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1 • Name of Property 
historic name Kansas C i t y Power and L i g h t Company B u i l d i n g 
other names/site number n / a 

2. Location 
street & number 1330 B a l t i m o r e A v e n u e n /gl not for publication 
city, town K a n s a s C i t y n / a vicinity 

state M i s s o u r i code MO county J a c k s o n code 0 95 zip code 6 4194 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
ricl building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
n/a 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

1 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
n nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion,, p rqp^^ LxJ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying of f ia j^nFreder ick A . B r u n n e r , P h . D . , P . E . , D i r e c t o r Date nafo O 

nppartmpnt nf Nal<>jra1 Resources , and S ta te H i s t o r i c P rese rva t i on O f f i c e r 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

fonal Parle Service Certification 
I, hafeby, certify that this property is: 

J entered in the National Register. 
_u l See continuation sheet. 

[Zldetermined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Commerce/Trade (-;nTnmpro(^/-t-r;:»H^/hnc;-; noee 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

^ foundation C o n c r e t e 

Modern M o v e m e n t / A r t Deco 
walls S t e e l / L i m e St one 

roof O t h e r ; Tar and G r a v e l 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Kansas C i t y Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g i s a 30-story, s t e e l frame 
rect a n g u l a r o f f i c e b u i l d i n g sheathed i n Indiana limestone and executed i n 
the A r t Deco s t y l e . As a conscious r e j e c t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l s t y l e s , the 
streamlined forms of the A r t Deco b u i l d i n g attempted to embody "progress" 
i n a new, modern era. The Kansas C i t y Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g represents 
t h i s q u i n t e s s e n t i a l A r t Deco form by i t s simple, b o l d , s t y l i z e d and 
s c u l p t u r a l m o t ifs symbolizing l i g h t and energy, and i t s exaggerated 
v e r t i c a l i t y p r o j e c t e d by the use of recessed window spandrels. The 
b u i l d i n g has r e t a i n e d i t s o r i g i n a l i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s , and 
workmanship. A photograph taken s h o r t l y a f t e r i t was constructed a l s o 
r e v e a l s that almost no e x t e r i o r changes have taken place over the years. 
The Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g i s s i t u a t e d on the northwest corner of 14th 
and Baltimore. Low r i s e modern b u i l d i n g s are l o c a t e d to the north and 
south, the President Hotel to the east, and a surface parking l o t to the 
west. 

The primary facades, which have g r a n i t e bases, are lo c a t e d on the east 
(Baltimore) and south (14th S t r e e t ) . The f i r s t two l e v e l s of these 
facades have f i v e bays. The east facade has fourteen bays from l e v e l s 3-
19, ten bay from l e v e l s 20-27, s i x bays from l e v e l s 28-30. The bays 

d i m i n i s h because of the step backs l o c a t e d at the 16th, 20th, 22nd, 27th, 
29th and 31st f l o o r s . The south facade has ten bays from l e v e l 3-
15, e i g h t bays from l e v e l s 16-19, ei g h t bays from l e v e l s 20-27, and s i x 
bays from l e v e l s 28-29. The east facade has a recessed, c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d 
entrance while the south facade has an entrance crowned by a canopy and 
loc a t e d at the end (west) bay. The p l a t e g l a s s s t o r e f r o n t s are flanked by 
slender s i d e l i g h t s and are crowned by black marble transoms. The three-
part second l e v e l windows have arched transoms and are h i g h l i g h t e d by 
vol u t e s and a t e r r a c o t t a s c r o l l design. Between the s t r e e t - and second-
l e v e l windows are f i v e - s e c t i o n panels executed i n t e r r a c o t t a . These 
panels d e p i c t the powers of l i g h t and energy through v a r i a t i o n s of a 
sunburst design. This ornamentation i s a l s o d i s p l a y e d on the c a s t -
i r o n canopys l o c a t e d between the 3rd and 4th l e v e l s of the primary 
facades, as w e l l as the panels l o c a t e d between the 3rd and 4th f l o o r s , and 
4th and 5th f l o o r s , and before the step backs at the 15th, 19th, 26th, 
28th and 30th f l o o r s . However, the most dramatic sunburst design i s 
loc a t e d above the c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d entrance on the east facade. 
F e n e s t r a t i o n on the primary facades i n c l u d e s one-over-one sash rectangular 
windows above the second l e v e l s . Exagerated v e r t i c a l i t y i s proje c t e d by 
the use of recessed windows spandrels. H See continuation sheet : 
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The secondary facades are located on the west and north. Except for a service 
entrance and mechanical vents, the north facade i s not fenestrated on the f i r s t 
two levels. Above the 2nd l e v e l , the pattern of bays closely follows that of 
the south facade. Fenestration on the north facade includes multi-sash 
rectangular windows except on levels 4-5 where an auditorium space i s located. 
The west facade i s almost completely without fenestration due to a bank of 
elevators on that elevation. 

