groups of v e r t i c a l 
gouges, i s repeated across t te top of the f i rep lace opening. Each par t of 
the f r i e ze bears a d i f f e r e n t type of ornamentation: the end blocks are l i k e 
those of t t e overdoor, an applied medallion draped w i t h ribbon appears i n the 
raised center t a b l e t , and t te f l a n k i n g areas have an i n t r i c a t e inverted f l o r a ! 
swag i n the center of which i s an oval medallion containing a c lass ica l female 
f i g u r e . The comice she l f , adomed l i k e those of t te overdoors, breaks w i t h 
rounded corners above the engaged columns and bows above t t e center t a b l e t . 

By comparison, the other rooms i n the Harvey mansion are treated simply. 
They have molded chair r a i l s and baseboards, p las ter dados, and Adamesque 
mantels. I n the rooms on the east s ide, closets which, although not o r i g i n a l 
seem to te quite an ear ly add i t ion , f l ank the chimney breasts. 
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rX Urban Planning 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Richard Dobbs Spaight t ransferred the property where the Harvey 
House now stands to Richard E l l i s i n 1780, but E l l i s evident ly did not b u i l d 
on the waterf ront pa r t of the property between South Front Street and Tren-; 
River . The p a r t i t i o n of his property at h i s death i n 1792 l i s t s his 
residence as north of Front Street , w i t h no house on the wate r f ro i t l o t . 
George E l l i s acquired the water f ront l o t and retained ownership u n t i l l80lj. 
when he sold i t to John Harvey. 

I t was ^ p a r e n t l y Harvey, a merchant and ship owner, who b u i l t the 
present s t ruc ture . Despite i t s size and the numerous changes i n entrances 
and porches, the ent i re house seems to teve been constructed at one time. 
Jonatlian Pr ice ' s survey of the town, published i n iBlO, shows Ihe water 
pa r t of Lot 12 as "Harvey," and the l 8 l 6 Tax L i s t notes that the waterfront 
pa r t of the l o t i s owned by John Harvey and i s "where he dwells ." 

When Harvey died i n l828 the l o t was described as 

inc luding the dwelling house or Mansion of said John 
Harvey deceased, i n which he most generally dwelt next 
tefore his decease, and a l l the o f f i c e s , outhouses, 
warehouses, wharfs and inprovements thereunto belonging. . . . 

Harvey seems to have been a merchant o f considerable wealth. His 
personal estate inventory, retumed by his w i f e , Mary Harvey, i n 1828 l i s t s 
the schooner Til lman, a large amount of tools and naval supplies, slaves, 
stock i n the Bank of New Bem, a long l i s t of notes due the estate, and a 
considerable stock of goods--including 870 bushels of alum sa l t and 103 bais 
of co f fee . Neither the r e a l estate owned outside the c i t y i n Craven Countj 
nor the property i n New Bern i s l i s t e d i n the above inventory. I n a d iv i s i on 
of the r e a l property i n 183O the "wharf, buildings and appurtenances" on 
South Front Strfflt went to Mary Harvey, so tha t she retained possession of 
the mansion and i t s supportive bu i ld ings . 

Colonel John D. Whi t ford a t t r ibu tes the i n t e r i o r s of t te Harvey House 
to Robert Hay, during the period o f time when Hay was associated w i t h 
George Clark i n house b u i l d i n g . Hay, a carriage maker by trade noted not 
only f o r h i s vehicles but also f o r his chairs , could w e l l have carved the 
mantels, comicea,door and window surrounds that Colonel Whi t ford a t t r ibu tes 
to him. Hay was i n pract ice during the f i r s t quarter of the nineteenth 
century and could have executed the i n t e r i o r s , e i ther when the house was 
b u i l t or soon the rea f te r . 
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The property remained i n the Harvey family u n t i l the l870s when i t passed 
to other ownership. I t subsequently saw a series of uses far removed from the 
residentisil and commercial purposes for which i t was constructed, acconpanied 
by changes i n the interior arangement of the structure i t s e l f . By l885 i t was 
listed as the Bateman House, presumably a boarding house. In 1898 i t was the 
Elm City Boarding House, with a private dwelling i n the west side and boarding 
i n the east. In 190li the Sanborn maps l i s t the structure as a dormitory for 
the New Bern Military Academy, with a dwelling on the west and boarding on the 
east. In the early I9i;0s the structure was converted to apartments during the 
Worl War H housing shortage. I t served various tenants u n t i l the CJraven 
Techinical Institute rented the building, using i t u n t i l 1971, when i t was 
vacated. 

