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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Mrs. Francis H. McDowel 

STREET a NUMBER 15 F a i r Oaks 

CITY, TOWN Hann i ba1 .VICINITY OF STATE Missouri 63^01 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Recorder of Deeds 
Marion County Courthouse 
Palmyra, Missouri 63^61 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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State Historic Inventory, 1982 
Division of Parks £ Historic Preservation, Department of Natural Resources 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Digel Block is a two-story red-brick building with an ornamental parapet screening a flat 
roof. It has its primary entrance in a corner bay, with three storefronts and nine upper 
bays facing South Main Street to the west; six more bays face Lyon Street to the south. The 
latter was originally the more important elevation, as i t faced the Union Depot. The 
storefronts retain many original features, including their transoms and steel l i n t e l s . 
Upper windows on the Main Street side are grouped, with continuous ashlar s i l l s and lintels. 
On the Lyon Street side, windows are under segmental arches with radiating stretchers. The 
Main Street parapet has triple corbelling and stone fi n i a l s above the major piers. Above 
the corner entry is the inscription, "Digel Block." At the center of the Lyon Street 
elevation is a semicircular pediment with the inscription "Erected Anno I9G1." 
See Photo 29. 
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SPECIFIC DATES constructed 1901 BUILOER/ARCHITECT Courtney Brothers 

STATEMENT OF SISNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 
The Digel Block is a good example of smal1-town commercial architecture at the turn of the 
century, a basically vernacular structure with unusual ornamentation. Certainly its 
contractors considered i t an outstanding example of their work. As such the building is 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion C. Under Criterion A, the building is 
significant as the last commercial structure in Hannibal built specifically to serve 
the railroad trade coming from the old Union Depot across Lyon Street. That majestic 

building and most of the commercial buildings around i t have since been demolished, Gottlob 
Digel (earlier spelled Gottlieb Diegel) appeared in Hannibal about 1885 working for the 
Western Brewery. He opened a saloon about 1890, which moved to this site about 1895. He 
built the south two-thirds of this building in 1901 and added the north third by 1906. 
After his retirement about 1908, the business was taken over by his son-in-taw, John 
Draudt. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANO JUSTIFICATION 

West 80 feet of Lot 8, Block 3 
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OWNER OF PROPERTY 
XME Mrs. Franc is H. McDowell 
rREET a NUMBER 15 F a i r Oaks 

TY, TOWN Hanni bal .VICINITY OF STATE Missouri 63^01 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Recorder of Deeds 
Marion County Courthouse 
Palmyra, Missouri 63kS] 

REPRESENTATION IN EX IST ING S U R V E Y S 
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State Historic Inventory, 1982 
Division of Parks & Historic Preservation, 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 

Department of Natural Resources 
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SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Digel Block is a tv^o-story red-bricic building with an ornamental parapet screening a flat 
roof. It has its primary entrance in a corner bay, with three storefronts and nine upper 
bays facing South Main Street to the west; six more bays face Lyon Street to the south. The 
latter was originally the more important elevation, as i t faced the Union Depot. The 
storefronts retain many original features, including their transoms and steel l i n t e l s . 
Upper windows on the Main Street side are grouped, with continuous ashlar s i l l s and lint e l s . 
On the Lyon Street side, windows are under segmental arches with radiating stretchers. The 
Main Street parapet has tri p l e corbelling and stone f i n i a l s above the major piers. Above 
the corner entry is the inscription, "Digel Block." At the center of the Lyon Street 
elevation is a semicircular pediment with the inscription "Erected Anno 1901." 
See Photo 29. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

•RIOD 
problatorie 
1400-1499 
1900-1599 
1600-t«99 
1700.1799 
1800-1899 

x _ l 9 0 0 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
orehoolo9Y-pr*Matorle 
orehoology- hlatorle. 
ogrieultura 

JS_arohlt*etura 
Oft 

- cowmoroa 
.eofflnwnleatlona 

.community planning 

.conaarvatlon 

.aconomlea 

.odueatlon 

.angMioorlng 

. OJiploratlen/Mftlomant 

.tnduatry 

.Invontlon 

. londaoopo oraliNortaKa 

.law 

.lltaratura 

.military 

.muale 

.phlloaophy 
-polltloa/govarfMnant 

PECIFIC DATES constructed 1901 BUILOER/ARCHITECT Courtney Brothers 

TATEMENT OF SIONIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 
The Digel Block is a good example of smal1-town commercial architecture at the turn of the 
century, a basically vernacular structure with unusual ornamentation. Certainly its 
contractors considered i t an outstanding example of their work. As such the building is 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion C. Under Criterion A, the building is 
significant as the last commercial structure in Hannibal built specifically to serve 
the railroad trade coming from the old Union Depot across Lyon Street. That majestic 

building and most of the commercial buildings around i t have since been demolished. Gottlob 
Digel (earlier spelled Gottlieb Diegel) appeared in Hannibal about 1885 working for the 
Western Brewery. He opened a saloon about 1890, which moved to this site about I895. He 
built the south two-thirds of this building in I9OI and added the north third by I9O6. 
After his retirement about 1908, the business was taken over by his son-in-law, John 
Draudt. 
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West 80 feet of Lot 8, Block 3 
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