The Power and Light Building i s crowned with a lighted lantern extending 
approximately si x stories high. The entire building i s dramatically l i t at 
night by floodlights concealed behind the step backs located at the 16th, 20th, 
22nd, 27th, 29th, and 31st f l o o r s . The lantern features prismatic glass panels 
and alternating multi-colored l i g h t s . Ornamentation displayed on the building 
i s characteristic of the Art Deco mode of design - simple, bold, s t y l i z e d and 
sculptural. As previously mentioned, sunburst motifs were u t i l i z e d to 
symbolize l i g h t and energy. 

The rectangular plan of the ground floor i s divided by a "T-shaped" h a l l 
leading to the entrance on the east and south. (1) A bank of elevators i s 
located on the west side of the building. A marble staircase leads to a 
two-level open balcony. As displayed on the exterior. Art Deco s t y l i z e d and 
sculptural motifs adorn everything from the radiator g r i l l s to the water 
fountains. The theme throughout i s " l i g h t and energy" represented by 
variations of a sunburst design executed i n brass, terra cotta, marble and 
t i l e . Sunbursts crown each i n t e r i o r door (on the lower level) as well as 
elevators. Beams and p i l a s t e r s are highly ornamented with bas r e l i e f sunburst 
designs. The t i l e floors also display t h i s motif. Light even seems to radiate 
from the eagle on the f i r s t l e v e l mailbox. 

The i n t e r i o r finishes of the hallways of the upper levels vary from marble 
wainscotting to modern wood paneling. The f i r s t three floors of the building 
were designed for sales and commercial purposes. An auditorium large enough to 
seat 1000 people occupies the fourth and f i f t h f l o o r s . A gymnasium i s located 
on the s i x t h f l o o r . Office space, including that for the Power and Light 
Company i s located on the upper f l o o r s . 

* * * * * * * * * 

1) The o r i g i n a l plans for the Kansas City Power and Light Building have been 
microfilmed and are on f i l e at the Western Manuscripts Division of the 
University of Missouri, Kansas City. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [Z] statewide [ 3 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria ^ A ^ 8 H c I |D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A [ Z J C 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 1930-31 

Cultural Affiliation 

n/a 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
n/a H o i t , P r i c e and Barnes, A r c h i t e c t s 

Swenson Construction Co., B u i l d e r 
Long Construction Co., B u i l d e r 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Kansas C i t y Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g i s e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n the 
Na t i o n a l R e g i s t e r under c r i t e r i o n "C", as a d i s t i n c t i v e example of A r t 
Deco a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Kansas C i t y , and as a s i g n i f i c a n t work of the Kansas 
C i t y a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m , H o i t , P r i c e and Barnes. E x h i b i t i n g the stream­
l i n e d forms of A r t Deco design, the b u i l d i n g embodied the new age of 
"progress" i n a modern era. The powers of l i g h t and energy are symbolized 
i n an a r c h i t e c t u r a l program found throughout the b u i l d i n g . V a r i a t i o n s of 
a sunburst design are executed i n the bold, s t y l i z e d and s c u l p t u r a l motifs 
of the e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r ornamentation. The extensive use of 
e l e c t r i c a l power, which represents the a c t u a l f u n c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g , i s 
d r a m a t i c a l l y d i s p l a y e d at night by f l o o d l i g h t s concealed behind the step 
backs, and by the m u l t i - c o l o r e d crowning l a n t e r n . Upon completion i n 
1931, the Kansas C i t y Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g became the t a l l e s t e d i f i c e 
i n the State of M i s s o u r i , a d i s t i n c t i o n held f o r over f o r t y years. I t s 
step backs extending over h a l f the t o t a l b u i l d i n g height, i t s capping 
f i n i a l , and i t s use of recessed window spandrels, p r o j e c t an image of 
exagerated v e r t i c a l i t y . According to A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n , George 
E h r l i c h , the b u i l d i n g i s "the most impressive 'High Rise' example of the 
modern s t y l e , and the most important achievement of Hoi t , P r i c e and 
Barnes. The Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g i s to Kansas C i t y what the Empire 
State B u i l d i n g , the Ch r y l s e r B u i l d i n g , and R o c k e r f e l l e r Center are to New 
York C i t y . " (#1) 

