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1. Name of Property 

historic name __ Greer, Alfred W., House-------------------------------------

othernames/~tenumber_N/A. __________________________ ~--------------

2. Location 

street & number _955 Kinzer Street'--------------------------=not for publication _N/ A __ _ 

city or town _Poplar Bluff _______________________ ----'vicinity _N/A'------

~_te _Missouri ___________ code _MO __ county _Butler _____ code _023_ zip code_63901_ 

3"::State/Federal Agency Certification 

/ 
I 

As the dmgnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this ..x_ nomination __ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ..x_ meets __ docs not meet 
the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant_ nationally_ statewide JL locally. (_Sec 

co~fo:a~~ ;1$)1.t- fr :~ffi. Claire F. Bla-'--11 ...:::;Da-te-+-=-;..._;;;;'-=-=----....6.-Z.­S1gnature of certifying o cial Deµ.Ity SHR) '-"'--== 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ docs not meet the National Register criteria. (_ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
/ 

Service Certification 

that this property is: 
entered in the National Register 

Sec continuation sheet. 
__ determined eligible for the 

National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

__ determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

\ 
Date 

__ removed from the National Register---------------------

__ other (explain):--------------

Date of Action 



_Greer, Alfred W., House_ _BuUer County, MO_ 
Name of Property County and Stote 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) Category of Property (Check only one box) 

_X_ private _X_ building(s) 
public-local district 
public-SUte site 
pubUc-Federal structure 

object 

Number of Resources witliin Properfy 
(Do not indude previously listed resources in Ihe count). 

Contributing Noncontributing 
_1 _1 buildings 
_0 0 sites 
_0 _0 structures 
_0 _0 objects 
_1 J Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register _0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter 'N/A' if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

_Historic Resources of Poplar Blufif, Missouri 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
_DOMESTIC _Single Dwdling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
_DOMESTIC _Single Dwelling_ 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
_LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Crattsman_ 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _brick 
roof _ ceramic tile. 
waUs brick 

other wood 
concrete 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Summary 

The Alfred W. Greer House is a two-story, residential building constructed in 1915 in the Craftsman style. The dwelling is Poplar BlufFs 
most representative example of the Craftsman style and it retains much of its original design and detailing. With the exception of some 
enclosures of second floor and rear porch areas, the dwelling has not been significantly altered on the exterior or interior. The dwelling is 
of brick construction and features large brick porch piers on the main facade, a gable roof, one-over-one wood sash windows, and wide eaves 
with exposed rafters. The interior displays omate woodwork on the fist floor and has a particularly notable wood staircase. The original 
floor plan and the majority of interior detailing have retained throughout the dwelling. Included with the boundaries in a non-contributing 
garage. 

Narrative Description 

The Alfred W. Greer House is located at 955 Kinzer Street in Poplar Bluff, Missouri. The dwelling is located on a residential street 
to the northwest of the downtown area. Constructed in 1915 as a single-femily residence, the building's traditional residential use has 
contiiiued without intermption to the present. The Alfred W. Greer House is a two-and-one-half-story, four-by-four-bay. Craftsman-
style, rectangular-plan dwelling with a two-and-one-half-story side-gable wing. Constructed of brick laid in stretcher bond, building 
details include a first-floor cast concrete watertable, a low-pitched gable roof clad in clay tile, and wide, unenclosed eaves marked 
with paired, exposed, decorative roof rafters. Brick piers span the building's first and second floors and are located on all elevations. 
They are joined on the second floor by horizontal bands of recessed brick spandrels. 

One-over-one double hung and single-light, fixed sash windows are located throughout the dwelling. First floor windows have been 
covered with metal security grilles. Paired, eight-light horizontal fixed windows are located within the half-story of the building's 
gable fields and are placed above frame window boxes supported by decorative purlins. At the base of the gable fields on the south, 
north, and east elevations are frame shed roof canopies covered in clay tile and supported by paired exposed rafters. Single-light, 
leaded, stained glass windows are located on the first floor of the west elevation and flank an exterior, end-wall chimney. The 
building's second chimney is located below the ridgeline on the north elevation. 

