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1. Name 

HCRS use I 

seived SEP 1 6 1980 

te entei«d NOV I 4 

historic Stone County Courthouse 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number P u b l i c Squa re not for publication 

city, town Galena vicinity of congressional district 7-^^ - H o n . Gene T a y l o r 

state M i s s o u r i code 029 county Stone code 127 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district X- public 
X_ building(s) private 

structure both 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 

Sta tus 
_X occupied 

unoccupied 
worit in progress 

A c c e s s i b l e 
yes: restricted 

J( yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present U s e 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

_)( government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Stone County Court 

street & number Stone County Courthouse 

city, town Galena vicinity of state M issour i 65656 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. O f f i c e o f Recorder o f Deeds 

street & number Stone County Courthouse 

city, town Galena state M issou r i 65656 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title M i s s o u r i S ta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey has this property been determined elegible? yes -X no 

date ] 93Q federal X state county lnr.al 
Department o f Natura l Resources 

depository for survey records H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Program, P.O. Box 176 

city, town J e f f e r s o n C i t y state M issou r i 65102 



7. Description 

Cond i t i on C h e c k one C h e c k one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _x original site 

_X good ruins X- altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Desc r ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys i ca l appearance 

The Stone County Courthouse, Galena, M issour i , dominates the surrounding streetscapes 
of modest business bui ld ings of turn-of- the-century and twenties v intage, from an 
insu la r pos i t ion on the cen t ra l i zed , tree-shaded publ ic square. 

Unequivocally the most monumental arch i tectura l statement evidenced in the county seat , 
the f la t - roo fed courthouse r i ses three c l a s s i c a l l y deta i led s tor ies in highly textured, 
red br ick above a concrete foundation measuring approximately 63 feet east-west by 67 
feet to 80 feet (at the apex of the rear bow) north-south. Yellow-toned mortar bonds 
the rust icated st retcher courses at ground level , . . the surmounting quoining and the 
v e r t i c a l l y l a i d stretchers of the second and th i rd story l i n t e l s , and the th i rd story 
bel t course, thus h igh l ight ing these textured and patterned bands against monotone wall 
surfaces of s t retcher bond l a i d in red mortar. The concrete bel t courses, the parapet, ... 
cornice and the roof l i ne coping s t r a teg i ca l l y g i rd le the bui ld ing between the f i r s t 
and second s tor ies and above the „ th i r d story to del ineate between the d i f fe ren t wall 
treatments of the lower and upper s tbr ies and supply a decis ive conclusion to the 
composition. By using stone s l i p s i l l s at s t reet level and decorated l u g s i l l s and punctuating 
corner blocks at the l i n t e l s above, th is counterpoint i s enhanced by secondary decorative 
e f f ec t s . 

Unt i l t h e e . J950 remodeling and narrowing of the eastern entrance, using f i r e engine 
red br ick l a i d in uncolored mortar for i n f i l l , generous openings at the eastern and 
western elevat ions denoted the i r secondary importance to the pedimented northern 
entrance. At the p r inc ipa l facade, corbels v i sua l l y support the entablature-returns of 
the masonry .entrance pediment emblazoned with a medallion coninemorating the date of 
construct ion; in a wry twis t of c l ass i ca l order, the pediment in turn v i sua l l y supports 
co l o ss a l , modified Doric columns which f lank ' the quoined jambs of the recessed wall plane 
at the second and th i rd s to r ies ,and frame an inc ised spandrel panel. 

The f loorplans and i n t e r i o r fabr i c remain bas i ca l l y unchanged. The transverse ha l l plan at 
ground level centers on a s ta i rwe l l al igned on the s t ruc ture 's north-south ax is . Trim, 
consist ing of dark-stained and varnished wooden baseboards, handra i ls , c h a i r - r a i l s and 
door and window surrounds, defines corners and wall surfaces on the f i r s t f l oo r and ihou 
throughout the upper f l o o r s , except in the recently remodeled th i rd f l oo r courtroom. 