Breaking the r e v i v a l i s t t r a d i t i o n represented by Beaux A r t s design, the 
Ar t Deco or Moderne f i r s t became a widely popular s t y l e i n the United 
States during the l a t e 1 920's. A r t Deco takes i t s name from the 1925 
P a r i s E x p o s i t i o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l e des Arts D e c o r a t i f s and I n d u s t r i e l s 
Modernes, which was organized as a showcase f o r works of "new i n s p i r a t i o n 
and r e a l o r i g i n a l i t y , " (2) Characterized by i t s l i n e a r , hard edge or 
angular composition. A r t Deco forms proje c t e d v e r t i c a l i t y . The facades 
of the b u i l d i n g s were ofte n arranged i n a s e r i e s of step backs emphasizing 
the the geometric forms. Strips of windows with decorated spandrels emphasized the 
vertical composition. Ornamentation was highlighted by stylized reeds, flora, and 

[xl See continuation sheet 
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Chambers, S. A l l e n ; P o p p e l i e r s , John, and Schwartz, Nancy B. 
What S t y l e Is I t ? Washington, D.C: The P r e s e r v a t i o n Press 
of the N a t i o n a l Trust f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n , n.d. 

E h r l i c h , George. Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i , An A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y , 
Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i : H i s t o r i c Kansas C i t y Foundation, 1979 
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1982, pg. 11 and 14 

H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n . Volume 38, Number 4, July/August 1986, 
"Boss Tom's Deco Empire," S h i f r a S t e i n , pgs. 24-31 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): n / a 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested , 
d l previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

[y l See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
u n State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
[x l Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
A L b S j I 3 l 6 i 2 | 9 i 7 i 0 | 14 |3 | 2 | 8 | 5 | 9 | 0 

Zone Easting Northing 

c U _ J l i l l l l l I . I I I I I 

B _L _L 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I I L 

I I See continuation sheet 

J L 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundaries of the property are contained w i t h i n the l e g a l d e s c r i p t i o n 
as recorded i n the C i t y Assessor's O f f i c e , 2nd F l o o r , C i t y H a l l , Kansas 
C i t y , M i s s o u r i : 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, Block F, 2nd Res. of Reids Add. \ ' 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the property were determined by the l e g a l d e s c r i p t i o n , 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 
organization 
street & number 
city or town 

Melanie A. Betz 
Landmarks Commission 
414 E. 12th S t r e e t , C i t y H a l l 

March 4. 1988 

Kansas C i t y 

date _ 
.telephone ( 81 6 ) 2 7 4 - 2 5 5 5 
.state MO zip code 6 4 1 0 6 
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geometric motifs such as chevrons, zigzags, and f l u t i n g executed i n 
t e r r a c o t t a or stone. The streamlined forms of the A r t Deco b u i l d i n g 
attempted to embody modernity and progress. In Kansas C i t y , the A r t 
Deco s t y l e was a p p l i e d to a l l b u i l d i n g types i n c l u d i n g o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g s , apartment bl o c k s , banks, h o t e l s , department s t o r e s , and 
other commercial b u i l d i n g s . 

Kansas C i t y ' s 1923 zoning ordinance c o n t r i b u t e d to i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g 
the design mode by r e q u i r i n g set backs on h i g h r i s e b u i l d i n g s , thus 
d i c t a t i n g the form of urban development. This p r o v i s i o n was modeled 
on New York's law of 1916, which allowed "towers of i n d e f i n i t e height 
a f t e r a predetermined set back l e v e l , and only i f the area of the 
tower was l i m i t e d i n accordance with a formula keyed to the o v e r a l l 
s i z e of l o t " . (3) The f i r s t Kansas C i t y b u i l d i n g that f e l l under the 
r e g u l a t i o n s of the new zoning law was the 1 929 a d d i t i o n to the 
Southwestern B e l l Telephone b u i l d i n g at 324 E. 11th S t r e e t . 
O r i g i n a l l y executed i n 1919 with Neo-Gothic ornamentation (now 
obscured with a 1 974 f a l s e facade),. The Telephone B u i l d i n g ' s fourteen 
f l o o r a d d i t i o n e x h i b i t s a r e s t r a i n e d use of step backs with three 
c l u s t e r s near the top, as w e l l as Gothic d e t a i l s . H o i t , P r i c e and 
Barnes designed the 1929 a d d i t i o n , which was one of t h e i r many 
p r o j e c t s i n the C i t y . 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of H o i t , P r i c e and Barnes can tra c e i t s orgins 
to 1901, when Henry Ford Hoit (1872-1951) a r r i v e d i n Kansas C i t y to 
j o i n the prominent pa r t n e r s h i p of Van Brunt and Howe. A f t e r Van 
Brunt died i n 1903, Howe made Hoit a partner along with W i l l i a m H. 
C u t l e r . I t was Howe, Hoit and C u t l e r who designed the R. A. Long 
B u i l d i n g (1905-07), an e a r l y skyscraper. C u t l e r ' s death i n 1907, and 
l a t e r Howe's death i n 1909, l e f t Hoit the p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t . One 
of h i s t a l e n t e d draftsmen, Edwin M. P r i c e (1885-1957), became h i s 
partner i n 1913. Another draftsman, A l f r e d E. Barnes, J r . , (1892-
1960,; whose grandfather was noted Kansas C i t y a r c h i t e c t , Asa B. 
Cr o s s ) , became a partner i n 1919. The f i r m changed i t s name to H o i t , 
P r i c e and Barnes i n 1919, and remained a c t i v e u n t i l 1941. (#4) 
H o i t , P r i c e and Barnes played a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the development 
of Kansas C i t y a r c h i t e c t u r e between the World Wars. The f i r m 
r e c e i v e d commissions f o r a range of p r o j e c t s from skyscrapers to 
s i n g l e f a m i l y residences. Their l a r g e s t commissions were f o r 
b u i l d i n g s located i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t of Kansas C i t y . 
These included the Kansas C i t y A t h l e t i c Club (1918; 1922-23); the 
Dierks B u i l d i n g (1925; 1929-30); the Southwestern B e l l Telephone 
a d d i t i o n (1929); and the F i d e l i t y Bank and Trust Company B u i l d i n g 
(1930). However, t h e i r most s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c of the C i t y was the Kansas C i t y Power and Li g h t 
B u i l d i n g (1930-31). 
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The co n s t r u c t i o n of the Kansas C i t y Power and Light B u i l d i n g enabled 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the Power and L i g h t Company o f f i c e s , previously 
scattered i n several b u i l d i n g s . Company president, Joseph F r a n k l i n 
P o r t e r , who came to the c i t y i n 1917, was l a r g e l y responsible for t h i s 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n as wel l as f o r the s e l e c t i o n of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m , 
Hoit, P r i c e and Barnes to design the new b u i l d i n g . (#5) The f i r s t 
nineteen f l o o r s were used by the Power and Li g h t Company while the upper 
f l o o r s were leased to other businesses. In 1957, the Power and Light 
Company sold the b u i l d i n g and leased back 13 f l o o r s . I t i s s t i l l used 
by the company today although the b u i l d i n g i t s e l f has changed ownership 
several times. 