The building's primary entrance on the south facade is composed of an original single-light glass and wood door. The entry is located 
beneath the dwelling's one-stoiy entry porch on the main facade which has a comer brick piers and curved clay tile roof. The 
dwelling's porch has a brick railing, cast concrete floors, and two-story flanking columns joined on the second floor by a single, 
horizontal spandrel. A single-bay, side-gable porte-cochere roofed in clay tile adjoins the porch on the west facade. Cast concrete 
steps connect die porte-cochere and the porch. On the north facade of the dwelling the second story of the porch has original screened 
panels. On the east facade the second story porch has been enclosed with large fixed and one-over-one, aluminum sash windows. The 
first and second story porches on the rear (north) facade were also enclosed ca. 1950 widi fixed and one-over-one aluminum sash 
windows. 

Solid wood doors are located at the secondary entrances on the north (rear) elevation and lead to the first floor and basement. Over 
the first floor entrances is a ca. 1950 metal awning. Frame vertical boards enclose the space between die basement brick piers on 
the rear facade. 

On the interior, the dwelling retains its original hardwood floors, plaster walls, beamed/coffered ceilings, and paneled wainscoting. 
The first floor has a central staircase, large parlor, living room, dining room, and kitchen. The original, built-in cabinetry with leaded 
and ftosted glass remains in the dining room and kitchen. The dwelling's primary entrance opens onto a modest vestibule whose 
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detailing consists of plaster walls and a rectangular window containing leaded, lancet-shaped panes of clear glass. An original oak 
colonnade with square Doric motif columns separates the living room and dining room. Original paired cabinets with leaded glass 
doors flank the living room fireplace. The fireplace has a brick and stucco surround and above is a bracketed wood mande. 

One of the most notable features of the interior is the central staircase. This staircase has a central landing which is reached by diree 
different runs of stairs. The landing is framed by square Doric motif wood columns with paneled wainscoting and vertical slat grilles. 
On die parlor side of die staircase is a built-in wood bench. On the second floor are a series of bedrooms which retain their original 
hardwood floors, plaster walls, and plaster ceilings. The bathrooms on diis floor were remodeled in recent decades. 

The Alfred W. Greer House rests on a gendy sloping grassed lot on the north side of Kinzer Street. The lot is firamed by cast concrete 
sidewalks and a cast concrete retaining wall. A flight of cast concrete steps widi a wrought iron railing is located on the lot's southeast 
comer and cormects widi the sidewalk. A cast concrete driveway leads fi-om die street through the porte-cochere and connects with 
a ca. 1925 brick, rectangular-plan garage. This garage has an exterior of brick and stucco and retains an original wood paneled garage 
bay, overhead track door. The garage has a gable roof of asphalt shingles and at the eavesd are exposed brackets. The garage is 
included as a non-contributing building to the property. 
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Alfred W. Greer House 
955 Kinzer Street 
Poplar Bluff, MO 
Floor Plan, First Floor 
Not To Scale 
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Alfred W. Greer House 
955 Kinzer Street 
Poplar Bluff, MO 
Floor Plan, Second Roor 
Not To Scale 



_Greer, Alfred W., House_ 
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8. Statement of Sigiuficance 

Apidicable National Register Criteria 
(Marie "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing) 

A Property is assodated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

_ X _ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components tack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yidded, or is likdy to yidd 
informafion impottont in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "X" in all Uie boxes tiiat apply.) 

A owned by a religious insfitufion or used for 

religious purposes. 

B removed fh>m its original locafion. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetny. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorafive property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past SO years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or mote confinuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions). 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 
1915 

Significant Dates 
1915 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

9. M^jor Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, artides, and ottier sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentotion on file (NPS) 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) lias been 
requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the Nafional Register 
designated a Nafional Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic Amoican Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Locafion of Addifioiuil Dato 
_X_ Stote Historic Preservafion Office 

Other Stote agency 
Federal agency 
Local govemment 
University 
Other 

Name of rqxjsitory: _Department of Natural Resources_ 
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SUMMARY 

The Alfred W. Greer House is significant under National Register Criterion C for its architectural design. The dwelling is Poplar 
Bluffs finest example of the Craftsman style from the early 20th century, and its period of significance is its constmction date of 
1915. The dwelling was designed of brick, wood, and concrete, and retains its origilial clay tile roof. The dwelling's large porch 
spaces, horizontal appearance, and wide eaves are reflective of the Craftsman style. The interior of the dwelling also retains its 
original Craftsman style interior and features an elaborate central staircase, paneled wood wainscoting, wood colonnade, and built-in 
cabinets. With the exception of die glass enclosures of the porches on die east and rear facades, the Alfred W. (jreer House has not 
been extensively altered and possesses integrity of its original design. The Alfred W. Greer House is associated with the historic 
context of Late 19di and Early 20fli Century Residential Buildings of Poplar Bluff, Missouri, ca. 1880-1943. The dwelling is included 
within the Residential Buildings property type of the Historic Resources of Poplar Bluff, Missouri, multiple property nomination. 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

This dwelling has been owned by only two families since its constmction. Alfred W. Greer (1874-1966) came to Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri from Kentucky in the late 19th century. Greer initially worked as a carpenter, but liis business later grew to include 
contracting and lumber/building supply interests. CJreer also came to own and operate the Greer Funeral Home (later the CJreer-Croy-
Fitch Funeral Home, currentiy Fitch-Hillis).' 