,i M l 



8. Significance 

Per iod A reas of S ign i f i cance—Check and just i fy be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education . military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

I ^ . T̂ T̂; B..!î»,wA,̂i.!t«̂t Charles H. Sudholter and Company, archi teet 
Spec i f i c da tes 1920 Bu i lder /Arch i tec t p ^ . ^ p y r n n . ; t r i . r t i n n , <;pH ngfTp l^H, r n n t r a r t n r 

S ta tement of S ign i f i cance (in one paragraph) 

The Stone County Courthouse, Galena, M issour i , is s i gn i f i can t for mul t i far ious functions 
as the hub of Galena community l i f e and the physical centerpiece of the town p lan, and, 
more l a rge l y , as a focus of p o l i t i c a l and c i v i c a c t i v i t y fo r the Ozark county. 

Charles H. Subholter and Company's bui ld ing of 1920 i s Galena's th i rd courthouse since-j 
Stone County was formed from the western portion of Taney County on Fetjruary 10. 1851. 
The Stone County Court f i r s t convened at John B. Wi l l iams' house in Cape Fai r from A p r i l " 
7, 1851 unt i l January of the fol lowing year when Jamestown, the present-day Galena, was; . 
selected as the county seat. Although county records' document the le t t i ng of the 
construction contract fo r the f i r s t courthouse in May 1852 and the bu i ld ing 's projected 
completion in November 1853, information lacks concerning the locat ion of inter im court 
sessions and the reason for i t s replacement in 1874.^ 

Stone County's second courthouse, a h ip-roofed, two story frame cube with a cupola astr ide 
the roof r idge, was of the Coffee M i l l type, a vernacular design once ubiquitous in the 
Midwest.^ Already by June 1919, approximately f o r t y - f i ve years a f te r the s t ruc ture 's 
completion, the Stone County News-Oracle advocated the bu i ld ing 's demol i t ion, deering i t s 
well-worn condi t ion, doubting that Stone CoUntians desired to be represented by an 
outmoded, " f i r e trap" and opining that the construction of a new courthouse would be a 
cogent index and a stimulus to the county's prosper i ty .^ The be l ie f that .a new courthouse 
would be an ornament to the Galena town square and a cred i t to Stone County c i t i zenry 
provides further evidence of the physical and symbolic importance of courthouses as 
showplaces central ' to counties' economical, p g l i t i c a l and c i v i c a c t i v i t i e s . ^ C lea r l y , 
the press' campaign^ to inf luence publ ic opinion along these l ines by i n s t i l l i n g 
a fee l ing of co l l ec t i ve possession as a means of upbraiding the c i t i zenry for the courthouse's 
condit ion and moreoser, underscopihg the pptfential c i v i c pride gleaned from 
a new, up-to-date bui ld ing i l l u s t r a t e s ±ypiea§ a^-guaenty siir*;oynding the r«ptac€;m«ni-'^IF 
ninfeteentt- century courthouses In t̂ ^e Midwest.^ 

The News-Oracle added a tangible ingredient to the i r strategy by set t ing forth the newly 
completed Barry County Courthouse as a t a n t i l i z i n g model deemed to admirably symbolize 
the s t a b i l i t y and progress of th is adjacent county. ' The newspaper's 1918 publ icat ion of 
a conceptual sketch i l l u s t r a t i n g a two s to ry , dark-colored br ick bui ld ing belted with 
l igh t -co lo red s t r ing courses, not unl ike the present courthouse, and the suggestive 
caption "would make a nice Court House," perhaps signals the precocious s tar t of bui ld ing 
plans or attests to the a b i l i t y of the press to predispose the eourthouse designers.8 

Whatever the s ign i f icance of the rendering may be, i t was not unt i l May 9, 1920, that the 
county received a pet i t ion endorsed by approximately one hundred Stone County voters 
requesting a special e lec t ion to vote on a $50,000 bond issue for the construction of a new 
courthouse. The proposit ion carr ied on e lect ion day, July 12, 1919, and the court 
subsequently lev ied a property tax of 20% on $100 of assessed valuation to finance 
bui ld ing cos ts , ul t imately to ta l ing $47,600.9 

Work on the superstructure a f te r plans and spec i f i ca t ions by Charles H. Sudholter and 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
1. Goeldner, Paul Kenneth. "Temples of Jus t i ce : Nineteenth Century County Courthouses 

in the Midwest and Texas." Ph.D* d i sse r ta t i on , Columbia Un ivers i ty , 1970. 