According to A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n , George E h r l i c h , the Power and 
Light B u i l d i n g was "a d e l i b e r a t e and clear statement of the modern 
s t y l e . " (#6) E x h i b i t i n g the streamlined forms of Art Deco design, i t 
was the t a l l e s t b u i l d i n g i n the State of M i s s o u r i f o r many years. I t s 
simple, bold, s t y l i z e d and s c u l p t u r a l motifs symbolize l i g h t and energy, 
and are represented by v a r i a t i o n s of a sunburst design. This ornamenta­
t i o n i s displayed both on the e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r . Panels executed i n 
t e r r a c o t t a are located at d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of the e x t e r i o r facade. The 
most dramatic sunburst design i s located above the east facade entrance. 
On the i n t e r i o r , the theme of l i g h t and energy i s c a r r i e d out by 
v a r i a t i o n s of the sunburst design executed i n brass, t e r r a c o t t a , marble 
and t i l e . Sunbursts crown each i n t e r i o r door (on the lower l e v e l ) as 
w e l l as the e l e v a t o r s . Beams and p i l a s t e r s are high l y ornamented with 
bas r e l i e f sunburst designs. The t i l e f l o o r s a l s o d i s p l a y t h i s motif. 
Light even seems to ra d i a t e from the eagle on the f i r s t l e v e l mailbox. 
The program of l i g h t and energy a l s o i s c a r r i e d out by the extensive use 
of e l e c t r i c a l power that represents the a c t u a l f u n c t i o n of t h i s 
b u i l d i n g . Flood l i g h t s concealed by the step backs, and the m u l t i ­
colored l i g h t s of the crowning l a n t e r n , provide a dramatic d i s p l a y of 
l i g h t s at night. At the time i t was constructed, the b u i l d i n g consumed 
the equivalent e l e c t r i c a l power as used by a community of s i x thousand. (#7) 

Hoit, P r i c e and Barnes received not only the commission f o r the Power 
and L i g h t B u i l d i n g i n 1930 but a l s o was s e l e c t e d during t h i s year to 
design a new b u i l d i n g for the F i d e l i t y Bank and Trust Company. I t was a 
t a l l b u i l d i n g with step backs l i k e the Power and Light b u i l d i n g , but i t 
was executed i n a more conservative f a s h i o n . Like many bank b u i l d i n g s , 
the F i d e l i t y d i s p l ays N e o - c l a s s i c a l ornamentation with a few s t y l i z e d 
geometric d e t a i l s more c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of contemporary a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
design. 
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other A r t Deco commercial b u i l d i n g s are contemporary with the Power 
and L i g h t B u i l d i n g . The Bryant B u i l d i n g at 1102 Grand Avenue (1929-
31!, Graham, Anderson, Probst, and White, a r c h i t e c t s ) p r o j e c t s a 
streamlined e f f e c t with step backs, glazed b r i c k and dark toned t e r r a 
c o t t a . I t s ornamentation i s very r e s t r a i n e d i n contrast to the Power 
and L i g h t B u i l d i n g . The P r o f e s s i o n a l B u i l d i n g at 1103 Grand Avenue 
(1929-30, Charles A. Smith and George E. Mclntyre, a r c h i t e c t s ) 
r e v e a l s A r t Deco d e t a i l s on the upper s t o r i e s and above the entrance 
i n the t e r r a - c o t t a c l a d d i n g . What d i s t i n g u i s h e s the Power and Li g h t 
B u i l d i n g from i t s contemporaries i s i t s height, and i t s symbolic use 
of l i g h t and ornamentation. 

