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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (11̂  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Robert El l i o t t ' s Wholesale Grocery is a freestanding two-story brick structure located at 
the northeast corner of South Third and Church Streets in downtown Hannibal. It has five 
arched bays facing Third and ten along Church Street. The rear wall is built at an acute 
angle to the rest of the structure to allow space for an adjacent railroad spur. Most of 
the ground-floor openings have semicircular arches with fanlight tops. Upper windows have 
segmental arches. Both floors are decorated with stone keystones and angle voussoirs. 
The brick surfaces are relieved by pilaster strips between openings, projecting string 
courses, and brick corbelling below the parapet. The front has an applied cornice, 
possibly metal. Some alterations have taken place, including bricking-in of some ground 
floor openings and enlargement of others to accommodate trucks. A metal canopy has been 
erected across part of the f i r s t floor front. 

See Photos 31 and 32. 
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SPECIFIC DATES constructed c. 1886 BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 

STATEMENT OF SISNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

Robert E l l i o t t ' s Wholesale Grocery is one of the best designed buildings in the c i t y , 
although i t has suffered some alterations. As such it is eligible for the National 
Register under Criterion C. It is also significant under Criterion A as an example of 
the wholesale grocery business which evolved from the commission merchant business of 
Hannibal's early days, an important reminder of the city's conmercial development. 
Robert E l l i o t t moved his business here after 1885 and before 1888. A native of England, 
he was at the time one of the most prosperous merchants In Hannibal and a leader in the 
public library movement, but he went bankrupt in the late l890's. The building was then 
taken over by William J. Roth, who already had a retail grocery in the west end of town 
and was about to launch the Hannibal Trust Company. He advertised "William J. Roth 
Wholesale Grocer Guarantees Every Line of Goods, Sold through your Grocer. Rival Fancy 
Syrup Takes the Cake." In 1905 the building was called "One of the largest business 
structures In the city." 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
I. Greene, C. P. A Mirror of Hannibal. Hannibal: 1905, p. 159; illustration p. 161 

2. Harford, W. M., ed. Souvenir of Hannibal, Mo. Hannibal: I89I 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATtON 

South one- th i rd of Lot 7 and a l l of Lot 8, Block 13 
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SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Robert E l l i o t t ' s Wholesale Grocery is a freestanding two-story brick structure located at 
the northeast corner of South Third and Church Streets In downtown Hannibal. It has five 
arched bays facing Third and ten along Church Street. The rear wall is built at an acute 
angle to the rest of the structure to allow space for an adjacent railroad spur. Most of 
the ground-floor openings have semicircular arches with fanlight tops. Upper windows have 
segmental arches. Both floors are decorated with stone keystones and angle voussoirs. 
The brick surfaces are relieved by pilaster strips between openings, projecting string 
courses, and brick corbelling below the parapet. The front has an applied cornice, 
possibly metal. Some alterations have taken place, including bricking-in of some ground 
floor openings and enlargement of others to accommodate trucks. A metal canopy has been 
erected across part of the f i r s t floor front. 

See Photos 31 and 32. 
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=«CIFIC DATES constructed c. I886 BUIUJER/ARCHITECT unknown 

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

Robert E l l i o t t ' s Wholesale Grocery is one of the best designed buildings in the c i t y , 
although it has suffered some alterations. As such i t is el i g i b l e for the Nattonal 
Register under Criterion C. It is also significant under Criterion A as an example of 
the wholesale grocery business which evolved from the commission merchant business of 
Hannibal's early days, an important reminder of the city's conrmercial development. 
Robert E l l i o t t moved his business here after 1885 and before I888. A native of England, 
he was at the time one of the most prosperous merchants in Hannibal and a leader in the 
public library movement, but he went bankrupt in the late l890's. The building was then 
taken over by William J. Roth, who already had a retail grocery in the west end of town 
and was about to launch the Hannibal Trust Company, He advertised "William J. Roth 
Wholesale Grocer Guarantees Every Line of Goods, Sold through your Grocer. Rival Fancy 
Syrup Takes the Cake." In 1905 the building was called "One of the largest business 
structures In the city." ' 

). IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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