2. Moser, Arther Paul . "A Directory of Towns, V i l lages and Hamlets Past and Present of  
Stonp County. Missour i . N .P . . 1970. fMimpngraphpri^. 

10. Geographical Data UTM NOT W^j^ 
Acreage of nominated property l e s ? t h a n 1 a c r e C a p p r o x . 3 9 , 2 0 4 s q . f e e t ) n l l i i l 

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

'Galena, Mo. Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 , 0 Q 0 
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J L H L U M i l J—L J 
Verbal boundary description and justification jhe nominated property comprises a l l of the Publ ic 
Square of Galena, M issour i , approximately 198 feet by 198 fee t , as per the or ig ina l town 
p la t (Book 1, page 30 and Book G, page 380) on f t l e at the l o c a l i t y spec i f ied in sect ion 5 
of the nomifiation. 
L is t a l l s t a t es and c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title J i l l Johnson, Architectural Historian 

organization 
Department of Natural Resources 
H is to r i c Preservation Program date Ju ly 21, 1980 

street & number P . O . Box 176 telephone 3 1 4 / 7 5 1 - 4 0 9 6 

city or town Jcf ferson Ci ty state Missouri 65102 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state _X— local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Herita^^orj^ervationyinfl Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
Direc tor , Department of Nattipal; Resources 
and State H is to r i c Preservation Of f i ce r ?a.e IS ^ to 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

4. A. date / / / / f / ^ 
' ^Keeper o f ^ e National Register  

Attest: 

'M ChlefxitlWIgisttation 

laiionai negisier 

date M 

G P O 938 635 
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Continuation sheet 
STONE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
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br HCRS use oniy 
SEP 1 6 1980 received 

jdate entered 

Page 1 

Company, a J o p l i n , Missouri arch i tectura l and engineering f i rm act ive from the mid-teens 
un t i l the mid-Twenties, began with f e s t i v i t i e s surrounding the laying of the f i r s t 
br ick by Mrs. W. D. Cra ig , a long- l i ved Galena res ident , on March 23, 1920. The 
posi t ioning of the cornerstone, which i s raised on a p l in th approximately s i x br ick 
courses above grade^ was marked by even greater ceremony replete with an introductory 
parade on March 3 1 . ' ^ 

Designed in the c l ass i ca l traditnon of capi ta l and courthouse arch i tec ture , the Stone 
County courthouse has admirably served the poor Ozark countj? since i t s completion in 
November 1920. This nomination, in i t ia ted^ ' l o c a l l y , seeks national recognit ion of 
Stone County's most s i gn i f i can t publ ic bu i ld ing . 

I 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Arthur Paul Moser, "A Directory of Towns, V i l lages and Hamlets Past and Present of 
Stone County, Missour i " (N .P . , 1970), p. 1. (Mimeographed). 

2. I b id , and Work Projects Administrat ion Folder #20783, Western H is to r i ca l Manuscripts 
Co l l ec t i on , Univers i ty of M issour i , Columbia, Missour i . 

3. Paul Kenneth Goeldner, "Temples of Jus t i ce : Nineteenth Century County Courthouses 
in the Midwest and Texas" (Ph.Dl d i sse r ta t i on , Columbia Un ivers i ty , 1970), p. 120. 

4. Stone County News-Oracle, 14 May 1919; 18 June 1919; 25 June 1919, The News-Oracle's 
June 25 ed i t ion ve rs i f i ed the i r posi t ion concerning the Vic tor ian courthouse: 

We have a bui ld ing in the publ ic square 
The l i k e of which y o u ' l l f i nd nowhere. 
I t has a very ancient look, 
So we jus t had i t ' s (s ic ) p icture "took." 
You see i t ' s only a l i t t l e shack. 
Four windows on a s ide , and a door in . the back. 
I t ' s a very good shel ter for a rat or a mouse. 