1 
Oral Interview with George E h r l i c h , PhD, Professor of Art and 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y of M i s s o u r i , Kansas C i t y , March 9, 
1988. 

Art Deco", What S t y l e Is I t ? S. A l l e n Chambers, John P o p e l i e r , 
Nancy B. Schwartz. (Washington, D.C: The Pres e r v a t i o n Press of the 
Nat i o n a l Trust f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n ) , n.d. 

3 
Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i , An A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y , George E h r l i c h , 

(Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i : H i s t o r i c Kansas C i t y Foundation), 1979, pg. 94. 

4 
"Kansas C i t y Power and Li g h t Company B u i l d i n g " , excerpt from the 

"Art of the T a l l B u i l d i n g " ( e x h i b i t , Jan. 25- March 1, 1985) information 
poster. Prepared by George E h r l i c h , PhD. 
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5 
There Is No L i m i t , G i l e s C. M i t c h e l l , (Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i , : 

Brown-White Co. P) , 1934, pg. 93-94. Also, Kansas C i t y S t a r , J u l y 12, 
1931 . 

6. 
Oral Interview with George E h r l i c h , March 9, 1988. 

7 . 
There Is No L i m i t , pg. 95-96. 
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Kansas C i t y , A Place i n Time. The Landmarks Commission of Kansas C i t y 
M i s s o u r i , 1977. 

Kansas C i t y . The Kansas C i t y Chapter of the American I n s t i t u t e of 
A r c h i t e c t s , 1979. 

Kansas C i t y Star, December 29, 1929. 

Kansas C i t y Star, J u l y 12, 1931. 

M i t c h e l l , G i l e s C. There Is No L i m i t . Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i : Brown-
White, 1934. (Chapter XVI, The Kansas C i t y Power and Li g h t 
B u i l d i n g , pg. 93-97). 

Olson, Robert A. Kansas C i t y Power and Light Company, The F i r s t 
Ninety Years. The Newcomer Society i n North America, 1972 

Water Permit #90 804 

"Kansas C i t y Power and Li g h t Company B u i l d i n g " excerpt from the 
"Art of the T a l l B u i l d i n g " ( e x h i b i t January 25-March 1, 1985) 
information poster, prepared by George E h r l i c h , Ph.D. 

Oral i n t e r i v e w , with George E h r l i c h , Ph.D Professor of A r t and 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y of M i s s o u r i , Kansas C i t y , 
March 9, 1988. 

M i l l s t e i n , Cydney E. "Kansas C i t y ' s Municipal Auditorium 1928-36: 
An A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y " Master's Thesis U n i v e r s i t y of 
M i s s o u r i , Kansas C i t y , 1981. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY DETERMINATION RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 88001852 Date Deter. Elig.10/6/88 

Kansas City Power and Light Company Building MO 
Property Name County State 

Multiple Name 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordcince with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

Signature of the Keeper Date^ of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

S e c t i o n 7: M a t e r i a l s 

" S t e e l " i s not a v i s i b l e m a t e r i a l . Therefore, "Limestone" i s the 
o n l y w a l l m a t e r i a l . 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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OWNER/OBJECTION 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Kansas City Power and Light Company 
Building 

Jackson County 
MISSOURI 

CI] resubmission 

• nomination by person or local government 

owner objection 

C ] appeal 

Working No. 

Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due 

Ac t ion : 

AUG 29 1988 

^ A C C E P T 

R E T U R N 
D s t e r o i n e i T..\ i i v l a R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: sample • request [ • appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria j¥*c=t^R^ 

Reviewer /7^^a^7~V (/_ 

Disripline 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

EZl unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

n summary paragraph 
n completeness 

• clarity 

• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 

I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
cn completeness ^ ; 
CD clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Kansas C i t y Power and Li g h t Company B u i l d i n g 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MISSOURI, Jackson 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/27/02 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/23/02 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/08/03 DATE OF 45TH DAY: l / l l / 0 3 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 88001852 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: / N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

/ A C C E P T RETURN REJECT t ' T ' ^ ^ D A T E RETURN REJECT ] 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 

REVIEWER DISCIPLINE_ 

TELEPHONE DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 









































J O H N ASHCROFT I \ i ^ i w M ^ ^ 3 °^^"^"^ 
Governor \ t U S S ^ ^ w t / Division of Environmental Quality 

Division of Geology and Land Survey 
„ „ „ Division of Management Services 

FREDERICK A. BRUNNER Di^,i„„ p,,« Recreation, 
STATE OF MISSOURI and Historic Preservation 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

P.O. Box 176 
JeflFerson City, Missouri 65102 

Telephone 314-751-4422 

August 16, 1988 HjCt^^^ 

MS. carol Shull S S s t W 
National Register Branch 
Interagency Resources Division 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street, Room 6209 
Washington^, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms 

Enclosed please f i n d a National Register nomination prepared for the KANSAS 
CITY POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY BUILDING, 1330 Baltimore, Kansas City, Missouri. 
As the owners of t h i s property have submitted a notarized statement of 
objection to said nomination, we hereby request that the property be reviewed 
only for a Determination of E l i g i b i l i t y for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places pursuant to 36 CFR 60.6(s). 

O r i g i n a l l y submitted by the City of Kansas Cit y , a C e r t i f i e d Local Government, 
t h i s nomination was approved by our state review board, the Missouri Advisory 
Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation, on July 22, 1988. A l l owners and appropriate 
elected public o f f i c i a l s were n o t i f i e d and provided at least t h i r t y (30) days 
to comment on the proposed nomination i n accordance with 36 CFR 60.6(c), 
interim regulations, using the exact n o t i f i c a t i o n format recommended by the 
National Register. In addition, the City of Kansas Cit y , as part of i t s ̂  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as a C e r t i f i e d Local Government, reviewed the proposed 
nomination prior to i t s presentation to the state review board. Enclosed you 
w i l l f i n d l e t t e r s of support from both the Mayor of Kansas City, chief elected 
o f f i c i a l , and the Kansas City Landmarks Commission. Also enclosed i s a 
notarized statement of objection from Gailoyd Enterprises, Inc., the owners of 
the property. 



Ms. Carol Shull 
August 16, 1988 
Page 2 

If you have any questions concerning t h i s request, please contact Hugh Davidson 
of my st a f f at 314-751-5377. 

Sincerely, 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Clai r e F. Blackwell 
Director and Deputy State 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

Enclosures: As stated 

cc: Gailoyd Enterprises, Inc. 
Ms. Andrea Lazarski 
Ms. Melanie Betz 



Landmarks Commission 

RLCEIVEO 

MAY 1 91988 
City of Kansas City, Missouri 26th Floor East, City Hall 
Heart of America Kansas City, Missouri 64106 (816) 274-2555 

May 6, 1988 

Dr. F r e d e r i c k A, Brunner 
M i s s o u r i State H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 
M i s s o u r i Department of Na t u r a l Resources 
J e f f e r s o n C i t y , M i s s o u r i 65102 

Dear Dr. Brunner: 

The Kansas C i t y Landmarks Commission held a p u b l i c hearing 
on March 23, 1988 to consider the Western Auto B u i l d i n g , 
2101-11 Grand and the Kansas C i t y Power and Light B u i l d i n g , 
1330 Baltimore f o r nomination to the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 
H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The Landmarks Commission determined that 
the Western Auto B u i l d i n g was e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g under 
C r i t e r i o n "C", as a f i n e example of the Chicago School 
a p p l i e d to a f u n c t i o n a l commercial b u i l d i n g . The Commission 
a l s o noted that the dramatic curved framed a unique v i s u a l 
landmark i n Kansas C i t y . The Commission voted unanimously 
(6-0) to recommend the b u i l d i n g to the State H i s t o r i c 
P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e . 

The Kansas C i t y Power and L i g h t B u i l d i n g , 1330 Baltimore, 
was determined e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n the N a t i o n a l Register 
under C r i t e r i o n "C", as a d i s t i n c t i v e example of Art Deco 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Kansas C i t y . The b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s the 
streamlined form, r e s t r a i n e d , yet abstracted ornamentation 
and dramatic set backs common to that mode of a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
The b u i l d i n g i s f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t as an exemplary work 
of the f i r m of H o i t , P r i c e and Barnes(Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i ) . 
The nomination was unanimously recommended f o r l i s t i n g 
i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . ( v o t e 6-0). 

The attached a f f i d a v i t of p u b l i c a t i o n demonstrates the 
p u b l i c n o t i c e posted on March 8, 1988. The Landmarks 
Commission has received no communication from the property 
owners as of t h i s date. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

.ndrea J . L a z a r s k i Andr 
Administrator 



NOTICE) O K I l fSAIl lN 'Ci 

' L A K D M A I I K S COIH1UIS8ION ' 
O F 

K A A S A S C I T Y , M l S S O U I i l 

\VedueM<Iny,"Marcli :c:i, 1U88 
OiUO A . M . 