Greer constmcted his home at 955 Kinzer Street in 1915 and chose the Craftsman architectural style. As a lumbeiman, Greer utilized 
extensive amounts of oak and other hardwoods on the interior finishes of his house. Greer was also responsible for constmcting three 
other homes located on the north side of Kinzer Street between his house and 10th Street. These dwelUngs are modest Bungalows 
of the period and do not possess notable architectural detailing. Additional homes constmcted by (jreer and his company are located 
throu^out Poplar Bluff. The Greer family ownership of 955 Kinzer continued until 1922 when Alfred W. Greer sold the property 
to Joseph Sidney and Nellie Gray. Alfred W. Greer moved to another location in Poplar Bluff after the sale of the house and he died 
in 1966 at age 92. 

Joseph and Nellie Gray moved to Poplar Bluff in January, 1914 where they established the J.S. Gray Wholesale Grocery Company. 
CJray was a member of the board of directors of the State Bank of Poplar Bluff and was active in the First Christian Church.* His 
wife, Nellie, was also active in civic affairs and was president of the Women's Community Government Club for 18 years. She also 
was active in organizing the Humane Society and served on the local board of the American Red Cross. They purchased this house 
in 1922 and at Joseph Gray's deadi on August 30, 1956, die property was inherited by his wife.̂  Upon Mrs. Gray's death on July 
16, 1966, the Alfred W. Greer House was inherited by die Gray's daughter Pauline and her husband Frank Thompson Heame. Mrs. 
Pauline Heame continues to own and reside in the dwelling. 

Additional information on the historic contexts and significance of die Alfred W. Greer House is located in the accompanying Multiple 
Property Cover Document, "Historic Resources of Poplar Bluff, Missouri." 

' Butier County Missouri, Vol. 1., p. 91 

*Ibid. 

^ Personal interview, Mrs. Pauline Heame. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property _Less than 1 acre_ 

UTM References 

(Place addifional UTM references on a confinuafion sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 15 731845 40712903 

2 4 

See confinuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuafion sheet.) 

Boimilary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 11. Form Prepared By 

name/fitle_PhiIip Thomason_ 

orgaiiization_Thomasonand Assodates date 4̂/22/97_ 

street & nuraber_P.O. Box 121225 telephone_(615)385-4960_ 

dty or town_NashviUe stoteJTN zip code _37212_ 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Ptaotograidis 

Representotive black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wiUi the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete Uiis item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Pauline Heame 

stieet & number_955 Kinzer Street telephone_573-785-9678 

dty or town_Poplar Bluff ŝtotc_MO_ zip code _63901 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary for the Alfred W. Greer House includes all of lot 16 on block 50 of die Butier County tax map 13-2-3-2. This lot 
measures 110' by 170' and is less than one acre. 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

The boundary for the Alfred W. Greer House includes the entire city lot which is historically associated with die property. 
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Alfred W. Greer House 
955 Kinzer Street 
Poplar Bluff, Butier County, Missouri 
Photo by: Thomason and Associates 
Date: January 25, 1997 
Location of Negatives: Department of Natural Resources 

Photograph No. 1: 

Photograph No. 2: 

Photograph No. 3: 

Photograph No. 4: 

Photograph No. 5: 

Photograph No. 6: 

Photograph No. 7: 

Photograph No. 8: 

South and west facades, view towards the northeast. 

South and east facades, view towards the northwest. 

West and north facades, view towards the southeast. 

North and east facades, view towards the southwest. 

Interior view of the staircase, view from the parlor. 

Interior view of the fireplace and mande in the living room. 

Interior view of the colonnade and dining room area, view from the living room. 

View of the garage, towards die north. 
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DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 
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REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 
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ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 

REVIEWER DISCIPLINE_ 

TELEPHONE DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



































Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500306 