But a darned poor excuse for a county court house. 

5. Stone County News-Oracle, 25 June 1919. 

6. Goeldner, p. 38. 

7. Stone County News-Oracle, 18 June 1919. 

8. Ibid, 21 August 1918. 

9. Work Projects Administration Folder #20783. 

10. Stone County News-Oracle, 31 March 1920. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

STONE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
GALENA, MISSOURI 

ENTRY 
WINDOWS AND DOORS NOT SHOWN 

BUILDING SIZE 6 4 ' X 7 6 ' 
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·. 

\ 
\ 

••IGA.J Tl.JIOT 

CGJ>· 

D•'Kll . 808A 

• 

M.Jll tlOQJll THA . . 

JIUOHTAUOO YTMUOO 3MOT2 
1s:1uo2e1M ,AM3JAC> 

LID II 

'M x 'N •s•e 1M1UtU1 . 

1:>11"1G ......... 

• ll I v~~ N· 1c ·· ... ._ Ul , ~"T 

MTlllt .JM :YI lllWMD ..01HllCM. ..utt. ... -



SECOND FLOOR PLAN 

STONE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
GALENA, MISSOURI 

WINDOWS AND DOORS NOT SHOWN 

VAULT 

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE 
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ANTI-ROOM 

COUNTY COURT ROOM 

HALL 

HALL 
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VAULT 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN 

STONE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
GALENA, MISSOURI 

NOT TO SCALE 
WINDOWS AND DOORS NOT SHOWN 
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UNITED STATES 
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

ST ATE OF MISSOURI 
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Honorable Gene Taylor SEP ? fqm HcK<> ifw/tK) 
House of Representatives '"'̂  C li«U ^ ffvi/iw 
Washington, D.C. 205X5 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

Thank you for your letter of August 15, 1980, siippcnrting the 
nomination of the Stone County Courthouse, MlssgwAt to the 
Natioaal Register of Historic Places. 

Nominations to the National Register are made by the State 
Histori;: Preservation Officer, I-Ir. Fred A. Lafser, Director, State 
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, 
Missouri 65101. We have been informed by Mr. Lafser's staff 
that the nomination of the Stone County Courthouse has been 
approved by the State review board and is currently being 
processed for forwarding to the Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service. 

When the nomination is forwarded to the Heritage Conservation 
and Pvecreation Service, notice will be published in the "Federal 
Register" that the property is being considered for listing in 
the Naticmal Register. Interested parties are then given 15 days 
from the date of publication to present written comments on the 
significance of the property. At the end of this period, the 

> nomination will be reviewed by the NatdL«ud Register staff. We 
will notify you if the Stone County Courthouse is entered in the 
National Register. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please let us know. 
We appreciate your interest in the historic preservation programs 
of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

Sincerely, 

CHRIS T. DELAPORTE 

Chris Therral Delaporte 
Director 

cc: Mr. Fred A. Lafser, SHPO, Missouri 
bcc: Director's Reading File 

Associate Director for Cultural Programs 
Deputy Associate Director for Cultural Programs 
FHR-Lumpkin / FHR-CL / TT. / POR - 8767 

FHR:S Harrison:js: 343-6401 (^27-8(p 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MISSCLTvI 

Date Entered NOV I 4. (980 

Name Location 

iCansas C i t y Idasonic Temple 

Long, R. A., House (Conlnthian Hall) 

Daviess County Courthouse 

New Hope Primitive Baptist Church 

Bentley House 

Anderson, Elijah Teague, House 

^Stone County Courthouse 

Kansas City 
Jaclcson County 

Kansas City 
Jackson County 

Gallatin 
Daviess County 

Richmond v i c i n i t y 
Ray County 

Springfield 
Greene Countv 

Republic 
Greene County 

Galena 
Stone County 

Also Notified 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