In the • C o u n c i l Chamber , 28th 
F l o o r , c i t y H a l l , 12th & Oak StrentK, 
KanHas C i t y , M U s o u r l , the L a n d ­
m a r k s C o m m i s s i o n w i l l hold a p u l i -
Itc h e a r l i i K o n the (oUowlnK mut­
ters. 

C A S G N O . 0122-D 

W E S T K R N B A P T I S T 
B I B U E COL.L .KOB 

r, 2119 T r n c y 
2125 T r a c y 

To cons ider -the b u l l d l n i ; fo r 
l o c a l h i s t o r i c l a n d m a r k de«l(f-
na t ion , aa required by Sect ion 
A6.120-12», A d m l n l H t r a t l v e Code 
of K a n s a s C i t y , M i s s o u r i . 

In accordance w i t h the C e r t l f i o d • 
L o c a l Oovernmen t I teKUlations, the 
fu l lowins r N a t i o n a l I teKlstcr N o m i ­
na t ion w i l l be reviewed f o r sub­
m i s s i o n to the M i s s o u r i S H l ' O : 

W E S T E R N A U T O B U I L D I N Q 
2101-11 G r a n d 

K A N S A S C I T Y P O W E R & L I G H T 
C O M P A N Y B U I L D I N G 

.. _ 1330 B a l t i m o r e 

The ComtnlHslon w i l l enter Its 
r ecommenda t ion in wr i t ing : w i t h i n 
60' days ot the roeetins. 

L A N D M A R K S C O M M I S S I O N 

A N D R E A J . L A Z A R S K I 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

W A L T E R L . 
C h a i r m a n 

F I S H E U 

P u b l i s h e d M a r c h 8, 
ISO . • V 

188S 
(B173B8) 

Affidavit of Publication 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

County of Jackson ss. 

Clifford B. Smith, of lawful age, being duly sworn, says that he is one of the 
publishers of T H E D A I L Y RECORD, a daily newspaper of general circulation 
published in Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri, and that the notice of 

Notice of Hearing 

a true copy of which is hereto attached was duly published in the Daily Edition of said 
newspaper. 

One (1) I s s u e 

beginning .^a r c h 8 , 19 8 8 and in each of the 

following issues 

being numbers .1 Q 

of volume 172 of said newspaper. 

Affiant further declares that said newspaper is qualified under, and has complied with all 
of the provisions of Chapter 493, including Section 493.050 and Sections 493.070 to 493.090. 
Revised Statutes of Missouri, 1969,̂ s amended. 

Form 135F 

CLIFFORD"&. SMITH 

Subscribed and sworn to beforemie4his. day of 
, 19...? and I certify that I am duly qualifed as a 

Notary Public and my commission expires September 13, 1^90. 

(NOTARY SEAL) M A R Y E L L E N F E N N E L L Y 
Notary Public in and for Jackson County, Missouri 



May 16, 1988 iV:AV' 1 9 

Di:i2C!p?j:i Office 

Dr. Frederick Brunner *''tor 
Missouri State H i s t o r i c Preservation Office J g 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 176 

Jefferson C i t y , Missouri 65102 

Dear Dr. Brunner, 
As the Mayor and Chief Elected O f f i c i a l of Kansas Cit y , 
Missouri, a C e r t i f i e d Local Government, I have reviewed the 
recommendation of the Kansas City Landmarks Commission on 
l i s t i n g the following buildings i n the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places: 

The Western Auto Building 
2101-11 Grand Avenue 

The Kansas City Power and Light Building 
1330 Baltimore Avenue 

I concur, that these buildings possess a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
significance and, therefore, recommend nomination to the 
National Register. 

A public hearing was held by the Kansas City Landmark 
Commission on March 23, 1988 and public notice was printed 
on March 8, 1988 i n conjunction with the regular commission 
meeting. The Kansas City Landmarks Commission voted 
unanimously (6-0) to recommend both these buildings to the 
Missouri State H i s t o r i c Preservation Office. 