The Harvey Mansion was a major New Bern structure, both i n size and i n 
fini s h , and a tribute to Harvey's tste and affluence. Though the residences 
and businesses of New Bern merchants were often combined, there i s no other 
SLirviving exanfjle where both were housed under one roof i n the way they were 
here. Other house s may contciin one room used as the office, but John Harvey 
seems to have b u i l t office, storerooms, and even warehouse areas into his 
residence. The significance of the house is enhanced because i t s t i l l main­
tains i t s relation to the water. I t was the proximity of the water and i t s 
role i n the merchant trade of John Harvey that led to the construction of 
the house on this site i n the f i r s t place. Thus, i n addition to "the irportance 
of the Harvey Mansion as an unusually large and elegantly finished house, i t 
i s especially interesting because i t illu s t r a t e s so viv i d l y the dependence of 
early nineteenth century New Bern upon sea trade. 
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Price, Jonathan, Plan of the town of New Bern, l8lO. 

Whitford, Colonel J. C. "The Home of the Walking Stick. Early History of 
the Biblical Recorder and Baptist Church at New Berr^" unpublished 
manuscript, circa 1890, copy i n possession of Mrs. G. Tull Richardson, 
Bellair, New Bem, North Carolina. 
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ŝ ® ®^ 

CCDAR" 
$l>Otf€ 

BROtO I 

TRt«T COURT I 

50UT" 

tt 1 tell 

t l - f - S T T i - K i — L 
ICHWCtl LJ 

Wf 

o f 
/ I . » / 

5/ A / — 

A 

Harvey Mansion 
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New Bem, North Carolina 

Map of Naw Bern and v i c i n i t y . New Bern Chamber of Commerce 
drawn by G i l f r edo Gonzales 
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21 September 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the Harvey Mansion i n 
Craven County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Wa tmst you w i l l find this nomination i n order. I f there 
are any questions, please call us. 

Sincerely yours. 

G. denes 
State Liaison Officer 

HGJ/bfl 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE cAnouia 
Date Entered NOV 1 2 1̂71 

Name Loca t ion 

BsMWOf mnmias Wsw Bfrn 
Cxamn Covmtf 

Dodd-Hinsdale House Raleigh 
Wake County 

Also Notified 

Iton. S«n J. Ervin, Jr. 
H«:. B. IrwTtttt 3ox&aai 
Ron. Miidc SallfUnaXla 
Boo. Umltmx B. JOoes 

Director, Southeast Region 

MCMeansrmm 11/10/71 

ttat* Liaiaon Offia«r 
Dr. B. Q. Jonaa 
Director 
Dapartacnt of Aroblvea s History 
Stata of Borth Caroliaa 
Post Office 3Q0C 1881 
Raleigh, Borth Carolina 27602 
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C . E . H A N C O C K , J F 

L E E A N D H A N C O C K 

A T T O R N E Y S A T L A W 

N E W B E R N , N . C . 2 8 5 6 0 

E L K S B U I U D I N O 

January 9, 1974 

United States Department of Interior 
National Park Seirvice 
Washington, D. C. 20000 

Re: Harvey Mansion 
New Bern, North Carolina 

Gentlemen: 

On November 12, 1971, the Harvey Mansion at 219 Tryon 
Palace Drive, New Bern, North Carolina, was entered i n the 
National Registry of Historic Places. The house i s located 
near the center of the water front lurban renewal area of the 
city of New Bern, and was entered i n the National Register 
without the knowledge of the Redevelopment Commission of the 
city of New Bern. 

I t has always been a part of the redevelopment plan to 
widen Tryon Palace Drive on which the house i s located and 
this would require a demolition of the house. Since this i s 
impossible while the Harvey house i s listed i n the National 
Register, we would appreciate instmctions from your office 
as to how we can have the house removed from the National 
Register. 

Any information you can give us would be appreciated. 