The nomination was prepared by the s t a f f of the Landmarks 
Commission which meets federal 36CFR Part 61 q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

We are pleased to recommend the Western Auto Building and 
the Kansas City Power and Light Building for nomination to 
the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Very Sincerely, 

Richard L. Berkley 

RLB:lae 
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July 1, 1988 

Dr. Frederick A. Brunner, Director 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 

Re: Kansas City Power & Light Building 
1330 Baltimore Avenue 
Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri 

Dear Dr. Brunner: 

We have received letters from Claire F. Blackwell of your office 
dated June 21, I988 and June 22, I988 concerning the proposed nomina­
tion of our building to the National Register of Historic Places. 
After careful review of a l l the information you have provided us, we 
at this time s t i l l object to the nomination and request that you remove 
i t from the l i s t i n g u n t i l further notice. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Salvatore Cappuzzo 
Treasurer 

SC/pdc 

On the of July, 1988, before me personally came Salvatore 
Cappuzzo, to me known, being by me duly sworn, did depose and say that 
he resides at 73 Southwood Terrace, Southbury, Connecticut, and that 
he i s the Treasurer of Gailoyd Enterprises, Corp., the corporation 
described herein; that he knows the seal of said corporation; that 
the seal affixed herein is such corporate seal, and that he signed 
his name thereto. 

\ / /) W A P'̂ '̂ELA D. COLEMAN 

Pamela D. Coleman, Notary Public comi^onlxli^r^S'28"f52. 
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DETERMINED ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE Missouri 

DATE DETERMINED 10/6/88 

Name Location 

Kansas City Power and Light Company Building Jackson County, MO 

Also Notified 

NPS Regional Office: Rocky Mountain 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dr. Frederick A. Brunner 
Director, State Department of 

Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-9536. 



^ GrubbisEllis« Winbury 
Property Solutions Worldwide Group 

October 22, 2002 

Claire Blackwell 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
PO Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0176 

Dear Ms. Blackwell, 

In 1988 the Kansas City Landmarks Commission prepared a nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places for the Kansas City Power & Light Company Building (P&L 
Building), 1330 Baltimore Avenue/106 West 14* Street, Kansas City, Missouri. The 
Missouri Advisory Council on Historic Preservation recommended approval of the 
nomination to the National Park Service, and the NPS determined the building eligible 
for listing on October 6, 1988. However, because Gailoyd Enterprises, the building 
owner, objected to the nomination the building was not listed on the National Register at 
that time. 

Over time opinions and perspectives are wont to change, and Gailoyd Enterprises is now 
interested in listing the P&L Building on the National Register of Historic Places. We 
understand from communications with your staff that because the building was formally 
determined eligible for listing in 1988 all that is required to complete the nomination 
process at this time is a letter to you expressing our desire for this recognition. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or my consultant, Elizabeth Rosin, if you need any 
additional information or documentation of the P&L Building. On behalf of Gailoyd 
Enterprises, we look forward to receiving word that the Kansas City Power & Light 
Company Building has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Sincerely, 

OCT 
Steven M. Br^t^eU^y' < ̂  pnn 
Senior Vice President ^^^Sfii^^ f^/r, ^'^ 

The Winbury Group 
4520 Main Street Suite 1000 Kansas City, MO 64111 816.531.5303 816.531.5409, fax info@winbury.com 
Independently Owned and Operated Global Alliance 
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Bob Holden, Governor • Stephen M. Mahfood, Direaor 

T OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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November 26,200Sr̂ ' ̂  

RECEIVED 2280 

L 
Ms. Carol Shull 
United States Dept. of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street NW, 6* Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Pursuant to 36 CFR 60.6(s), the Missouri State Historic Preservation Office and the current 
property owner request that the Kansas City Power and Light Company Building in Kansas City, 
Jackson County, Missouri be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The nomination 
was fonwarded to the National Register in August of 1988 and determined eligible for listing on 
October 6,1988. At the time, the property owner objected to the nomination of the property. 
However, the property owners since changed their minds and wish to move fonward with the 
listing. The letter from the property owner requesting listing is enclosed. 

If you have any questions concerning this submission, please contact Tiffany Patterson of my 
staff at 573/751-7800 or at the State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, 
Missouri 65102. 

Sincerely, 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

LaVerne Brondel, Interim Director and 
Deputy State Historic Presentation Officer 

SP:tp 

Enclosure: asstated 

Integrity and excellence in all we do 

RECYCLED PAPtR 
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n ACTION: NATIONAL REGISTER INFORMATION SYSTEM a 
a n 
n Id 88001852 DO 10/06/1988 MO Jackson Kansas C i t y Power and Light C> n 
n 01 More a 
aeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
Oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
n Name Kansas City Power and Light Company Building a 
a a 
n Address 133 0 Baltimore Ave. a 
a a 
n City Kansas City V i c i n i t y Restrict n 
n State MISSOURI County Jackson a 
n Status DETERMINED ELIGIBLE/OWNER OBJECTION Date 10/06/1988 n 
a Day45 Resource Type BUILDING Acreage 0.9 n 
a a 
n Multiple n 
n n 
n n 
n Contributing bldg 1 Site 0 Strc 0 Obj 0 Total 1 n 
n Noncontributing bldg 0 Site 0 Strc 0 Obj 0 Total 0 a 
n Park a 
aeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