Yours very t m l y , 

C. E. Hancock, Jr. 

GEH/mb 



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Cultural Resources 

Raleigh 2761 1 

James E. Holshouser, Jr. r>. • • r A j u-
Governor Division of Archives and History 

H. G. Jones, Director 
Grace J. Rohrer 16 January 1974 

Secretary 

Mr. C. E. Hancock, Jr. 
Lee and Hancock 
Attomeys at Law 
New Bern, N. C. 28560 

Dear Mr. Hancock: 

In your l e t t e r of January 9, 1974, concerning the flarvey Mansion, 
you stated that the build i n g was entered on the National Register of 
Hist o r i c Places "without the knowledge of the Redevelopment Commission 
of the c i t y . " The property was entered i n the National Register on 
November 12, 1971, while i t was i n the possession of Mrs. Gertrude 
Henderson. We n o t i f ^ g i e d Mrs. Henderson of the entry and issued a 
c e r t i f i c a t e on Febmary 2, 1972. 

We were aware of the Redevelopment Commission's desire to acquire 
the Harvey Mansion and were led to believe the structure would be pre­
served w i t h federal funds. Our thoughts were cl e a r l y outlined i n a 
l e t t e r to Mr. William Edwards, Executive Director, Redevelopment Com­
mission of the c i t y of New Bern, dated January 18, 1972 (copy attached). 
This was over eight months before the commission acquired the mansion 
from Mrs. Henderson (October 2, 1972). 

We note that the model of the urban renewal area and the booklet 
Central Waterfront Urban Renewal Area both i l l u s t r a t e the Harvey Mansion 
on i t s present s i t e and make no mention of the widening of Tryon Palace 
Drive. 

The widening of a street would require an environmental impact state­
ment, and during the review, we would be required to express an opinion 
concerning the detrimental effects of demolishing any properties on the 
National Register. We would, of course, have no j u s t i f i c a t i o n for changing 
our long-standing recommendation that the Harvey Mansion be preserved as 
an important National Register property. 



Mr. c. E. Hancock. Jr i f i T 
» J r . , 16 January 1974, Page 2 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mr., 
H. G. Jjanes 

Dr. W i l l l a a J. Murtagh 
Mr. Tom Ferebee 
Mr. George Karas 
Mr. Ernest Holz 
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Nr. C. K. Hancock, Jr. 
Lee and llancock 
Attomeye at Lav 
Hev Ben, Horth flarollnn 

Dear Mr. Bancock: 

We are pleased to provide this lnfor»»tlon in response to your request 
for rsBJOval of the ^^ryei Mansion Property froas the Bfetional Register. 
The Harvey t.ansion wi¥''entered In the Naticsaal Register on aoveiabcr 12, 
1971. Properties Bay be ret-oved froE tha Hational Bagister only *hen 
they have c«ised to meet the criteria for the Hatic«ftl Register — when 
the cTielities which caused the» originally to be nooinated have been 
lost or destroyed. This would not seem to be the case with Harvey 

S Mttnsion. 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preserw-Uon Act of I966 (80 Stat. 
915) reatilres ?Weral agency heads to allow the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation opportunity to coMoent when undertakings to be 
licensed, funded, or executed oy their agencies will affect properties 
listed in the national Register. Ho restriction is placed upon a private 
owner or upcsi a State or local goremment acting without Federal Involve-
MBt. I f a federal agency is involved in a transaction conceming the 
Harvey Mansion, the agency should inform the Advisory Council cm Historic 
Preservation, 1522 K Street, I . V., Suite 3̂0, »«ahingt<a, D. C. 20005. 

The Horth Carolina State Historic Presejrvaticm Officer, whom you may wish 
to consult ccmceming the historic preservation program within the State, 
is JDr. H. G. Jones, State Historian and Director, Division of Archiwn 
end History, IO9 East Jones Street, Raleight Horth Carolina 276II. 

We hope this information will be useful to you, and we shell be happy to 
any further questioM* 

H 

El Sincerely yours, 

S >r William J. Murtagh (Sgd.) 

o a \ c 
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^ Wlliam J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Hational Register 

tl « Dr. H. G. Jones, SHPO, North Carolina w/inc 
Director, Southeast Region w/inc 


